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Grand  chapter  of  Canada 


PROCEEDINGS 

At  the  Fiftieth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada,  held  in  the 
Masonic  Hall,  Temple  Building,  City  of  Toronto,  on 
Wednesday,  the  22ND  January,  A.I.  2438,  A.D.  1908. 
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Grand  Council 


Scribe  E. 
Scribe  N. 
Treasurer. 


PRESENT. 

E.  Comp.  John  Leslie Grand 

George  Moore Grand 

Geo.  F.  Shepley as  Grand 

Geo.  J.  Bennett Grand 

E.  C.  Davies Grand 

Wm.  Gibson as  Grand 

Jas.  A.     Tancock Grand  Principal  Sojourner 

Wm.  H.  Best Grand  Registrar. 

J.  W.  Sanders Grand  Senior  Sojourner. 

H.  S.  King Grand  Junior  Sojourner. 

J.  B.  Nixon Grand  Lecturer. 

W.  A.  Lyon as  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Geo.  H.  Lanigan Grand 

U.  A.  Buchner as  Grand 

R.  A.  Rastell as  Grand 

G.  R.  Robertson as  Grand 

Fred.  Staunton as  Grand 

J.  G.  Boyce as  Grand 


Master  of  1st  Veil. 
Master  of  2nd  Veil. 
Master  of  3rd  Veil. 
Master  of  4th  Veil. 
Standard  Bearer. 
Dir.  of  Ceremonies. 


D.  A.  Clark as  Grand  Organist. 

Chas.  H.  Dee Grand  Pursuivant. 

Wm.  Bain Grand  Steward. 

J.  E.  Bate Grand  Steward. 

L.  T.  McDonald Grand  Steward. 

H.  Wallbanks Grand  Steward. 

Wm.  Duncan Grand  Steward. 

Gilbert  Gilmour Grand  Steward. 

John  Drew Grand  Steward. 

W.  J.  Logie Grand  Steward. 

Thos.  Pedlar Grand  Steward. 

C.  F.  Mansell Grand  Steward. 


GRAND    SUPERINTENDENTS. 


R.  E.  Comp.  J.  I.  Wiley,  M.D St.  Clair 

"       J.  H.  Argue London 

W.  A.  Mahoney Wellington 

W.  M.  Logan Hamilton 

P.  J.  Scott,  M.D Huron 


Dist.    No. 
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grand  superintendents. — Continued 

R.E.  Comp.  S.  P.  Gourlay Niagara  Dist.   No.    "  7 

8 

9 

12 

13 

14 


"  "       R.  W.  Brennan Toronto 

Jas.  Sparling Georgian 

"       Frs.  Bisset St.  Lawrence 

G.  T.  Martin Ottawa 

"       J.  T.  Hollinshead Algoma 


A  constitutional  number  of  Chapters  being  repre- 
sented by  their  qualified  officers,  the  Fiftieth  Annual 
Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sons of  Canada  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at  10  o'clock 
a.m. 

R.  E.  Companion  W.  T.  Toner,  from  the  Committee 
on  Credentials  of  Representatives,  reported  that  there 
are  127  warranted  Chapters  and  6  U.  D.  on  the  roll  of 
Grand  Chapter,  of  which  number  104  were  represented 
by  the  following  Companions  : — 

No.   1.  Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui,  Kingston. 

E.  Comp.  A.  Mai  one;  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  proxy; 
M.  E.  Comp.  A.  Shaw,  P.Z's. 

No.  2.  The  Hiram,  Hamilton. 

E.  Comps.  A.  W.  Palmer,  J.,  Frank  Hills,  H.,  W.  Bates,  Z., 

D.  R.  Gibson;  V.  E.  Comps.  Fred.  Staunton,  Geo.  H. 
Lanigan;  R.  E.  Comp.  George  Moore,  P.Z's. 

No.  3.  St.  John's,  London. 

E.  Comp.  G.  R.  Tambling,  Z.;  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  A.  Tan- 
cock,    P.Z. 

No.  4.  St.  Andrew's  and  St.  John's,  Toronto. 

E.  Comps.  T.  J.  Dewar,  J.,  W.  S.  Jackson,  H.,  J.  H. 
Wilkinson,  Z.,  T.  B.  Cole,  W.  H.  Blight,  A.  W.  Jolliffe, 
Joseph  King;  V.  E.  Comps.  J.  G.  Boyce,  H.  S.  King; 
R.  E.  Comps.  Wm.  Simpson,  H.  T.  Smith,  R.  W.  Clewlo, 
P.Z's. 

No.  5.  St.  George's,  London. 

E.  Comp.  J.  S.  Barnard,  Z.;  R.  E.  Comps.  P.  W.  D. 
Broderick,  W.  A.  Wilson,  P.Z's. 

No.  6.  St.  John's,  Hamilton. 

E.  Comps.  F.  H.  Yapp,  J.  T.  Wilson,  A.  T.  Freed;  V.  E. 
Comp.  T.  Pedlar;  R.  E.  Comps.  W.  F.  Miller,  W.  J. 
McAllister,  Wm.  Birrell,  John  Malloy,  Wm.  Forbes, 
W.  M.  Logan;  M.  E.  Comps.  W.  G.  Reid,  Wm.  Gibson, 
P.Z's. 
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No.  7.  The  Moira,  Belleville. 

E.  Comps.  Frank  Elvins,  Z.,  W.  N.  Ponton;  R.  E.  Comp. 
Wm.  Webster.   P.Z's. 

No.  8.  King  Solomon's,   Toronto. 

E.  Comps.  A.  H.  Lougheed,  H.,  Alfred  Davis,  Z.;  J.  A. 
Carveth,  E.  M.  Carleton,  S.  Brown,  John  Akers,  Mal- 
colm Gibbs,  Joseph  Doust,  Wm.  Cooper;  V.  E.  Comp. 
W.  A.  Lyon;  R.  E.  Comps.  Alex.  Patterson,  J.  B.  Nixon; 
M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Ross  Robertson,  P.Z's. 

No.   15.  Wawanosh,  Sarnia. 

E.  Comps.  John  Boyd,  J.;  W.  J.  Barrie,  Z. 
No.   16.  Carleton,  Ottawa. 

E.  Comp.  E.  G.  Shane,  P.Z.,  and  Proxy. 

No.   19.  Mount  Moriah,  St.  Catharines. 

E.  Comp.  A.  N.  Lindsay,  Z.;  R.  E.  Comps.  S.  P.  Gourlay, 
C.  H.  Connor,   P.Z's. 

No.   20.  Mount  Horeb,  Brant] or d. 

E.  Comps.  H.  D.  Clapsattle,  J.;  H.  B.  Turner,  H.;  J.  H. 
Spence;  V.  E.  Comps.  M.  Everett,  R.  A.  Rastell,  P.Z's. 

No.   22.  Grenville,  Prescott. 

E.  Comp.  A.  R.  Robinson,   Z. 
No.  23.  Ezra,  Simcoe. 

E.  Comp.  R.  E.  Gunton,  Z. 

No.   26.  St.  Mark's,   Trenton. 

V.  E.  Comp.  G.  R.  Robertson;  R.  E.  Comp.  R.  H.  Spencer, 
Proxy,    P.Z's. 

No.   27.  Manitou,  Collingwood. 

R.  E.  Comp.  W.  T.  Toner,  P.Z. 
No.   28.  Pentalpha,   Oshawa. 

E.  Comp.  Geo.  J.  Scott;  R.  E.  Comp.  A.  E.  Henry,  P.Z's. 
No.  29.  McCallum,  Dunnville. 

E.  Comp.  F.  J.  Ramsey,  Z.;  R.  E.  Comps.  J.  C.  Eccles, 

R.  G.  W.  Conolly,   P.Z's. 

No.  30.  Huron,  Goderich. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Joseph  Beck,  P.Z.,  and  Proxy. 

No.  31.  Prince  Edward,  Picton. 

E.   Comp.  W.   L.  Armitage.   Z.;  V.   E.   Comp.   H.  Well- 
banks;  M.  E.  Comp.  Donald  Ross,  P.Z's. 
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No.  32.  Waterloo,  Gait. 

E.  Comp.  M.  A.  Secord,  Z.;  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  W.  Porteous, 
P.Z. 

No.  34.  Signet,  Barrie. 

E.  Comp.  A.  Cowan,  Z.;  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  MacWatt,P.Z. 

No.  35.  Keystone,   Whitby. 

E.  Comps.  J.  F.  Paxton,  J.;  F.  C.  Harper,  H.;  R.  E. 
Comp.  R.  L.  Huggard,  P.Z. 

No.   i>6-  Corinthian,  Peterborough. 

E.  Comp.  W.  J.  Henry,  Z. 

No.  37.  Victoria,  Port  Hope. 

E.  Comp.  R.  W.  Smart,  Z.;  V.  E.  Comp.  J.  W.  Sanders, 
P.Z. 

No.  40.  Guelph,  Guelph. 

E.  Comps.  W.  A.  Rapp,  Z. ;  W.  G.  Stevenson;  R.  E. 
Comps.  H.  Mahoney,  W.  A.  Mahoney,  Richard  Ma- 
honey,    P.Z's. 

No.  41.  Harris,  Ingersoll. 

E.  Comp.  J.  L.  Revell,  Z. 
No.  44.  Mount  Sinai,  Napanee. 

E.  Comps.  Chas.  Walters,  Z.;  E.  J.  Walters,  P.Z. 
No.  45.  Excelsior,   Colborne. 

E.  Comps.  W.  G.  Robertson,  Z.;  H.  J.  Mayhew,  H.  S. 
Keys,  W.  Bellamy,  James  Shaw,  P.Z's. 

No.  47.  Wellington,  Chatham. 

E.  Comp.  J.  L.  Smith,  Z. 
No.  48.  St.  John's,   Cobourg. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Robert  J.  Craig,  P.Z. 
No.   50.  Saugeen,   Walkerton. 

R.  E.  Comp.  R.  C.  Cheswright,  P.Z. 
No.   52.  Prince  Rupert,   Winnipeg. 

R.  E.  Comp.  C.  H.  Enderton;  M.  E.  Comp.  John  Leslie, 
P.Z's. 

No.   53.  Bruce,  Petrolea.- 

E.  Comp.  C.  F.  Reid,  Z. 
No.   54.  Palestine,  St.   Thomas. 

E.  Comp.  E.  W.  Honsinger,  P.Z. 
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No.   55.  Niagara,  Niagara. 

E.  Comp.  F.  J.  McClelland,  Z.;  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  G.  Bot- 
tomley,   P.Z. 

No.   56.  Georgian,  Owen  Sound. 

E.  Comps.  L.  Wilson,  H.;  H.  Wright,  Z.;  R.  E.  Comps. 
James   McLauchlan,   Allan  Cameron,    Proxy,    P.Z's. 

No.   57.  iCing  Hiram,  Port  Colborne. 

E.  Comp.  C.   D.  Winn,   P.Z. 
No.   59.  S^ss£:r,  Brockville. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Thos.   Dowell,   P.Z.,  and  Proxy. 
No.  60.  Doric,  Newmarket. 

E.  Comp.  N.  L.  Rogers,  Z.;  R.  E.  Comp.  P.  T.  Lee,  P.Z. 
No.  61.  Granite,  Almonte. 

E.  Comp.  E.  G.  Shane,   P.Z.,  and  Proxy. 
No.  62.  York,  Eglinton. 

E.  Comps.  A.  J.  Brown,  Z. ;  Carl  Lehmann,  R.  Lennox, 

Geo.  McLeish,  D.  Robertson,  Chas.  Moseley;  V.  E.  Comp. 

Wm.  Duncan;  R.  E.  Comps.  R.  W.  Hull,  R.  J.  Gibson, 

P.Z's. 
No.  63.  Havelock,  Kincardine. 

E.  Comp.  Elijah  Miller,  P.Z.,  and  Proxy. 
No.  64.  Willson,   Wetland. 

E.  Comp.  G.  H.  Pettit,  Z. 

No.  65.  St.  Paul's,   Toronto. 

E.  Comps.  E.  J.  B.  Duncan,  Z. ;  K.  J.  Dunstan,  J.  Mc- 
Knight,  G.  Kappele;  R.  E.  Comps.  W.  H.  Best,  F.  W. 
Harcourt,  W.  Geo.  Eakins,  Aubrey  White,  B.  Saunders, 
C.  W.  Postlethwaite,   Geo.  F.  Shepley,   P.Z's. 

No.  66.  The  Malloch,  Seaforth. 

E.  Comp.  Oscar  Neil,  P.Z.,  and  Proxy. 

No.  67.  Enterprise,  Harriston. 

E.  Comps.  J.  A.  Copeland,  Z. ;  And.  Fisher,  E.  W.  Lam- 
bert,   P.Z's. 

No.  68.  Maitland,  North  Augusta. 

E.  Comp.  G.  B.  Magee,  P.Z.,  and  Proxy. 
No.  69.  Grimsby,   Grimsby. 

E.  Comp.  W.  F.  Randall,  Z. ;  V.  E.  Comp.  R.  Lipsit,  P.Z 
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No.   70.  Grand  River,  Bracebridge. 

E.  Comp.  H.  J.  Bird,  Z.;  R.  E.  Comp.  Isaac  Huber,  P.Z. 
No.   71.  Prince  of  Wales,  Amhersiburg. 

V.  E.  Comp.  H.  A.  Hackett,  P.Z.,  and  Proxy. 

No.   72.  Keystone,  Stirling. 

E.  Comp.  C.  F.  Walt,  Proxy;  V.  E.  Comp.  H.  H.  Alger, 
P.Z's. 

No.   74.  Beaver,  Strathroy. 

E.  Comps.  S.  S.  Donaldson,  Z. ;  Geo.  McBeth;  R.  E. 
Comp.   J.    H.   Argue,    P.Z's. 

No.   75.  St.  Clair,  Milton. 

E.  Comps.  S.  R.  Bews,  H.;  A.  J.  McKinnon,  fm.  Stark, 
J.  W.  Elliott;  V.  E.  Comp.  J.  E.  Bate;  R.  E.  Comps. 
J.  A.   Fraser,  Wm.   Panton,   P.Z's. 

No.   76.  Mount  Nebo,  Niagara  Falls. 

E.  Comps.  F.  W.  Swannell,  H.;  J.  J.  Harriman,  Z.;  E.  E. 
Fraser,  R.  G.  Murray,  P.Z's. 

No.   77.  Occident,   Toronto. 

E.  Comps.  John  Brennan,  J.;  R.  Falconer,  H.;  E.  J. 
Repath,  Z.;  W.  B.  Stoneham,  L.  H.  Luke,  H.  J.  Brown; 
V.  E.  Comp.  John  Drew;  R.  E.  Comps.  R.  W.  Brennan, 
G.  K.  Clemens,  A.  G.  Horwood,  P.Z's. 

No.   79.  Orient,   Toronto. 

E.  Comps.  J.  Jolly,  H.;  W.  L.  Baynes-Reed,  Z.;  F.  R. 
Maxwell,  J.  A.  C.  Stewart,  F.  H.  Anderson,  G.  B.  Foster, 
J.  Walford;  V.  E.  Comps.  Gilbert  Gilmour,  Ira  Bates, 
Wm.  Bain;  R.  E.  Comp.  E.  H.  Briggs,  P.Z's. 

No.  80.  Ark,   Windsor. 

E.  Comps.  G.  H.  Nairn,  Proxy;  D.  L.  Carley;  R.  E. 
Comp.  C.  Koelln,  P.Z's. 

No.  81.  Aylmer,  Aylmer. 

E.  Comp.  C.  T.  Burdick,  Z.,  and  P.Z. 
No.  83.  Ionic,   Orangeville. 

E.  Comp.  W.  Fleming;  R.  E.  Comp.  R.  Mann,  Proxy,P.Z's- 
No.  84.  Lebanon,   Wingham. 

E.  Comp.  H.  E.  W.  Tamlyn,  P.Z. 
No.  86.  Macpherson,  Meaford. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Jas.  Sparling,  P.Z. 
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No.  88.  MacNabb,  Dresden. 

R.  E.  Comps.  Ed.  Worth,  J.  I.  Wiley,  P.Z's. 
No.   90.  Golden,  Kenora. 

R.  E.   Comp.   Geo.  J.   Bennett,   P.Z.,  and  Proxy. 

No.  91.  Antiquity,   Toronto. 

E.  Comps.  W.  Wilby,  J.;  P.  K.  Perry,  H.;  J.  J.  Hoidge, 
Z.;  W.  H.  Warrington,  R.  B.  Orr,  A.  E.  Till;  V.  E.  Comp. 
C.  F.  Mansell;  .  RE.  Comps.  E.  C.  Da  vies,  Geo.  J.  Bennett, 
P.Z's. 

No.  94.  Midland,  Lindsay. 

E.  Comp.  A.  M.  Fulton,  Z.;  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  W.  Wallace; 
M.  E.  Comp.  J.  E.  Harding,  P.Z's. 

No.  95.  Tuscan,  Sudbury. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  J.  Bennett,  P.Z.,  and  Proxy. 
No.  98.  Vancouver,   Vancouver. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  J.  Bennett,  Proxy. 
No.   99.  Keystone,  Portage  la  Prairie. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Fred  L.  Newman,  P.Z.,  and  Proxy. 
No.   100.  St.  Lawrence,  Brockville. 

E.  Comp.  C.  T.  Wilkinson,  Z. 
No.    10 1.  Corinthian,  Boissevain. 

M.  E.  Comp.  John  Leslie,  Proxy. 
No.   102.  Algonquin,  Sault  Ste.  Marie. 

E.  Comps.  J.  B.  Way,  Z.;  D.  W.  Green,  P.Z. 
No.    103.     .  St.  John's,  North  Bay. 

E.  Comp.  N.  J.  McCubbin,  Z. 
No.   104.  White  Oak,  Oakville. 

E.  Comps.  W.  Amor,  J.  C.  Ford,  W.  A.  Chisholm,  Proxy; 
R.  E.  Comp.  W.  H.  Speers,  P.Z's. 

No.   106.  Alberta,  Calgary. 

E.  Comp.  Chas.  H.  Dee,  P.Z.,  and  Proxy. 
No.   112.  St.  John's,  Morrisburg. 

E.  Comp.  W.  K.  Farlinger,  P.Z.,  and  Proxy. 
No.   113.  Covenant,   Cornwall. 

R.  E.  Comp.  F.  Bisset,  P.Z.,  and  Proxy. 
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No.   114.  Bonnechere,  Renfrew. 

E.  Comp.  A.  S.  Wade,  P.Z.,  and  Proxy.  . 
No.   115.  Brant,  Paris. 

V.  E.  Comp.  W.  J.  Logie,  P.Z. 
No.   116.  Maple,   Carleton  Place. 

R.  E.  Comp.  D.  H.  Mcintosh,  P.Z.,  and  Proxy. 

No.   117.  Berlin,  Berlin. 

E.    Comps.   J.    M.   Walker,    H.;  W.    Oelschlager,    Joseph 
Walker,  Theo.  Zoellner,   P.Z's. 

No.   119.  King  Cyrus,  Leamington. 

E.  Comp.  W.  A.  Baker,  Z. 
No.    120.  Kootenay,  Kaslo. 

R.  E.  Comp.  George  Moore,  Proxy. 
No.    121.  Wascana,  Regina. 

V.  E.  Comp.  L.  T.  McDonald    P.Z.,  and  Proxy. 
No.   122.  Rossland,  Rossland. 

R.  E.  Comp.  George  Moore,  Proxy. 
No.    124.  Westminster,  New  Westminster. 

M.   E.   Comp.  A.  Shaw,   Proxy. 
No.    125.  Rocky  Mountain,   Cranbrook. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Hy.  T.  Smith,  Proxy. 
No.    128.  Revelstoke,  Revelstoke. 

M.  E.  Comp.  William  Gibson,  Proxy. 
No.    130.  Chantry,  Southampton. 

E.  Comp.  T.  H.  Burns,  Z.;  R.  E.  Comp.  P.  J.  Scott,  P.Z. 
No.    132.  Leeds,  Gananoque. 

E.  Comp.  J.   E.   Birmingham,   Z. 

No.   133.  St.  Francis,  Smith's  Falls. 

E.  Comp.  W.  A.  Baldwin,  Z.;  R.  E.  Comp.  G.  T.  Martin, 
P.Z. 

No.   134.  King  Darius,   Cannington. 

E.  Comps.  Thos.  Foster,  J.  A.  Kift,  Proxy;  W.  Hallam, 
P.Z's. 
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No.   135.  Succoth,    Uxbridge. 

E.  Comps.  B.  Madill,  J.;  W.  E.  Tummonds,  H.;  L.  A. 
Scott,  Z.;  V.  M.  Hare,  W.  S.  Ormiston,  J.  H.  Chinn; 
V.  E.  Comp.  D.  A.  Clark,  P.Z's. 

No.   138.  Shekinah,    Toronto  Junction. 

E.  Comp.  J.  T.  McMulkin,  P.Z.,  and  Proxy. 
No.   140.  Fort  William,  Fort  William. 

R.  E.  Comp.  J.  T.  Hollinshead,   P.Z.,  and  Proxy. 
No.   142.  Cyrus,   Cumberland. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Hy.  T.  Smith,  Proxy. 
No.   144.  Presqu'  Isle,  Brighton. 

E.  Comps.  J.  H.  McMaster,  Z. ;  B.  C.  H.  Becker,  P.Z. 
No.   145.  The  St.  Patrick,    Toronto. 

E.  Comps.  W.  S.  Milne,  J.;  C.  G.  Smith,  H.;  G.  Sterling 
Ryerson,  Z.;  H.  A.  Collins,   P.Z. 

No.   149.  Atwood,  Rainy  River. 

R.  E.  Comp.  J.  T.  Hollinshead,  Proxy. 

No.   150.  London,  London. 

E.  Comps.  J.  E.  Johnston,  Z.;  C.  C.  Reed;  R.  E.  Comp. 
R.  W.   Evans,   P.Z's. 

No.   153.  Sombra,  Sombra. 

E.  Comp.  R.  A.  Stokes,  P.Z.,  and  Proxy. 
No.   154.  Klondike,  Dawson. 

R.  E.  Comp.  G.  Mclntyre  Gibbs,   P.Z.,  and  Proxy. 
No.   155.  Ancaster,  Anc aster. 

M.  E.  Comp.  W.  G.  Reid,  P.Z. 
No.   161.  Madoc,  Madoc. 

E.  Comp.  Andrew  Williamson,  Z. 

Twenty-nine  Chapters  are  unrepresented;  number 
of  names  registered,  273;  number  of  votes  entitled  to 
be  cast,  485. 

Fraternally  submitted, 


W.T.  Toner, 
W.S.R.  Murch, 
R.  J.  Craig, 
W.H.  Blight, 


Committee 
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On  motion  of  R.  E.  Comp.  ,W.  T.  Toner,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials  of  Representatives  was  received 
and  adopted. 

The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  announced  that  all  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  properly  vouched  for  and  in  good  standing, 
would  now  be  admitted  as  visitors  during  the  sessions 
of  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  Scribe  N.  read  the  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  government  of  Grand  Chapter  during  business. 
The  Grand  Scribe  E.  commenced  to  read  the  minutes 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Forty-Ninth  Annual  Con- 
vocation held  in  the  City  of  Toronto  on  Wednesday, 
January  23rd,  1907,  when  it  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp 
Geo.  Moore,  seconded  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  F.  Shepley, 
and 

Resolved, — That  as  the  proceedihgs  of  the  last  Annual 
Convocation,  held  on  the  23rd  January,  1 907,  have  been  printed 
and  copies  thereof  sent  to  all  the  Chapters  under  this  jurisdic- 
tion, the  recorded  minutes  be  considered  as  read,  and  the  same 
be  now  confirmed. 

ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME. 

R.  E.  Comp.  R.  W.  Brennan,  Grand  Superintendent 
of  the  Toronto  District,  escorted  by  the  First  Principals 
of  local  Chapters,  was  here  announced  and,  advancing 
to  the  East,  read  the  following  address  : 

To  Most  Excellent  Companion  John  Leslie,  Grand  First  Principal 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada  : 

The  several  Chapters  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  the  city  of 
Toronto,  through  their  representatives,  tender  to  you  their 
felicitations  in  this  the  semi-centennial  year  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction.  Forming  a  part  in  the  tie  of  uni- 
versal benevolence  with  which  the  Masonic  fraternity  encircles 
the  world  the  Companions  deem  it  fitting  that  the  jubilee  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  should  be  appropriately  acknowledged 
by  them. 

Since  the  convention  of  delegates,  which  was  called  at  the 
city  of  Hamilton  on  19th  of  January,  1857,  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  the  present  Grand  Chapter,  success  has  more  or  less 
attended  the  efforts  of  those  who  have  looked  after  its  welfare, 
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and  more  especially  during  the  past  few  years  under  capable 
officers  has  the  Royal  Craft  progressed  steadily  in  this  juris- 
diction, extending  as  it  does  from  the  Ottawa  River  in  the  east 
to  the  Yukon  in  the  west.  The  present  prosperous  state  of  this 
Grand  body  shows  that  the  hopes  and  anticipations  of  its 
founders  have  been  fully  realized. 

Grand  First,  Second  and  Third  Principals  with  amiable 
dispositions,  warm  and  sincere  in  love  and  friendship,  have 
ever  guided  the  destiny  of  this  Grand  Chapter.  Their  ele- 
vation to  high  office  led  them  to  not  consider  their  own  im- 
portance or  the  power  it  bestowed  upon  them.  In  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties  they  have  at  all  times  conserved  the  dig- 
nity and  high  character  as  well  as  maintained  the  supremacy 
of  the  Royal  Craft  in  Canada  for  the  past  fifty  years. 

Marked  by  a  dignified  and  faithful  devotion  to  the  best 
interests  of  Capitular  Masonry  no  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the 
Companions  throughout  the  jurisdiction  was  too  great  in  ad- 
vancing its  best  interest  in  a  strict  and  intelligent  performance 
of  any  duty  devolving  upon  them.  The  harmony  and  good 
will  existing  in  the  circles  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  this  jurisdiction 
to-day,  demonstrate  that  those  who  have  held  responsible 
positions  in  the  subordinate  Chapters  have  performed  their 
trust  with  unflinching  fidelity  and  earnestness  in  practising 
and  disseminating  its  principles. 

The  lessons  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  have  a  tendency  to 
the  uplifting  of  the  minds  of  its  devotees.  It  inspires  them  to 
work  for  the  betterment  of  their  fellow  men  in  lessening  the 
effects  caused  by  the  perplexities  of  life  which  are  met  with  in 
this  strenuous  age.  Manifold  benefits  are  derived  from  a 
steadfast  living  up  to  the  principles  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry. 
The  mission  of  the  Royal  Craft  is  the  promulgation  of  fraternity 
and  may  it  ever  continue  to  become  a  power  of  enlightenment 
for  good  in  this  our  beloved  land. 

(Signed) 

R.  W.  Brennan, 

Grand  Superintendent,  Toronto  District. 
Jas.  H.  Wilkinson,  Z., 

St.  Andrew's  &  St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  4. 
Alf.  Davis,    Z., 

King  Solomon's  Chapter,   No.   8. 
Alonzo  J.   Brown,  Z., 

York  Chapter,  No.    62 
E.  J.  B.  Duncan,  Z., 

St.  Paul's  Chapter,  No.  65. 
E.  J.  Repath,  Z., 

Occident  Chapter,  No.   77. 
W.  L.   Baynes-Reed,   Z., 

Orient  Chapter,  No.   79. 
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J.    J.    HOIDGE,    Z., 

Antiquity  Chapter,  No.   91. 
G.  Sterling  Ryerson,  Z., 

The  St.  Patrick  Chapter,  No.  145. 
Toronto,  January  22nd,    1908. 

M.  E.  Comp.  John  Leslie  then  received  the  address, 
which  was  artistically  engrossed  and  illuminated  and 
handsomely  bound  in  leather. 

The  M.  E.  Grand  Z.  said  he  accepted  the  beautiful 
souvenir,  not  as  a  tribute  to  himself  so  much  as  an  ac- 
knowledgement of  the  work  achieved  in  the  past  by 
the  prairie  province  which  he  had  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent, as  well  as  a  kindly  fraternal  greeting  to  the  ruler 
of  the  Royal  Craft  on  an  occasion  which  will  live  in 
history.  The  marvellous  progress  of  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sonry in  recent  years  so  fittingly  referred  to  in  the  ad- 
dress, testified  eloquently  to  the  sterling  worth  of  the 
Order  in  promulgating  great  living  principles  and  also 
did  justice  to  those  who  labored  so  devotedly  in  the  past 
for  its  advancement.  The  success  which  has  attended 
the  first  fifty  years  of  Grand  Chapter's  existence  should 
be  the  beacon  to  guide  the  efforts  of  those  who  are  en- 
trusted with  its  affairs  in  the  second  half  century. 

He  concluded  with  an  expression  of  thanks  and 
appreciation  for  the  kind  thought  of  the  Toronto  Com- 
panions which  he  was  sure  was  echoed  by  Grand  Chapter. 

GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES. 

The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  then  called  upon  the  Grand 
Scribe  E.  to  call  the  roll  of  Representatives  of  sister 
Grand  Chapters,  and  invited  those  in  attendance  to 
seats  on  the  dais  and  greeted  them,  the  Companions 
of  Grand  Chapter  standing.  The  following  answered 
to  their  names  : 

R.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  Birrell Arizona. 


M. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 
R. 


Abraham  Shaw Connecticut. 

Richard  Mahoney Florida. 

Allan  Cameron Georgia. 

William  Forbes Illinois. 

Ed.  Worth Indian  Territory. 

C.  W.  Postlethwaite Iowa. 
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R.  E. 
R.  " 
R.  " 
M.  " 
M.  " 
R.  " 
R.  " 
M.  " 
M.  " 
M.  " 
R.  " 
R.  " 
R.  " 
R.  " 
R.  " 
P.  " 
M.  " 
R.  " 


Comp.G.  J.  Bennett : Ireland. 

H.  T.  Smith Kentucky. 

R.  G.  W.  Conolly Maryland. 

J.  E.  Harding Massachusetts. 

Wm.  Gibson Missouri. 

W.  S.  R.  Murch New  Hampshire. 

J.  G.  Bottomley New  Jersey. 

Donald  Ross New  South  Wales 

J.  Ross  Robertson New  York. 

John  Leslie New  Zealand. 

Aubrey  White North  Carolina. 

George  Moore Nova  Scotia. 

Fred  W.  Harcourt Oregon. 

D.  F.  MacWatt Quebec. 

W.  T.  Toner. South  Carolina 

B.  Nixon Vermont. 

G.  Reid Victoria. 

Alex.  Patterson Virginia. 


fc 


The  Grand  Representatives  having  been  accorded 
the  Grand  honors,  R.  E.  Comp.  William  Forbes,  repre- 
senting the  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois,  presented  the 
congratulations  of  that  jurisdiction  in  a  felicitous  speech 
that  evoked  much  applause.  He  emphasized  the  im- 
portance and  utility  of  the  Grand  Representative  sys- 
tem which  enabled  so  many  sister  Grand  Chapters  to 
be  represented  on  an  eventful  occasion  like  the  present 
and  by  proxy,  as  it  were,  to  wish  this  Grand  body  God- 
speed on  its  second  half  century  of  usefulness. 

Equally  apt  and  happy  remarks  were  expressed 
by  R.  E.  Comps.  D.  F.  MacWatt,  representing  our  sister 
Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec ;  J.  G.  Bottomley,  representing 
New  Jersey;  W.  S.  R.  Murch,  New  Hampshire;  Aubrey 
White,  North  Carolina;  J.  B.  Nixon,  Vermont;  H.  T. 
Smith,  Kentucky;  W.T.  Toner,  South  Carolina;  M.  E. 
Comps.  J.  Ross  Robertson,  New  York;  and  Wm.  Gibson, 
Missouri. 

Grand  Chapter  being  called  to  order,  the  M.  E. 
the  Grand   Z.   read  the  following  : 
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ADDRESS. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Canada,   Greeting  : 

Companions, — When  at  our  last  Annual  Convoca- 
tion you  did  me  the  very  high  honor  to  elect  me  to  the 
greatest  office  in  your  gift,  I  had  promised  myself  a 
pleasant  and  profitable  year  devoted  to  the  service  of 
Grand  Chapter.  I  had  planned  to  make  a  series  of 
visits  that  would  include  the  Chapters  in  the  four 
western  provinces,  and  as  far  as  the  Yukon.  But  a 
serious  attack  of  typhoid,  from  which  I  recovered  only 
after  some  months,  completely  disarranged  my  plans, 
and  compelled  me  to  abandon  the  greater  number  of 
my  proposed  visits.  I  regret  this  all  the  more,  as  this  is 
our  jubilee  year,  the  year  in  which  we  pass  our  fiftieth 
milestone.  I  cannot  say  how  much  I  have  been  dis- 
appointed in  not  being  able  to  carry  out  all  that  I  had 
purposed,  as  I  cannot  help  but  think  that  a  visit  from 
a  Grand  ruler  to  the  remote  western  Chapters  would 
have  given  a  great  impetus  to  the  work.  In  spite,  how- 
ever, of  all  interference,  I  was  able  to  make  a  number 
of  visits,  of  all  of  which  I  have  pleasant  recollections. 

On  such  an  important  occasion  as  our  fiftieth  anni- 
versary, one's  thoughts  naturally  turn  to  our  small 
beginnings  and  the  strength  of  which  we  to-day  boast. 
May  we  not  with  fitting  gratitude-  humble  ourselves  to 
the  All  Wise  and  Ever  Present,  who  has  watched  over 
and  blessed  us  for  so  long  a  period,  express  what  we  feel 
for  what  we  are  and  appeal  for  Divine  support  in  our 
labours  for  the  years  to  come  ? 

Departed  Companions. 

But  this  morning,  and  at  this  our  jubilee  celebration, 
a  note  of  sadness  must  obtrude  itself.  Of  this  I  can 
scarcely  trust  myself  to  speak.  When  we  feel  deepest, 
perhaps  the  tongue  is  the  least  inclined  to  utterance. 
During  the  year  we  were  called  on  to  mourn  three  of 
our    exalted    and    best-loved    Companions,    men    who 
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during  the  heat  of  the  day  had  borne  the  burden  of 
Capitular  Masonry,  filling  the  high  offices  to  which  they 
were  called  with  credit  to  themselves  and  benefit 
to  the  Royal  Craft.  Two  of  them  were  my  own  per- 
sonal friends  of  long  years'  standing,  the  other  I  knew 
for  many  years  as  a  zealous  and  faithful  Companion. 
It  is  difficult  to  eulogize  these  men.  All  we  can  do  is 
pay  a  tribute  of  respect  to  their  memory,  a  tribute  which 
may  help  future  generations  of  Capitular  Masons  to 
realize  that  in  the  early  days  of  the  twentieth  century, 
there  were  strong  men  in  the  ranks  striving  for  the  good 
of  the  order. 

M.E.  Comp.  Hugh  Murray,  Past  Grand  Z.  and  Grand 
Treasurer  of  this  Grand  Chapter  was  a  man  among  men, 
a  Mason  among  Masons.  Let  me  say  of  hirn  in  the 
words  of  his  friend,  W.  Bro.  W.  H.  Wardrope  :  "  There 
is  no  one  I  know  whose  life  has  so  fully  squared  as  did 
his  with  all  the  requirements  of  an  ideal  Mason.  He 
was  not  a  man  whose  life  can  be  described  in  flowery 
language.  He  was  too  practical  and  strong  for  that  ; 
but  for  endurance,  for  honesty  of  purpose,  for  sympathy 
with  his  fellow-men,  for  work  done,  for  real  worth,  we 
have  no  one  at  present  to  fill  his  place.  The  sturdy 
form,  the  genial  countenance,  the  warm-hand  grasp, 
the  manly  words,  the  perennial  optimism  of  Brother 
Murray  will  linger  long  in  the  memory  of  his  fellows." 
His  work  will  continue  to  be  done  perhaps  equally  well, 
but  we  shall  miss  the  man  himself,  now  that  his  place 
knows  him  no  longer. 

As  I  stand  to-day  in  the  position  occupied  until 
one  year  ago  by  William  Roaf,  our  well  beloved  Im- 
mediate Past  Grand  Z.,  I  am  almost  overwhelmed. 
His  was  a  bright,  kindly,  loving  nature,  always  cheery 
and  pleasant,  ever  ready  to  do  his  best  for  the  sake  of 
others.  He,  too,  exemplified  in  himself  to  a  marked 
degree  the  best  teachings  of  Masonry.  His  sufferings 
were  borne  with  patient  fortitude  ;  through  all  he  never 
lost  his  cheery  disposition.  His  death  leaves  a  gap  in 
Capitular  Masonry  that  it  will  be  hard  to  fill. 

R.E.  Comp.  J.  Earl  Halliwell,  Grand  J.  of  this  Chapter, 
has  also  passed  away.     He  was  a  valiant  soldier,  good 
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citizen,  and  an  earnest  Mason,  a  man  who  would  un- 
doutbedly  have  received  further  high  honors  from  this 
Grand  Chapter.  His  sudden  calling  from  earth  shortly- 
after  his  installation  was  a  distinct  shock  to  all  who 
had  the  privilege  of  his  genial  companionship.  His 
merits  as  a  military  commander,  as  a  zealous  churchman, 
as  an  ardent  follower  of  the  legal  profession,  as  an  exem- 
plary citizen,  were  eAddenced  in  the  general  expression 
of  sorrow  at  the  funeral  obsequies,  observed  in  the  place 
of  his  abode  as  a  day  of  grief  and  sorrow. 

To  the  bereaved  loved  ones  in  each  case  we  tender 
our  heartfelt  sympathy  for  we,  too,  mourn  the  loss  we 
can  ill  afford. 

But  in  addition  to  the  three  distinguished  Com- 
panions who  have  left  us,  we  have  to  mourn  the  deaths 
of  other  valuable  Companions  who  in  the  past  did  good 
service  for  their  Chapters  and  this  Grand  body.  Notably 
R.E.  Comps.  N.  W.  Cleary,  M.D.,  Renfrew  ;  John  G. 
Rousseau,  Niagara  ;  Duncan  Bole,  Sault  Ste.  Marie  ; 
John  Hetherington,  Toronto  ;  George  Gale,  Brockville, 
all  past  Grand  Superintendents  of  their  respective 
districts. 

Many  of  our  sister  jurisdictions  have  also  been 
called  upon  to  mourn  the  death  of  distinguished  brethren. 
We  sympathize  with  them  in  their  loss.  Of  these  we 
have  been  notified  of  the  following  : 

California — M.E.  Comps.  Benjamin  Franklin  Tuttle, 
Milton  Hills  Myreck,  and  Eli  Tucker  Blackmer. 

Colorado — M.E.  Comps.  Thomas  Nicholl,  George 
Keith  Kimball,  and  Charles  Otto  Unfug. 

Connecticut — M.E.  Comps.  John  L.  Hill  and  Asa 
Smith. 

Delaware — M.E.   Comp.  Joseph  A.   Bond. 

Illinois — M.E.    Comp.    Philander   W.    Barclay. 

Indiana — M.E.   Comp.   Christian  Fetta. 

Maryland — M.E.  Comp.  Daniel  T.  Ordeman  and 
David  C.  Avery. 

Michigan — M.E.    Comp.    Charles    L.    Stevens. 
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Minnesota — M.E.    Comp.    Thomas    Montgomery.  J 

Mississippi — M.E.    Comp.    Phineas   T.    Savery. 

Montana — M.E.  Comp.  Cornelius  Hedges,  R.E. 
Comp.  Alex.  Fraser. 

Nebraska — M.E.   Comp.   George   W.   Lininger. 

New  Jersey — M.E.    Comp.   Anthony   Schoder. 

New  York — M.E.  Comp.  George  Van  Vliet. 

Tennessee — M.E.  Comp.  Gideon  Ransom  Gwynne. 

West    Virginia — M.E.    Comp.    George    Davis. 

Grand  Treasurer. 

Immediately  after  the  funeral  of  our  late  M.E. 
Companion  Hugh  Murray,  I  sent  a  telegram  to  the 
Grand  Scribe  E.,  asking  him  to  communicate  with  M.E. 
Companion  William  Gibson,  and  to  inform  him  that  I 
had  appointed  him  to  act  as  Grand  Treasurer  until  the 
Annual  Convocation.  He  kindly  acceded  to  my  request, 
and  promptly  took  charge  of  the  office.  The  thanks  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  are  due  to  M.E.  Companion  Gibson 
for  his  services. 

New  Chapters. 

Everything  being  in  order,  I  directed  letters  of 
dispensation  to  be  prepared  and  issued  to  Companions 
applying  for  new  Chapters  at  High  River  and  Leth- 
bridge,  Alberta  ;  Prince  Albert,  Saskatchewan  ;  and 
Madoc,   Ontario. 

In  the  latter  case  the  nearest  existing  Chapter — 
that  at  Stirling — had  given  a  qualified  recommendation 
to  the  effect  that  its  consent  was  conditional  on  an 
equitable  readjustment  of  territory.  I  delayed  action 
until  I  could  visit  Toronto,  when  I  made  a  full  inquiry 
into  the  conditions.  I  had  no  difficulty  in  coming  to 
the  conclusion  that  part  of  the  objection  of  the  Stirling 
Chapter  was  based  on  a  lack  of  knowledge  of  essential 
facts  ;  and  further,  that  the  territory  of  the  petitioning 
Companions  had  not  contributed  any  vital  strength  to 
the  existing  Chapter  during  the  latter' s  existence.  I 
further   saw   that,    if   consent   were   withheld,    a   fairly 
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populous  •  Masonic  district  would,  owing  to  difficulty 
in  travel  and  other  causes,  be  left  practically  without 
the  benefit  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  I  therefore  in- 
structed the  Grand  Scribe  E.  to  issue  the  authority  for 
the  formation  of  the  new  Chapter,  and  to  notify  the 
objecting  Chapter  through  the  Grand  Superintendent, 
so  that  it  might  enter  its  protest,  if  thought  advisable, 
at  this  Convocation. 

Visits   to   Chapters. 

While  I  had  many  pleasant  visits  to  the  Chapters 
during  the  year,  particularly  to  my  own  Chapter,  Prince 
Rupert's,  which  tendered  me  a  reception  and  welcome 
home  on  my  arrival  from  the  Convocation  of  Grand 
Chapter  in  January  last,  there  is  one  meeting  that  I 
attended  that  stands  out  in  my  memory,  connecting  as 
it  does  the  past  with  the  present.  Twenty-eight  years 
ago,  in  the  city  of  Hamilton,  Hiram  Chapter,  No.  2,  St. 
John  Chapter,  No.  6  (my  own  mother  Chapter)  and  St. 
Clair  Chapter,  No.  75,  Milton,  met  for  the  purpose  of 
jointly  installing  officers.  I  was  present  at  that  meeting, 
the  last  time  that  these  three  Chapters  met  together, 
until  they  met  in  Hamilton  on  January  9th,  of  this  year. 
I  was  introduced  by  R.  E.  Comps.  Donald  MacPhie  and 
Gavin  Stewart,  who  were  present  at  the  meeting  referred  to. 

In  the  early  spring  I  was  enabled  to  officially  visit 
on  invitation  the  St.  Patrick  Chapter,  Toronto,  the 
Chapters  at  Winnipeg,  Kenora,  Rainy  River,  and 
Portage  la  Prairie.  Later  I  was  welcomed  by  the 
Chapters  at  Hamilton  and  Milton,  as  already 
mentioned,  and  also  at  Grimsby  and  Berlin,  and  had 
the  privilege  of  meeting  my  Toronto  Companions  in 
Antiquity  Chapter  a   couple    of   evenings   since. 

Regalia  for  Grand  Council. 

At  the  close  of  Grand  Chapter  last  year,  it  was 
pointed  out  that  the  regalia  in  use  by  the  Grand  Council 
was  in  a  condition  that  did  not  enhance  the  dignity 
of  the  office  or  of  this  Grand  Chapter.  At  a  meeting 
called  to  discuss  the  question,  it  was  decided  to  procure 
new  and  suitable  regalia,  and  M.E.  Companion  Senator 
Gibson,  who  was  about  to  visit  the  old  country,  kindly 
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undertook  to  place  the  order  and  to  supervise  the  details. 
That  he  has  carried  out  his  promise  may  be  seen  by  a 
glance  at  the  regalia  now  worn  by  the  Grand  Council. 
Your  Grand  Principals  need  no  longer  feel  ashamed  to 
don  their  official  emblems  when  visiting  the  Chapters 
or   presiding   over   this   Grand   body. 

Dispensations. 

I  have  been  requested  to  exercise  my  privilege  of 
issuing  dispensations  for  legitimate  purposes  more  fre- 
quently than  I  at  first  thought  possible  ;  but  when 
the  conditions  of  our  large  jurisdiction  are  considered, 
that  frequency  is  not  surprising.  The  possibilities  of 
change  in  the  case  of  officers,  owing  to  removals,  are 
numerous,  and  to  qualify  others  to  take  their  places 
and  fill  the  Principals'  chairs  frequently  becomes  neces- 
sary. In  such  contingencies,  I  sanctioned  in  twenty- 
eight  cases  the  elevation  of  Companions  not  otherwise 
eligible.  I  granted  dispensations  to  wear  the  apron  and 
sash  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  when  attending  Divine 
service  under  Masonic  auspices,  six  times  ;  for  Masonic 
"  At  Homes  "  or  other  similar  entertainments,  eight 
times  ;  and  to  confer  the  Royal  Arch  on  brethren  who 
had  not  completed  three  months  as  a  Master  Mason, 
twice.  These  latter  applications  were  accompanied  by 
such  reasonable  explanations  of  the  circumstances  as 
to  warrant  fully  this  slight  stretch  of  authority.  I  also 
sanctioned  in  two  cases  the  use  of  temporary  quarters 
for  a  limited  period  where  fire  or  other  causes  necessi- 
tated removal,  gave  permission  on  five  occasions  to 
change  the  date  of  annual  convocation  for  electing  and 
installing  officers  where  the  holidays  or  blue  lodge 
meetings  clashed,  and  in  two  cases  sanctioned  the 
working  of  all  the  degrees  at  specially  arranged  Con- 
vocations for  instruction. 

Dual  Position  in  Office. 

On  two  occasions  during  the  year  my  attention 
has  been  directed  to  Chapters  whose  Scribe  E.  and 
Treasurer  were  embodied  in  one  and  the  same  Com- 
panion. This  is  plainly  wrong.  The  Constitution 
provides  that  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter  shall   consist  of 
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certain  officers  who  shall  be  annually  elected  by  ballot. 
There  is  nothing  whatever  to  authorize  the  combination 
of  any  two  offices,  the  separate  duties  of  which  are  closely 
defined.  The  First  Principal's  responsibility  in  this 
connection  is  also  made  very  plain.  I  trust  that  the 
practice,  if  it  is  a  practice,  will  be  at  once  abandoned. 

Transferring  of  Warrant. 

Twice  during  the  year  I  have  been  asked  by  Chap- 
ters in  the  west  to  sanction  for  special  occasions  the 
transferring  of  the  warrant  to  a  distant  town  which 
possessed  a  blue  lodge,  in  order  to  accommodate  brethren 
who  found  it  difficult  to  spare  the  time  to  journey  to  the 
place  at  which  the  Chapter  was  located.  In  both  in- 
stances I  declined  to  grant  such  permission,  for  the 
reason  that  as  Grand  Chapter  had  issued  the  warrant 
for  the  specific  purpose  of  working  in  the  Royal  Arch 
at  the  place  indicated  in  the  document  and  nowhere 
else,  to  interfere  with  that  authority  was  altogether 
beyond  the  powers  vested  in  me  as  Grand  Z. 

Grand  Representatives. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  received  the 
resignation  of  M.E.  Comp.  Henry  Robertson  as  repre- 
sentative of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York.  This  was 
duly  forwarded  to  the  M.E.  the  Grand  High  Priest  of 
that  jurisdiction  and  accepted.  I  recommended  as  his 
successor  M.E.  Comp.  J.  Ross  Robertson,  who  relin- 
quished for  the  purpose  his  commission  as  representative 
of  Nebraska.  For  the  vacancy  thus  created  I  recom- 
mended the  late  R.E.  Comp.  J.  E.  Halliwell. 

I  also  recommended  the  appointment  of  the  following 
Companions  to  represent  the  Grand  Chapters  opposite 
their    respective    names  : 

New  South  Wales — M.E.  Comp.  Donald  Ross, 
Toronto. 

Oregon — R.E.  Comp.  Fred.  W.  Harcourt,  Toronto. 

I  directed  commissions  to  issue  to  the  following 
Companions  duly  nominated  to  represent  this  Grand 
Chapter  near  those  opposite  their  respective  names  : 
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Mississippi — Companion  William  Kimmel,  Aberdeen. 

New  South  Wales — Companion  A.  P.  Gribben, 
Sydney. 

Irregular  Practices. 

Some  time  during  last  fall,  while  on  a  visit  to 
Toronto,  there  was  sent  to  me  a  copy  of  a  printed  card, 
in  the  nature  of  a  summons,  to  the  members  of  a  Chapter 
in  the  western  part  of  Ontario,  and  with  the  name  of  the 
Scribe  E.  appended,  to  the  effect  that  on  a  certain  date 
a  degree,  not  now  included  in  our  system,  would  be  con- 
ferred upon  a  large  class,  and  requesting  a  full  attend- 
ance, as  an  enjoyable  time  was  expected.  I  instructed 
the  Grand  Scribe  E.  to  communicate  with  the  Grand 
Superintendent  of  the  district  in  which  the  Chapter  is 
located,  and  to  request  him  to  prohibit  the  meeting,  and 
further  to  institute  an  enquiry  and  establish  the  respon- 
sibility for  such  unauthorized  behaviour.  That  officer 
promptly  acted  on  my  instructions,  and  furnished  me 
recently  with  the  result  of  his  investigations.  As  there 
were  questions  of  a  serious  and  perhaps  delicate  nature 
involved  and  which  would  probably  necessitate  cor- 
respondence with  one  or  more  of  our  sister  jurisdictions, 
I  thought  it  best  to  submit  the  matter  through  a  special 
report  from  the  proper  Committee  for  your  considera- 
tion  and   decision. 

The  Work  of  Visitation. 

That  Grand  Chapter  is  doing  good  work  will  be 
gathered  from  the  several  reports  to  be  presented  to  you. 
Our  system  of  visitation  has  been  frequently  extolled 
by  the  reviewers  of  many  sister  jurisdictions,  and  to  the 
good,  unselfish  work  of  the  zealous  Grand  Superinten- 
dents of  the  eighteen  districts  much  of  the  efficiency  of 
which  we  boast  is  due. 

I  have  seen  enough  to  satisfy  me  with  what 
the  Chapters  in  Ontario  are  doing  ;  I  am,  however, 
much  more  in  touch  with  those  of  the  western  provinces, 
and  I  wish  to  assure  you  that  in  accuracy  of  detail 
and    appointments    they   need    take    no    second    place. 
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The  Chapters  of  my  own  province  of  Manitoba  have 
always  maintained  a  high  standard,  and  the  recent 
additions  there  are  just  as  eager  to  keep  alive  the  good 
reputation     already    gained. 

In  the  new  provinces  of  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan 
the  Chapters  are  doing  excellent  work,  but  the  duty  of 
inspection,  now  that  the  field  is  growing,  might  well  be 
divided,  and  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  some 
thought  might  be  given  to  a  rearrangement  of  districts. 

A  reference  to  British  Columbia,  a  truly  loyal 
section  of  this  Grand  Chapter's  vast  territory,  calls  to 
mind  the  invaluable  services  rendered  to  the  Royal  Craft 
for  the  past  twenty  years  by  R.E.  Comp.  Harry  H. 
Watson,  a  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
that  province.  He  was  the  active  spirit  in  the  infant 
Royal  Arch  circle  when  a  score  of  years  ago  the  standard 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  was  first  raised  in 
Vancouver.  At  that  time  two  Chapters  under  warrants 
from  the  mother  land  were  established  in  British  Colum- 
bia. One  of  them  is  now  doing  well  under  our  own 
banner.  Under  R.E.  Comp.  Watson's  fostering  care 
the  Chapters  have  increased  in  numbers  and  usefulness, 
nor  in  all  that  long  period  has  his  interest  in  the  Capitular 
field  flagged  for  one  moment.  It  would  be  a  graceful  act 
on  the  part  of  Grand  Chapter,  in  celebrating  its 
jubilee,  to  acknowledge  the  labors  of  this  sterling  stalwart 
of  the  Pacific  coast  province. 

I  have  observed  published  hints,  said  to  have 
emanated  from  Toronto,  and  copied  into  western  papers, 
as  to  what  the  Chapters  in  the  western  provinces  may  do 
in  the  near  future.  There  is  little  use  in  trying  to  trace 
a  rumor  to  its  source,  but  I  wish  to  assure  you  that  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  has  no  more  loyal  adherents 
here  in  Ontario  than  it  has  in  the  four  provinces  to  the 
west.  The  Chapters  there  are  in  as  close  relationship 
with  headquarters  as  are  the  Chapters  in  Ontario. 
Their  wants  are  as  promptly  attended  to  as  if  they  were 
within  a  day's  journey  from  Toronto.  This  tribute  to 
the  Grand  Scribe  E.  I  have  heard  wherever  I  have  been, 
and  I  may  add  that  I  am  pleased  and  proud  to  testify 
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to  this  fact,  for  it  is  a  fact.     The  Chapters  in  the  west 
desire  no  better  service  than  they  are  getting. 

I  desire  here  to  express  my  personal  thanks  to  the 
Grand  Scribe  E.  for  his  kindly  assistance  during  the  year. 
R.E.  Comp.  George  J.  Bennett,  always  knows  the  right 
thing  to  do  and  the  proper  time  to  do  it.  His  know- 
ledge of  Masonic  requirements  is  invaluable  to  the 
fraternity. 

Chapter  in  Yukon. 

Klondike  Chapter  at  Dawson  City  is  one  of  which 
Grand  Chapter  may  be  proud.  Its  second  year  of 
existence  has  been  another  period  of  activity  and  the 
membership  is  now  close  on  one  hundred.  R.E.  Comp. 
J.  M.  Gibbs,  who  was  appointed  last  year  to  act  as 
inspecting  officer,  left  Dawson  in  the  summer  on  pro- 
motion, and  I  selected  as  his  successor  R.E.  Comp.  J. 
Langlois  Bell,  a  Past  Grand  Superintendent  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Quebec,  who  is  now  one  of  the  Chapter's 
active  members  and  whose  pleasant  report  of  its  con- 
dition is  most  encouraging.  I  had  planned  the  lengthy 
journey  to  visit  the  Companions  of  the  far  north,  but 
was  prevented  for  reasons  already  stated.  I  was  very 
pleased,  however,  to  learn  that  an  esteemed  member  of 
Grand  Chapter,  R.E.  Comp.  G.  F.  Shepley,  Past  Grand 
J.,  was  enabled  to  visit  and  to  encourage  the  Com- 
panions. 

Grand  Superintendents. 

I  have  already  stated  my  conviction  that  the 
excellent  state  of  Capitular  Masonry  is  due  in  a  large 
measure  to  the  zealous  and  efficient  work  of  our  Grand 
Superintendents.  I  cannot  but  feel  that,  in  many  cases, 
they  are  called  upon  in  their  zeal  for  their  work  to  make 
very  great  sacrifices.  I  think  that  they  should  receive 
more  encouragement  from  the  Chapters  benefitted.  To 
state  the  facts  is,  it  seems  to  me,  to  give  adequate 
reasons  for  a  change  in  this  respect.  It  is  only  fair 
that  the  Chapters  should  endeavour  to  reimburse  the 
inspecting  officer  for  his  outlay  in  their  behalf. 
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Our  Jubilee  Year. 

You  will  remember  that  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Grand  Z.'s  address  last  year, 
a  Committee  comprising  the  Grand  Council,  the  Past 
Grand  Z.'s,  and  the  Gr^nd  Scribe  E.,  was  appointed 
to  arrange  for  a  suitable  celebration  of  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  Grand  Chapter.  It  so  happened  that  in  the 
early  portion  of  the  year  and  until  the  summer  had  well 
passed,  that  a  number  of  those  Companions  were  scat- 
tered, some  in  Europe  and  others  at  distances  in  this 
country,  so  that  it  was  not  until  my  visit  to  Toronto  in 
October  that  anything  could  be  determined.  Even 
then  it  was  difficult  to  get  a  quorum.  However,  I  met 
some  of  the  Past  Grand  Z.'s,  including  our  late  Grand 
Treasurer,  and  with  the  Grand  Council  and  the  Grand 
Scribe  E.,  it  was  decided  to  secure,  if  possible,  the  por- 
traits of  all  the  rulers  of  the  Royal  Craft  and  the  Grand 
Scribes  E.,  since  1857,  for  reproduction  in  the  printed 
proceedings  of  this  Convocation  ;  to  procure  a  souvenir 
badge  of  appropriate  design  and  permanent  material  for 
presentation  to  each  delegate  present  and  to  each  Grand 
Representative  of  Canada  near  other  Grand  Chapters  ; 
and  to  request  the  Historian  of  the  Craft  in  this  jurisdic- 
tion to  prepare  an  address  to  be  delivered  at  this  Convoca- 
tion and  published  with  the  volume  of  proceedings. 
I  am  pleased  to  announce  that  M.E.  Companion  J. 
Ross  Robertson,  the  Historian  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  has 
kindly  acceded  to  our  request,  and  I  strongly  urge  upon 
the  Companions  on  no  account  to  miss  that  rich  historical 
feast.  In  other  matters,  the  details  were  left  in  the 
hands  of  our  Grand  Scribe  E.,  and  the  evidence  of  his 
labors  is  before  you.  What  he  has  accomplished  under 
much  difficulty,  will  live  and  will  make  easy  the  task 
of  his  successor  when,  fifty  years  hence,  the  latter  pre- 
pares a  similar  celebration  of  Grand  Chapter's  centenary. 

Time  of  Meeting. 

I  have  been  appealed  to  by  several  Companions, 
who  consider  that  the  Annual  Convocation  of  Grand 
Chapter   follows   too    closely  on  the  heels  of   the  New 


ANNUAL   CONVOCATION,  TORONTO,  1908  27 

Year  and  does  not  give  the  Chapters  sufficient  time  to 
prepare  and  forward  their  returns  within  the  specified 
limit.  The  Grand  Superintendents  likewise  complain 
that  it  is  only  with  much  difficulty  that  they  can  collect 
the  statistical  information  required  for  the  Executive 
Committee  and  I  myself  have  been  witness  for  the  past 
week  or  two  of  the  severe  strain  imposed  upon  the 
Grand  Scribe  E's  office  on  account  of  the  same 
conditions.  I  do  not  think  that  any  Companion  would 
be  incommoded  were  the  Annual  Convocation  put 
forward  to  the  fourth  Wednesday  in  February. 


Closing  Remarks. 

And  now,  Companions,  a  word  in  closing.  This  is 
our  jubilee  year,  and  we  stand  to-day  at  the  parting 
of  the  ways.  The  world  has  agreed  to  pay  veneration 
to  certain  landmarks  in  the  course  of  time,  the  quarter- 
centenarys,  the  half-centenarys,  and  the  centenary 
years.  We  have  completed  the  half-century  mark, 
and  perhaps  it  may  be  of  interest  and  benefit  to  take  a 
glance  over  the  past.  The  Grand  Historian,  in  his  own 
inimitable  way,  will  sketch  for  you  the  work  of  the  Order, 
show  you  how  from  small  beginnings  it  has  developed 
into  a  noble  and  beautiful  structure.  For  me  there  is 
but  the  one  question  left.  We  have  lived  for  fifty 
years,  we  have  grown  almost  out  of  recognition  during 
that  time,  what  have  we  accomplished  as  a  result  of  the 
years  that  are  gone?  We  do  not  live  for  ourselves  alone. 
Each  one  of  us  is  a  centre,  however  humble,  from  which 
influences  radiate  for  good  or  evil.  Has  each  individual 
Companion,  has  each  Chapter,  has  this  Grand  Chapter 
so  acted  that  the  good  has  gone  forth  in  ever  widening 
circles  ?  I  shall  not  attempt  to  answer.  This  is  a 
question  that  each  must  answer  for  himself.  Shall  we 
not,  at  this  Convocation,  having  ever  present  with  us 
the  memory  of  the  great  and  good  ones  who  have  passed 
away,  dedicate  ourselves  anew  to  the  service  of  Masonry. 

Again,  Companions,  I  express  feebly  my  acknow- 
ledgment of  your  great  favour  to  myself,  an  honour 
which  reflects  on  the  province  of  which  I  am  an  humble 
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representative.  The  Companions  of  the  west  appre- 
ciate to  the  full  your  kindly  act  of  recognition  of  last 
year.  That  Grand  Chapter  may  be  blessed  and  under 
Divine  guidance  in  the  next  fifty  years,  abundantly 
prosper,   will   ever  be   the   prayer   of 

Yours  fraternally, 


Grand  Z. 


It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  Moore,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  G.  F.  Shepley,  and 

Resolved :— That  the  address  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  be 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  to  report  thereon  during 
the  present  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter. 

Grand  Superintendents'  Reports. 

The  reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents  of  Dis- 
tricts were  then  presented. 
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ST.  CLAIR  DISTRICT,  No.  i. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Principals  and  Officers 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

Companions, — I  have  the  honor  to  present  my 
report  as  Grand  Superintendent  of  St.  Clair  District,  No. 
i,  for  the  year  1907.  The  past  year  has  been  an  active 
one  in  the  district.  All  the  Chapters  with  one  exception 
making  marked  progress  in  membership.  In  all  there 
has  been  a  manifest  desire  on  the  part  of  the  officers  to 
discharge  their  duties  faithfully  and  well,  and  each 
has  become  fully  equipped  with  an  excellent  set  of 
officers  for  the  coming  year. 

MacNabb  Chapter,  No.  88,  Dresden. — This  is 
my  mother  Chapter  I  attended  at  each  meeting  during 
the  year.  On  my  official  visit  in  June,  I  was  received 
in  a  right  royal  manner.  Purposely  I  chose  an  evening 
on  which  no  work  was  to  be  done,  and  the  business 
resolved  itself  into  one  for  general  discussion  and  in- 
struction, and  a  very  satisfactory  evening  was  thus 
spent.  MacNabb  Chapter  has  elected  very  capable 
officers  for  1908,  and  good  work  will  be  done. 

King  Cyrus  Chapter,  No.  119,  Leamington. — 
I  visited  the  Chapter  on  the  27th  of  June  and  was 
warmly  received  by  the  Companions.  As  the  night 
was  warm,  and  a  busy  season,  the  attendance  was  not 
large,  but  a  very  profitable  evening  was  spent  in  general 
instruction.  This  Chapter  prides  itself  on  its  beautiful 
apartments  and  most  complete  fittings,  and  has  a  very 
bright  future.  An  excellent  lunch  in  a  spacious  and 
well  arranged  banquet  room  followed  and  brought  the 
proceedings  of  a  very  pleasant  evening  to  a  close. 

Prince  of  Wales,  No.  71,  Amherstburg. — This 
Chapter  I  visited  on  the  28th  of  June,  and  the  warmth 
of  my  reception  was  beyond  all  expectations.  A  special 
car  from  Windsor  brought  a  large  number  of  Companions, 
including  R.  E.  Comp.  Koelln,  E.  Comp.  Nairn,  Mayor 
Wigle,  and  other  notables.  A  special  yacht  brought 
also  a  number  from  Chapters  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  so 
that    the    large    Chapter    room    was    crowded.       The 
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officers  of  Prince  of  Wales  Chapter  conferred  the  R.  A. 
degree  on  three  candidates  in  an  almost  perfect  manner  ; 
and  E.  Comp.  Dixon  deserves  the  very  highest  eulogies 
because  of  the  very  excellent  work  done  by  himself 
and  his  very  capable  officers. 

After  labor,  an  adjournment  was  made  to  the 
large  banquetting  hall  where  an  excellent  supper  was 
served  after  which  bright,  witty  and  able  responses 
were  made  to  a  lengthy  toast  list,  ably  introduced  by 
E.  Comp.  Dixon.  This  Chapter  is  splendidly  officered 
has  recently  elected  a  very  capable  Scribe,  E.  Comp. 
Luckham,  Collector  of  Customs  at  Amherstburg,  and 
the  Companions  have  bright  prospects  for  the  future. 

Ark  Chapter,  No.  80,  Windsor. — I  visited  this 
Chapter  on  Dec.  16th,  and  found  a  large  number  of 
Companions  and  visitors  present.  Owing  to  an  error 
in  a  notice,  a  large  contingent  of  visitors  from  Prince 
of  Wales  Chapter,  Amherstburg,  were  unavoidably 
absent.  I  found  Ark  Chapter  happily  situated  in  most 
beautiful  and  modernly  equipped  apartments  and  its 
officers  well  up  in  their  work.  The  R.  A.  degree  was 
exemplified  in  the  very  best  possible  manner,  and  the 
general  work  of  the  Chapter  is  looked  after  thoroughly. 
The  very  efficient  Scribe  E.  Comp.  Edgar,  is  a  valuable 
assistance  to  this  Chapter  as  are  also  the  services  of 
several  well  qualified  Past  Grand  Superintendents. 
Its  membership  was  increased  24  during  1907. 

An  excellently  prepared  oyster  supper  followed 
by  speeches,  recitations,  music  and  song,  and  Auld 
Lang  Syne,  brought  a  very  successful  meeting  to  a  close. 

Wellington  Chapter,  No.  47,  Chatham. — This 
Chapter  I  visited  on  Dec.  17th  and  E.  Comp.  Pike  and 
his  full  staff  of  officers  with  a  large  number  of  Companions 
received  me  right  royally  into  their  new  commodious 
and  well  equipped  Chapter  rooms  ;  after  which  the 
R.  A.  degree  was  conferred  upon  three  candidates  in  a 
very  impressive  manner.  This  Chapter  is  one  of  the 
best  in  the  district,  has  elected  a  very  thorough  and 
efficient    First    Principal     E.     Comp.     Smith.       Scribe 
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E.  Gregory  is  one  of  the  best  and  with  such  supervisors 
as  R.  E.  Comp.  Crumb,  R.  E.  Comp.  Hodgins,  E.  Comp. 
Massey  and  others,  a  very  bright  future  should  be  its 
hope.  With  sorrow  we  are  called  upon  to  note  the  loss 
by  death  to  Wellington  Chapter  during  the  past  year 
of  E.  Companion  Robert  Park,  Public  School  Inspector 
for  Kent,  and  E.  Companion  Bates,  a  very  efficient 
officer  and  a  member  for  35  }Tears.  A  very  excellent 
banquet  with  an  interesting  toast  list  closed  the  meeting. 

Erie  Chapter,  No.  73,  Ridgetown. — I  was  re- 
ceived very  warmly  on  my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter 
on  Dec.  20th,  by  E.  Comp.  Dr.  Young  and  his  officers 
and  a  number  of  Companions.  No  degrees  were  con- 
ferred, but  a  very  pleasant  and  instructive  evening  was 
spent,  discussing  many  points  in  connection  with  the 
work,  and  many  subjects  for  the  good  and  welfare  of 
the  Chapter.  This  Chapter  has  passed  through  a 
period  of  depression,  but  has  good  prospects  for  the 
future.  The  newly  elected  officers  are  enthusiastic, 
and  will  add  new  life  and  vigor.  A  hot  dinner  at  the 
Arlington  Hotel  after  the  meeting,  was  splendidly 
prepared  and  thoroughly  enjoyed. 

Concluding,  I  can  certainly  report  Capitular  Masonry 
in  St.  Clair  District  to  be  in  the  best  of  condition ;  all 
the  Chapters  with  one  exception,  have  made  marked 
gains  in  membership,  all  are  gaining  financially  and 
peace  and  the  best  of  good  feeling  exist  everywhere. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  Irvine  Wiley, 

Grand  Supt.  St.  Clair  District,  No.  1. 
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LONDON  DISTRICT,  No.  2. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z. ,  Principals  and  Officers 
of  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  my  report  as  Grand 
Superintendent  of  London  District,  No.  2,  for  the 
year  1907.  I  have  visited  all  the  Chapters  in  the  dis- 
trict, and  am  pleased  to  state  that  harmony  prevails, 
and  your  representative  was  received  everywhere  in 
the  most  cordial  and  loyal  manner. 

Palestine  Chapter,  No.  54,  St.  Thomas. — My 
first  official  visit  was  made  to  this  Chapter  on  May  9th, 
being  accompanied  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Tancock.  E.  Comps. 
Baker,  Crawford,  Johnston,  and  Stevens  of  London,  and 
E.  Comp.  Evely,  of  Strathroy.  I  was  greeted  by  a  very 
large  attendance.  This  Chapter  is  one  of  the  finest 
in  the  district,  and  is  very  progressive.  I  was  exceed- 
ingly pleased  with  the  correct  manner  in  which  the 
M.  M.  M.  degree  was  conferred  by  E.  Comp.  Honsinger 
and  his  staff.  All  seemed  to  be  anxious  to  maintain  the 
high  standard  of  excellence  enjoyed  by  this  Chapter. 
The  books  are  well  looked  after  by  E.  Comp.  Idsardi, 
Scribe  E.I 

Bruce  Chapter,  No.  53,  Petrolia. — I  visited' 
this  Chapter  on  May  15th,  and  was  received  in  a  very 
loyal  manner  by  the  First  Principal  and  Companions. 
There  was  a  good  attendance,  E.  Comp.  Benest  and 
officers  worked  the  M.  M.  M.  degree  in  a  very  impressive 
manner.  The  books  are  well  kept  and  V.  E.  Comp. 
Sinclair  is  a  very  faithful  and  painstaking  official. 
Bruce  Chapter  is  in  every  way  satisfactory  and  a  bright 
future  is  assured. 

Beaver  Chapter,  No.  74.  Strathroy. — I  officially 
visited  this,  my  home  Chapter,  on  Sept.  10th,  and  was 
warmly  received  by  the  officers  and  Companions.  I 
was  accompanied  by  E.  Comp.  Honsinger  of  Palestine 
Chapter,  No.  54,  St.  Thomas.  Beaver  Chapter  has  had 
a  prosperous  year  under  the  guiding  hand  of  E.  Comp. 
McBeth.  The  prospects  of  this  Chapter  are  exceedingly 
good. 
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Aylmer  Chapter,  No.  8i,  Aylmer. — Accompanied 
by  E.  Comps.  Honsinger,  Henning  and  Leitch  of  Pales- 
tine, St.  Thomas,  I  visited  this  Chapter  on  Oct.  22nd, 
and  was  greeted  by  E.  Comp.  Kilmer  and  a  goodly 
number  of  the  Companions.  On  this  occasion  there 
was  no  work.  The  Chapter  is  in  good  condition,  and 
has  the  good  fortune  to  have  an  excellent  staff  of  officers. 
The  Scribe  E.  Comp.  Richards  is  a  very  careful  official, 
and  the  books  are  in  good  condition.  This  Chapter 
has  every  prospect  for  a  successful  year. 

London  Chapter,  No.  150,  London. — On  October 
the  15th,  I  officially  visited  this  Chapter  accompanied 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  Tancock,  G.  P.  S.,  and  met  with  a  very 
cordial  reception  at  the  hands  of  E.  Comp.  Baker  and  a 
large  number  of  the  Companions.  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  R.  E.  Comps.  John  Graham  and  R.  W.  Evans, 
Past  Grand  Supts.  The  Royal  Arch  degree  was  con- 
ferred on  several  candidates  and  I  was  pleased  to  see  the 
correct  and  impressive  way  in  which  the  degree  was 
conferred  by  E.  Comp.  Baker  and  his  staff.  The 
Chapter  is  very  fortunate  in  its  officers  who  are  zealous 
and  faithful  members  in  the  Chapter.  E.  Comp.  Reed 
is  an  excellent  Scribe  E.,  and  the  affairs  of  the  Chapter 
are  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

Wawanosh  Chapter,  No.  15,  Sarnia — On  Nov. 
8th  I  visited  this  Chapter  officially,  accompanied  by 
E.  Comps.  Donaldson,  Evely  and  Forsythe,  of  Beaver 
Chapter,  Strathroy.  I  was  greeted  by  a  full  Chapter 
room.  E.  Comp.  McDonald  and  staff  worked  the  R.  A. 
degree  on  three  candidates,  and  I  must  say  that  the 
work  was  well  done.  This  Chapter  is  in  a  nourishing 
condition,  and  has  an  excellent  staff  of  officers.  E. 
Comp.  Wanless  is  an  expert  in  the  office  of  Scribe  E., 
and  needless  to  say  the  books  are  well  kept. 

Minnewawa  Chapter,  No.  78,  Parkhill. — I  visited 
this  Chapter  officially  on  November  21st,  and  received 
a  cordial  reception  from  the  officers  and  Companions. 
The  Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred  for  the  inspection 
of  the  Grand  Superintendent  and  the  work  was  done 
in  an  excellent  manner.     I  was  very  much  pleased  with 
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the  work  in  the  Chapter  which  is  due  to  the  care  taken 
in  selecting  the  officers.  E.  Comp.  Dawson,  the  Scribe 
E.,  is  an  excellent  officer  and  is  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place.  Had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  R.  E.  Comp.  Caw 
and  E.  Comp.  Sutherland.  The  prospects  for  Capitular 
Masonry  are  very  bright  for  Minnewawa,  No.  78. 

St.  George's  Chapter,  No.  5,  London. — I  made 
my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  Nov.  22nd,  accom- 
panied by  E.  Comp.  Honsinger,  of  St.  Thomas,  and  was 
received  right  royally  by  E.  Comp.  Emerson  and  the 
presiding  officers  and  Companions.  This  being  the 
annual  meeting,  the  officers  for  1908  were  elected,  after 
which  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred  on  one  of 
the  largest  classes  of  the  year.  R.  E.  Comp.  W .  A. 
Wilson  acted  as  First  Principal,  and  conferred  the  degree 
in  his  usual  impressive  way  and  the  work  throughout 
was  excellent.  E.  Comp.  Spittal  makes  a  capital  Scribe 
E.,  and  looks  after  this  office  in  the  right  way.  St. 
George's  Chapter  is  enjoying  a  good  measure  of  prosperity 
and  gives  promise  of  becoming  one  of  the  best  Chapters 
in  the  jurisdiction. 

St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  3,  London. — On  Nov. 
27th,  accompanied  by  E.  Comp.  McBeth,  I  visited  this 
Chapter  officially  and  was  warmly  received  by  the 
First  Principal  E.  Comp.  Crawford  and  a  large  number 
of  the  Companions.  At  this  meeting  the  election  of 
officers  took  place,  and  I  was  glad  to  see  the  manner  in 
which  the  business  of  the  Chapter  was  conducted.  The 
Royal  Arch  degree  was  then  conferred  on  several  candi- 
dates by  E.  Comp.  Crawford  and  his  able  staff  in  a 
faultless  manner.  The  Scribe  E.,  R.  E.  Comp.  Ellwood, 
is  one  of  the  best  secretaries  in  the  district,  and  renders 
valuable  assistance  to  the  Council.  This  Chapter  is  the 
second  largest  in  the  jurisdiction  and  has  had  a  very 
prosperous  year  with  bright  prospects  for  the  future. 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  at  this  convocation  R.  E. 
Comps.  Cooper  and  Graham,  Past  Grand  Supts. 

Sombra  Chapter,  No.  153,  Sombra. — I  made  an 
official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  Dec.  11,  and  was  re- 
ceived in  a  very  cordial   manner  by  the  officers  and 
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Companions.  This  is  the  youngest  Chapter  in  the  dis- 
trict and  is  growing  rapidly.  The  officers  for  1908  were 
elected  at  this  meeting  and  E.  Comp.  Stokes  conferred 
the  M.M.M.  degree  on  two  candidates.  I  must  say  that 
for  a  new  Chapter  the  work  was  fairly  well  done,  and 
speaks  well  for  the  officers  who  carry  on  its  business. 
This  Chapter  has  lost  one  of  its  best  Companions,  E. 
Comp.  Roebuck,  who  was  one  of  the  landmarks  of  the 
Craft,  and  greatly  missed  in  Sombra  Chapter.  The 
books  are  well  looked  after  by  Comp.  Stokes,  and  the 
affairs  of  the  Chapter  are  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition. 

In  conclusion  I  would  say  that  in  all  my  visits  I 
have  taken  occasion  to  examine  the  regalia  and  para- 
phernalia of  the  different  Chapters  and  find  them  in  good 
condition.  I  have  to  report  that  all  Chapter  rooms 
are  all  neatly  furnished  and  kept.  Uniformity  has 
been  the  object  in  all  visits,  and  I  believe  the  Chapters 
of  the  district  are  endeavoring  to  maintain  this  important 
essential  of  the  work. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  district  for  the  honor  conferred 
on  me  at  last  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter,  and  for 
the  many  kindnesses  bestowed  on  me  on  my  official 
visits,  which  I  shall  remember  with  a  great  deal  of  pleas- 
ure. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  H.  Argue, 

Grand  Supt.  London  District;  No.  2. 
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WILSON  DISTRICT,  No.  3. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Z. ,  the  Principals  and  Officers 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  on  the 
condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Wilson  District,  No.  3, 
for  the  year  1907. 

I  made  an  official  visit  to  all  the  Chapters  in  the 
district,  five  in  number,  and  received  a  cordial  welcome 
in  each  and  found  peace  and  harmony  prevailing  through- 
out. 

The  officers  of  the  several  Chapters  seem  desirous 
of  doing  the  work  impressively  and  everywhere  Royal 
Arch  Masons  are  being  made  and  much  good  work  is 
being  accomplished. 

Mount  Horeb  Chapter,  No.  20,  Brantford. — 
Accompanied  by  M.  E.  Comp.  M.  Walsh,  and  E.  Comps. 
John  Revel  and  Austin  Miller,  all  of  Harris  Chapter, 
No.  41,  Ingersoll,  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  1,  I  visited 
Mount  Horeb  Chapter,  No.  20,  at  Brantford.  We  were 
met  at  the  station  by  a  number  of  Companions,  escorted 
to  the  hotel  and  thence  to  the  Chapter  room,  where, 
after  having  been  received  in  the  usual  manner  the 
Royal  Arch  degree  was  exemplified  in  a  very  creditable 
manner  indeed  by  E.  Comp.  J.J.  Waldron,  assisted  very 
efficiently  by  the  several  officers  of  the  Chapter.  Short, 
earnest,  and  we  hope  effective,  speeches  were  made  by 
M.  E.  Comp.  M.  Walsh,  P.  G.  Z.,  E.  Comps.  Gibson,  of 
Hamilton,  Revel  and  Miller,  of  Ingersoll,  and  others, 
after  which  the  Chapter  closed  in  harmony.  The  books 
and  accounts  of  this  Chapter  are  excellently  well  kept 
by  Comp.  Thos.  Kerr,  S.  E.,  and  I  wish  to  congratulate 
this  Chapter  on  having  such  an  efficient  officer.  Mount 
Horeb  Chapter  is  very  progressive,  has  enthusiastic 
officers  and  members,  and  splendid  prospects  for  the 
future.  The  usual  banquet  followed,  and  some  very 
good  after-dinner  addresses  were  given.  The  address 
given  by  Comp.  Sowes,  who  suffers  from  the  afflictions 
of  partial  blindness  and  deafness,  in  proposing  the  toast 
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to  the  visiting  Companions,  was  indeed  the  speech  of  the 
evening  many  of  the  Companions  expressed  themselves 
as  never  having  heard  anything  equalling  it. 

Oxford  Chapter,  No.  18,  Woodstock. — Accom- 
panied by  V.  E.  Comp.  Woolson,  R.  E.  Comp.  Partlo, 
E.  Comps.  Revel  and  Edwards,  and  several  other  Com- 
panions of  Harris  Chapter,  Ingersoll,  I  made  my  official 
visit  to  this  Chapter.  The  number  in  attendance  at  the 
meeting  was  small,  but  considerable  hopefulness  was 
manifested  by  those  present.  The  ranks  of  their  officers 
have  beenbroken  several  times  during  the  year  by  death, 
and  removals,  which  have  had  a  depressing  effect  on 
the  Companions.  However,  I  think  the  condition  is 
changing  to  one  of  hopefulness,  and  as  there  are  two 
large  progressive  blue  lodges  located  here,  there  is  no 
reason  why  Capitular  Masonry  should  not  flourish  also. 

The  Royal  Arch  degree  was  exemplified  by  E.  Comp. 
Dutton,  First  Principal,  assisted  by  V.  E.  Comp.  Karn, 
in  a  very  creditable  manner  indeed,  considering  the 
disabilities  they  are  laboring  under.  After  short  speeches 
by  E.  Comp.  Woolson,  R.  E.  Comp.  Partlo,  E.  Comps. 
Revel  and  Edwards,  and  others,  the  Chapter  was  closed. 
The  books  and  accounts  are  well  kept  by  the  S.  E. 
V.E.Comp.  H.  A.  Biggins.     The  usual  banquet  followed. 

Ezra  Chapter,  No.  23,  Simcoe. — On  Nov.  21st  I 
visited  this  Chapter.  R.  E.  Comp.  Reid  met  me  at  the 
hotel  and  conducted  me  to  the  Chapter  room,  where  I 
received  a  right  royal  welcome.  The  lodge  room  in 
which  the  Chapter  meetings  are  held  has  just  been  reno- 
vated, and  the  Masons  of  Simcoe  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  having  a  splendid  hall  and  every  convenience  for 
carrying  on  the  work  of  Masonry.  There  was  a  large 
number  of  Companions  present,  many  having  driven 
in  some  twelve  or  more  miles,  which  goes  to  show  that 
they  are  lovers  of  the  Craft  and  enthusiastic  Masons. 
The  Royal  Arch  degree  was  excellently  worked  by 
E.  Comp.  R.  E.  Gunton,  First  Principal,  assisted  by 
his  very  able  officers.  The  work  throughout  was  im- 
pressive, but  I  am  constrained  to  say  that  the  mystical 
knowledge   of  this   supreme   degree   was   exceptionally 
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well  delivered  by  R.  E.  Comps.  Reid  and  Christie  of 
this  Chapter.  The  Companions  here  are  among  the 
best  class  of  citizens,  are  enthusiastic  and  the  Chapter 
therefore  has  a  brilliant  prospect  before  it.  It  now 
ranks  as  the  banner  Chapter  in  the  district  as  regards 
the  number  of  its  membership,  but  I  wish  to  say  that 
it  will  have  to  hustle  to  retain  this  distinction,  as  the 
Chapter  at  Brantford  is  a  strong  competitor  for  that 
honor.  Capitular  Masonry  will  not  suffer  at  the  hands 
of  the  Companions  here.  A  very  pleasant  hour  was 
spent  in  the  banquetting  hall  on  closing  the  Chapter. 

Harris  Chapter,  No.  41,  Ingersoll. — I  made 
my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  the  evening  of 
Nov.  13th.  The  Companions  of  this,  my  mother 
Chapter,  went  to  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  expense 
to  make  the  occasion  a  notable  one.  There  was  a  good 
attendance  of  the  members  and  my  reception  was  all 
any  one  could  desire.  After  the  reception,  the  Chapter 
was  closed  in  the  Royal  Arch  degree  and  opened  in  the 
M.  M.  M.'s  degree,  which  was  conferred  in  a  very  credit- 
able manner  indeed,  by  E.  Comp.  J.  Revel,  First  Princi- 
pal, and  E.  Comp.  Edwards,  Third  Principal.  All  the 
officers  did  their  parts  efficiently  and  with  a  few  re- 
hearsals, will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  able  to  do  the  work 
equal  to  any  of  the  other  Chapters  in  the  district. 
They  certainly  have  made  great  progress  in  the  quality 
of  their  work,  and  as  there  are  several  candidates  ac- 
cepted, and  consequently  a  good  deal  of  degree  work 
before  them,  I  hope  to  see  the  officers  of  this  Chapter 
doing  almost  perfect  work  ere  the  close  of  their  tenure 
of  office.  The  interest  in  Capitular  Masonry  here  is  in  a 
state  of  revival  which  I  trust  may  continue  and  produce 
grand  and  lasting  results.  An  excellent  banquet  fol- 
lowed at  the  hotel  of  Comp.  R.  Reid,  which  reflected 
great  credit  on  the  host  and  hostess,  and  was  thoroughly 
enjoyed  by  all  the  Companions  and  brethren  present. 

Brant  Chapter,  No.  115,  Paris. — I  made  my 
official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  the  night  of  Dec.  16. 
Was  met  at  the  hotel  portals  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Smylie, 
and  was  given  a  right  royal  welcome.     After  having  been 
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received  in  due  form  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  worked 
by  E.  Comp.  J.  R.  Inksater  in  a  very  impressive  and 
thorough  manner  indeed.  I  have  never  seen  it  done 
better.  All  the  officers  did  their  parts  well,  and  the  work 
was  a  treat  to  all  the  Companions  present.  The  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year  were  then  installed  and  invested  by 
R.  E.  Comp.  Smylie,  assisted  by  myself,  after  which 
the  Chapter  was  closed  impressively.  The  interests  of 
Brant  Chapter  are  in  good  hands,  as  an  excellent  set  of 
officers,  men  of  the  best  stations  of  life,  who  are  enthus- 
iasts in  Masonry,  are  at  the  helm.  The  usual  banquet 
followed,  and  I  wish  to  say  that  I  have  never  met  in  my 
Masonic  career  a  more,  enthusiastic  or  better  class  of 
citizens  than  those  who  surrounded  the  festive  board 
on  this  occasion.  It  makes  me  wish  to  be  present  at  all 
their  functions  in  the  future.  Capitular  Masonry  has 
excellent  prospects  in  Paris. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  Companions 
of  Wilson  District  for  the  honor  conferred  on  me  at  the 
last  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter,  an  honor  which  I 
have  striven  to  deserve  and  which  I  hope  to  pass  on 
unsullied  to  my  successor.  I  desire  also  to  express 
thanks  to  the  Companions  of  the  various  Chapters  for 
their  more  than  kindness  to  me  during  my  term  of  office, 
and  their  loyalty  to  the  Grand  Chapter.  I  sincerely 
trust  that  the  companionship  and  brotherly  love  that 
prevails  now  in  this  district  may  continue  and  abide  for 
evermore. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  A.  Neff, 

Grand  Supt.  Wilson  District,  No,  3 . 
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WELLINGTONjDISTRICT,  No.  4. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  ike' Grand  Z.,  Principals  and  Officers 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  submit  herewith  for  your 
consideration  my  report  on  the  condition  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  Wellington  District,  No.  4,  for  the  year  end- 
ing December  31st,  1907. 

I  would  first  like  to  thank  the  Excellent  Companions 
of  this  district  for  the  confidence  they  put  in  me,  by 
electing  me  to  the  highest  office  in  this  district.  I  con- 
sider it  a  great  honor  and  a  great  privilege  to  be  permitted 
to  take  this  high  standing  among  the  Companions. 

I  have  visited  all  the  Chapters  in  the  district, 
namely,  Waterloo,  No.  32,  Gait  ;  Guelph,  No.  40,  Guelph  ; 
Enterprise,  No.  67,  Harriston  ;  Ionic,  No.  83,  Orange- 
ville  ;  and  Berlin,  No.  117,  Berlin  ;  and  find  them  all 
to  be  working  the  degrees  with  the  same  uniformity, 
which  speaks  well  for  my  predecessor.  All  the  Chapters 
have  had  work  during  the  year,  and  I  am  pleased  to 
report  that  in  every  case  the  Excellent  Z.  has  been  able 
to  do  the  work  fairly  well,  that  peace  and  harmony 
prevail  throughout  the  district,  and  that  progress, 
prosperity,  and  a  general  desire  to  work  the  degrees 
in  an  efficient  and  impressive  manner  seems  to  be  the 
ambition  of  the  officers  of  all  the  Chapters,  and  they  are 
ably  assisted  in  each  Chapter  by  some  of  the  old  past  Z.'s 

Waterloo  Chapter,  No.  32,  Galt. — I  paid  my 
official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  Monday  evening,  October 
14th,  and  was  accompanied  by  R.  E.  Comp.  R.  Mahoney, 
and  Comp.  R.  Kennedy,  of  Guelph  Chapter.  There  was 
quite  a  large  attendance  of  members  at  this  meeting 
after  their  summer  vacation,  and  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
once  more  meeting  R.  E.  Comp's  Taylor,  Porteous  and 
Cowan,  who  take  a  great  interest  in  their  Chapter,  and 
are  almost  regular  in  attendance.  This  Chapter  is  to 
be  congratulated  on  the  attendance  of  the  senior  Com- 
panions. Owing  to  the  absence  of  E.  Comp.  W.  J. 
Taggart,  Z.,  who  was  unavoidably  detained  through 
business,   the  First  Principal's  chair  was  taken  by  E. 
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Comp.  Collins,  the  Past  Z.,  who  worked  the  Royal  Arch 
degree  in  a  very  creditable  manner,  assisted  by  R.  E. 
Comps.  Taylor  and  Porteous.  The  Chapter  is  favored 
with  one  of  the  most  efficient  Scribes  in  the  district 
Comp.  Blake,  who  has  the  welfare  of  this  Chapter  at 
heart,  Waterloo  Chapter  is  forging  ahead,  and  is  taking 
in  some  very  good  material.  After  labor  came  refresh- 
ments, which  were  served  in  the  banquet  hall,  where  a 
pleasant  hour  was  spent  in  fraternal  intercourse. 

Guelph  Chapter,  No.  40,  Guelph. — Although^I 
have  been  a  regular  attendant  of  this  Chapter  during 
my  period  of  office,  I  did  not  make  my  official  visit  until 
Friday,  Dec.  13th,  as  the  new  officers  of  this  Chapter 
were  not  installed  until  July,  and  it  gave  them  a  chance 
to  get  their  work  in  first-class  order.  E.  Comp.  W.  A. 
Rapp,  First  Principal,  had  five  candidates  on  for  the 
Royal  Arch  degree,  and  with  the  assistance  of  E.  Comp. 
W.  G.  Stevenson  and  E.  Comp.  R.  Kennedy,  the  work 
was  done  in  very  good  form,  although  the  Chapter  had 
been  handicapped  by  the  Principal  Sojourner  not  having 
taken  his  office,  but  as  they  have  such  old  Companions 
as  R.  E.  Comp.  Scoon,  and  R.  E.  Comp.  R.  Mahoney, 
who  were  also  at  the  meeting,  they  have  old  members 
to  stand  by.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  said  for  the 
manner  in  which  the  Scribe  E.  Comp.  C.  Gair  keeps  his 
books,  and  everything  in  this  office  is  kept  in  a  neat  and 
up-to-date  manner.  After  the  degrees  were  over  and 
the  Chapter  was  closed,  the  Companions  adjourned  to 
the  banquetting  hall,  where  a  pleasant  hour  was  spent. 

Enterprise,  Chapter  No.  67,  Harriston. — I 
visited  this  Chapter  on  Monday,  Dec.  2nd,  and  was 
accompanied  by  R.  E.  Comp.  R.  Mahoney,  who  has 
been  a  very  faithful  Companion,  and  who  has  accom- 
panied me  in  all  my  official  visits.  I  was  to  have  visited 
this  Chapter  in  October,  but  owing  to  the  Frist  Principal 
being  out  of  town,  my  visit  was  cancelled  to  this  date, 
when  they  expected  to  work  the  Royal  Arch  degree, 
and  have  the  installation  of  officers.  Unfortunately  the 
candidates  for  the  degree  on  this  night  were  detained 
and  there  was  no  other  work  except  the  installation  of 
officers,  and  I  had  the  pleasure  of  assisting  in  that  work. 
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I  find  by  the  books  and  reports  from  this  Chapter  that 
they  have  had  a  very  successful  year,  and  was  more  than 
pleased  to  meet  on  my  visit  such  old  Companions  as 
R.  E.  Comp.  Prain,  E.  Companion  Fischer,  and  E. 
Companion  Yeo.  The  Companions  of  Enterprise  Chap- 
ter turned  out  well,  and  we  had  a  first-class  meeting, 
and  I  am  sure  from  the  class  of  officers  that  were  in- 
stalled, there  is  nothnig  but  prosperity  ahead  for  Enter- 
prise Chapter.  After  the  installation  work  was  com- 
pleted, the  Companions  assembled  around  the  banquet- 
ting  table  where  a  very  jolly  hour  was  spent  in  speeches, 
songs,  etc. 

Ionic  Chapter,  No.  83,  Orangeville. — I  paid 
my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  Thursday,  Dec.  18th, 
and  although  it  was  a  very  stormy  evening,  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  R.  E.  Comp.  Robt.  Mann,  and  V.  E. 
Comp.  J.  N.  Fish,  and  E.  Comp.  John  Kilpatrick.  There 
was  no  work  on  for  the  evening  but  the  installation  of 
officers  for  the  insuing  year  took  place  and  was  con- 
ducted by  V.  E.  Comp.  J.  N.  Fish,  assisted  by  E.  Comp. 
McKeown,  and  I  feel  sure  from  the  officers  installed 
that  Ionic  Chapter  will  have  a  very  prosperous  year 
ahead  of  them,  as  all  the  officers  seem  to  me  to  take 
great  interest  in  the  work  and  good  things  may  be  looked 
for  from  this  Chapter.  I  have  to  apoligize  for  not  visit- 
ing Ionic  Chapter  earlier  in  the  year,  but  the  night  that 
was  appointed  for  my  official  visit  I  was  unavoidably 
absent  through  sickness,  and  could  not  attend  the 
meeting.  Ionic  Chapter  has  a  very  efficient  Scribe  E.  in 
Comp.  D.  McPherson,  who  does  his  work  in  an  up-to- 
date  manner  and  has  his  books  nicely  and  neatly  kept. 
Under  the  direction  of  the  present  installed  officers, 
assisted  by  R.  E.  Comps.  Irvine  and  Mann,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  that  Ionic  Chapter  will  be  heard  from  in  the 
near  future.  After  the  installation  of  officers  took  place, 
the  Companions  adjourned  to  their  banquetting  hall 
where  a  pleasant  hour  was  spent. 

Berlin  Chapter,  No.  117,  Berlin. — I  made  my 
first  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  April  19th,  it  being 
their  regular  meeting,  and  I  was  accompanied  by  R.  E. 
Comp.  R.  Mahoney,  and  had  great  pleasure  in  meeting 
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E.  Comp.  Wm.  Oelschlager  and  V.  E.  Comp.  G.  W. 
Woodward,  and  several  other  of  the  old  Companions  of 
Berlin  Chapter.  After  the  regular  business  of  the 
evening  was  disposed  of,  the  officers  conferred  the 
Royal  Arch  degree  and  the  work  was  done  in  a  first- 
class  manner.  The  officers  of  Berlin  Chapter  are 
entitled  to  great  credit  for  the  way  in  which  they  ex- 
emplified that  degree.  The  regular  officers  were  assisted 
by  E.  Comp.  J.  H.  Walker,  who  is  a  very  valuable  officer 
to  Berlin  Chapter,  and  one  who  takes  a  great  interest 
in  the  Chapter  work.  It  was  also  very  gratifying  to 
know  that  the  dues  were  paid  right  up  to  date  and  that 
the  books  were  kept  in  such  a  remarkably  neat  and 
up-to-date  way  by  their  efficient  Scribe  E.,  Comp.  F. 
Spence.  Berlin  Chapter  is  going  along  nicely  and  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  they  will  some  day  be 
the  banner  Chapter  of  Wellington  District. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

W.  A.  Mahoney, 

Grand  Supt.  Wellington  District,  No.  4. 
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[HAMILTON  DISTRICT,  No.^.j 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.  ^Officers  andjCompan- 
ions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  [Masons 
of\Canada  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  brief  report 
of  the  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Hamilton 
District,  No.  5,  and,  in  doing  so,  I  wish  to  express  my 
appreciation  of  the  honor  which  the  representatives  of 
the  Chapters  in  this  district  have  conferred  upon  me. 
It  has  been  a  year  of  profit  and  pleasure  to  me,  a  broad- 
ening of  my  view  of  Capitular  work,  and  a  continuous 
formation  of  new  friendships  and  confirmation  of  the 
old  ones  ;  and  I  have  been  able  to  see  and  appreciate 
better  the  love  for  Arch  Masonry  which  keeps  warm  the 
hearts  of  Companions,  young  and  old,  and,  unfed  by 
which,  the  fire  on'the  altar  would  soon  go  cold  and  dead. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  a  year  of  steady  pro- 
gress in  all  the  Chapters  of  the  district,  with  the  possible 
exception  of  one,  where  circumstances,  over  which  there 
was 9jno" control,  hindered  the  customary  advance. 

The  two  Chapters  in  the  city  of  Hamilton  I  have 
visited  unofficially  many  times  during  the  year,  and 
have  always  found  everything  regular  and  in  order, 
with  a  uniform  excellence  of  rendition  of  the  work. 

The  Hiram  Chapter,  No.  2,  Hamilton. — At  rthe 
request  of  the  First  Principal,  I  paid  an  official  visit  to 
Hiram  Chapter  on  November  22nd,  and  conducted 
the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  un- 
animity of  choice  displayed  at  this  election  augurs  well 
for  the  prosperity  of  the  Chapter.  The  officers  both 
principal  and  subordinate,  I  find  to  have  been  regular 
and  prompt  in  their  attendance  at  all  the  meetings, 
and  certainly  merit  the  promotion  they  have  received. 
The  zealous  and  untiring  Scribe  E.,  V.  E.  Comp.  Geo. 
H.  Lanigan,  is  a  strong  factor  in  the  prosperity  of  the 
Chapter. 

Ancaster  Chapter,  U.  D.,  Ancaster. — It  was 
with  some  feeling  of  trepidation  and  uncertainty  that 
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I  started  out  on  an  official  visit  to  Ancaster  Chapter  on 
the  26th  of  November,  accompanied  by  a  strong  depu- 
tation of  Hamilton  Companions,  for  I  felt  apprehensive 
of  the  disagreeable,  though  possible,  necessity  of  report- 
ing unfavorably  on  a  baby  Chapter,  and  it  was  with 
great  relief  and  joy  that  I  saw  the  earnest  work  and 
vigorous  enthusiasm  of  the  few  who  have  the  future  of 
the  Chapter  in  their  hands.  I  was  more  particularly 
struck  with  the  good  style  and  capabilities  of  the  younger 
members  and  junior  officers,  and,  although  the  work 
of  the  Chapter  has  been  fairly  satisfactory  for  the  past 
year,  I  feel  still  more  confident  of  its  success  when  those 
who  are  now  filling  the  subordinate  positions  become  the 
leaders.  This  Chapter  began  work  Nov.  19th,  1906, 
and  since  that  time  has  initiated  six  candidates,  having 
now  a  membership  of  seventeen.  The  officers  exempli- 
fied for  me  the  R.  A.  degree,  which  they  conferred  in 
very  fair  style,  the  work  of  the  P.  S.  and  the  M.  of  the 
V.  being  noticeably  good. 

St.  Clair  Chapter,  No.  75,  Milton. — Here  one  can 
see  a  good  example  of  what  can  be  done  with  a  moribund 
Chapter  by  earnest  unselfish  effort.  It  is  not  very  many 
years  ago  that  St.  Clair  Chapter  was  in  such  condition 
that  its  own  members  had  begun  to  despair  of  its  life, 
but  the  unceasing  toil  of  R.  E.  Comp.  George  Moore, 
at  that  time  the  G.  S.  of  this  district,  aided  by  the 
loving  help  of  a  few  of  the  old  St.  Clair  bodyguard, 
R.  E.  Comp.  Fraser,  R.  E.  Comp.  Panton  and  one  or  two 
more,  revived  the  inert  body  and  to-day  there  is  no 
better  Chapter  in  the  district,  nor  is  there  any  with 
brighter  prospects.  The  work  is  good,  the  financial 
standing  is  good,  the  material  is  good,  and,  best  of  all, 
the  officers  are  good  and  true.  I  saw  the  R.  A.  degree 
exemplified  in  an  excellent  manner,  and  conducted  the 
election  of  officers.  R.  E.  Companion  Panton  makes 
an  admirable  Scribe  E.,  and  looks  carefully  after  the 
interests  of  the  Chapter. 

White  Oak  Chapter,  No.  104,  Oakville. — I  was 
received  most  kindly  on  my  visit  to  White  Oak  Chapter, 
on  December  3rd,  whither  I  was  escorted  by  a  large 
number  of  Companions  from  both  Hiram  and  St.  John's 
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Chapters.  On  account  of  an  epidemic  of  sickness  in  the 
town  there  had  been  no  meetings  of  the  Chapter  held 
since  June,  but  at  the  time  of  my  visit  the  danger  was 
past,  and  the  Companions  were  all  looking  forward  to  an 
early  renewal  of  work.  However,  in  the  spring  there 
had  been  four  initiations,  which  relieved  what  would 
otherwise  have  been  but  a  barren  year.  This  is  a  good 
Chapter  with  good  officers,  and  I  doubt  not  that  it  will 
be  uniformly  successful  and  progressive.  I  conducted 
the  election  of  officers  and  can  congratulate  the  Chapter 
on  the  excellence  of  its  official  material.  E.  Comp. 
W.  O.  Joyce,  who  was  re-elected  S.  E.  for  the  thirteenth 
time  is  a  model  secretary  and  has  the  welfare  of  the 
Chapter  at  heart. 

St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  6,  Hamilton. — This,  my 
own  Chapter,  I  visited  officially  on  the  occasion  of  the 
annual  convocation,  December  12th,  when  the  officers 
were  elected  for  the  following  twelve  months.  Old  St. 
John's  needs  no  recommendation  from  me  ;  the  work 
has  been  consistently  good,  and  the  incoming  officers  are 
of  such  calibre  as  to  give  assurance  of  success,  while  the 
unflagging  interest  of  the  old  Past  Principals  in  the 
Chapter's  affairs  is  an  ever  present  asset.  One  of  St. 
John's  most  valued  and  valuable  possessions  is  her  Scribe 
E.,  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  J.  McAllister. 

In  fine,  Capitular  Masonry  was  never  in  better 
shape  in  the  Hamilton  District  than  it  is  to-day.  In  all 
the  Chapters  the  officers  are  good  strong  men  who  are  a 
power  not  only  in  their  lodge,  but  also  in  the  community, 
the  material  for  work  is  being  carefully  selected,  the 
average  attendance  at  meetings  is  good,  the  books  are 
well  kept,  and  the  financial  standing  sound.  I  have  no 
fear  for  this  district. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  M.  Logan, 

Grand  Supt.  Hamilton  District,  No.  5. 
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HURON  DISTRICT,  No.  6. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  First  Principal,   and 
Officers  of  Grand  Chapter  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration 
the  following  report  of  the  condition  of  Capitular  Mason- 
ry in  the  Huron   District   during  the  year  just  closing. 

Havelock  Chapter,  No.  63,  Kincardine. — My 
first  official  visit  was  paid  to  Havelock  Chapter, 
Kincardine,  on  the  19th  of  April.  This  is  my  mother 
Chapter  and  I  experienced  both  regret  and  pleasure  in 
paying  this  visit, — regret  that  I  had  never  visited  it 
from  the  time  I  was  exalted,  and  pleasure  that  when  I 
did  visit  it,  it  should  be  as  Grand  Superintendent. 
The  attendance  was  good  considering  the  absence  from 
town  of  many  Companions.  The  work  for  the  occasion, 
conferring  the  M.  M.  M.  degree  on  two  candidates,  was 
very  well  done  by  E.  Comp.  Dr.  Bruce,  who  was  ably 
assisted  by  a  competent  staff  of  officers.  I  regretted 
very  much  the  absence  of  R.  E.  Comp.  R.  D.  Hall, 
who  was  confined  to  his  house  through  illness. 

Saugeen  Chapter,  No.  50,  Walkerton. — On  the 
21st  May  I  visited  Saugeen  Chapter  at  Walkerton. 
There  was  only  a  small  attendance,  but  those  present 
were  enthusiastic  Masons.  R.  E.  Comp.  Col.  J.  H. 
Scott  and  E.  Comp.  Norris  of  Havelock,  were  present. 
Two  candidates  were  exalted  to  the  supreme  degree  of 
the  H.  R.  A.,  E.  Comp.  J.  Grainger  acting  as  First 
Principal,  and  he  did  the  work  very  well.  This  Chapter 
has  suffered  quite  a  loss  in  the  removal  from  Walkerton 
of  R.  E.  Comp.  Cheswright.  I  was  pleased  to  see  among 
the  number  present,  three  Companions  who  belonged  to 
Saugeen  Chapter  before  the  charter  was  surrendered 
and  passed  over  to  Mitchell.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the 
Companions  will  work  more  zealously  for  their  Chapter 
and  make  it  the  banner  Chapter  of  the  district  as  it  might 
well  be. 

The  Malloch  Chapter,  No.  66,  Seaforth. — On 
Monday,   17th  June  I  visited  "The  Malloch,"  Chapter 
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in  Seaforth,  The  attendance  was  very  fair  and  the 
work,  exemplifying  the  M.  M.  M.  degree  was  well  done, 
the  floor  work  was  very  good.  I  must  say  that  this 
Chapter  has  a  model  Scribe  E.,  who  keeps  his  books 
excellently.  I  wish  I  could  say  the  same  for  the  Scribe 
E.  of  my  own  Chapter,  still  he  will,  I  hope,  improve. 
I  was  very  pleased  that  R.  E.  Comp.  Dr.  Cooper  and  E. 
Comp.  Jackson  were  present.  This  Chapter  has,  in  the 
last  seven  years,  had  from  its  members  three  Grand 
Superintendents. 

Huron  Chapter,  No.  30,  Goderich. — On  Tuesday, 
1 8th  June,  I  visited  Huron  Chapter.  The  meeting  was 
presided  over  by  E.  Comp.  Lawson  in  the  absence  of 
R.  E.  Comp.  Dickenson,  who  left  that  afternoon  on  his 
wedding  trip.  Only  routine  work  was  done,  and  that 
expeditiously.  Although,  I  regret  that  no  work  was 
exemplified,  I  must  say  that  I  spent  a  very  pleasant 
evening  with  the  Companions  of  Huron  Chapter. 

Tecumseh  Chapter,  No.  24,  Stratford. — On 
Monday,  21st  Oct.  I  visited  Tecumseh  Chapter  in 
Stratford.  In  the  absence  of  the  First  Principal,  the 
Chapter  was  presided  over  by  E.  Comp.  McLellan.  Only 
the  routine  work  was  done  with  exception  of  the  election 
of  a  successor  to  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  R.  Stuart,  the  Scribe  E., 
of  the  Chapter.  E.  Comp.  J.  Stevenson  was  the  unani- 
mous choice,  and  I  believe  an  excellent  one. 

Elliot  Chapter,  No.  129,  Mitchell. — On  Tuesday, 
22nd  Oct.,  I  visited  Elliot  Chapter,  in  Mitchell.  As  this 
was  an  emergent  convocation,  the  Chapter  was  only 
opened  and  closed  in  the  R.  A.  degree.  A  lodge  of 
M.  M.  Masons  was  then  opened,  and  that  degree  ex- 
emplified. R.  E.  Companion  Elliot  acted  as  W.  M.,  and 
E.  Comp.  Thomson,  the  First  Principal,  took  one  of  the 
minor  offices,  which  he  filled  most  satisfactorily.  This 
Chapter  is  most  fortunate  in  possessing  such  a  member 
as  R.  E.  Comp.  Elliot,  who  can  always  be  relied  on  to 
fill  any  office. 

St.  James  Chapter,  No.  46,  St.  Marys. — On 
Wednesday,  23rd  Oct.,  I  visited  St.  James  Chapter,  in 
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St.  Marys,  and  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  I  found 
that  Chapter  in  a  very  flourishing  condition.  The  R.  A. 
degree  was  exemplified  by  E.  Comp.  Col.  White,  ably 
assisted  by  a  good  staff  of  officers.  The  lectures,  histori- 
cal, symbolical  and  mystical,  were  admirably  delivered 
especially  the  latter,  which  was  delivered  by  R.  E. 
Comp.  Sharpe.  Although  this  Chapter  has,  for  some 
years,  been  under  a  cloud  of  adversity  and  misfortune, 
the  cloud  has  passed  over  leaving  the  sun  of  prosperity 
shining  benevolently  upon  it. 

F  Chantry  Chapter,  No.  130,  Southampton. — On 
Nov.  12th  I  officially  visited  Chantry  Chapter,  Southamp- 
ton. This  is  my  own  Chapter, and  I  am  glad  to  state 
that  I  have  not  seen  better  work  done  in  any  of  the  other 
Chapters  in  this  district  than  I  have  seen  done'  by  E . 
Comp.  Hillmer  and  his  officers.  The  M.  M.  M.  degree 
was  to  have  been  conferred  on  a  candidate  from  Port 
Elgin,  but  owing  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  he 
failed  to  put  in  an  appearance. 

Lebanon  Chapter,  No.  84,  Wingham. — On  21st 
Nov.  I  visited  Lebanon  Chapter  in  Wingham.  Al- 
though the  night  was  very  stormy,  there  were  some 
Companions  present  who  had  to  drive  over  many  miles 
to  get  there.  The  work  was  conferring  the  R.  A.  degree, 
and  was  well  done,  especially  the  delivery  of  the  mystical 
lecture  by  V.  E.  Comp.  Dr.  Tamlyn,  who  indeed  is  a 
most  enthusiastic  Mason. 

Lucknow  Chapter,  No.  147,  Lucknow. — On  22nd 
Nov.  I  visited  Lucknow  Chapter  in  Lucknow.  No  work 
was  done  excepting  the  routine  work  of  the  Chapter,  as  the 
notice  I  sent  to  the  First  Principal  was  only  received  by 
him  that  day.  What  work  was  done,  was  done  exped- 
itiously, and  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  Chapter  was 
very  well  done. 

Bernard  Chapter,  No.  146,  Listowel. — On  23rd 
Nov.  I  visited  Bernard  Chapter  at  Listowel.  This  is  a 
young  Chapter,  but  it  is  well  equipped  and  in  a  very 
flourishing  condition.  Two  candidates  were  advanced 
to  the  M.  M.  M.  degree,  which  was  done  in  an  admirable 
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manner,  especially  the  closing  lecture,  which  was  given 
by  V.  E.  Comp.  Thornton  in  very  impressive  manner. 
Considering  the  youthfulness  of  this  Chapter,  I  think  that 
no  Chapter  does  better  work. 

On  the  whole  the  work  I  have  seen  exemplified  was 
strictly  in  accordance  with  that  prescribed  by  Grand 
Chapter.  One  suggestion  I  might  make  would  be  that 
in  some  cases  a  little  practice  when  there  is  no  degree 
work,  would  make  the  work  go  more  smoothly  when 
there  are  candidates. 

In  all  the  Chapters  I  have  visited,  I  regret  to  have 
to  mention  that  a  greater  or  less  number  of  the  Compan- 
ions did  not  appear  clothed  in  the  proper  regalia  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons.  This  should  not  be,  and  the 
Senior  Sojourner  should  be  particular  to  see  that  none 
enter  the  Chapter  unless  they  come  properly  clothed. 

-I  have  to  thank  the  brethren  and  Companions  of 
the  different  Chapters  for  the  kind  manner  in  which  I  was 
welcomed,  in  fact,  it  seemed  that  one  vied  with  the  other 
to  see  who  could  treat  me  the  best,  and  although,  as  I 
have  just  stated,  I  could  scarcely  receive  greater  kindness 
than  I  did,  yet  I  will  always  have  a  fond  remembrance  of 
my  visits  to  St,  James  and  Bernard  Chapters.  Although 
I  started  out  on  my  round  of  inspection  with  a  great  deal 
of  trepidation,  I  was  treated  so  considerately  that  I 
speedily  got  rid  of  my  nervousness,  and  now  that  my 
term  of  office  is  expiring,  I  am  thankful  that  I  had  the 
honor  conferred  on  me. 

A  matter  of  great  regret  to  me  is  the  very  large 
amount  of  dues  outstanding.  I  was  hoping  that  this 
year  the  Scribes  E.  would  make  extra  exertions  to  reduce 
the  amount,  but  in  many  cases  it  has  increased  instead  of 
diminished,  apart  from  this,  the  progress  of  R.  A.  Masonry 
has  been  steady,  but  not  so  great  as  I  had  hoped  for  this 
the  jubilee  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Pat.  J.  Scott, 

Grand  Supt.  Huron  District,  No.  6. 
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NIAGARA  DISTRICT,  No.  7. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Members 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  you  my  report  on 
the  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  the  Niagara 
District,  No.  7. 

Willson  Chapter,  No.  64,  Welland. — My  first 
official  visit  was  to  Willson  Chapter,  No.  64,  at  Welland, 
on  Easter  Monday,  April  1st,  accompanied  by  R.  E. 
Comp.  Geo.Burch,  E.  Comp.,  A.N.  Lindsay,  and  Compan- 
ions F.  B.  Gourlay  and  Rees.  E.  Comp.  First  Principal, 
Geo.  Sutherland  and  officers  commenced  work  on  a  class 
of  twenty- three  candidates  at  10  a.  m., working  the 
M.  M.  M.  degree.  At  2  p.  m.  the  M.  E.  M.  degree  was 
conferred  upon  the  same  class,  and  at  8  p.  m.  the  degree 
of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  was  exemplified  by  E.  Comp. 
Fred.  McClelland  and  officers  of  Niagara  Chapter, 
No.  55,  doing  the  work  in  a  faultless  manner.  As  I  have 
not  visited  the  latter  Chapter  at  their  home,  I  desire 
to  state  here  that  having  observed  their  work  on 
many  occasions  I  believe  their  work  and  adherence  to 
ritualistic  principles  are  second  to  no  Chapter  in  the 
district.  Reverting  again  to  Willson  Chapter,  E.  Comp. 
Sutherland  and  his  officers  are  to  be  congratulated  upon 
its  nourishing  condition,  also  the  efficiency  of  Scribe  E. 
Geo.  Wells,  who  is  the  right  Companion  in  the  right  place. 
While  visiting  this  Chapter  it  was  my  pleasing  duty  to 
clothe  R.  E.  Companion  A.  E.  Phipps  with  a  handsome 
apron  and  sash,  the  gift  of  Willson  Chapter. 

McCallum  Chapter,  No.  29,  Dunnville. — This 
Chapter  was  visited  April  26th,  and  I  regret  to  say  the 
Chapter  is  not  in  as  good  shape  as  I  had  hoped  to  find  it. 
The  Chapter  was  late  in  opening,  and,  although  the  First 
Principal  was  present,  the  work  of  the  M.  M.  M.  degree 
was  demonstrated  by  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  C.  Eccles — the  office 
of  S.  W.  being  filled  by  the  First  Principal.  The  work  of 
the  evening  was  splendidly  and  carefully  exemplified 
with  this  Chapter's  old  time  vigor.  V.  E.  Comp.  Amsden's 
work  as  Scribe  E.  is  neatness  itself,  this  Companion  being 
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a  most  efficient  officer.  If  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  could 
make  an  official  visit  it  would  no  doubt  help  this  well- 
known  Chapter  materially,  as  it  is  composed  of  a  really 
fine  membership,  and  it  is  only  from  carelessness  on  the 
part  of  a  number  of  the  members  that  No.  29  is  not 
what  it  used  to  be— the  banner  Chapter  of  the  district. 

Mount  Nebo,  Chapter  No.  76,  Niagara  Falls. — 
This  Chapter  was  visited  Nov.  22nd.  The  work  was  in 
the  Holy  Royal  Arch  degree — when  six  candidates  were 
exalted.  As  this  visit  was  the  first  after  installation  of 
officers,  the  work  was  in  charge  of  E.  Comp.  R. 
F.  Carter,  who,  with  the  regular  officers  in  their 
places,  performed  their  duties  faultlessly,  the  mysti- 
cal lecture  being  given  by  E.  Comp.  A.  S.  Murray 
in  a  manner  seldom  heard  on  the  floor  of  a  Chapter. 
This  Chapter  is  in  excellent  condition,  with  an 
enthusiastic  roll  of  officers  and  members,  from 
whom  good  results  are  sure  to  follow.  Too  much 
credit  cannot  be  given  Scribe  E.  E.  Comp.  R.  Sloggett 
for  the  manner  in  which  the  records  of  the  Chapter  are 
kept.  I  was  accompanied  on  this  visit  by  ten  Companions 
of  my  mother  Chapter  of  St.  Catharines.  After  the 
business  of  the  evening  was  over,  myself  and  visiting 
Companions  were  hospitably  entertained  for  a  social 
hour  by  the  Niagara  Falls  Companions. 

Grimsby  Chapter.  No.  69,  Grimsby. — On  Decem- 
ber 2nd  this  Chapter  was  visited.  I  was  accompanied 
by  E.  Comp.  Dr.  C.  O.  Beam  and  Comp.  J.  N.  Walker. 
The  M.  M.  M.  degree  was  exemplified  by  First  Principal 
W.  F.  Randall  and  officers  efficiently  and  with  due  re- 
gard to  ritualistic  standards.  There  was  a  splendid 
turn  out  of  members  which  speaks  volumes  for  the  en- 
thusiasm of  the  adherents  to  the  Royal  Craft  of  Grimsby. 
R.  E.  Comps.  Phipps  and  Forbes  are  towers  of  strength 
to  this  Chapter.  Records  and  books  are  in  excellent 
shape,  and  scarcely  any  dues  outstanding.  I  consider 
this  a  model  Chapter,  and  all  the  members  most  enthus- 
iastic in  the  Craft. 

Mount  Moriah  Chapter,  No.  19,  St.  Catharines. 
— My  mother  Chapter,  Mount  Moriah,  No.  19,  was  next 
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visited  on  Dec.  20th.  Modesty  of  course  forbids  any 
lengthy  report  of  this  Chapter.  Suffice  it  to  say  that 
E.  Comp.  Lindsay  and  his  officers  have  the  work  well 
in  hand  and  the  Chapter  is  steadily  growing.  Finances 
are  in  excellent  condition,  although  the  amount  of  out- 
standing dues  is  far  too  large. 

King  Hiram  Chapter,  No.  57,  Port  Colborne. — 
Not  having  received  a  notice  of  meeting  from  this  body 
during  my  year  of  office,  and  not  being  favored  with  a 
reply  to  my  several  letters,  I  could  not  arrange  to  visit 
them.  From  reports  of  others  I  learn  this  Chapter  is 
somewhat  dormant  and  would  suggest  that  some  action 
be  taken  by  Grand  Chapter  with  a  view  to  inducing  some 
of  the  Companions  to  take  more  interest  in  the  working. 
The  trouble  seems  to  be  the  want  of  territory  to  draw 
members  from,  being  situated  on  the  shore  of  lake  Erie 
with  Welland  but  8  miles  distant. 

The  condition  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  District  No.  7, 
on  the  whole,  is  most  encouraging.  Every  Chapter, 
with  one  exception,  holding  meetings  regularly  with  good 
attendance  and  the  finances  of  every  one  of  them  in 
the  most  favorable  condition,  and,  with  the  exception 
of  Mount  Moriah  Chapter,  the  outstanding  dues  at  the 
lowest  possible  notch. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  express  my  heartfelt  thanks 
to  the  members  of  the  Craft  for  the  confidence  reposed 
in  me,  and  the  cordial  reception  given  me  by  all  on  my 
official  visits. 

I  trust  my  visits  to  the  several  Chapters  have  done 
them  as  much  good  as  they  did  me.  I  feel  amply  repaid 
by  the  enthusiastic  receptions  tendered  to  the  representa- 
tive of  Grand  Chapter  for  any  labor  imposed  upon  me  in 
fulfilling  the  duties  of  the  office  to  which  my  Companions 
favored  me  and  can  only  hope  that  the  talks  we  have  had 
may  be  productive  of  the  good  they  were  intended  to 
bring  forth. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.    P.    GOURLAY, 

Grand  Supt.  Niagara  District,  No.  7. 
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TORONTO  DISTRICT,  No.  8. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Compan- 
ions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada  : 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  on  the  condition  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  the  Toronto  District,  No.  8, 
for  the  year  1907  : — 

On  assuming  office  I  addressed  a  circular  letter  to 
the  First  Principals  and  Companions  of  the  several 
Chapters  in  the  district,  asking  them  to  co-operate  with 
me  in  maintaining  that  high  standard  of  efficiency 
which  has  always  been  characteristic  of  the  Toronto 
District.  This  letter  was  in  part  as  follows  : — "  In 
no  other  district  has  Grand  Chapter  more  loyal  adherents, 
more  enthusiastic  workers,  or  more  zealous  guardians 
of  the  ancient  landmarks.  Loyalty,  enthusiasm,  and 
zeal  have  been  the  chief  factors  in  our  success  in  the 
past,  and  we  shall  find  the  keynote  of  future  success  in 
the  exercise  of  these  three  qualities  ;  qualities  which  in- 
spire us  with  lofty  conceptions  and  with  lofty  ideals ;  quali- 
ties which  must  of  necessity  be  attended  with  earnest 
endeavor  and  fruitful  action." 

Throughout  the  entire  district,  the  Companions 
have  responded  nobly  to  the  call,  and  it  is  with  feelings 
of  deepest  gratification  that  I  am  able  to  report,  that 
the  results  of  the  year's  work  have  been  attended  with 
a  marked  degree  of  success  far  beyond  my  fondest 
expectations. 

St.  Andrew's  and  St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  4, 
Toronto. — At  the  regular  meeting  of  this  Chapter  held 
on  the  15th  February,  a  large  number  of  prominent  Royal 
Arch  Masons  assembled  to  do  honor  to  my  distinguished 
predecessor,  R.  E.  Comp.  R.  W.  Clewl'o.  At  this  con- 
vocation I  was  called  upon  to  perform  the  pleasing  duty 
of  presenting,  on  behalf  of  the  district,  a  set  of  Grand 
Chapter  regalia  to  the  R.  E.  Companion.  On  Oct.  the  8th 
I  made  my  official  visit,  when  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was 
exemplified  for  my  inspection.     St.   Andrew's  and  St. 
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John's,  being  the  mother  Chapter  of  the  district,  en- 
deavors to  set  a  good  example  to  numerous  offspring  by 
maintaining  a  high  standard  of  excellence,  and  Comps. 
A.  W.  Jolliffe,  J.  H.  Wilkinson,  W.  S.  Jackson,  the  re- 
spective representatives  of  the  Z.  H.  and  J.,  sustained 
on  this  occasion,  the  high  reputation  which  the  Chapter 
has  always  borne.  The  work  of  the  subordinate  officers 
gave  evidence  that  the  success  of  the  Chapter  is  assured 
for  many  years  to  come.  Among  the  distinguished 
Companions  were  : — M.  E.  Comp.  Donald  Ross  ;  R.  E. 
Comps,  H.  T.  Smith,  F.  W.  Harcourt,  P.  T.  Lee  ;  V.  E. 
Comps.  H.  S.  King,  Jas.  G.  Boyce.  Wm.  Duncan  and 
Gilbert  Gilmore  ;  Ex.  Comps.  T.  B.  Cole,  L.  H.  Luke, 
and  Jos.  King.  During  the  evening  R.  E.  Comp.  H.  T. 
Smith  gave  an  interesting  and  instructive  address  on 
"  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  for  Fifty  years,"  after 
which  a  pleasant  hour  was  spent  at  the  banquet  table. 

King  Solomon's  Chapter,  No.  8,  Toronto. — On 
the  28th  of  May,  I  visited  the  Chapter  on  the  invitation 
of  the  First  Principal,  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Nixon,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  celebration  of  their  fiftieth  anniversary. 
R.  E.  Comp.  Nixon  has  the  unique  distinction  of  having 
been  first  Principal  of  this  Chapter  in  1874,  and  after 
the  lapse  of  33  years,  during  which  he  has  held  many 
important  offices  in  Grand  Chapter,  he  was  again  asked 
to  occupy  the  chair  of  Zerubbabel  for  the  year  1907. 
Among  the  distinguished  visitors  present  were  : — M.  E. 
Comps.  Donald  Ross,  J.  Ross  Robertson;  R.  E.  Comps. 
H.  T.  Smith,  A.  G.  Horwood,  R.  J.  Gibson,  R.  W.  Clewlo; 
and  W.  R.  Howse,  Past  Grand  Superintendents  ;  R.  E. 
Comps.  P.  T.  Lee,  Geo.  K.  Clemens,  E.  H.  Briggs,  Past 
Grand  Chapter  officers,  and  a  goodly  representation  of 
the  ruling  principals  of  city  Chapters.  The  degree  of 
the  Holy  Royal  Arch  was  conferred  in  a  very  creditable 
manner  by  the  P.  Z.'s  of  the  Chapter,  after  which  an 
adjournment  was  made  to  the  banquetting  hall  where 
an  enjoyable  programme  was  carried  out. 

My  official  visit  to  King  Solomon's  Chapter  was 
made  on  the  22nd  of  October.  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  B. 
Nixon  assisted  by  the  regular  officers  of  the  Chapter 
exemplified  the   Royal    Arch    degree.  ^ :  The    work    was 
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performed  in  a  very  impressive  manner.  A  pleasing 
feature  of  the  convocation  was  the  large  attendance 
of  the  Past  Z.'s  This  interest  in  the  Chapter  mani- 
fested by  those  who  have  passed  through  the  chairs 
is  productive  of  much  good  on  account  of  the 
influence  of  their  example  on  the    younger  members. 

Doric  Chapter,  No.  60,  Newmarket. — I  paid  two 
visits  to  this  Chapter  during  the  year,  one  on  Nov.  6th, 
the  other  on  Nov.  29th,  when  I  was  accompanied  by 
R.  E.  Comp.  P.  T.  Lee.  There  being  no  candidates 
on  the  evening  of  my  first  visit,  the  First  Principal,  E. 
Comp.  Hughes  decided  to  call  an  emergent  convocation 
on  the  29th  of  the  month.  At  this  meeting  two  candi- 
dates presented  themselves  for  the  M.  M.  M.  degree,  and 
although  many  of  the  junior  officers  were  abent,  I  am 
pleased  to  state  there  was  no  difficulty  in  filling  their 
chairs  from  among  the  Companions  present.  The  work 
proceeded  with  regularity  and  enthusiasm  which  would 
have  done  credit  to  the  regular  officers,  and  when  it  is 
considered  that  candidates  were  few  in  Doric  Chapter 
this  year,  the  work  done  is  the  more  to  be  commended. 
A  dainty  repast  was  served  in  the  refreshment  room  and 
and  excellent  programme  provided,  with  E.  Comp. 
Coombs  presiding.  E.  Comp.  Coombs  is  the  leading 
spirit  of  the  Chapter,  and  to  his  energy  and  zeal  much 
of  the  success  of  Doric  Chapter  may  be  attributed. 

York  Chapter,  No.  62,  Eglinton. — Accompanied 
by  a  number  of  Companions  from  Toronto  Chapters,  I 
paid  my  official  visit  to  York  Chapter  on  the  evening  of 
June  the  6th.  The  work  presented  for  inspection  was 
the  degree  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch.  E.  Comp.  Carl 
Lehmann,  Z.,was  ably  assisted  by  E.  Comp.  A.  J.  Brown, 
H.,  E.  Comp.  Dr.  W.  H.  Barnhardt,  J.,  and  I.  P.  Z.,  E. 
Comp.  McLeish.  Every  officer  of  this  Chapter,  from  the 
E.  Z.  to  the  Master  of  the  First  Veil,  performed  the 
duties  of  his  office  as  if  the  success  of  the  evening's  work 
depended  on  his  earnestness  and  impressiveness,  and  as  a 
result,  this  Chapter  ranks  high  as  exponents  of  the  ritual. 
This  report  would  be  incomplete  if  special  reference  were 
not  made  to  the  very  excellent  manner  in  which  E. 
Comp.  McLeish  imparted  the  mystical  lecture.       After 
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the  Chapter  had  been  called  from  labor,  a  very  enjoyable 
hour  was  spent  at  the  refreshment  table.  Instructive 
addresses  were  delivered  by  R.  E.  Comps.  R.  J.  Gibson, 
R.  W.  Hull  ;  and  E.  Comps.  Wm.  Cooper  and  L.  Herbert 
Luke. 

St.  Paul's  Chapter,  No.  65,  Toronto. — The 
regular  convocation  of  St.  Paul's  Chapter,  held  on  May 
the  8th,  was  marked  by  three  special  features,  viz.: — 
The  installation  of  the  late  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  E.  Halliwell, 
Grand  Third  Principal  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  ; 
a  presentation  of  a  cabinet  of  silver  to  R.  E.  Comp. 
W.  Geo.  Eakins  ;  and  my  official  visit  of  inspection. 
An  imposing  array  of  past  and  present  Grand  Chapter 
officers  was  present,  among  whom  were  : — M.  E.  Comps. 
Hon.  Wm.  Gibson,  Donald  Ross,  Abraham  Shaw  ; 
R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  Moore,  G.  H.,  J.  E.  Halliwell,  G.  J., 
Geo.  J.  Bennett,  G.  S.  E.,  E.  C.  Davies,  G.  S.  N.,  Geo. 
F.  Shepley,  P.  G.  J.,  F.  W.  Harcourt,  C.  W.  Postleth- 
waite,  W.  G.  Eakins,  H.  T.  Smith,  N.  T.  Lyon,  A.  F. 
Webster,  Wm.  Forbes  of  Grimsby,  R.  W.  Hull,  R.  W. 
Clewlo,  R.  J.  Gibson,  E.  B.  Brown,  Jas.  Bicknell,  A.  G. 
Horwood,  Aubrey  White,  P.  T.  Lee,  and  many  other 
V.  E.  and  E.  Companions.  The  work  of  the  evening 
was  the  Royal  Arch  degree.  E.  Comp.  K.  J.  Dunstan, 
the  First  Principal,  occupied  the  chair,  and  was  assisted 
by  his  regular  staff  of  officers,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Third  Principal,  who  was  absent  through  illness.  His 
duties  were  performed  by  E.  Comp.  S.  B.  Sykes.  This 
Chapter  has  always  prided  itself  on  the  very  high  degree  of 
the  excellence  of  its  work,  and  on  this  occasion  it  is  not 
saying  too  much  to  state  that  the  degree  was  rendered 
in  a  faultless  manner.  St.  Paul's  is  beyond  question 
the  best  officered  Chapter  in  the  district,  and  this  degree 
of  perfection  is  attained  by  the  care  exercised  by  the 
Executive  Committee  in  recommending  candidates  for 
Chapter  degrees,  by  the  discretion  displayed  by  the  Past 
Z.'s  in  appointing  their  junior  officers,  and  by  suggestions 
and  instructions  given  by  experienced  Past  First  Princi- 
pals at  regular  monthly  rehearsals.  This  Chapter  has 
an  ideal  ;  that  ideal  is  perfection  ;  and  while  perfection 
may  persistently  elude  our  grasp,  yet  we  come  very  near 
to   the  goal   of  our  ambition  by  keeping  in   view   the 
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object  sought.  Every  Royal  Arch  Mason  should  ever 
have  before  him  this  ideal  of  perfection,  for  even  though 
unattainable,  the  benefits  derived  from  the  striving 
after  it  are  of  inestimable  value.  So  much  was  I 
impressed  with  the  work  of  the  evening,  and  believing 
that  much  benefit  would  accrue  to  the  Companions  of 
the  district  if  E.  Comp.  Dunstan  and  his  officers  would 
undertake  to  exemplify  the  Royal  Arch  degree  at  a 
Chapter  of  Instruction,  I  asked  him  if  he  would  grant 
the  favor.  Without  hesitation,  he  kindly  acceded  to 
my  request  and  the  Chapter  of  Instruction  was  accord- 
ingly held  on  Nov.  the  13th.  The  work  was  done  in  the 
same  efficient  manner  as  on  my  official  visit,  and  as  I 
expected,  much  good  resulted,  for  after  the  exemplifica- 
tion of  the  degree  an  interesting  discussion  took  place 
regarding  several  of  the  floor  movements  of  the  officers. 
E.  Comp.  Bastedo,  Third  Principal,  who  was  absent  on 
my  official  visit,  distinguished  himself  on  this  occasion. 
At  each  of  my  visist  the  Companions  of  St.  Paul's 
Chapter  showed  themselves  to  be  royal  entertainers. 

Occident  Chapter,  No.  77,  Toronto. — This,  my 
mother  Chapter,  I  visited  at  all  its  regular  and  emergent 
convocations  and  consequently  have  seen  the  three 
degrees  exemplified.  E.  Comp.  Stoneham,  the  First 
Principal,  is  a  careful,  painstaking,  efficient  officer  and 
a  good  ritualist,  so  that  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  when 
conferred,  was  always  rendered  in  a  manner  worthy 
of  commendation.  E.  Comp.  Repath,  the  Second 
Principal,  is  one  of  the  most  ardent  Masons  in  Toronto, 
and  he  has  devoted  much  time  and  conscientious  labor 
to  every  office  which  he  has  accepted,  the  better  to  enable 
him  to  discharge  his  duties  with  credit  and  ability. 
Aware  of  his  enthusiasm,  I  requested  him  to  exemplify 
the  M.  E.  M's  degree  at  a  Chapter  of  Instruction,  and 
at  a  rehearsal  held  under  my  supervision,  it  was  decided 
to  hold  the  Chapter  of  Instruction  on  the  regular  con- 
vocation, Oct.  the  nth.  Fully  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Companions  assembled,  among  whom  were  : — R.  E 
Comps.  H.  T.  Smith,  P.  T.  Lee,  Geo.  K.  Clemens  ;  V.  E. 
Comps.  Wm.  Duncan,  Dr.  Clark,  John  Drew  ;  E.  Comps. 
K.  J.  Dunstan,  Geo.  McQuillan,  R.  Lennox,  J.  H. 
Wilkinson,  Ambrose  Henry  and  others.     The  rendition 
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of  the  degree  evoked  nothing  but  favorable  comment, 
the  perambulations  and  floor  movements  especially 
impressing  the  visiting  Companions. 

My  official  visit  was  made  on  Nov.  the  8th, 
when  the  M.  M.  M.  degree  degree  was  presented, 
with  E.  Comp.  Robert  Falconer,  Third  Principal, 
in  the  chair.  E.  Comp.  Falconer,  since  his  connec- 
tion with  the  Chapter,  has  taken  a  deep  interest 
in  Masonry,  and  on  more  than  one  occasion  has 
rendered  valuable  services  to  the  Companions.  His 
work  is  always  done  in  a  manner  which  leaves  a  last- 
ing impression  on  the  candidate  and  the  ceremony  on 
this  occasion  was  no  exception  to  the  general  rule. 

For  some  years  past  Occident  Chapter  has 
exchanged  fraternal  visits  with  the  Companions 
of  Tonawanda  Chapter,  New  York  State,  and 
these  visits  have  done  much  to  establish  a  friendly 
feeling  with  the  Companions  from  over  the  line. 
These  gatherings  have  shown  that  we  both  have 
a  common  aim,  that  we  are  both  striving  for  the  one 
great  end,  the  amelioration  in  all  things  of  the  human 
race,  and  by  these  visits  the  bonds  of  brotherly  love  have 
been  more  and  more  firmly  cemented.  On  the  evening 
of  my  official  visit  the  warm  fraternal  feeling  which  pre- 
vails between  the  Companions  of  the  two  Chapters 
was  given  expression  to  in  a  substantial  manner,  when 
R.  E.  Comp.  P.  T.  C.  Barnard,  Past  High  Priest  of 
Tonawanda  Chapter,  was  made  the  recipient  of  an 
honorary  life  member's  certificate  of  Occident  Chapter, 
an  illuminated  address  and  a  Past  First  Principal's  jewel. 
The  Companions  of  Occident  Chapter  thus  honored 
R.  E.  Comp.  Barnard  in  recognition  of  his  untiring  efforts 
to  awaken  an  international  interest  in  Royal  Arch 
Masonry. 

Orient  Chapter,  No.  79,  Toronto. — My  first  visit 
was  made  to  the  Orient  Chapter  on  March  the  28th, 
when  the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  exemplified  in  a  very 
creditable  manner  by  the  Past  Principals  of  the  Chapter. 
E.  Comp.  G.  B.  Foster  was  the  presiding  officer.  On 
Sept.  the  26th  I  paid  my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  for 
the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  work  of  the  M.  M.  M.  degree. 
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On  behalf  of  the  Chapter  I  was  warmly  welcomed  by  the 
First  Principal  E.  Comp.  J.  A.  C.  Stewart.  After  the 
general  business  was  concluded,  the  Chapter  was  called 
off  and  a  Lodge  of  M.  M.  M.'s  opened  with  E.  Comp. 
John  Jolly,  Third  Principal,  in  the  chair.  The  degree 
was  conferred  by  E.  Comp.  Jolly  and  his  officers  with 
care  and  correctness,  and  could  not  fail  to  leave  its 
impress  upon  the  candidates. 

Orient  Chapter  is  steadily  increasing  its  numbers, 
and  lively  interest  is  manifested  in  the  work  by 
all  the  Companions.  Its  finances  are  in  excellent 
condition,  due  in  a  large  measure  to  E.  Comp. 
F.  H.  Anderson,  the  genial  S.  E.  who  makes  it  a 
point  to  lighten  the  labor  of  his  office  by  never  allowing 
any  Companion  to  fall  in  arrears  of  dues.  With  its 
present  staff  of  capable  and  efficient  officers  the  prospects 
of  this  Chapter  are  exceedingly  promising.  When  the 
Chapter  was  closed  an  adjournment  was  made  to  the 
supper  room  where  a  most  enjoyable  hour  was  spent. 

Antiquity  Chapter,  No.  91,  Toronto. — During 
the  past  year  the  path  of  Antiquity  Chapter  has  not 
been  strewn  with  roses.  Antiquity  has  not  been  without 
her  years  of  prosperity,  but  the  year  just  closed  has  been 
one  of   inactivity 

The  Companions  are  to  be  congratulated  that 
the  Chapter  has  weathered  the  storm  and,  for 
the  New  Year,  her  prospects  are  a  tranquil  sea  and 
a  favorable  breeze  to  waft  her  on  to  the  haven  of 
success.  Already  several  candidates  have  been 
balloted  for  and  accepted,  the  dues  have  been  paid 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  officers,  and  the  outlook  is  most 
promising.  During  the  period  just  passed,  too  much 
credit  cannot  be  given  to  R.  E.  Comp.  E.  C.  Davies  who 
has  always  remained  faithful  at  the  helm,  and  much  may 
be  gleaned  of  his  determination  to  restore  to  the  Chapter 
its   old   time   prestige. 

I  made  several  visits  to  this  Chapter  and 
inspected  the  work  on  Nov.  the  18th.  The  officers 
conferred  the  M.  M.  M.  degree  with  E.  Comp.  P.  K. 
Perry,  Third  Principal,  acting  as  Worshipful  Master, 
and    I    was    very    much    pleased    with  the  manner   in 
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which  the  degree  was  rendered.  The  work  in  places 
was  exceptionately  good,  and  any  slight  defects  notice- 
able could  have  been  easily  rectified  by  a  rehearsal  or  two. 
E.  Comp.  W.  H.  Warrington,  First  Principal,  is  earnest 
and  painstaking,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  his 
year  as  presiding  officer  was  not  busier.  An  hour  spent 
with  the  Companions  of  Antiquity  at  the  refreshment 
table  afforded  much  pleasure. 

Succoth  Chapter,  No.  135,  Uxbridge. — Accom- 
panied by  R.  E.  Comp.  P.  T.  Lee  of  Doric  Chapter, 
Newmarket,  E.  Comp.  Geo.  McQuillan  of  The  St.  Patrick 
Chapter,  Toronto  ;  Comp.  J.  S.  Carstairs  of  Keystone 
Chapter,  Stirling,  and  Companion  John  Caslor  of  Occi- 
dent Chapter,  Toronto,  I  made  my  official  visit  to  this 
Chapter  on  Monday  evening,  Sept.  the  23rd.  The  visit- 
ing Companions  were  accorded  a  most  hearty  welcome 
by  E.  Comp.  Chinn,  First  Principal.  Succoth  Chapter 
has  held  its  charter  for  about  three  years  and  up  to  the 
present  time  it  continues  to  show  that  marked  degree 
of  vitality  which  characterized  its  inception.  The 
interest  evinced  by  the  Companions  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  although  many  have  long  distances  to  travel,  the 
average  attendance  is  good,  the  officers  are  always  to  be 
found  in  their  places  and  rehearsals  are  held  regularly. 

The  Royal  Arch  degree  was  exemplified  for  my 
inspection  and  the  work  was  all  that  could  be  desired. 
The  lectures  given  by  the  three  Principals  were 
exceptionally  well  rendered.  The  Principal  Sojourner 
Comp.  W.  E.  Tummond  (perhaps  the  most  youthful 
member  of  the  Chapter)  deserves  special  mention, 
as  his  work  was  of  a  very  high  order.  E.  Comp. 
V.  M.  Hare  proves  himself  a  most  efficient  Scribe  E. 
His  books  are  well  kept  and  there  are  no  arrears 
of  dues.  It  has  been  the  custom  of  Succoth  Chapter 
to  combine  the  official  visit  of  the  Grand  Superin- 
tendent and  "Ladies'  Night."  On  my  visit,  they 
followed  their  usual  plan.  Consequently,  after  the 
Chapter  was  closed  the  Companions  repaired  to  the  Music 
Hall  where  they  became  the  guests  of  the  ladies  for  the 
remainder  of  the  evening.  After  doing  justice  to  a 
dainty  repast  E.  Comp.  Chinn  called  the  gathering  to 
order, and  carried  out  an  excellent  programme  of  speeches, 
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vocal  and  instrumental  solos  and  readings.  The  Ux- 
bridge  Orchestra  enlivened  the  proceedings  with  choice 
selections  and  afterwards  provided  music  for  dancing. 
The  evening  was  voted  the  best  the  Chapter  has  had 
since  its  inauguration. 

Shekinah  Chapter,  No.  138,  Toronto  Junction. 
— During  the  year  I  paid  two  visits  to  Shekinah  Chapter. 
On  June  the  nth,  accompanied  by  R.  E.  Comps.  H.  T. 
Smith,  R.  W.  Clewlo  and  Comp.  Thos.  Cannon  of  Occi- 
dent Chapter,  I  made  my  visit  of  inspection.  E.  Comp. 
McMulkin,  First  Principal,  in  happy  terms  welcomed  the 
visitors.  After  the  order  of  "general  business"  had  been 
concluded  a  Lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Masters  was  opened 
with  E.  Comp.  Thos.  Ferguson  officiating  as  W.  M. 
This  is  the  only  Chapter  in  the  district  that  exemplified 
this  degree  for  my  inspection.  From  the  manner  in 
which  the  degree  was  conferred  it  was  quite  apparent 
that  the  officers  and  Companions  had  devoted  much  time 
and  careful  study,  not  only  to  the  recitations,  but  also  to 
the  perambulations  and  floor  movements.  E.  Comp. 
Ferguson  has  a  good  delivery,  clear  enunciation  and  an 
impressive  manner,  and  with  these  qualifications  it  is 
needless  to  say  that  under  his  leadership  the  work  was 
performed  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

After  the  exemplification  of  the  degree,  R.  E. 
Comp.  H.  T.  Smith  gave  an  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive address  on  the  "Symbolism  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry."  The  Companions  gave  an  attentive 
hearing  and  expressed  themselves  as  being  greatly 
indebted    to     the    R.     E.    Companion.  It   was    the 

general  opinion  of  those  present  that  frequent  lectures 
of  this  nature  would  stimulate,  not  only  the  younger, 
but  also  many  of  the  older  Companions  to  seek  after 
Masonic  knowledge. 

On  Dec.  the  10th,  assisted  by  R.  E.  Comp.  H. 
T.  Smith  I  had  the  pleasure  of  installing  the  officers 
for  the  year  1908.  At  this  convocation  E.  Comp. 
McMulkin,  the  retiring  First  Principal,  who  had 
been  most  indefatigable  in  his  endeavors  to  make 
Shekinah  rank  as  one  of  the  foremost  Chapters  in  the 
district    was    presented    by  his    Companions    with    a 
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handsome  Past  Z.'s  jewel  as  a  mark  of  the  high  esteem 
in  which  they  held  him.  The  presentation  was  made  by 
R.  E.  Comp.  Smith,  who,  in  his  usual  happy  style, 
made  reference  to  the  many  good  qualities  of  the  E. 
Comp.  E.  Comp.  McMulkin,  in  reply,  assured  the  Com- 
panions that  Shekinah  had  been  to  him  in  years  past  a 
special  charge,  and  that  although  he  had  now  held  the 
highest  office  in  the  gift  of  the  Companions,  his  interest  in 
the  Chapter  would  not  end  with  his  retirement  from  office. 

The  St.  Patrick  Chapter,  No.  145,  Toronto. — 
This  is  the  youngest  Chapter  in  the  Toronto  district, 
and  since  its  inception  I  have  endeavored  to  be  present 
at  all  its  regular  convocations,  because  I  believed  that 
the  presence  of  the  Companions  from  other  Chapters 
would  show  that  a  warm  and  kindly  feeling  prevailed 
between  the  old  and  the  new.  Although  it  has  been  in 
existence  only  for  three  years,  it  is  now  the  strongest 
Chapter  numerically  in  the  district  and  its  phenomenal 
growth  seems  to  be  in  no  way  retarded  by  the  lapse  of  time. 

I  paid  my  official  visit  to  the  Chapter  at  the 
regular  convocation  on  March  the  16th,  on  which  date 
the  Companions  honored  the  patron  saint  of  Ireland. 
Over  three  hundred  Royal  Arch  Masons  were  present 
among  whom  were  : — M.  E.  Comp.  Donald  Ross,  P.  G. 
F.  P.,  R.  E.  Comps.  George  Moore,  G.  H.,  J.  B.  Nixon 
H.  T.  Smith,  R.  J.  Gibson,  P.  T.  Lee  ;  V.  E.  Comps. 
H.  S.  King,  D.  Robertson,  H.  Wellbanks,  and  many 
presiding  Principals  of  city  Chapters.  The  Royal 
Arch  degree  was  conferred  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner 
with  the  following  Principal  officers  in  the  chairs  : — 
E.  Comps.  Geo.  McQuillan,  Z.,  J.  A.  Cowan,  H.,  C.  G. 
Smith,  J.  The  work  of  the  three  Principals  was  ex- 
ceedingly good  and  the  mystical  lecture,  as  given  by 
E.  Comp.  James  Glanville,  was  a  model  of  accuracy  and 
excellence.  The  appropriate  selections  rendered  by 
The  St.  Patrick  Quartette  during  the  ceremony  added 
to  this  sublime  degree  in  Masonry  a  dignity  and  solemnity 
otherwise  unattainable,  and  imparted  a  grace  and  beauty 
which  did  much  to  enhance  this  most  beautiful  degree. 

The  energy  displayed  by  the  officers  and  Companions 
of  The  St.  Patrick  Chapter  has  done  much  to  stimulate 
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Capitular  Masonry  throughout  the  Toronto  district  and 
as  a  result  not  only  have  the  ranks  been  materially 
increased  but  the  candidates  accepted  for  exaltation  have 
been  of  a  very  superior  quality.  While  special  mention 
might  be  made  of  several  of  the  officers  of  this  Chapter  I 
shall  content  myself  with  stating  that  after  a  careful 
examination  of  the  books  of  Companion  W.  S.  Milne,  the 
S.  E.,  I  find  him  to  be  a  thoroughly  practical,  painstak- 
ing, and  efficient  secretary  and  his  promotion  to  the 
office  of  Third  Principal  after  three  years  of  arduous, 
faithful  duty  is  a  fitting  token  of  appreciated  merit. 

One  of  the  things  most  characteristic  of  The  St. 
Patrick  Chapter  is  the  social  feature  and  to  this  element 
may  be  attributed  a  large  measure  of  the  success  that  has 
attended  the  Chapter.  Two  years  ago  speeches  were 
almost  entirely  eliminated  from  the  proceedings  at  the 
refreshment  table,  and  at  every  convocation  a  programme 
of  unusually  high  quality  has  been  substituted,  an 
innovation  which  has  met  with  the  approval  of  the  Com- 
panions as  shown  by  the  large  number  who  always  wait 
for  the  Third  Principal's  toast. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  the  Chap- 
ters in  the  district  are  in  a  healthy  condition  financially. 
With  possibly  two  exceptions,  the  dues  are  well  paid  up, 
and  in  these  two  cases  I  am  assured  that  special  efforts 
will  be  made  to  make  a  considerable  reduction  in  the 
amount  outstanding.  Throughout  the  district,  the 
various  Scribes  E.  are  efficient  officers,  as  shown  by 
their  books  which  are  neatly  and  accurately  kept. 

The  duties  which  have  devolved  upon  me  during  my 
tenure  of  office  have  been  made  most  pleasant  by  the 
kindness  and  courtesy  extended  to  me  by  the  Compan- 
ions on  all  occasions,  and  to  them  I  wish  to  express  my 
hearty  and  deep  felt  thanks,  not  only  for  their  kind 
consideration  during  my  visits,  but  also  for  their  ex- 
pression of  good  will  towards  me  in  electing  me  to  be 
Grand  Superintendent  of  Toronto  District,  No.  8. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

R.  W.  Brennan, 
Grand  Supt.  Toronto  District,  No.  8. 
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GEORGIAN  DISTRICT,  No.  9. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Z.,  Principals  and  Officers 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 

•I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  my  report  on  the 
condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Georgian  District, 
No.  9,  for  the  year  1907. 

The  past  year  has  been  an  active  one  throughout 
the  district,  nearly  all  the  Chapters  having  made  a 
substantial  increase  in  their  membership.  The  character 
of  the  ritual  work  has  been  first-class  in  every  particular. 
I  have  had  the  privilege  of  visiting  every  Chapter  in  the 
district,  and  am  pleased  to  say  that  I  found  all  well 
officered.  The  several  Chapters  have  been  fortunate  in 
their  selection  of  officers  from  the  E.  Z.  down  to  the 
janitor.  The  Scribes  Ezra  are  careful  and  painstaking 
as  a  rule,  and  some  of  them  remarkably  so.  I  was 
particularly  pleased  to  note  in  all  the  Chapters  the  pre- 
sence of  zeal  of  the  Past  First  Principals. 

Having  been  elected  to  the  office  of  Grand  Superin- 
tendent during  my  absence  from  Grand  Chapter,  and 
not  being  present  for  installation,  I  was  accompanied 
by  several  of  the  Companions  of  the  MacPherson  Chapter 
to  Owen  Sound  on  Feb.  19th,  1907,  when  I  was  duly 
installed  in  Georgian  Chapter  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Dr.  Allan 
Cameron. 

Manitou  Chapter,  No.  27,  Collingwood. — I  made 
my  first  official  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  Friday,  Mar. 
22nd.  E.  Comp.  Bruce,  the  First  Principal  exalted 
seven  candidates  to  the  R.  A.  degree  in  a  most  creditable 
manner,  being  ably  assisted  by  the  Principal  Sojourner. 
This  is  the  oldest  Chapter  in  the  district.  The  lodge 
room  is  owned  by  the  Craft  and  is  well  equipped  in  every 
particular.  I  found  the  books  of  Scribe  E.  to  be  kept  in 
first-class  order.  The  interest  taken  in  this  Chapter  by 
several  Past  Grand  Chapter  officers  is  a  sure  indication 
of  its  general  prosperity.  After  the  close  of  the  Chapter 
we  adjourned  to  the  banquet  hall  where  a  pleasant  hour 
was  spent  in  refreshment,  speech  and  song. 

Grand  River  Chapter,  No.  70,  Bracebridge. — 
I  visited  this  Chapter  on  Thursday,  June  6th.     The  E. 
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Z.  very  kindly  called  a  special  convocation  for  my 
convenience.  E.  Comp.  H.  J.  Bird,  Jr.,  the  First 
Principal,  exalted  two  candidates  to  the  Royal  Arch  de- 
grees in  a  faultless  manner.  While  the  work  of  all  the  offi- 
cers was  of  a  high  degree,  that  of  the  Principal  Sojourner 
is  especially  deserving  of  mention.  Comp.  F.  P.  Warne, 
Scribe  E.,  keeps  his  books  in  splendid  order  and  owing  to 
his  efforts,  the  dues  of  the  Companions  of  Grand  River 
Chapter  are  well  collected.  I  am  pleased  to  state  that 
this  Chapter  has  over  three  hundred  dollars  deposited  to 
its  credit  in  the  bank.  The  Chapter  room,  though  some- 
what small,  is  well  equipped.  After  the  Chapter  closed 
down  the  Companions  retired  to  the  British  Lion  hotel, 
where  a  sumptuous  banquet  was  served. 

St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  103,  North  Bay. — I 
visited  this  Chapter  Friday  evening,  June  7th,  at  their 
regular  convocation.  Owing  to  the  unavoidable  absence 
of  E.  Comp.  D.  McLaren,  the  First  Principal,  the  chair 
was  ably  occupied  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Jno.  Lovell,  P.  G. 
Supt.  The  M.  M.  M.  degree  was  exemplified  in  a  most 
efficient  manner  by  the  officers  of  the  Chapter.  They 
opened  and  closed  in  the  Royal  Arch  degree  in  a  faultless 
manner.  An  examination  of  Scribe  E.'s  books  showed 
them  to  be  neatly  kept  and  the  dues  well  collected. 
After  the  close  of  the  Chapter,  a  pleasant  hour  was  spent 
in  the  banquet  room. 

Signet  Chapter,  No.  34,  Barrie. —  I  visited  this 
Chapter,  the  largest  in  the  district,  on  Tuesday  evening, 
Oct.  8th,  at  their  regular  convocation.  I  was  gratified 
to  see  a  large  attendance  of  the  Companions  at  the  con- 
vocation. The  Royal  Arch  degree  was  exemplified  by 
R.  E.  Comp.  W.  J.  Sutherland,  First  Principal,  and  his 
officers  in  a  most  efficient  manner.  This  Chapter  being 
in  the  centre  of  a  large  constituency,  is  composed  of  the 
finest  material  to  be  found  in  Simcoe  County.  Every 
officer  is  most  proficent  in  his  work  and  a  splendid  future 
is  assured  for  this  Chapter.  Signet  Chapter  is  very 
fortunate  in  having  for  Scribe  E.  so  competent  and 
painstaking  an  officer  as  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  J.  Hallett, 
whose  books  are  a  model  of  perfection.  At  the  close  of 
the  Chapter  a  social  hour  was  spent  in  the  refreshment 
room. 
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Georgian  Chapter,  No.  56,  Owen  Sound. — I 
visited  this  Chapter  at  their  regular  meeting,  on  Tuesday 
evening,  Oct.  15th,  on  which  occasion  I  was  accompanied 
by  several  of  the  Companions  of  MacPherson  Chapter. 
I  regret  to  say  that  the  First  and  Third  Principals  were 
out  of  town.  R.  E.  Comp.  Dr.  Cameron  very  ably 
discharged  the  duties  of  First  Principal.  The  work  for 
the  evening  consisted  in  opening  and  closing  in  the  Royal 
Arch  degree  and  a  candidate  was  advanced  to  the  M.  M. 
M.  degree.  I  examined  the  books  of  the  Scribe  E.  and 
found  them  to  be  kept  in  a  faultless  manner,  which 
speaks  volumes  for  the  great  interest  taken  in  the  affairs 
of  this  Chapter  by  E.  Comp.  McCallum,  Scribe  E.  At 
the  close  of  the  Chapter  the  rest  of  the  evening  was 
pleasantly  spent  in  the  banquet  hall. 

Amabel  Chapter,  No.  131,  Wiarton. — I  visited 
this  Chapter  on  Tuesday  evening,  Nov.  5th,  at  a  special 
convocation  which  the  E.  Z.  so  kindly  called  for  my 
convenience.  As  there  was  no  regular  work  on  hand, 
E.  Comp.  Rev.  W.  Smythe,  the  First  Principal,  opened 
and  closed  in  the  three  degrees  in  a  very  creditable  man- 
ner. I  was  delighted  to  see  my  immediate  predecessor, 
R.  E.  Comp.  Foster,  present,  to  whom  I  am  indebted 
for  much  valuable  information  in  relation  to  my  duties 
as  Grand  Supt.  The  affairs  of  this  Chapter  are  in  first- 
class  condition,  which  reflects  much  credit  on  all  concerned. 

MacPherson  Chapter,  No.  86,  Meaford. — I 
visited  this,  my  mother  Chapter  on  Thursday  evening, 
Dec.  12th.  We  were  delighted  to  have  with  us  R.  E. 
Comp.  Dr.  Cameron  and  several  of  the  Companions  of 
Georgian  Chapter  as  well  as  E.  Comp.  Jory  of  Signet 
Chapter.  Six  candidates  were  exalted  to  the  Royal 
Arch  degree,  the  work  of  the  Principal  Sojourner  being 
especially  worthy  of  mention.  The  Chapter  has  been 
very  much  revived  in  the  last  two  or  three  years  .by  the 
addition  of  much  excellent  material,  and  is  now  in  first- 
class  working  condition.  An  hour  in  the  refreshment 
room  brought  a  pleasant  evening  to  a  close. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

James  Sparling, 
Grand  Supt.  Georgian  District,  No.  9. 
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ONTARIO  DISTRICT,  No.   10. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z. ,  Principals  and  Officers 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  R.  A.  M.  of  Canada  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report  on 
the  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  district.  I 
am  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  that  peace  and  harmony 
prevail  and  that  with  one  exception,  every  Chapter  in 
this  district  is  making  progress. 

The  Chapters  are  presided  over  by  energetic  and 
capable  officers  who  confer  the  different  degrees  in  a 
careful  and  impressive  manner.  The  Scribes  E.  of  the 
different  Chapters  by  regularly  sending  copies  of  sum- 
mons kept  me  well  informed  upon  the  work  going  on, 
and  on  my  visits  of  inspection  I  found  the  books  carefully 
and  neatly  kept. 

During  the  past  year  a  very  satisfactory  increase  in 
membership  has  been  made  as  is  shown  by  the  returns 
and  all  Chapters  report  good  prospects  for  the  coming 
year. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  Companions  of  Ontario  District 
for  the  honor  they  conferred  on  me  by  electing  me  as 
their  Superintendent  and  for  the  many  courtesies  ex- 
tended to  me  during  my  time  of  office. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

A.  J.  Hewson, 

Grand  Supt.  Ontario  District,  No.  10. 
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PRINCE  EDWARD  DISTRICT,  No.  n. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Principals  and  Officers 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  on  the  con- 
dition of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Prince  Edward  District, 
No.  ii.  The  year  1907  has  been  one  of  healthy  activity 
and  substantial  progress  throughout  the  district. 

The  untimely  death  of  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  E.  Halliwell, 
the  Grand  Third  Principal,  while  the  occasion  for  deep 
and  sincere  regret  throughout  the  wider  domain  of  your 
Grand  body,  was  mourned  by  the  Companions  through- 
out this,  his  home  district,  in  the  sense  of  a  personal 
bereavement.  His  zeal  for  the  Royal  Craft  and  his 
genial  personality  endeared  him  to  all.  It  was  my  sad 
privilege  to  repesent  the  M.  E.,  the  Grand  Z.,  at  his 
funeral  on  the  13th  day  of  September  last.  The  thou- 
sands, who  attended  his  remains  to  their  last  resting 
place  in  Stirling  cemetery,  furnished  a  tribute  more 
eloquent  than  words  to  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held 
by  all  classes  and  conditions  of  men. 

Keystone  Chapter,  No.  72,  Stirling. — I  visited 
this  Chapter  on  the  17th  of  October  and  was  cordially 
received.  The  officers  and  Companions  of  this  Chapter, 
while  naturally  much  depressed  by  the  loss  of  R.  E. 
Comp.  Halliwell,  have  evinced  a  keen  appreciation  of 
the  duty  and  responsibility  thereby  imposed  upon  them 
by  re-doubling  their  individual  efforts  to  maintain  a 
successful  Chapter.  E.  Comp.  Dr.  Alger,  at  much 
personal  sacrifice  has  undertaken  the  duties  of  Scribe  E. 
E.  Comp.  Walt  and  Companions  McKee,  Howson  and 
others  are  doing  good  work,  and  the  increase  in  member- 
ship for  the  year  has  been  most  satisfactory.  R.  E. 
Comp.  Spencer  and  E.  Comp.  Booth  of  St.  Mark's 
Chapter,  Trenton,  were  also  in  attendance  at  this  meeting 
which  was  followed  by  a  very  pleasant  social  hour. 

Prince  Edward  Chapter,  No.  31,  Picton. — This 
Chapter  is  in  many  respects  a  model  Chapter.  One  is 
not  here  met  with  the  excuse  for  a  small  attendance 
that  is  often  given  by  Chapters  having  a  large  proportion 
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of  country  members.  There  was  a  large  and  representa- 
tive attendance  on  the  occasion  of  my  visit  on  the  21st 
of  October,  many  Companions  having  driven  in  from 
remote  parts  of  the  county.  The  explanation  is  not 
far  to  seek.  The  Chapter  has  a  tradition  for  doing  good 
work  and  lives  up  to  it.  In  the  unavoidable  absence 
of  E.  Comp.  Allison,  First  Principal,  the  Royal  Arch 
degree  was  conferred  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Wright  in  a  most 
satisfactory  manner  and  with  a  well  balanced  support 
from  the  subordinate  officers.  An  enjoyable  fourth 
degree  followed  the  regular  work.  E.  Comp.  Alford  of 
Moira  Chapter  accompanied  me  on  this  visit. 

St.  Mark's  Chapter,  No.  26,  Trenton. — This 
Chapter  was  visited  on  the  22nd  of  October  and  I  was 
accompanied  by  Companion  Roberts  of  Moira  Chapter. 
I  found  the  Chapter  in  a  healthy  condition  and  performing 
good  work  on  good  material.  E.  Comp.  Booth  and 
officers  conferred  the  Mark  degree.  R.  E.  Comp. 
Spencer  is  a  most  efficient  Scribe  E.,  and  in  proof  of  this 
I  may  mention  that  at  the  time  of  my  visit  the  arrears 
of  dues  to  the  end  of  1906  were  less  than  $5.00.  The 
Chapter  was  well  furnished  in  accordance  with  the  ancient 
landmarks,  and  an  excellent  spirit  prevails.  This 
Chapter  has  recently  amended  its  by-laws  by  increasing 
the  fee  to  $20.00,  which  is  a  commendable  change. 

Mount  Sinai,  No.  44,  Napanee. — I  visited  this 
Chapter  on  the  20th  day  of  November  when  the  Mark 
degree  was  impressively  conferred  by  E.  Comp.  Ruttan 
and  officers  on  Bro.  W.  H.  Barker,  a  South  African 
veteran,  an  ideal  candidate  in  every  way.  This  Chapter 
has  been  improving  its  equipment  and  has  enjoyed  a 
prosperous  year.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  work  a 
splendid  banquet  was  provided  and  a  couple  of  hours 
were  very  pleasantly  passed  in  speech  and  song,  enlivened 
by  the  strains  of  an  orchestra.  That  veteran  Craftsman, 
R.  E.  Comp.  J.  Walters,  although  not  in  robust  health, 
was  in  attendance  and  remained  with  "the  boys"  until 
the  close. v  | 

The  Moira  Chapter,  No.  7,  Belleville. —  My 
official  visit  to  this,  my  mother  Chapter,  was  made  on  the 
3rd  of  December,   when    the   Royal    Arch    degree   was 
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exemplified  by  E.  Comp.  Ponton  and  officers  in  an  efficient 
manner.  This  Chapter  has  had  a  most  successful  year. 
Some  $600  has  been  expended  during  the  year  in  decor- 
ating and  improving  the  Chapter  room. 

Madoc  Chapter,  U.  D.,  Madoc. — An  application 
for  a  new  Chapter  at  Madoc  had  been  presented  before 
the  close  of  1906  and  was  renewed  in  the  early  part  of  the 
present  year.  The  application  was  not  accompanied,  in 
the  first  instance,  by  the  consent  of  Keystone  Chapter, 
as  required  by  the  Constitution  and  upon  taking  up 
the  matter  with  Keystone  Chapter,  the  members  ex- 
pressed themselves  as  apprehensive  that  a  new  Chapter 
at  Madoc  would  prejudicially  effect  Keystone  Chapter 
by  circumscribing  its  jurisdiction  within  narrow  limits. 
A  consent  was  finally  submitted  by  Keystone  Chaper 
accompanied  by  the  condition  that  an  arrangement 
should  be  made  for  concurrent  jurisdiction.  I  held  that 
I  could  not  accept  the  consent  in  this  form  and  remitted 
the  whole  matter  to  the  M.  E.,  the  Grand  Z.,  with  the 
result  that  a  dispensation  was  granted. 

I  visited  Madoc  on  the  22nd  of  November  last  and 
instituted  the  Chapter  and  installed  the  officers.  At 
this  initial  meeting  no  less  than,  thirty-four  applica- 
tions for  membership  were  received.  The  officers 
are  most  enthusiastic  and  with  the  amount  of  wx>rk  in 
sight  there  is  no  room  for  doubt  as  to  the  future  success 
of  this  Chapter.  I  expect  to  make  another  visit  in 
January  and  will  be  in  a  position  to  make  a  further 
report  before  the  meeting  of  Grand  Chapter. 

A  pleasing  feature  of  the  inauguration  of  this  Chapter 
was  the  presence  of  E.  Comps.  Alger  and  Walt  and  Comps. 
Howson  and  McKee  of  Keystone  Chapter,  thus  indicating 
the  existence  of  a  fraternal  harmony  that  I  am  confident 
will  characterize  the  future  relations  of  these  adjoining 
sister  Chapters. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  Companions  of  the 
district  for  the  unvarying  kindliness  with  which  I  have 
been  greeted  throughout  my  official  visits. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  S.   Morden, 
Grand  Supt.  P.  E.  District,  No.  n. 
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ST.  LAWRENCE  DISTRICT,  No.  12. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z. ,  Principals  and  Officers 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  : 

As  Grand  Superintendent  I  have  the  honor  of  sub- 
mitting my  report  on  the  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry 
in  St.  Lawrence  District,  No.  12. 

I  have  visited  every  Chapter  in  the  district,  and  am 
very  pleased  to  state  that  the  greatest  harmony  and 
enthusiasm  prevails  in  every  Chapter.  On  every  visit 
I  have  been  received  and  entertained  in  the  most  kindly 
and  fraternal  manner,  making  every  such  visit  a  very 
pleasant  memory. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  fair  progress  has  been 
made  during  the  year,  and  the  work  performed  with 
fair  uniformity.  I  accepted  office  with  the  determination 
to  perform  the  duties  to  the  best  of  my  judgment  and 
ability,  with  what  success  I  leave  it  with  the  Chapters 
to  decide. 

Maitland  Chapter,  No.  68,  North  Augusta. — 
My  first  official  visit  was  paid  to  Maitland  Chapter, 
No.  68,  North  Augusta,  on  26th  July.  This  is  a  small 
Chapter,  and  the  Companions  have  long  distances  to 
travel  to  attend,  but  a  very  fair  number  were  present. 
The  M.  M.  M.  degree  was  worked  by  the  officers  in  a  very 
creditable  manner,  with  the  First  Principal,  E.  Comp. 
Watchorn  as  W.  M.,  assisted  by  E.  Comp.  Magee.  I  had 
also  the  pleasure  of  meeting  R.  E.  Comp.  Graham,  of 
Grenville  Chapter,  No.  22,  Prescott.  The  prospects 
of  this  Chapter  are  very  fair,  and  the  Companions  are 
enthusiastic.  Refreshments  were  served  at  the  close  of 
the  meeting  and  an  enjoyable  time  spent  socially. 

Covenant  Chapter,  No.  113,  Cornwall. — This  is 
my  own  Chapter,  and  I  have  attended  every  convocation 
but  paid  my  official  visit  on  20th  November.  The  at- 
tendance of  members  was  very  good, — and  as  I  have 
observed  the  working  during  the  year — I  can  vouch  that 
all  the  officers  do  their  work  well.  The  M.  M.  M.  degree 
was  conferred  on  a  candidate  in  a  manner  which  only 
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calls  for  praise.  The  prospects  are  excellent — the 
officers  and  members  are  enthusiastic.  The  books  of  the 
Chapter,  under  the  care  of  Comp.  J.  Ridley,  are  kept  in 
his  usual  neat  and  admirable  manner. 

Sussex  Chapter,  No.  59,  and  St.  Lawrence 
Chapter,  No.  100,  Brockville. — My  next  visit  was  to 
Sussex  and  St,  Lawrence  Chapters,  Brockville,  on  25th 
November.  At  my  request  these  two  Chapters  held  a 
joint  meeting — the  attendance  being  large — and  I  have 
to  thank  the  Companions  for  their  very  kind  reception, 
and  entertainment.  The  R.  A.  degree  was  conferred 
in  a  manner  which  reflects  great  credit  upon  all  officers — 
the  First  Principal  of  Sussex  Chapter  E.  Comp.  Knapp, 
in  the  chair,  and  assisted  by  First  Principal  of  St.  Law- 
rence Chapter.  Both  Chapters  have  been  doing  ex- 
cellent work  during  the  year,  and  the  utmost  harmony 
prevails  between  the  officers  and  members.  Sussex 
Chapter  have  compiled  new  by-laws  which  have  been 
confirmed.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting  an  elaborate 
banquet  was  provided,  and  a  most  enjoyable  hour  was 
spent  in  a  social  way.  I  cannot  conclude  without  again 
thanking  the  Companions  of  both  Chapters,  and  espec- 
ially R.  E.  Comp.  Mowat  and  the  Principals  for  their 
extreme  kindness. 

St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  112,  Morrisburg. — My 
next  visit  was  to  St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  112,  Morrisburg, 
on  the  29th  November.  The  attendance  of  members 
was  very  good.  This  Chapter,  under  the  direction  of 
E.  Comp.  Massey,  has  advanced  rapidly  during  the  year, 
and  when  the  new  members  become  more  conversant 
with  the  duties,  will  do  excellent  work.  The  officers 
are  painstaking  and  efficient,  and  anxious  to  excel.  The 
books  are  neatly  kept,  and  dues  fairly  well  collected. 
The  M.  M.  M.  and  M.  E.  M.  degrees  were  conferred  on 
a  number  of  candidates  in  a  very  creditable  manner, 
considering  that  nearly  all  the  officers  are  new  members. 
After  labor  came  refreshment,  and  a  very  pleasant  hour 
was  spent  in  fraternal  intercourse. 

Leeds  Chapter,  No.  132,  Gananoque. — On  the 
the   4th   December  I   visited   Leeds   Chapter,   No.    132, 
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Gananoque,  the  youngest,  but  numerically  the  strongest 
Chapter  in  the  district.  I  was  pleased  to  meet  R.E.  Comp. 
Murch,  of  Kingston,  at  this  meeting.  The  attendance 
of  members  was  very  good.  After  having  been  very 
cordially  received  and  welcomed  by  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers, I  witnessed  the  M.  M.  M.  degree  conferred  on  a 
candidate  in  a  most  accurate  and  impressive  manner, 
showing  conscientious  work  on  the  part  of  the  officers 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest.  The  books  of  Scribe  E. 
are  neatly  and  accurately  kept,  and  the  dues  fairly  well 
collected,  the  Chapter  room  commodious  and  neatly 
furnished.     The  prospects  of  this  Chapter  are  very  bright. 

Grenville  Chapter,  No.  22,  Prescott. — On  the 
10th  of  December  I  visited  Grenville  Chapter,  No.  22, 
Prescott,  at  their  regular  convocation.  After  a  very 
kindly  reception,  the  officers  of  the  Chapter  worked  the 
R.  A.  degree  in  a  very  creditable  manner.  In  the  absence 
of  the  First  Principal  Z.,  R.  E.  Comp.  Logan  acted  as 
First  Principal.  The  attendance  of  members  was  not 
large,  but  the  outlook  for  the  Chapter  is  very  fair.  The 
books  are  kept  in  a  neat  and  business  like  manner  by  the 
Scribe  E.,  R.  E.  Comp.  Graham.  On  this  visit  I  was 
accompanied  by  Comp.  J.  Ridley,  Scribe  E.,  of  Covenant 
Chapter. 

Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui  Chapter 
No.  1,  Kingston.— My  last  visit  was  to  Ancient  Frontenac 
and  Cataraqui  Chapter  No.  1.  A  visit  I  will  long  remem- 
ber for  the  extreme  kindness  of  the  Companions,  espec- 
ially R.  E.  Comp.  Murch  and  M.  E.  Comp.  Shaw.  After 
having  been  received  and  welcomed  by  the  officers  and 
members  in  a  very  hearty  and  cordial  manner  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  witnessing  the  conferring  the  R.  A.  degree  in 
a  very  accurate  and  impressive  manner,  every  officer 
taking  great  pains  in  the  rendering  of  his  part  correctly 
and  impressively.  The  books  are  kept  in  a  very  neat  and 
correct  way.  The  prospects  for  the  coming  year  are 
excellent,  and  the  members  very  enthusiastic  in  the  work. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  recommend  that  my  successor 
in  office  hold  a  Chapter  of  Instruction  sometime  during 
the  year.  I  am  sure  it  would  greatly  help  some  of  the 
Chapters. 
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I  desire  before  closing  to  express  my  hearty  thanks 
to  the  E.  Comps.  for  the  great  honor  conferred  on  me  at 
the  last  convocation  of  Grand  Chapter.  It  has  been  a 
great  pleasure  to  visit  the  different  Chapters  and  I 
bespeak  for  my  successor  the  same  welcome  as  was 
given  me. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

F.  Bisset, 

Grand  Supt.  St.  Lawrence  District,  No.  12. 
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OTTAWA  DISTRICT,  No.  13. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  : 

As  Grand  Superintendent  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit my  report  on  Capitular  Masonry  in  the  Ottawa 
District,  No.  13,  for  1907.  Before  recording  the  status 
of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  with  all  its  achievements,  its 
pride,  aspirations,  hopes,  and  glory,  I  would  had  I  the 
pen  of  a  "seer,"  endeavor  to  convey  to  the  E.  Comps. 
in  the  district,  my  appreciation  of  the  honor  conferred 
upon  me,  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  the  representatives 
of  the  seA^eral  Chapters  in  our  district,  by  electing  me  to 
such  a  proud  position  in  the  Craft  as  G.  S.,  and  presuming 
that  my  report  will  be  perused  by  some,  and  I  hope  by 
many,  I  make  this  statement  that  I  consider  there  is  no 
prouder  position  in  life,  than  that  of  holding  office, 
however  humble,  in  a  Masonic  body,  which  should  be  an 
incentive  to  the  Companions  generally  for  more  zeal, 
energy  and  appreciation — to  fit  themselves  for  positions 
that  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  Companions — who  are  ever 
ready  and  willing  to  confer  honor  upon  those  who  are  apt, 
self-sacrificing,  forgetful  of  self — but  zealous  for  the 
progress  and  perfection  in  our  Royal  work. 

This  zeal  is  manifest  in  some  parts  of  the  district, 
but  latent  in  others — by  the  lack  of  support,  on  the  part 
of  the  Companions,  to  those,  whom  they  have  elected 
to  office,  and  general  lack  of  interest  in  so  good  a  work. 
I  mention  this  respectfully  and  kindly,  knowing  that 
the  Companions  will  agree  with  me — that  there  is  a 
necessity  in  some  parts  for  more  activity,  and  desirability 
for  all  to  be  of  one  mind  and  purpose,  that  all  may  be  on 
a  par  in  excellence,  working,  and  attendance  in  the  Holy 
Royal  Arch.  The  Companions  in  the  district  will  under- 
stand the  allusions  here  expressed — and  I  trust  advisedly 
— as  I  have  not,  during  my  official  visits,  been  personal 
in  my  criticism,  but  admonished,  and  advised  in  broad 
terms,  but  as  such  as  could  be  applied  and  fit,  their 
individual  cases — deeming  forbearance  a  live  factor — 
when  advocating  and  proclaiming  the  many  sides  of 
Masonry  to  be  adopted  and  maintained  if  true  to  the 
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secrets  and  principles — both  human  and  Divine — that 
are  contained  within  the  precincts  of  our  Chapters. 

When  I  have  met  the  Companions,  my  receptions 
have  been  most  cordial,  and  pleasant,  the  work  where 
exemplified  well  done,  officers  filling  the  various  chairs 
in  a  dignified  manner  ;  the  floor  work,  with  celerity  and 
dispatch,  showing  care  and  study  ;  the  books  of  the 
Scribes  E.  generally  well  kept,  some  particularly  so, 
showing  excellence  of  clerical  work  ;  the  financial  state 
is  in  a  very  healthy  condition,  due  in  a  large  measure,  to 
the  persistent  efforts  of  the  Scribe  E.  .  This  latter 
item  should  be  considered  by  all  Companions  as  "muni- 
tions of  war,"  are  necessary  for  "Masonic"  as  other 
bodies. 

Maple  Chapter,  No.  116,  Carleton  Place. — 
"Going  home  to  mother,"  is  the  thought  of  many  a  glad 
heart  at  the  close  of  the  year,  with  its  varied  experiences, 
and  anticipations,  of  the  past,  present  and  future,  in  joys, 
or  sorrows.  Something  akin  to  this,  were  the  thoughts 
and  feelings  on  this,  my  first  official  visit  to  "Maple," 
my  mother  Chapter,  within  whose  walls  I  had  the  honor 
of  receiving  the  several  degrees  appertaining  to  the 
H.  R.  A.  It  was  with  feelings  of  pleasure,  that  my  first 
visit  should  be  to  this  Chapter,  having  been  the  recipient 
of  many  favors,  and  assistance  personally  in  the  infancy 
of  St.  Francis  Chapter,  and  since  it  has  put  off  its  swad- 
dling clothes,  and  launched  out  on  its  own  career,  the 
Companions  of  116  have  been  ever  ready  to  help  and 
encourage  St.  Francis  on  its  way,  and  one  feels  grateful, 
as  he,  whom  the  "King  delighteth  to  honor." 

My  visit  was  made  on  the  5th  of  Nov. ,  and  under  the 
circumstances  was  well  attended,  some  of  the  officers 
being  out  of  town  and  they  having  had  but  short  notice 
of  my  intended  visit.  Maple  Chapter  has  for  a  long 
time  held  a  proud  position  in  the  Ottawa  District,  as 
having  within  its  compass  past  masters  in  the  art,  and 
the  work  exemplified  by  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  H.  Mcintosh 
and  the  officers  was  just  what  was  expected — an  object 
lesson  in  zeal,  application,  and  assiduity,  showing  what 
can  be  accomplished  when  the  "desire  to  be"  is  accom- 
panied by  the  "desire  to  do."     That  the  chisel,  though 
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small,  can  by  application  produce  the  perfect  ashlar. 
There  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  numbers,  furnishing 
ample  material  for  the  square  and  plumb,  in  the  future. 
Ex.  Comp.  A.  H.  Edwards,  S.  E.,  has  books  and  clerical 
system,  for  recording  the  financial  and  other  matter  sof 
the  Chapter,  claiming  particular  mention.  On  the 
whole    there  are  prospects  of  another   successful   term. 

St.  Francis  Chapter,  No.  133,  Smith's  Falls. — 
I  paid  my  official  visit  to  the  above  Chapter  on  Nov. 
13th,  with  a  certain  amount  of  diffidence,  for  within  its 
portals  I  have  watched  the  rise  and  growth  of  R.  A. 
Masonry.  St.  Francis  Chapter,  like  its  patron  saint, 
giving  unto  those,  who  wish  to  partake  of  the  benefits 
of  our  institution  many  have  come  to  the  portals  in  the 
prescribed  manner,  who  were  desirous  of  an  insight  into 
the  sublime  mysteries  of  the  H.  R.  A.  The  progress 
and  growth  in  men  and  material  are  most  gratifying  to 
the  Chapter,  and  the  district  at  large.  A  fire  recently 
occured  in  the  building  in  which  the  Masonic  rooms  are 
situated,  and  the  same  being  somewhat  damaged,  a 
dispensation  was  granted  to  convene  in  rooms  adjoining. 
The  exemplification  of  the  work  was  very  creditable 
under  existing  circumstances,  showing  marked  improve- 
ment in  the  grasp  of  the  work  (though  not  perfect,  there 
are  always  points  wherein  one  can  improve)  but  zeal 
has  so  long  held  sway,  in  this  little  coterie  that  a  bright 
future  is  anticipated.  The  First  Principal  being  absent, 
E.  Comp.  W.  A.  Rose,  of  Prescott,  kindly  officiated,  assist- 
ed by  the  officers  in  their  respective  chairs,  the  books  pre- 
sented by  S.  E.  Comp.  G.  W.  Fluker  show  a  good  financial 
standing.  An  emergent  convocation  was  held  ander 
dispensation,  at  a  later  date  to  instal  the  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year,  the  induction  was  performed  by  R.  E. 
Comp.  D.  H.  Mcintosh,  P.G.S.,  in  his  usual  exemplary 
manner,  who  kindly  consented  to  be  present  by  request 
of  the  G.  S.,  who  has  recently  been  bereaved,  by  the  death 
of  his  partner  in  life,  and  was  therefore  unable  to  conduct 
the  ceremonies  of  installation. 

Carleton  Chapter,  No.  16,  Ottawa. — "Carleton 
Chapter  Re- anion,"  or  as  it  should  be  termed  a  "Chapter 
of  Instruction,"  is  an  event  of  the  year  in  the  annals  of 
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Capitular  Masonry  in  the  capital,  and  justly  so,  for  if 
personal  sacrifice  of  time,  effort,  energy,  or  money,  on 
the  part  of  the  officers  or  Companions  mean  success,  the 
result  is  assured  and  appreciated.  No  meeting  in  this 
district  is  looked  forward  to  with  so  much  interest  as  the 
above.  Tt  is  a  gathering  of  the  clans  from  all  points  of 
District  No.  13,  and  it  is  the  same  old  story,  expressed 
in  the  same  old  way,  to  all  comers,  you  are  welcome, 
pleased  to  see  you  (shake.)  In  this,  we  have  the  Ottawa 
Companions  portrayed  in  full  Masonic  armour.  It  was 
my  privilege  to  visit  the  above  Chapter  officially  on  the 
occasion,  Nov.  15th.  The  meeting  was  largely  attended, 
and  it  was  a  pleasant  sight  to  see  so  large  a  hall  well 
filled  with  expectant  Craftsmen.  At  the  sound  of  the 
gavel  the  brethren  came  to  order,  and  the  officers  assumed 
their  respective  stations  at  2.30  p.m.,  and  the  lodge 
opened  in  the  M.  M.  M.  degree.  E.  Comp.  Dr.  John 
Robertson  exemplified  the  degree  in  a  manner  above 
criticism,  the  ease  and  celerity  of  the  floor  work,  the 
officers  on  the  alert,  and,  quick  to  respond,  in  coming 
to  order,  when  addressed  by  the  W.  M.  were  pointers. 
The  W.  M.'s  rendition  was  replete  with  many  excellent 
points,  especially  his  delivery,  which  made  a  marked 
impression  on  all  and  should  prove  an  incentive  for  per- 
sonal zeal,  in  the  same  direction.  The  lodge  was  then 
opened  in  the  M.  E.  M.  degree  by  E.  Comp.  W.  H.  G. 
Garrioch,  being  supported  by  another  quota  of  well- 
posted  officers  in  the  respective  chairs.  This  degree  was 
praiseworthy  from  beginning  to  end,  the  evolutions 
being  somewhat  difficult  (unless  all  are  well  posted)  and 
the  fact  of  there  being  twelve  candidates  for  reception, 
the  S.  D.  's  tact  in  the  work,  was  more  than  commendable, 
and  enabled  the  visitors  and  brethren  to  see  many  advant- 
ages gained,  by  closer  study  of  the  ritual. 

At  the  close  of  the  above  degrees  some  discussion 
on  minor  points  was  taken  part  in,  all  being  of  one  mind 
as  to  the  excellence  of  the  work.  The  lodge  was  then 
closed  in  this  degree, and  proceedings  adjourned  until  7.30. 

At  7.30  the  Chapter  was  duly  opened  by  the  E. 
Comp.  E.  G.  Shane,  Z.,  R.  M.  Armstrong,  H.,  and  R.  S. 
Simpson,  J.,  who  performed  their  alloted  tasks  in  the 
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exemplification  of  this  Royal  degree.  The  earnest 
attention  of  the  Companions  who  were  accommodated  in 
all  available  seats  in  this  commodious  hall  was  gratifying. 
As  the  work  was  unfolded,  and  the  neophytes  led,  step 
by  step  through  the  labyrinth  of  the  work,  the  interest 
increased,  until  the  climax  was  reached,  in  the  mystical 
work,  rendered  by  R.  E.  Comp.  S.  A.  Luke,  bringing 
forcibly  to  his  hearers  the  great  truths,  solemnity,  and 
beauty  of  R.  A.  Masonry,  truly  the  cope-stone  or  zenith 
of  all  aspirants. 

The  whole  proceedings  were  a  j  ust  reward  to  all  the 
officers,  as  being  "crowned  with  success,"  and  one  felt  it 
was  good  to  be  there.  There  were  twelve  candidates 
for  the.  Royal  Arch  degree,  but  the  officers  were  equal 
to  the  occasion.  My  reception  was  most  cordial,  the  dais 
being  graced  by  a  large  number  of  R.  E.  Companions  who 
gave  lustre  to  the  gathering,  among  whom  was  R.  E. 
Comp.  A.  S.  Gorrell,  who  arrived  unexpectedly  in  the 
city,  and  was  welcomed  by  his  many  friends.  Many 
words  of  wisdom  and  admonition  were  given,  and  at 
the  close  of  the  Chapter  the  Companions  adjourned  to 
the  banqueting  room,  where,  as  usual  with  the 
hospitality,  characteristic  of  Carleton  Chapter,  there  was 
everything  to  please  the  eye,  and  cravings  of  the  inner 
man,  under  the  influence  of  which  came  forth  bright 
speech,  music,  mirth  and  song. 

Glengarry  Chapter,  No.  143,  MaxviLLE. — I  en- 
deavored to  visit  this  Chapter  on  Nov.  26th,  but  failed 
to  reach  my  destination.  Leaving  Smith's  Falls  on  the 
afternoon  train  for  Maxville,  via.  Ottawa.  On  reaching 
the  latter  I  found  the  train  was  late,  and  I  could  not 
make  connection,  much  to  my  annoyance.  I  wired  the 
Companions  my  position,  expressing  my  disappointment 
in  not  being  able  to  visit  them  as  arranged.  From  re- 
ports received  this  Chapter  is  holding  its  own, having  some 
increase  in  numbers,  with  prospects  good,  financially 
and  otherwise.  I  hope  to  visit  this  Chapter  in  the  near 
future  to  know  and  mingle  with  "the  boys"  in 
Glengarry. 

St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  148,  Vankleek  Hill. — 
I  visited  this  Chapter  on  Dec.   3rd.     E.   Comp.  T.   G. 
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Thomson  met  me  at  the  station  and  kindly  conveyed 
me  to  the  hotel,  an  attention  much  appreciated,  this 
being  my  first  visit,  and  the  town  some  distance  from  the 
railway.  I  had  heard  much  of  this  Chapter  from  others, 
and  had  looked  forward  with  pleasure  to  the  visit,  and 
apart  from  what  is  derived  from  official  duties,  I  was  more 
than  pleased.  I  do  not  mention  this,  for  my  own  person- 
al benefit,  but  the  importance  of  all  official  visits  is  a  duty 
on  the  Craft.  This  Chapter  has  bright  prospects  for  fu- 
ture prosperity,  all  being  earnest  and  zealous.  Officers 
well  up  in  their  work,  showing  tact  and  ability,  and  above 
all,  the  importance  of  R.  A.  Masonry.  The  attendance 
was  not  large,  but  most  interesting.  A  large  portion  of 
the  Companions  reside  in  Hawksbury,  some  miles  distant 
consequently  cannot  always  attend.  The  books  are  well 
kept  and  the  financial  standing  good. 


Granite  Chapter  No.  6i,  Almonte. — I  had  the 
pleasure  of  visiting  this  Chapter  on  Dec.  ioth,  and  meeting 
with  a  small,  but  enthusiastic  body  of  R.  A.  Masons,  who 
have  all  the  essentials  for  a  live  Chapter,  prompt,  and  well 
versed  in  the  work  ;  the  exemplification  of  the  degree, 
though  some  of  the  officers  were  absent, was  commendable 
There  should  be  progress  here,  as  there  is  good 
material,  but  it  is  necessary  for  all  to  be  of  one  mind, 
and  support  the  new  officers  by  regular  attendance. 
Books  well  kept,  financial  standing  good. 


BONNECHERE    CHAPTER,     No.     114,    RENFREW. Dec. 

the  1 6th  was  the  date  of  my  official  visit  to  this  Chapter, 
and  I  went  with  great  expectations,  which  were  fully 
realized.  I  here  found  a  Chapter  well  equipped, 
arranged,  and  chaste  in  color  scheme,  giving  tone 
and  dignity  to  the  whole,  and  to  the  E.  Principals, 
who  graced  ,the  East  to  whom  I  was  introduced, 
by  my  valued  friend  R.  E.  Comp.  W.  A.  McKay. 
The  exemplification  of  the  work  in  all  its  phases,  was 
such  as  to  bring  forth  many  expressions  of  praise, 
The  meeting  was  small  numerically,  which  was  fully 
compensated  by  the  profitable  time  enjoyed  by  all. 
R.     E.   Comp.   Hay,   S.  E.    shows    books    and    finances 
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in    a   good   state,  and   with  the   newly  elected  officers, 
a  prosperous   year  is   anticipated. 

Pembroke  Chapter,  No.  58,  Mattawa. — I  visited 
this  Chapter  on  the  17th  of  Dec,  and  was  disappointed  to 
find  circumstances  had  worked  adversely  to  the  interests 
of  R.  A.  Masonry  in  Mattawa.  The  fluctuation  of  the 
town's  population  has  caused  the  removal  of  many  of 
the  Companions  to  other  parts, notably  the  First  Principal 
E.  Comp.  Dr.  C.  W.  Haentschel,  who  is  a  host  in  himself, 
W.  G.  Dinwoodie  the  S.  E.,  and  others,  leaving  only 
two  or  three  Companions  residing  in  the  town.  Upon 
enquiry  I  learned  that  there  were  several  desirable 
M.  M.  who  wished  to  identify  themselves  with  R.  A. 
Masonry.  I  saw  some  of  them,  and  all  expressed  them- 
selves anxious  to  cast  in  their  lot  with  the  Companions 
for  the  welfare  of  the  Chapter,  and  the  Craft  in  general, 
in  this  district.  Thus  the  district  which  is  at  present 
isolated,  would  have  many  advantages  in  Craft  work 
ing,  that  they  could  not  possibly  enjoy  being  so  far  from 
other  centres.  Last  report  showed  a  membership  of 
forty-one  Companions,  who  are,  I  understand,  contribut- 
ing to  the  funds.  In  this  respect  theChapter  is  to  the 
fore,  also  in  Masonic  quarters,  the  Craft  in  this  town 
having  rooms  that  are  a  surprise  to  all  who  visit  them, 
and  truly  a  credit  to  the  Order. 

Laurentian  Chapter,  No.  151,  Pembroke. — Pem- 
broke the  home  of  the  cult,  and  many  illustrious  and 
distinguished  Masons.  I  arrived  in  this  town  on  the 
1 8th  December,  full  of  anticipations  for  this  my  last 
official  visit  to  ' 'Laurentian"  on  the  morrow  ;  but  one 
seemed  doomed  to  disappointment, and  I  must  own, where 
it  was  least  expected.  I  had  looked  forward  to  a  Masonic 
treat,  but  there  was  no  meeting  on  the  19th.  This 
conveyed  a  thousand  and  one  thoughts,  which  condensed 
meant  that,  "this  should  not  be."  Men,  intellect,  and 
ability,  are  here,  and  one  of  the  finest  Masonic  rooms  in 
the  country.  The  very  surroundings  and  appurtenances 
should  call  forth  the  very  best  in  Masonic  life.  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  E.Comp.Leitch,  J.  P.  Miller, S.E., and 
others  of  the  Companions,  all  ardent  and  zealous,  which 
is  proof  positive  that  the  life  is  there,  but  latent.     All 
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interested  in  the  Royal  art  should  be  of  one  mind,  and  one 
accord,  in  supporting  those  whom  they  elect  to  office, 
by  punctual  attendance,  etc.,  and  "all  will  be  well." 
Companions  see  to  it. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

G.  T.  Martin. 

Grand  Supt.  Ottawa  District,  ATo.  13. 
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ALGOMA  DISTRICT,  No.   14. 

To  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z  ,  Officers  and  Companions 
oj  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Canada  : 

As  Grand  Superintendent  of  Algoma  District,  No.  14, 
I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  report  on  the  condition  of 
Capitular  Masonry  in  this  district,  and  at  the  same  time 
express  my  thanks  to  the  Companions  for  electing  me 
to    such   a   high   and   honorable   position. 

Almost  immediately  after  the  Annual  Convocation  of 
Grand  Chapter  at  which  I  had  been  elected,  and  in- 
stalled, I  appointed  as  District  Scribe  E.  Companion 
T.  N.  Andrew,  a  most  thorough  and  well-posted  Mason 
on  the  laws  and  regulations  of  Grand  Masonic  bodies. 
At  the  commencement  of  my  term  of  office,  I  requested 
the  Scribes  E.  of  the  various  Chapters  to  send  me  no- 
tices of  the  convocations  of  their  Chapters,  so  that  I 
might  be  in  a  better  position  to  "judge  of  the  work  they 
were  doing,  and  almost  without  exception  I  have  been 
receiving  notices  of  their  convocations  regularly.  Dur- 
ing the  year  I  have  visited  every  Chapter  in  the  district, 
two  at  their  regular  nights  of  meeting,  but  owing  to 
the  long  distance  one  has  to  travel  (nearly  1,700  miles) 
I  found  it  convenient  to  request  the  First  Principals 
of  five  of  the  Chapters  to  call  special  convocations. 
In  every  instance  my  request  was  complied  with,  and 
I  desire  most  sincerely  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the 
officers  and  Companions  of  these  Chapters  for  their 
courtesy  and  for  the  large  attendance  at  the  convo- 
cations. 

Alberton  Chapter,  No.  152,  Fort  Frances. — 
I  made  my  first  official  visit  to  this  Chapter,  Monday, 
June  10th,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  E.  Com- 
panions A.  W.  Walsh  and  G  Cameron,  the  First  and 
Third  Principals  respectively  of  Atwood  Chapter,  No. 
149,  Rainy  River,  who  very  kindly  came  to  Fort  Frances 
to  assist  at  the  installation  of  officers.  This  is  a  young 
Chapter,  bat  I  found  their  rooms  well  equipped  with 
all  necessary  furniture  and  regalia. 
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On  account  of  the  small  number  of  Past  First  Prin- 
cipals, E.  Companion  C.  J.  Hollands,  Z.,  had  obtained 
a  dispensation  to  instal  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year, 
during  my  visit.  I  wish  to  thank  E.  Companion  A.  W. 
Walsh  for  his  kind  assistance  as  D.  of  C.  daring  the 
installation  ceremony.  The  M.M.M.  degree  was  most 
faultlessly  exemplified  by  E.  Companion  C.  J.  Hollands 
and  officers.  The  books  are  neatly  kept  by  Companion 
G.  A.  Stethem,  who  is  also  W.  Master  of  the  blue  lodge. 
I  was  pleased  to  see  so  large  an  attendance,  98  per  cent, 
of  the  members  being  present,  and  four  visitors.  They 
not  only  proved  themselves  to  be  earnest  workers,  but 
good  entertainers,  for  after  the  work  was  over  a  few 
pleasant  hours  were  spent  around  the  festive  board, 
interspersed   with   song,   recitations   and   speeches. 

Atwood  Chapter,  No.  149.  Rainy  River. — I 
visited  this  Chapter  on  June  nth,  and  was  right  royally 
received  by  the  Companions,  of  whom  there  was  a  good 
attendance.  This  Chapter  has  been  working  under 
great  difficulties  on  account  of  two  of  the  Principals 
leaving  the  district.  I  had  an  informal  meeting  with 
the  officers  in  the  afternoon  and  discussed  Capitular 
Masonry  with  them,  and  answered  a  number  of  ques- 
tions. The  Companions  are  very  enthusiastic.  E. 
Companion  (Rev.)  J.  Johnston,  H.,  being  a  Chapter 
in  himself.  I  am  satisfied  that  my  visit  will  not  be 
barren  of  results.  The  M.M.M.  degree  was  conferred 
upon  three  candidates  in  a  satisfactory  and  impressive 
manner,  and  the  lessons  to  be  conveyed  were  certainly 
well  impressed  upon  their  minds.  At  the  close  of  the 
Chapter,  the  Companions  adjourned  to  the  banquet 
r  om  where,  after  partaking  of  trie  good  things  pro- 
vided, a  very  pleasant  hour  was  spent  in  speech  and 
song,  which  brought  to  a  close  a  very  pleasant  evening. 

Golden  Chapter,  No.  90,  Kenora. — My  official 
visit  to  this  Chapter  was  paid  on  the  evening  of  June 
13th.  I  was  met  at  the  station  by  E.  Companion  F.  A. 
Campbell,  Z.,  Companion  G.  M.  James,  S.E.,  and  others, 
and  conducted  to  the  hotel  where  arrangements  had 
been  made  for  my  reception  by  E.  Companion  F.  A. 
Campbell.     After   lunch   the   Companions    chartered    a 
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motor-boat  and  took  me  for  a  trip  around  the  islands, 
which  was  much  enjoyed  by  all  present.  In  the  evening 
I  was  most  cordially  welcomed  by  E.  Companion  F.  A. 
Campbell,  Z.,  and  R.  E.  Companion  Judge  Chappie, 
who  takes  a  deep  interest  in  Capitular  Masonry.  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  witnessing  the  R.A.  degree  exemplified 
by  the  officers  which  was  beautifully  done,  the  sub- 
ordinate officers  also  doing  their  share  to  keep  up  the 
reputation  of  the  Chapter.  The  books  are  neatly  kept 
by  Companion  G.  M.  James,  S.E.,  and  are  a  credit  to 
the  Chapter.  After  the  business  was  transacted,  all 
adjourned  to  the  banquet  room  to  partake  of  a  well 
prepared  repast,  where  we  spent  a  pleasant  hour  to- 
gether. 

Algonquin  Chapter,  No.  102,  Sault  St.  Marie. — 
My  visit  to  this  Chapter  on  August  5th  was  a  most 
enjoyable  one.  It  is  the  strongest  in  the  district,  and 
is  possessed  of  a  most  excellent  staff  of  officers,  who 
have  both  zeal  and  ability,  and  take  the  greatest  pride 
in  rendering  the  work  in  such  an  impressive  manner, 
that  it  cannot  fail  to  leave  a  deep  impression  on  the 
minds  of  the  candidates.  There  were  over  forty  R.  A. 
Masons  present,  every  officer  was  in  his  place  excepting 
the  Master  of  the  First  Veil,  an  office  very  ably  filled 
by  Companion  C.  A.  Laney.  Here  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  witnessing  a  newly  exalted  Companion  examined  in 
the  R.  A.  degree,  which  was  not  only  a  credit  to  himself 
but  to  the  Chapter,  and  those  who  did  the  posting. 
The  R.  A.  degree  was  faultlessly  conferred  by  E.  Com- 
panion T.  E.  Simpson,  Z.,  and  officers,  who  are  exceed- 
ingly well  qualified  for  their  respective  positions.  I 
was  extremely  well  pleased  with  the  impressiveness 
and  solemnity  in  which  this  degree  was  conferred,  and 
I  believe  I  may  say  I  never  before  saw  it  conferred  in 
such  an  impressive  manner.  The  books  of  the  pains- 
taking Scribe  E.,  R.  E.  Companion  C.  W.  McCrea,  are 
neatly  and  correctly  kept.  The  committee  on  marks 
certainly  deserve  the  credit  for  the  manner  in  which 
that  duty  was  performed.  I  understand  every  Com- 
panion of  this  Chapter  has  a  mark.  The  Chapter  rooms 
are  commodious  and  well  furnished  with  full  banner 
and  centre     floor    equipment.     ^The     Companions     of 
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Algonquin  Chapter  not  only  know  how  to  do  the  work, 
but  also  proved  themselves  able  to  entertain,  as  a  plenti- 
ful repast  was  provided  in  the  banquet  hall.  Music 
was  provided  by  an  orchestra,  which  added  to  the 
pleasure  of  the  evening.  The  speeches,  songs  and 
recitati  ns  were  of  a  very  high  order.  The  addresses 
of  R.  E.  Companions  W.  H.  Hearst,  C.  W.  McCrea  and 
Companion  J.  D.  H.  Browne  being  well  received  by  the 
Companions.  I  cannot  close  this  report  without  ex- 
pressing my  sincere  thanks  to  E.  Companions  T.  E. 
Simpson,  J.  B.  Way,  E.  B.  Sexsmith  and  T.  D.  Ross 
for  their  kindenss  in  entertaining  me  during  my  visit. 

Tuscan  Chapter,  No.  95,  Sudbury. — I  arranged 
with  E.  Companion  J.  A.  Orr,  First  Principal,  to  visit 
this  Chapter  on  August  6th.  This  Chapter  usually 
calls  off  during  July  and  August,  and  I  am  indebted 
to  E.  Companion  Orr  for  his  kindness  in  calling  an 
emergent  Convocation  to  receive  me  on  my  official  visit. 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  R.  E.  Companion  Chris. 
R.  Reid  for  the  first  time,  who,  with  a  number  of  the 
officers  and  Companions,  met  me  at  the  train  and  con- 
ducted me  to  the  King  Edward  Hotel,  where  arrange- 
ments had  been  made  for  my  reception.  There  was  a 
good  attendance,  notwithstanding  a  Court  of  Revision 
being  held,  which  prevented  some  of  the  principal  offi- 
cers being  present.  I  addressed  the  Companions  on 
Capitular  Masonry,  and  explained  some  of  the  un- 
written work,  and  answered  a  number  of  questions  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Companions.  A  candidate  was 
in  attendance,  but  for  the  above  mentioned  reasons 
the  officers  were  unable  to  do  any  work.  R.  E.  Com- 
panion Reid,  Past  Grand  Superintendent,  informs  me 
that  the  officers  can  do  their  work  in  a  very  creditable 
manner.  The  books  are  well  kept  by  Companion  R.  S. 
Mitchell,  and  the  dues  are  all  paid.  The  Chapter  is  to 
be  congratulated  in  this  respect,  as  it  is  something  to 
be  proud  of.  After  the  business  was  transacted  we 
all  adjourned  to  the  dining-hall  to  partake  of  a  well 
prepared  repast.  Thus  the  evening  was  spent  to  the 
delight  of  all.  Then  all  departed  to  their  homes  after 
a  hearty  rendering  of  "Auld  Lang  Syne,"  led  by  Com- 
panion  Smellie. 
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Shuniah  Chapter,  No.  2,  Port  Arthur. — -This 
Chapter  occupies  a  prominent  position  in  the  Royal 
Craft,  its  membership  including  many  Companions 
distinguished  both  in  symbolic  and  Capitular  Masonry. 
Its  tone  is  high  in  the  best  sense,  and  its  atmosphere 
is  one  of  culture  and  kindness.  My  visit  of  inspection 
was  paid  on  the  16th  of  August,  when  I  was  introduced 
by  R.  E.  Companion  J.  W.  Morgan,  P.G.S.,  and  E.  Com- 
panion Dr.  Mitchell,  First  Principal  of  Fort  William 
Chapter,  No.  140.  The  work  of  the  evening  was  the 
Royal  Arch  degree.  The  character  of  the  work  was  in 
keeping  with  the  traditions  of  the  Chapter  for  excellence. 
The  work  of  Companion  J.  S.  McNulty,  acting  P.S., 
being  excellent.  The  books  have  been  carefully  and 
correctly  kept  by  R.  E.  Companion  J.  W.  Morgan, 
Scribe  E.,  whose  specialty  is  the  collection  of  dues. 
This  Chapter  had  the  misfortune  to  be  burned  out  on 
November  23rd,  losing  all  their  regalia,  etc.,  which  was 
insured  for  $200.00.  The  Companions  of  Fort  William 
Chapter,  No.  140,  Fort  William,  Ont.,  very  kindly  placed 
their  Chapter  room  and  regalia  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Port  Arthur  Companions,  which  was  gratefully  accepted, 
and  the  regular  convocations  have  been  held. 

Fort  William  Chapter,  No.  140,  Fort  William. — ■ 
This  being  my  own  Chapter,  and  having  the  honor  of 
being  the  First  Principal  at  its  institution,  I  feel  some 
hesitation  in  commending  its  good  qualities,  lest  it 
should  be  thought  that  filial  feeling  had  influenced  my 
judgment.  I  have  endeavored,  however,  in  my  report, 
to  speak  as  an  independent  critic,  and  I  do  so  in  this 
case.  I  attended  every  convocation  of  the  year,  and 
visited  it  officially  on  September  6th,  being  introduced 
by  E.  Companion  A.  G.  Smith,  First  Principal  of  Shu- 
niah Chapter,  No.  82.  The  Royal  Arch  degree  was 
conferred  in  a  correct  and  impressive  manner  by  E. 
Companion  Dr.  D.  M.  Mitchell,  Z.,  and  his  officers. 
E.  Companion  A.  G.  Smith  delivered  an  excellent  ad- 
dress on  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  and  the  benefits  to  be 
derived  from  visitations  of  the  Fort  William  and  Port 
Arthur    Chapters. 

I    would    respectfully    draw    your     attention     to 
this    vast    district,    which    extends    from    Sudbury    in 
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the  east  to  Rainy  River  on  the  Canadian  North- 
ern Railway,  and  Kenora  on  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way in  the  west,  a  total  of  1,700  miles  to  travel  during 
the  winter  months,  and  would  suggest  making  a  new 
district  out  of  Georgian  District,  No.  9,  and  Algoma 
District,  No.  14. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  to  the  Companions 
of  the  district  my  appreciation  of  the  honor  conferred 
upon  me  at  the  last  Convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter, 
and  for  the  many  courtesies  extended  to  me  on  my 
official  visits. 

Finally,  I  can  assure  my  successor  a  district  in  a  very 
flourishing  and  healthy  condition. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

•    J.    T.    HOLLINSHEAD, 

Grand  Superintendent,  Algoma  District,  No.  14. 
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MANITOBA  DISTRICT,  No.   15. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  Z.,  Principals  and  Officers 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Canada  : 

I  beg  herewith  to  submit  my  report  as  Grand  Super- 
intendent of  Manitoba  District,  No.  15,  for  the  year  1907. 

In  March  last,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  restoring  to 
R.  E.  Companion  F.  Newman,  on  behalf  of  the  members 
of  Keystone  Chapter,  No.  99,  their  charter  surrendered 
in  the  year  1896.  During  the  }^ear  another  Chapter  has 
been  added  to  our  number. 

In  the  previous  year  a  dispensation  was  granted  to 
a  number  of  Companions  in  Hartney.  Upon  making 
inquiry,  I  ascertained  that  it  was  in  the  keeping  of  R. 
E.  Companion  Baine  of  Corinthian  Chapter,  No.  101, 
Boissevain,  to  whom  it  was  intrusted  by  my  prede- 
cessor, with  authority  to  institute  the  new  Chapter; 
but  owing  to  the  .severe  weather,  and  constant  block- 
ades, he  deemed  it  prudent  to  wait  the  passing  of 
winter,  before  taking  any  action.  Upon  my  request 
that  he  continue  the  matter,  he  kindly  consented  to 
do  so,  and  on  the  second  of  May  last,  instituted  Avon- 
dale  Chapter,  U.  D. 

Prince  Rupert  Chapter,  No.  52,  Winnipeg. — 
On  the  5th  of  December,  I  visited  Prince  Rupert  Chap- 
ter, in  company  with  M.  E.  Companion  John  Leslie, 
Grand  First  Principal.  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the 
Chapter  is  in  excellent  condition,  and  has  just  closed 
the  banner  year  of  its  existence.  Daring  the  evening 
the  election  of  officers  took  place,  and  I  feel  assured 
that  the  new  officers  have  both  the  ability  and  the  zeal 
to  maintain  the  traditions  of  the  oldest  Chapter  in  the 
west. 

Keystone  Chapter,  No.  99,  Portage  la  Prairie.- — 
On  the  1 8th  of  December,  I  visited  this  Chapter,  and 
had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  R.  A.  degree  conferred, 
and  I  can  testify  to  the  excellence  of  the  work  under 
the  able  training  of  that  old  veteran  in  Masonry,  R.  E. 
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Comp.  Newman.  I  am  also  pleased  to  report  that  since 
the  restoration  of  their  charter,  in  March  last,  as  you 
will  see  by  their  report,  they  have  done  well,  and  I 
feel  confident  that  the  officers  elect  will  do  their  best 
to  keep  tip  the  record. 

Corinthian  Chapter,  No.  101,  Boissevain. — I 
regret  that  I  have  been  unable  to  visit  this  Chapter, 
as  was  my  intention  early  in  the  year.  However,  I 
am  pleased  to  report  the  Chapter  to  be  in  good  con- 
dition, both  as  regards  finances  and  membership;  and 
I  attribute  the  falling  off  in  work  during  the  year  to  the 
somewhat  troubled  economic  conditions  at  present 
existing. 

King  Edward  Chapter,  No.  136,  Neepawa. — 
I  regret  that  up  to  the  present  time,  I  have  been  unable 
to  visit  this  Chapter.  I  had  arranged  to  devote  the 
month  of  September  to  do  my  visiting,  but  unfortun- 
ately, it  turned  out  a  bad  time,  as  many  of  the  officers 
and  members  were  away  on  holiday  or  shooting  trips. 
I  am  pleased,  however,  to  report  that  they  have  had  a 
remarkably  good  year,  as  you  will  see  by  their  report, 
and  also  note  the  fact  that  for  a  young  Chapter,  they 
have  been  able  to  devote  $200.00  for  benevolence. 

Keystone  Chapter,  No.  141,  Brandon. — I  visited 
this  Chapter  several  times  during  the  year,  and  was 
present  at  the  election  of  officers  on  December  2nd. 
I  regret  that  work  has  fallen  off  during  the  year.  I 
attribute  it  to  the  somewhat  stringent  financial  con- 
ditions, and  also  to  the  fact  that  during  the  early  part 
of  the  year,  there  seemed  little  or  no  prospect  of  securing 
a  suitable  meeting  place.  The  latter  difficulty,  however, 
has  since  been  overcome,  and  I  hope  the  report  for  the 
coming  year  will  prove  more  satisfactory. 

Avondale  Chapter,  U.  D.,  Hartney. — Learning 
that  R.  E.  Comp.  Baine  and  other  Companions  from 
Corinthian  Chapter  were  coming  to  Hartney  to  help 
confer  the  R.  A.  degree,  I  visited  Avondale  Chapter  in 
company  with  E.  Comp.  Hartney  of  Keystone  Chapter, 
No.  141.  Unfortunately,  a  furious  storm  was  raging 
at  the  time,  and  the  Companions  from  Boissevain,  who 
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were  trying  to  make  it  in  an  auto,  were  compelled  to 
return,  and  in  order  not  to  disappoint  the  candidates, 
some  of  whom  had  come  a  long  distance,  I,  at  the  re- 
quest of  E.  Comp.  Reid,  presided,  and  conferred  the 
R.  A.  degree  on  six  M.  E.  M's.  I  was  much  pleased  with 
the  enthusiasm  displayed  by  the  members  and  officers, 
and  I  have  every  faith  that  the  Chapter  under  E.  Comp. 
Reid  and  those  who  will  follow  him,  will  be  a  success, 
and  I  have  much  pleasure  in  recommending  that  they 
be  granted  a  warrant. 

I  enclose  with  this  a  statement  of  work  done,  signed 
by  S.  E.  and  also  by  the  Z.,  which  I  have  endorsed. 

All   of  which   is   respectfully  submitted. 

John  Dickson, 

Grand  Supt.,  Manitoba  District,  No.  15. 
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BRITISH  COLUMBIA  DISTRICT,  No.   16. 

To  the  M.  E.  Grand  Z.,  Grand  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada  : 

I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  my  report  on  the 
condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  British  Columbia 
District,  No.  16,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  peace, 
harmony  and  fraternal  love  have  prevailed  throughout 
the  district. 

I  have  visited  all  the  Chapters  and  in  all  of  them 
was  tendered  a  most  hearty  and  cordial  reception. 

The  work  as  done  was  in  accordance  with  Grand 
Chapter  ritual  and  there  seemed  a  desire  to  conform 
in  every  way  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Grand 
Chapter.  I  carefully  examined  the  books  of  the  different 
Scribes  E.  and  I  found  them  well  kept,  and  posted  to 
date. 

I  impressed  upon  the  Chapters  the  importance  of 
getting  their  returns  completed  and  sent  to  the  Grand 
Scribe  E.  before  the  end  of  the  year  and  this  I  think 
has  been  carried  out  in  every  case.  The  Grand  Super- 
intendent's report  is  bound  to  be  last,  as  I  told  the 
Scribes  E.  to  send  theirs  direct  to  Toronto,  sending 
summary   to   me. 

The  arrearages  in  dues  are  less,  I  am  glad  to  say, 
than  in  the  preceding  year.  This  is  in  my  opinion  a 
great  drawback  to  regular  attendance,  for  when  a  Com- 
panion finds  himself  in  arrears,  he  becomes  discouraged 
and  loses  interest  in  his  Chapter.  A  little  more  energy 
on  the  part  of  the  Scribes  will  work  wonders  in  keeping 
the  Companions  contented  and  ensure  a  larger  attend- 
ance  at   convocations. 

At  the  commencement  of  my  term  of  office,  I  notified 
the  Scribes  E.  of  the  different  Chapters  to  forward  me 
notices  of  the  convocations  of  their  Chapters  so  that  I 
might  keep  in  touch  with  their  work,  and  I  am  glad  to 
say  that  my  request  was  complied  with. 
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The  Grand  Scribe  E.  referred  the  correspondence 
relating  to  a  new  Chapter  being  formed  at  Atlin,  B.C., 
and  requested  me  to  take  the  matter  up.  I  did  so, 
both  in  writing  and  personal  interviews  with  Masons 
from  there,  and  in  my  opinion  I  think  the  time  has  not 
yet  arrived  for  a  new  Chapter  at  Atlin,  owing  to  few 
members  there  and  restricted  area  to  draw  from. 

We  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  a  visit  from  the 
Grand  Z.  this  year,  though  we  were  all  looking  forward 
to  seeing  him,  also  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  R.  E.  Comp. 
Bennett,  whose  name  is  a  tower  of  strength  to  Capitular 
Masonry  in  Canada.  During  my  visits  I  heard  on  all 
sides  the  desire  to  see  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  and  I  can 
assure  him  a  right  royal  western  greeting  when  he  does 
come. 

I  wish  to  thank  him  personally  for  the  many  cour- 
tesies I  have  received  at  his  hands,  and  the  Grand 
Chapter  is,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  congratulated  on  having 
so  able  a  chairman  of  Foreign  Correspondence. 

Cyrus  Chapter,  No.  142,  Cumberland. — This 
being  my  home  Chapter,  I  made  no  official  visit,  as  I 
regularly  attend  its  meetings.  The  members  of  this 
Chapter,  the  youngest  in  the  district,  abide  by  their 
love  for  their  Chapter,  are  energetic  and  hope  to  retain 
the  name  of  doing  good  work  bestowed  upon  them  by 
the  late  Past  Grand  Z.  Roaf,  and  I  can  promise  the  Grand 
Z.  when  he  visits  British  Columbia  in  the  near  future, 
that  Cyrus  Chapter  will  be  second  to  none  in  floor  work. 
I  installed  the  Principals  and  officers  of  this  Chapter 
June  5th,    1907. 

Vancouver  Chapter,  No.  98.  Vancouver. — I  made 
my  official  visit  November  13th,  being  met  at  the  docks 
by  the  worthy  First  Principal,  E.  Comp.  J.  H.  DeForrest, 
accompanied  by  Past  Grand  Supts.  Prescott  and  Sykes, 
and  Comp.  Stark.  After  being  comfortably  settled  at 
the  hotel,  I  was  treated  to  an  automobile  ride  by  Comp. 
Stark  in  which  the  beauties  of  Stanley  Park  and  the 
city  were  shown  me.  At  8  p.m.  I  was  received  by  the 
Principals,  officers  and  Companions,  and  was  highly 
pleased  at  the  excellent  manner  in  which  the  work  was 
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done.  The  R.  A.  degree  was  conferred  in  an  able  man- 
ner, the  floor  work  being  performed  with  accuracy. 
Afterwards  the  Companions  to  the  number  of  sixty 
or  more  sat  down  to  a  banquet  at  which  the  "fourth" 
degree  was  exemplified  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner 
and  an  hour  of  fraternal  greetings  was  followed  by 
Auld  Lang  Syne.  So  far  as  I  can  see  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  the  prospects  of  this  Chapter  are  most  ex- 
cellent. 

Westminster  Chapter,  No.  124,  New  Westmin- 
ster.— Accompanied  by  Past  Grand  Supt.  Prescott  and 
Past  Z.  Cowperthwaite  of  Vancouver  Chapter,  I  visited 
this  Chapter,  being  met  by  Past  Grand  Supts.  Armstrong 
and  Walker  and  First  Principal  Smith  at  the  station  and 
escorted  to  the  Chapter  hall.  The  Companions  are  to 
be  congratulated  on  the  excellent  manner  in  which 
the  M.  M.  M.  degree  was  conferred.  The  books  of  this 
Chapter  are  kept  by  Scribe  E.,  R.  E.  Comp.  Armstrong, 
in   a  most  creditable  manner. 

Upon  me  devolved  the  pleasing  duty  of  presenting 
Past  Grand  Supt.  Armstrong  with  a  P.  Z.  jewel  as  a 
slight  token  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  the 
Companions.  The  prospects  of  this  Chapter  are  also 
very  good. 

Keystone  Chapter,  No.  127,  Nanaimo. — This  Chap- 
ter is  held  at  Nanaimo  the  center  of  the  coal  industry 
of  Vancouver  Island,  and  with  the  territory  it  has  to 
draw  from  should  be  one  of  the  largest  Chapters  on  the 
island,  outside  of  Victoria,  but  on  the  contrary  it  is  the 
weakest.  In  my  opinion  nothing  less  than  a  surgical 
operation  can  save  it  from  dying  of  dry  rot.  There  is 
nothing  but  praise  to  speak  of  the  few  who  are  trying 
to  hold  it  together,  and  I  trust  the  incoming  First 
Principal   may  infuse  new  life  in  it. 

I  was  entertained  most  hospitably  on  the  night  of 
my  visit  Nov.  19th,  1907,  saw  the  R.  A.  degree  con- 
ferred in  a  manner  that  plainly  showed  the  lack  of 
preparation  on  the  part  of  all  the  officers.  I  spoke 
plainly  of  the  need  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  all, 
of  carefully  memorizing  of  the  work  and  hoped  the  new 
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year  would  see  new  life  in  the  Chapter.  As  I  have  said 
before  there  is  no  reason  why  this  Chapter  should  not 
prosper.  I  sincerely  hope  it  will,  and  would  recom- 
mend it  to  the  care  of  my  successor. 

In  my  opinion  two  things  should  be  done  by  Grand 
Chapter,  ist  The  Annual  Convocation  should  be 
held  in  February  as  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  re- 
turns completed  in  time  to  reach  Toronto  by  31st  of 
Dec,  as  many  of  the  Chapters  do  not  hold  their  meet- 
ings until  late  in  December,  and  we  do  not  have  the 
mail  and  rail  facilities  that  eastern  Canada  has.  One 
of  the  Chapters  had  to  CiOse  its  returns  before  the  -ast 
meeting  of  the  year  was  held. 

2nd.  It  should  be  made  compulsory  for  a  candidate 
for  degrees  to  pass  an  examination  in  open  Chapter 
showing  his  proficiency  in  the  preceding  degree  before 
he  can  be  advanced  in  Masonry.  This  would  help  to 
do  away  with  book  Masons. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the 
Companions  for  the  honor  conferred  on  me  at  last  An- 
nual Convocation,  and  sincerely  hope  that  my  efforts 
to  fill  the  office  of  Grand  Supt.  have  not  been  in  vain. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

G.  W.  Clinton, 

Grand  Supt.,  British  Columbia  District,  No.  16 
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ALBERTA  DISTRICT,  No.  17. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  and  Members  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  my  report  for  District 
No.  17  for  the  year  1907. 

Alberta  Chapter,  No.  106,  Calgary.— This  is  my 
own  Chapter,  which  I  attended  fairly  regularly  during 
the  year,  but  made  my  official  visit  on  Dec.  6th,  election 
night.  This  Chapter  has  done  a  lot  of  work  during  the 
year  and  it  has  been  well  done.  The  prospects  for  the 
coming  year  are  very  bright.  The  books  of  the  Scribe  E. 
and  Treasurer  are  in  good  shape  and  well  kept.  The 
long  threatened  departure  although  not  unexpected, of  our 
old  friend  E.  Nelson  Brown  was  a  source  of  regret  to  the 
Companions,  however,  his  successor  is  all  that  any  Chap- 
ter can  desire.     The  officers  are  all  well  up  in  the  work. 

North  Star,  No.  118,  Edmonton. — I  regret  that  cir- 
cumstances over  which  I  had  no  control  prevented  me 
visiting  North  Star,  No.  118,  at  Edmonton,  officially. 
I  have  not  at  date  of  writing  had  the  report,  so  am 
sending  mine  without  it,  my  report  being  delayed  too 
long  waiting  theirs. 

Assiniboia  Chapter,  No.  126,  Medicine  Hat. — On 
Dec.  10th  I  visited  Assiniboia,  No.  126,  and  had  a  hearty 
reception.  This  Chapter,  so  long  under  difficulties,  has 
at  last  emerged,  and  as  you  will  notice  by  the  report  has 
made  substantial  progress  the  percentage  of  increase 
being  greater  than  in  any  other  Chapter  in  this  district. 
My  visit,  if  it  did  nothing  else,  stirred  up  delinquents, 
for,  when  I  drew  the  attention  of  the  Companions  to  the 
large  amount  of  arrears  several  came  forward  and  paid 
up.  I  am  more  than  pleased  that  I  was  not  instructed 
to  carry  out  the  recommendation  of  my  predecessor. 
At  the  time  he  wrote  his  report  the  prospects  for  that 
Chapter  were  anything  but  bright,  but  fortunately  the 
control  fell  into  the  hands  of  Companions  who  deter- 
mined to,  and  who  did,  pull  it  out  of  its  difficulties. 

Shekinah  Chapter,  U.  D.,  Lethbdidge. — On  June 
17th   I   had  the  honor,   assisted  by   E.    Comps.    H.   A. 
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Briggs,  G.  R.,  Pennsylvania,  and  E.  Comp.  Stevenson, 
G.  R.  C,  of  instituting  "Shekinah"  Chapter  at  Leth- 
bridge.  This  Chapter  started  out  with  18  affiliated 
Companions  and  since  then  have  received  and  acted  on 
twenty  applications,  which  is  good  work  for  six  months. 
My  thanks  are  due  to  E.  Comp.  Briggs  and  Stevenson 
who  assisted  me  in  the  work. 

Golden  West  Chapter,  U.  D.,  High  River.- — 
Oct.  29th,  assisted  by  V.  E.  Comp.  E.  N.  Brown,  E. 
Comp.  Bing  and  E.  Comp.  Hill,  all  of  Alberta  Chapter, 
I  instituted  "Golden  West"  Chapter  at  High  River. 
This  Chapter  starts  out  with  good  prospects  and  I  have 
no  doubt  will  succeed.  The  First  Principal,  E.  Comp. 
Percy  Taylor  is  a  most  careful  and  conservative  man, 
and  will  seek  quality  rather  than  quantity. 

The  prospects  for  the  coming  year  are  very  bright  as 
efforts  are  being  made  to  institute  Chapters  at  Wetaski- 
win  and  Pincher  Creek  in  Alberta,  and  R.  E.  Comp. 
J.  M.  Shaw  writes  that  prospects  for  new  Chapters  at 
Moose  Jaw  and  Saskatoon  or  Estevan  in  Saskatchewan 
are  very  good. 

I  have  to  thank  R.  E.  Comp.  Shaw  for  instituting 
Prince  Albert  Chapter.  I  receive  their  summons  regular- 
ly and  from  that  I  judge  they  are  doing  a  good  deal  of 
work. 

There  are  now  seven  active  Chapters  in  this  district, 
and  taking  Calgary  as  a  centre  the  nearest  Chapter  is 
High  River,  40  miles,  and  the  farthest  Prince  Albert, 
130  miles.  This,  as  you  will  readily  see  involves  an 
expenditure  of  time  and  money  that  very  few  men  can 
afford.  To  remedy  this  to  an  extent  I  would  respectfully 
suggest,  most  earnestly,  that  the  district  be  divided 
making  the  province  of  Alberta  one  district  with  its 
present  No.  17,  and  Saskatchewan  another  district, 
either  one  of  these  provinces  will  afford  any  Grand 
Superintendent  all  the  work  he  will  likely  enjoy. 

This  is  a  matter  I  would  like  to  impress  on  Grand  Chap- 
ter, for  the  good  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  this  part  of  the 
Dominion,  and  trust  it  will  have  attention. 
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I  have  to  thank  those  who  are  responsible  for  placing 
me  in  this  highly  honorable  position,  and  can  assure  my 
successor  of  a  hearty  welcome  from  the  Companions  of 
this  district. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  N.  Rankin, 

Grand  Supt.,  District  No.  17. 
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KOOTENAY  DISTRICT,  No.    18. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Members  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  my  report  as  Grand  Super- 
intendent of  Kootenay  District,  No.  18,  for  the  year 
ending  Dec.  31st,  1907.  The  report  has  been  delayed 
by  the  failure  of  the  Crows  Nest  Chapter  in  sending  theii 
report  and  although  I  have  written  them  twice  and 
wired  once,  the  report  is  not  yet  received,  although  I  am 
expecting  it  in  to-day's  mail.  If  not  received  will  send 
my  report  forward  without  it. 

I  regret  to  state  that  circumstances  were  such  with  me 
the  past  year  that  I  was  unable  to  visit  but  two  of  the 
Chapters  in  this  district,  the  Nelson  and  Kaslo  Chapters. 
The  Chapters  so  far  as  reported  appear  to  be  in  good 
healthy  condition,  financially  and  otherwise  (although 
all  but  two  show  a  loss  in  membership)  and  the  prospects 
for  the  coming  year  are  good.  The  outstanding  dues  of 
some  of  the  Chapters  appear  large,  but  this  appears  to 
be  a  condition  of  the  west  ;  many  Companions  moving 
about  frequently  neglect  to  send  in  their  dues  until  the 
amount  is.  large  enough  to  induce  them  to  remit. 

Nelson  Chapter,  No.  123,  Nelson. — On  Dec.  4th, 
being  unexpectedly  in  Nelson,  I  visited  the  Chapter 
unofficially.  As  there  was  no  work  on  hand  for  that 
evening,  an  emergent  meeting  was  arranged  for  the  18th 
of  Dec,  which  I  intended  to  attend  officially,  but  the 
steamers  on  Kootenay  Lake  were  unfortunately  all  late 
that  day  and  neither  the  candidates  nor  I  arrived  in  Nel- 
son in  time  to  attend  the  meeting. 

Kootenay  Chapter,  No.  120,  Kaslo. — I  visited  this 
Chapter  regularly  during  the  year.  Owing  to  there  being 
no  work  on  hand  and  other  circumstances,  there  were 
only  five  meetings  held  in  the  year,  and  it  was  a  particu- 
larly quiet  one  for  this  Chapter.  The  prospects  for  the 
coming  year  however,  are  much  brighter.  The  officers 
are  all  well  up  in  their  work. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  was  unable  to  visit  the 
other  Chapters  in  this  district,   particularly  the  Crows 
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Nest  Chapter  at  Fernie,  where,  from  the  failure  to  send 
in  their  report  there  appears  to  be  something  lacking,  and 
the  Okanagan  Chapter  at  Vernon,  where  a  slight  friction 
exists  that  was  only  brought  to  my  attention  about  ten 
days  ago,  but  which  I  believe  will  be  speedily  adjusted. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  Chapters  for  the 
honor  conferred  upon  me  in  recommending  me  for  the 
position  of  Grand  Superintendent  of  this  district. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

H.  Giegerich, 

Grand  Supt.  District  No.  18. 
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KLONDIKE  CHAPTER,  No.  154, 
UNATTACHED. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Principals  and  Officers 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  : 

Having  been  appointed  by  the  M.  E.,  the  Grand. 
First  Principal,  to  act  as  superintending  officer  over 
Klondike  Chapter,  convening  at  Dawson  in  the  Yukon. 
Territory,  I  now  beg  to  report  : 

"The  Chapter  is  greatly  gratified  that  Grand  Chapter 
saw  fit  to  grant  them  the  warrant  prayed  for  and  also  with 
the  honor  bestowed  upon  them  by  the  appointment  of 
V.  E.  Comp.  R.  Y.  Douglas,  their  first  Z.,  as  one  of  the 
Grand  Stewards. 

Officers  were  duly  elected  and  installed  under  the 
warrant,  the  installation  ceremony  being  conducted  under 
the  able  hand  of  R.  E.  Comp.  G.  M.  Gibbs,  whose  de- 
parture from  Dawson  we  all  regret. 

It  has  been  found  advisable  t  amend  the  by-laws 
that  the  election  of  officers  might  be  held  in  November 
and  installation  in  December  in  order  that  the  Chapter 
returns  might  reach  R.  E.  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  in  ample 
time  for  Grand  Chapter  Convocation  in  January-.  In 
consequence  of  this  change  the  annual  election  has  been 
held  and  the  officers  elect  are  :  David  R.  Macfarlane,  Z. ; 
John  Black,  H. ;  Alex.  T.  Gillis,  J.;  and  Comp.  A.  L. 
Bell,  Scribe  E. 

The  work  of  the  officers,  both  principal  and  subordi- 
nate, has  been  efficient  and  good.  The  officers  elect  are 
capable  and  well  skilled  and  Grand  Chapter  need  have 
no  fear  of  the  report  to  be  sent  in  at  the  end  of  their  term 
of  office.  The  membership  roll  of  72,  last  reported,  has 
been  added  to  by  28  new  members,  25  of  whom  have 
received  degrees.  The  Chapter  assets  are  valued  at 
$985.93,  and  the  bank  account  shows  a  balance  of  $1,304.- 
81  on  hand. 

The  books  of  the  Scribe  E.  and  Treasurer  are  well 
kept,  except  the  Book  of  Marks,  which  however  is  now 
being  attended  to. 
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I  have  complied  with  the  direction  of  Grand  Chapter 
by  reading  in  Chapter,  from  time  to  time,  the  address  of 
the  Grand  First.  Principal  and  Proceedings,  and  also 
some  of  the  important  topics  contained  in  the  report  on 
Foreign  Correspondence  so  entertainingly  and  ably  com- 
piled by  your  reporter,  R.  E.  Comp.  Bennett. 

The  average  attendance  has  increased  from  25  to  35. 
There  are  six  candidates  to  be  exalted  at  next  convo- 
cation, other  brethren  are  seeking  admission  and  although 
the  field  is  not  extensive,  we  consider  the  Chapter's  pros- 
pects are  good. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Shepley,  Past  Grand  J.,  also  Comp.  J.  H. 
Roaf ,  son  of  the  late  lamented  Grand  First  Principal,  were 
among  the  visitors  to  Klondike  Chapter  last  summer  and 
our  hope  is  that  we  may  have  the  pleasure  of  receiving  a 
visit  in  the  near  future  from  the  present  Grand  First 
Principal. 

On  my  own  behalf  I  wish  to  thank  the  Grand  Z. 
for  the  honor  done  me  by  authorizing  me  to  act  as  Grand 
Superintendent  under  the  Grand  Registry  of  Canada  in 
this  locality. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

J.  Langlois  Bell, 

P.  G.  Supt.  Stadacona  District.  G.R.Q., 

Acting  Grand  Supt.,   Yukon. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  Moore,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  G.  F.  Shepley,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents 
of  Districts  be  referred  to  the  Committee -on  the  condition  of 
Capitular  Masonry,  to  report  later  on  at  this  Convocation. 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 

Telegrams  and  letters  explaining  occasion  for  ab- 
sence from  the  Convocation  were  read  from  R.  E. 
Comps.  Oliver  Ellwood,  London;  William  Rea,  Ottawa; 
T.  W.  Chappie,  Kenora;  C.  W.  McCrea,  Sault  Ste.  Marie; 
H.  H.  Watson,  Vancouver;  J.  N.  Rankin,  Calgary; 
R.  E.  Walker,  New  Westminster;  G.  W.  Clinton,  Cum- 
berland; J.  M.  Shaw,  Regina;  A.  J.  Hewson,  Cobourg; 
Benj.  Allen,  Toronto;  Arthur  McGinnis,  Belleville; 
E.  E.  Chipman,  Kaslo;  W.  G.  Bell,  Winnipeg;  A.  E. 
Cooper,   London;  R.   Roberts,   Port  Arthur. 

PETITION    FOR    PAST    RANK. 

A  communication  from  Mount  Horeb  Chapter,  No. 
20,  Brantford,  submitting  a  resolution  adopted  by  that 
Chapter  asking  Grand  Chapter  to  sanction  the  con- 
ferring of  First  Principal's  rank  upon  a  worthy  Com- 
panion who  had  served  as  Second  Principal  but  who, 
through  infirmity,  was  precluded  from  advancing. 

The  request  was,  by  desire  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, referred  to  the  sub-committee  on  the  Grand 
Z's.  address  for  enquiry  and  report. 

FOREIGN    CORRESPONDENCE. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  J.  Bennett,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  presented  the 
report  of  that  Committee,  which,  on  motion  of  R.  E. 
Comp.  J.  B.  Nixon,  seconded  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Geo. 
Moore,  was  received  and  ordered  to  be  printed  as  an 
appendix  to  the  Proceedings. 

REPORT  OF  THE  GRAND  SCRIBE  E. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Canada  : 

Companions, — You  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  our 
fiftieth  year  of  existence  as  a  Grand  Chapter  has  been 
one  of  progress  and  high  hope  for  even  a  better  future. 
The  gratifying  feature  in  the  period  just  closed  was  the 
steady  advance  all  along  the  line — nothing  to  indicate 
a  spasmodic  growth  or  calamitous  decline.     The  number 
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of  withdrawals  recorded  need  not  create  alarm  for  a 
passing  examination  shows  that  over  fifty  per  cent,  are 
attributable  to  the  formation  of  new  Chapters.  Sus- 
pensions too  may  appear  heavy,  but  not  disproportionate 
to  our  increased  strength,  and  while  the  deaths  are  about 
average,  our  loss  in  that  respect  is  severe,  as  it  levied 
upon  not  a  few  valued  Companions  who  were  intimately 
and  prominently  connected  with  us  in  our  labours  for 
Grand   Chapter's  welfare. 

As  shewing  the  difficulties  our  Companions  at  remote 
localities  have  occasionally  to  encounter,  I  may  mention 
the  case  of  Atlin,  B.C.,  which,  although  possessing  a 
strong  Blue  Lodge,  had  only  just  the  required  number 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  to  support  an  application  for  a 
Chapter.  The  petition,  with  fee,  was  duly  received, 
but  ere  action  could  be  taken  several  of  the  prominent 
workers,  owing  to  business  necessities,  removed  to  other 
locations  and  the  venture  collapsed.  It  was  with  regret 
that  the  circumstance  was  thus  reported  and  I  returned 
the  fee. 

Obedient  to  the  decision  of  Grand  Chapter,  warrants 
were  engrossed  and  forwarded  to  the  Chapters  at  Daw- 
son ity,  Y.T.,  Sombra,  Ont.,  and  Vernon,  B.C.,  all  of 
which  were  promptly  acknowledged. 

The  restoration  of  the  c  arter  to  the  Companions 
of  Keystone  Chapter,  No.  99,  at  Portage  la  Prairie  has 
been  amply  justified.  Their  work  this  year  has  been 
most  successful  and  gives  promise  of  a  useful  future. 

REGISTRATION     AND    CERTIFICATE. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  majority  of  the 
Chapters  comply  with  the  regulation  enjoining  them  to 
apply  for  registration  and  certificate  of  new  admissions 
at  intervals  during  the  year.  Some,  however,  who  are 
fairly  active  and  have  numerous  accessions  prefer  to 
ignore  this  requirement  and  postpone  application  until 
the  time  for  sending  in  their  annual  returns.  The  con- 
gestion occasioned  by  such  a  course  necessarily  entails 
delay  and  is  unfair  to  Companions  who  expect  to  re- 
ceive their  certificate  in   something  less  than   a   year. 

There  were  two  instances  recently  of  Companions 
who  were  registered  with  me  at  the  close  of  1906  as  M.  M. 
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Masons.  In  the  early  part  of  1907  they  were  exalted 
and  subsequently  went  out  west.  Months  after  found 
them  among  the  applicants  for  new  Chapters  and  in 
each  case,  much  to  their  keen  disappointment,  it  was 
found  necessary  to  erase  their  names  when  the  petitions 
reached  this  office,  as  no  information  of  their  completing 
the  degrees  had  been  reported.  Although  exalted  in 
January  the  Scribes  E.  of  the  respective  Chapters  were 
quietly  waiting  until  December  to  do  what  the  Com- 
panions had  paid  for  a  year  before. 

THE    MINIMUM   FEE. 

In  view  of  the  notice  of  motion  presented  at  last 
Annual  Convocation  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Grand  Z's.  address,  with  reference  to  the 
minimum  fee,  I  was  instructed  to  gather  statistics  as  to 
the  Chapters'  by-laws  and  exaltation  fee.  Although 
there  are  a  few  still  to  be  heard  from,  enough  has  been 
received  to  show  pretty  closely  che  position  of  the 
Chapters,  as  Chapters,  on  the  question.  In  short,  were 
the  matter  to  be  left  to  such  a  vote  it  would  be  already 
decided.  As,  however,  it  is  to  be  submitted  to  Grand 
Chapter,  I  have  furnished  to  the  M.  E.  Companion  who 
has  charge  of  the  motion,  the  details  which  I  have  com- 
piled from  the  information  furnished.  They  should 
go  far  to  disillusionize  any  who  entertain  the  idea  that 
Grand  Chapter's  success  has  been  due  to  the  reduction 
of  fee  made  fourteen  years  ago. 

GRAND    CHAPTER    GAINS. 

Our  total  membership  now  is  12,071,  a  net  gain  to 
date  of  1,015,  and  in  this  respect,  as  well  as  in  receipts, 
we  are  ahead  of  last  year. 

The  Chapters  contributing  the  greater  number  to 
our  gains  are  Prince  Rupert,  Winnipeg,  48;  Occident, 
Toronto,  40;  Wascana,  Regina,  37;  Signet,  Barrie,  36; 
Madoc,  Madoc,  35;  King  Edward,  Neepawa,  30;  The 
Hiram,  Hamilton,  27;  Willson,  Welland,  26;  The  St. 
Patrick,  Toronto,  26;  Klondike,  Dawson,  25;  Alberta, 
Calgary,  24;  Ark,  Windsor,  23;  Vancouver,  Vancouver, 
22;  Keystone,  Portage  la  Prairie;  Tecumseh,  Stratford; 
Shekinah,  Lethbridge,  and  Victoria,  Port  Hope,  20  each. 
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Delinquent  Chapters,  or  those  which  have  sent  neither 
returns  nor  fees  up  to  date  of  Grand  Chapter  Convo- 
cation, are  Pembroke,  No.  58,  Mattawa;  Elliot,  No.  129, 
Mitchell;  St.  Andrew's,  No.  139,  Havelock;  and  Laur- 
entian,  No.   151,  Pembroke. 

JUBILEE    CELEBRATION. 

Acting  on  instruction  from  the  Committee  appointed 
at  last  Annual  Convocation  to  arrange  a  moderate 
celebration  of  Grand  Chapter's  fiftieth  Anniversary, 
I  procured,  after  some  trouble,  all  the  portraits  of  the 
Past  Grand  First  Principals  and  the  Grand  Scribes  E. 
from  1857  to  the  present.  I  also  -secured  those  of  the 
elected  officers  of  the  past  year.  These  will  be  included 
with  the  volume  of  proceedings  of  this  Convocation.   • 

In  addition,  the  Committee  arranged  for  a  souvenir 
badge,  or  jewel,  of  approved  design  for  presentation  to 
each  delegate  registering  on  this  occasion  and  one  each 
to  be  sent  to  the  Representatives  of  this  Grand  Chapter 
abroad. 

The  portraits  of  the  Past  Grand  First  Principals 
have  also  been  grouped  and  reproduced  from  a  single 
plate  suitable  for  framing,  one  to  be  presented  to  each 
Chapter  on  the  roll,  and  to  any  individual  Companion 
at   Grand   Chapter  who   may   desire   one. 

For  the  luncheon  to-day,  and  to  which  the  hos- 
pitable Toronto  Companions  have  generously  contribu- 
ted, there  has  been  designed  an  appropriate  souvenir 
menu  card  for  each  guest  at  the  tables  which  wilL  no 
doubt,  be  preserved  as  a  memento  of  an  interesting 
occasion,  and 

Finally,  and  decidedly  not  the  least  important 
feature,  the  Historian  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  this  juris- 
diction, kindly  acceded  to  the  request  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  deliver  an  historical  address  during  the  interval 
for  refreshment — and  as  its  preparation  had  necessarily 
to  be  accomplished  in  a  brief  time  and  at  a  period  when 
the  M.  E.  Companion's  attention  was  almost  entirely 
absorbed  in  serious  business  and  benevolent  labours, 
I  feel  assured  that  Grand  Chapter's  appreciation  of  his 
kindness  will  not  be  lacking. 
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BY-LAWS    AND    AMENDMENTS. 

New  codes  of  by-laws  were  submitted  by  the  follow- 
ing Chapters  and  approved  by  the  M.  E.,  the  Grand  Z.: 
Klondike,  No.  154  Dawson,  Y.T. ;  St.  John's,  No.  6, 
Hamilton,  Ont. ;  Saugeen,  No.  50,  Walkerton  Ont. ; 
Mantiou,  No.  27,  Collingwood,  Ont.;  Sussex,  No.  59, 
Brockville,  Ont.;  Sombra,  No.  153,  Sombra,  Ont. 

The  following  Chapters  submitted  amendments  to 
existing  by-laws,  which  were  also  approved  : — Mount 
Nebo,  No.  76,  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.;  Prince  of  Wales,  No. 
71,  Amherstburg,  Ont.;  Shuniah,  No.  82,  Port  Arthur, 
Ont.;  Wascana,  No.  121,  Regina,  Sask. ;  Victoria,  No. 
37,  Port  Hope,  Ont.;  Bruce,  No.  53,  Petrolea,  Ont., 
St.  Paul's,  No.  65,  Toronto,  Ont.;  Wellington,  No.  47, 
Chatham,  Ont.;  Fort  William,  No.  140,  Fort  William; 
Ont.;  Midland,  No.  94,  Lindsay,  Ont.;  Klondike,  No. 
154  Dawson  Y.T. ;  Antiquity,  No.  91,  Toronto,  Ont.; 
St.  Mark's,  No.   26,  Trenton,  Ont. 

NEW     CHAPTERS. 

Dispensations  were  issued  to  petitioning  Companions 
for    new  Chapters  at  the  following  places  : — 

Shekinah,  U.  D.,  Lethbridge,  Alta. — B.  Morton 
Jones,  No.  65,  Dawson  May,  No.  106,  Geo.  Whelen, 
No.  20,  W.  H.  McGregor,  No.  54,  Chas.  McKillop,  No. 
114,  C.  G.  K.  Nourse,  No.  27,  A.  G.  Nedham,  No.  75, 
G.  R.  Eng.;  Geo.  W.  Waistell,  No.  271,  G.  R.  Scotland; 
E.  E.  Reynolds,  No.   242,  G.  R.  Penn. 

Golden  West,  U.  D.,  High  River,  Alta.— Percy 
Taylor,  H.  E.  Bedingfield,  Jas.  McNeill,  A.  H.  Spurr, 
A.  A.  Ballachy,  D.  C.  Burke,  No.  106;  Henry  Gould, 
No.  3,  Thos,  Baird,  No.  18,  C.  A.  Anderson,  No.  102, 
G.  R.  Canada;  F.  S.  Wetherall,  No.  13,  G.  R.  Que.; 
Clyde  N.  Moore,  No.  60,  G.  R.  Maine. 

Prince  Albert,  U.  D.,  Prince  Albert,  Sask. — George 
Will,  John  M.  Shaw,  No.  121;  Harold  G.  McVean,  No 
88,  J.  W.  M.  Cousins,  No.  62,  John  S.  Chisholm,  No.  84, 
C.  D.  McGregor.  No.  45,  T.  J.  Agnew,  John  Taylor, 
No.  52,  G.  R.  Canada;  A.  L.  Mattes,  No.  42,  G.  R.  Minn., 
A.  B.  Grow,  No.  205,  G.  R.  N.  Y. ;  J.  E.  Allen,  No.  7, 
G.  R.  N.  S.;  Aaron  Singer,  No.  15,  G.  R.  N.  Dak.;  Rob 
Smith,  No.  69,  G.  R.  Scot. 
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Madoc,  U.  D.,  Madoc,  Ont—  Robert  Colling,  Will 
J.  Hill,  Leslie  F.  Morrice,  John  R.  Orr,  Geo.  M.  Wright, 
W.  J.  Moore,  E.  D.  Harrison,  No.  72  ;  Andrew  Williamson, 
W.  R.  Kelly,  No.  94  ;  A.  H.  Watson,  No.  95,  Philip 
H.  Huyck,  No.  24,  R.  T.  Gray,  No.  7,  G.  R.  Canada. 

In  each  case  the  requirements  were  strictly  observed 
and  the  official  recommendations  ample. 

I  herewith  submit  a  statement  of  the  monies  re- 
ceived by  me  and  paid  over  to  the  Grand  Treasurer. 


CASH  STATEMENT— GRAND  SCRIBE  E. 


From  Chapters- 


Dr. 

-Certificates $1,329.00 

Membership  Fees      2,843  -00 

Registration  Fees 1,373  •  5° 

Dispensations 151.00 

Warrants 60.00 

Constitutions 142  .  35 

Sundries,  Ceremonies,  etc.  158.80 


Interest- 


-Industrial  School  Bonds $  680.00 

Toronto  General  Trusts 80.00 

Town  of  Orillia  Debenture 99  .  40 

Town  of  Oshawa  Debenture 119.57 

City  of  Stratford  Debentures.  ...  100.84 

Bank  of  Commerce 45-89 

Rebate  Customs  Duty 7.80 


$6,057.65 


Cr. 


Si,i33-5o 
$7,191.15 


907 — Mar.  20 — Grand  Treasurer $  500  .00 


June  4— 

Feb.  28—  " 

Feb.  28—  " 

Feb.  28 —   ' 

July  5-  " 

>iy  5— 

Sept.  4 — 

Sept.  4 —  " 

Sept.  4 —  " 

Nov.  16 —  " 

Nov.  30 — 

Dec.   3 — 

Dec.  23 —  " 

Dec.  30 — 

Dec.  31 —  " 

1908- 

—Jan.   2 — 

Jan.   3— 

Jan.  13— 

Jan.  16 — 

400 .00 

49.71 

32.92 

340.00 

40  .00 
200 . 00 
300 .00 

49.69 

7.80 

400 . 00 

12.97 

"9-57 

600  00 

800 .00 

800 . 00 

40  .00 

100 .84 

1,000  00 

1,057.65 


17,191.15 
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ANNUAL  STATEMENT,  3ist  DECEMBER,  1907. 
FEES  AND  DUES  FROM  CHAPTERS. 


1  Ant.   Frontenac 

and  Cataraqui. .  .  $  35-90 

2  The  Hiram 128.25 

3  St.  John's 91 .  25 

4  St.  Andrew's  and 

St.  John's 62  .  50 

5  St.  George's 76.40 

6  St.  John's 82  .  50 

7  The  Moira 65  .  00 

8  King  Solomon's  .  .  73  .  50 
15  Wawanosh 86 .  50 

18  Oxford 27  •  25 

19  Mt.  Moriah 49  .  00 

20  Mt.  Horeb 75-4° 

22   Grenville 25  .00 

24  Tecumseh 78-65 

26  St.  Mark's 5 1  .  50 

27  Manitou 15  .  50 

2 8  Pentalpha 22-75 

29  McCallum 46.00 

30  Huron 31  .  70 

31  Prince  Edward.  . .  55.25 

32  Waterloo 26.25 

34  Signet 123.00 

35  Keystone 57.75 

36  Corinthian 38-25 

37  Victoria 69.65 

40  Guelph 38.00 

41  Harris 20  .00 

44  Mt.  Sinai 43-35 

45  Excelsior 30  .  50 

46  St.  James 38.25 

47  Wellington 62  .  50 

48  St.  John's 30  .50 

50  Saugeen 19  -45 

52  Prince  Rupert. ...  185  .  00 

53  Bruce 34   00 

54  Palestine 65.25 

55  Niagara 10  .  50 

56  Georgian 64-55 

57  King  Hiram 7  .00 

60  Doric 34  -25 

61  Granite 14-50 

62  York 33  •  00 

63  Havelock 69 .  25 

64  Willson 79-75 

65  St.  Paul's 65.50 

66  The  Malloch 27.00 


67 
68 
69 

70 

71 

72 

73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 

79 

80 

81 

82 

83 

84 

88 

90 

91 

94 

95 

98 

99 

100 

101 

102 

103 

104 

106 

no 

112 
113 

ri4 

116 
117 
119 
120 
121 
122 
123 
124 

i25 
126 

127 
128 
130 


Enterprise 18  .00 

Maitland 12.10 

Grimsby 35-65 

Grand  River.  ...  28.25 

Prince  of  Wales .  30.80 

Keystone 35.75 

Erie I5-25 

Beaver 44. 15 

St.  Clair 22  .  70 

Mt.  Nebo 60.00 

Occident 162  .  50 

Minnewawa 1  .00 

Orient 33  •  00 

Ark 93-4o 

Aylmer 52  .90 

Shuniah 48  .00 

Ionic 28  .  25 

Lebanon 2  7  .  50 

MacNabb. 62.50 

Golden no  .85 

Antiquity 40  .40 

Midland 57-9° 

Tuscan 37-5° 

Vancouver 108  .  50 

Keystone 59  .  25 

St.  Lawrence. ...  26  .  85 

Corinthian 48.80 

Algonquin 87  .30 

St.  John's 44  .00 

White  Oak 20  .  75 

Alberta 84   50 

Warkworth 58.25 

St.  John's 52  .05 

Covenant 60  .  75 

Bonnechere 1  7  .  00 

Maple 25-25 

Berlin 33-9° 

King  Cyrus 49  .  90 

Kootenay 9  .  25 

Wascana 145.15 

Rossland 40  .  50 

Nelson 22-25 

Westminster. .  . .  2o.5o 

Rocky  Mountain  33-7° 

Assiniboia 85  .  75 

Keystone 1 9 .  2  5 

Revelstoke 17  .00 

Chantry 31 .  2  5 
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131  Amabel 26.15 

132  Leeds 52  .00 

133  St.  Francis 35  .00 

134  King  Darius  ....  39  .25 

135  Succoth 32  .  50 

136  King  Edward.  .  .  91  .00 

138  Shekinah 37.25 

139  St.  Andrew's..  ..  16.25 

140  Fort  William. ...  42  .  00 

141  Keystone 56-50 

142  Cyrus 24.  75 

143  Glengary 18.25 

144  Presqu'  Isle 17.67 

145  The  St.  Patrick .  .  164.75 

146  Bernard 31  •  25 

148  St.  John's 13  .  00 


149  Atwood 

24 

00 

150  London 

86 

75 

151   Laurentian.    .  . 

10 

00 

152  Alberton 

14 

50 

153   Sombra 

39 

5o 

154  Klondike 

94 

95 

U.D.  Ancaster . .  .  . 

16 

38 

U.D.  Avondale 

34 

So 

157      Okanagan. . . 

57 

00 

U.D.  Shekinah..  .. 

•        78 

70 

U.D.   Golden  W est. 

25 

00 

U.D.   Prince  Albert 

47 

00 

U.D.  Madoc 

•      105 

00 

$6,057 

6.5 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Geo.  J.  Bennett, 

Grand  Scribe  E. 


REPORT  OF  THE  GRAND  TREASURER. 

Hugh   Murray,  Grand  Treasurer,  in  Account  with  the 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 


1907 


Jan. 

1 

Mar. 

20 

June 

4 

Feb. 

28 

Feb. 

28 

Feb. 

28 

July 
>ly 

Sept. 
Sept. 
Oct. 

5 

5 
4 
4 

16 

Nov. 

16 

Nov. 

30 

1907 

Jan. 

B} 

Dr. 

To  Balance  as  per  Statement $ 

"  Grand  Scribe  E 

"  Grand  Scribe  E 

"  Interest,  Orillia  Debentures 

"  Interest,  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce. . 

"  Interest,  Industrial  School  Bonds 

"  Interest,  Toronto  General  Trusts  Bonds 

"  Grand  Scribe  E 

"  Grand  Scribe  E 

"  Interest,  Orillia,  Debentures 

"  Refund  Duty  on  Regalia 

"  Grand  Scribe  E 

"  Interest,  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce.. 


5,861 .04 
500 .00 
400 .00 

49-7i 

32.92 
340.00 

40 .00 

v  200 .00 

300 .00 

49.69 

7.80 

400 .00 

12.97 


Cr. 

By  Order  10 1,  Comp.  Ewd.  Law  .  .Benevolence  $ 

102,  Comp.  Edw.  Ball.. 

103,  Mrs.  J.  Munro 

104,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Malone  . 

105,  Mrs.  Alex.  Findlay. . 

106,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Waugh.  . 

107,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Holman. 


,014-13 


20.00 

25.00 
10 .06 
20  .00 
20 .  00 
10  .00 
10  .00 
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Jan.    By  Order 


Feb. 
Mar. 


Apr. 
May- 
June 


July 


08,  Mrs.  J.  Kennedy.  ..Benevolence 

09,  Mrs.  E.  Hill 

10,  Comp.  C.  W.  Smith 

11,  Comp.  A.  Cooper.  . 

12,  Mrs.  C.  E.  S.  Black 

13,  Comp.  Fred.  Mudge. . 

14,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Wallace 

15,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Baker.  .  . 

16,  Mrs.  H.  Rankin.  .  . 

17,  Mrs.  J.  O'Connor.  . 

18,  Mrs.  W.  Marriott.  . 

19,  Mrs.  P.  Grant 

20,  Miss  Simpson 

21,  Mrs.  H.  J.  Southby 

22,  Mrs.  F.  P.  Gassion. 

23,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Johnson 

24,  G.  J.  Bennett,  For.  Cor 

25,  J.  B.  Nixon,  Services, 

26,  Gd.  Scribe  E., Advance  Incid'tals 

27,  Gd.  Scribe  E.,  Bal.  Incid'tals... 

28,  J.  M.  Pritchard,  Gd.  Jan 

29,  Might  Directory  Co.,  Goods  .... 

30,  Bell  Telephone  Co 

31,  Atwell  Fleming  Printing  Co  ...  . 

32,  B.  Cairns,  Electros 

33,  Town  of  Oshawa  Debentures.  . . 

34,  D.  Henderson,  Eng.  Warrants.  . 

35,  Grand  Treasurer,  Salary 

36,  Grand  Scribe  E..  Salary 

37,  J.  Port  &  Co.,  Wreath 

38,  Refund  Dispen.  Fee,  Atlin,  B.C. 

39,  Rolph  Clark  Co.,  Certificates.  .  . 

40,  Atwell  Fleming  Printing  Co  .  . 

41,  R.  B.  McLelland,  Maps 

42,  Adams,  &  Co.,  Goods 

43,  Rent,  Temple  Building 

44,  Rolph  Clark  Co.,  Certificates.  .  . 

45,  Grand  Scribe  E.,  Salary 

46,  Grand  Treasurer,  Salary 

47,  Kent  &  Co.,  Goods 

48,  Amer.  Surety  Co.,  Bonds 

49,  Atwell  Fleming  Ptg.  Co.,  Print'g 

51,  Comp.  E.  Ball Benevolence 

52,  Mrs.  J.  Munroe.  .  .  . 

53,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Malone  . 

54,  Mrs.  A.  Findlay.  .  . 

55,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Waugh. 

56,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Holman. 

57,  Mrs.  J.  Kennedy.  . 

58,  Mrs.  E.  Hill 

59,  Comp.  C.  W.  Smith 

60,  Comp.  A.  Cooper.  . 

61,  Mrs.  C.  E.  S.  Black 


20 . 

00 

10 . 

00 

25- 

00 

20 . 

00 

10 . 

00 

25 

00 

10 

00 

20 

00 

20 

00 

25 

00 

!.S 

00 

IO 

00 

IO 

00 

IO 

00 

*5 

00 

10 

00 

200 

00 

100 

00 

35o 

00 

82 

50 

IO 

00 

6 

00 

25 

25 

552 

06 

2 

25 

,695 

80 

20 

00 

25 

00 

375 

00 

20 

00 

25 

.00 

451 

•  15 

iQ 

.00 

3 

.60 

9 

•25 

99 

.00 

19 

•95 

375 

.00 

25 

.00 

6 

.00 

10 

.00 

62 

•25 

25 

.oz 

IO 

.00 

20 

.00 

20 

.00 

IO 

.00 

IO 

.00 

20 

.00 

IO 

.00 

25 

.00 

20 

.00 

IO 

.00 
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July  By  Order 

162,  Comp.  F.  Mudge.  .  Benevolence 

25.00 

"                " 

163,  Mrs.  W.  B.Wallace 

' 

10 .00 

<<                << 

164,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Baker.  . . 

1 

20 .00 

it                << 

165,  Mrs.  H.  Rankin  .  . . 

' 

20 .00 

"                   " 

166,  Mrs.  J.  O'Connor.  . 

' 

25.00 

"                " 

167,  Mrs.  W.  Marriott.  . 

• 

15.00 

"                 ' 

168,  Mrs.  P.  Grant 

' 

10.00 

"                " 

169,  Miss  Simpson 

' 

10.00 

"                " 

170,  Mrs.  H.  J.  Southby 

1 

10 .00 

"                " 

171,  Mrs.  F.  P.  Gassion. 

' 

15.00 

"                " 

172,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Johnson 

' 

10 .00 

Aug. 

173,  Bell  Telephone  Co. 

26 .00 

<«                << 

174,  Kenning  &  Sons,  Regalia 

137-55 

Sept. 

175,  Atwell  Fleming  Co.,  Printing.. 

47-5o 

"               " 

176,  J.  D.  Collip,  Wreath 

10  .00 

it               »« 

177,  Gd.  Scribe  E.,  Salary 

375-°o 

"               " 

178,  Gd.  Treasurer,  Salary 

25.00 

Nov. 

Balance  in  Can.  Bk.  of  Commerce .  .  . 

1,104.02 

1 

$8,014.13 

Wm.   Gibson,   Acting  Grand  Treasurer,    in  Account  with 
the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 


1907 

Dec. 

1 

3 

3 

23 

3° 

3i 

1908 

Jan. 

2 

3 

13 

1  * 

16 

Dr. 

Bal.  in  Can.  Bank  of  Commerce $1, 

To  Oshawa  Debenture  Coupons 

Industrial  School  Debentures 

Grand  Scribe  E 

Grand  Scribe  E 

Grand  Scribe  E 


Toronto  General  Trutss 

Stratford  Debenture  Coupons. 

Grand  Scribe  E 

Grand  Scribe  E 


104.02 

iJ9-57 
340.00 
600 .00 
800 .00 
800  .00 

40 .00 

100.84 

,000 .00 

.057-65 


1907 
Nov. 


Dec. 


25 

25 

7 

7 

7 

31 

31 

31 

3i 

31 


$5,962.08 
Cr. 

By  Order  179,  M.  Gibbs,  Ins.  Office  Effects..  $         5.10 

180,  Memorial  I.P.Z 250.00 

181,  Rent  Temple  Building 99.00 

182,  Thomson  Eng.  Co.,  Elec,  etc.  80.00 

183,  W.  Mitchell,  Regalia  Cases  . .  28 .  50 

184,  Atwell  Fleming  Ptg.  Co 48 .  00 

185,  Kenning  &  Co.,  Regalia 49  .  00 

186,  T.  Kilvington,  wreath 40.00 

187,  Grand  Treasurer,  Salary  ....  .  25  .00 

188,  Grand  Scribe  E.,  Salary  ....  375  .00 
Balance 4,962  .48 


$5,962.08 
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STATEMENT  OF  ASSETS  OF    GRAND    CHAPTER    ROYAL  ARCH   MASONS 
OF  CANADA. 

Bonds,  Toronto  General  Trusts  Company,  at  4  per  ct  .  $2,000  .  00 
Bonds,  Toronto  Industrial  School,  No.  1-34,  at  4  per 

cent 1 7,000 .  00 

Debentures,  Town  of  Orillia,  No.  10,  at  4  per  cent.  .  .  1,218.13 

Debentures,  Town  of  Orillia,  No.  11,  at  4  per  cent.  .  .  1,266.86 

Debentures,  City  of  Stratford,  Nos.  70-1,  at  4  per  cent.  1,521 .00 

Debentures,  City  of  Stratford,  No.  69,  at  4  per  cent .  .  1,000 .  00 

Debentures,  Oshawa,  No.  10 1,300.61 

Debentures,  Oshawa,  No.  17 1,359.14 

Cash  in  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce 4,962  .48 

$31,628.22 

Hamilton  Branch,  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce,. 

18th  January,  1908.   , 

We  hereby  certify  that  the  above  named  bonds  and  deben- 
tures are  in  the  custody  of  the  Bank  for  safe  keeping  on  account 
of  Wm.  Gibson,  Grand  Treasurer,  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  that 
the  balance  at  the  credit  of  the  Hon.  Wm.  Gibson,  as  Grand 
Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  in  the  books  of  the  Bank,  at  the 
close  of  business  at  this  date  is  four  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
sixty  two  dollars  and  forty-eight  cents. 

D.  B.  Dewar,  Manager. 
D.  Muirhead,  Accountant. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Wm.  Gibson, 
Acting  Grand  Treasurer. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp,  Geo.  Moore,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  G.  F.  Shepley,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  statements  of  the  Grand  Scribe 
E.  and  Grand  Treasurer,  for  the  year.  1907,  be  received 
and  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  for  audit  and 
to  report  thereon  at  the  present  convocation. 
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BENEVOLENCE. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Z.,  and  Companions  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada  : 

•  The  Committee  on  Benevolence  have  examined  the 
applications  for  relief  presented  to  them  and  respectfully 
recommend  that  the  following  grants  be  made  : — 

No.      i.  Daughter  of  John  Dean $50.00 

1.  Comp.  E.  H.  Ball 50.00 

1.  Widow  John  Munro 30.00 

3.  Widow  Alex.  Findlay 40  .  00 

3.  Widow  John  E.  Malone 40  .  00 

3.  Widow  John  W.  Waugh 40  .  00 

3.  Widow  Wm.  T.  Duff 40  .00 

3.  Widowjohn  F.  Holman 20.00 

6.  Widow  Edment  Hill 20  .  00 

6.  Widow  John  Kennedy 40  .  00 

23.  Comp.  James  Fisher 50  .00 

28.  Comp.  Chas.  W.  Smith 50  .  00 

29.  Comp.  Arch.  Couper 40.00 

35.  Comp.  Fred.  Mndge 50  .00 

37.  Widow  W.  B.  Wallace 20  .00 

37.  Widow  J.  S.  Baker 40  .  00 

44.  Widow  H.  Rankin 40  .  00 

52.  Widow  Tas.  O'Conner 50  .00 

54.  Widow  Wm.  Marriott 30  .00 

54.  Widow  Peter  Grant 20 .  00 

59.   Daughter  W.  B.  Simpson 20  .  00 

59.  Widow  H.  J.  Southby 20  .  00 

72.  Widow  J.  E.  Halliwell 50  .  00 

72.  Children  J.  E.  Halliwell 60.00 

77.  Widow  H.  St.  V.  Johnstone 40.00 

81.  Widow  W.  E.  Johnston 20.00 

$970.00 

In  order  to  commemorate  the  Semi-Centennial  of 
Grand  Chapter,  your  Committee  recommend  that 
fifty  per  cent,  be  added  to  the  above  grants  for  this 
year  only. 

Further,  to  commemorate  the  Semi-Centennial  of 
Grand  Chapter,  we  recommend  that  the  sum  of  $500 
be  granted  to  found  a  cot  in  the  Lakeside  Home  for 
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Little  Children,   the  convalescent  branch  of  the  Hos- 
pital for  Sick  Children,  on  Toronto  Island. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

John  E.  Harding, 

Chairman. 

It  was  moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  E.  Harding,  sec- 
onded by  R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  Moore,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee 
on  Benevolence  be  received  and  adopted. 

WARRANTS. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z. ,  Officers  and  Members 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  : 

Your  Committee  on  Warrants  beg  to  report  that  the 
following  petitions  for  warrants  have  been  received 
and  referred  to  them  : — Ancaster,  at  Ancaster,  Ont. ; 
Avondale,  at  Hartney,  Man.;  Shekinah,  at  Lethbridge, 
Alta. ;  Prince  Albert,  at  Prince  Albert,  Saskatchewan; 
Golden  West,  at  High  River,  Alberta;  Madoc,  at  Madoc, 
Ontario. 

We  have  examined  the  correspondence  submitted 
with  the  various  applications,  which,  from  the  very 
methodical  arrangement  of  the  same  by  our  worthy 
Grand  Scribe  E.,  made  it  a  very  easy  matter.  We  find 
everything  regular,  and  from  the  work  the  various 
U.  D.  Chapters  have  done,  on  hand  and  in  prospect, 
we  predict  a  successful  career  for  each,  and  recommend 
that  a  charter  be  granted  in  each  case. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Wm.  Forbes, 

Chairman. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Ccmp.  Wm.  Forbes,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  G^o.  Moore,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee 
on  Warrants  be  received  and  adopted. 
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AUDIT  AND  FINANCE. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  and  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Canada  : 

Your  Committee  on  Audit  and  Finance  beg  to  report 
that  they  have  examined  the  books  of  the  Grand  Scribe 
E.,  and  Grand  Treasurer,  and  find  that  they  agree  with 
the  bank's  certified  statement  up  to  18th  January,  1908. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  receipts^and  dis- 
bursements for  the  past  year  : — 

Receipts. 

Balance  on  hand,  31st  Dec,  1906 $  5,681 .04 

Certificates 1,329.00 

Membership  Dues 2,843  -00 

Registration  Fees i,373  •  50 

Dispensations 151 .00 

Warrants . 60  .  00 

Constitutions 142  .  35 

Sundries,  Ceremonies,  etc 158.80 

Rebate  Customs  Duty 7  .  80 


In 


erest — Industrial  School  Bonds 680.00 

— Toronto  General  Trusts 80  .00 

— Town  of  Orillia. 99  .40 

— City  of  Stratford 100  .  84 

— Town  of  Oshawa 119.57 

— Bank  of  Commerce 45-89 


$12,872.19 


Disbursements. 

Investment  Town  of  Oshawa  Debentures    $2,695.80 

Salary  Grand  Scribe  E 1,500  .00 

Salary  Grand  Treasurer 100  .00 

Orders  or  Benevolence 720  .00 

Atwell  Fleming  Printing  Co 728. 81 

Rolph  Clark  Co.,  Certificates 471 .  10 

Foreign  Correspondence  Committee 200.00 

Grant  to  Benevolence  Inspector 100  .00 

Grand  Scribe  E.,  Incidentals 432  .  50 

Rent  Temple  Building 198  .00 

Funeral  Wreaths 70  .  00 

Thomson  Engraving  Co 80.00 

Kenning  &  Sons.,  Regalia 186  .  55 

Bell  Telephone  Co S1  -2S 

Grand  Janitor 10.00 

D.  Henderson,  Engrossing  Warrants 20  .00 

Refund  Dispensation  Fee,  Atlin,  B.  C. .  .  .  25  .00 

Security  Co.,  for  Bonds 10  .00 
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Memorial,  I. P. Z 250.00 

Mitchell  &  Co.,  Regalia  Cases 28  .  50 

Insurance  Office  Effects, 5-io 

Kent  &  Co.,  Repairs 6  .  00 

Adams  &  Co.,  Shelving 9  • 2  5 

Might  Co.,  Goods 6 .  00 

B.  Cairns,  Electros. 2.25 

R.  McLelland,  Maps 3  .  60 

Total  Disbursements $7,909.71 

Balance  in  Bank  of  Commerce 4,962  .48 

$12,872  .19 
Assets. 

Bonds  Toronto  General  Truts,  4% $2,000.00 

Bonds  Toronto  Industrial  School,  4%.   .  .  17,000.00 

Debentures  Town  of  Orillia,  No.  10,  4%.  1,218.13 

Debentures  Town  of  Orillia,  No.  11,  4%.  1,266.86 

Debentures  City  of  Stratford,  4% 1,521 .00 

Debentures  City  of  Stratford,  4  % 1,000  .  00 

Debentures  Town  of  Oshawa,  No.  10.  .  .  .  1,300.61 

Debentures  Town  of  Oshawa,  No.  17..  1,359.14 

Balance  Bank  of  Commerce 4,962  .48 

$31,628.22 

Your  Committee  beg  to  recommend  the  following 
appropriations  : — 

Benevolence  Grants $i,455  -°° 

Cot,  Lakeside  Home  for  Little  Children 500.00 

Foreign  Correspondence  Committee :  .  .  .  .  200  .00 

Balance  of  Incidentals,  1907 171.00 

Incidentals,  Advance,  1908 450.00 

Your  Committee  note  with  pleasure  the  continued 
increase  :'n  the  membership  of  Grand  Chapter  and  the 
consequent  aagmentation  to  its  receipts.  Grand  Chap- 
ter is  to  be  congratulated  upon  its  remarkable  progress 
during  the  past  fifty  years,  and  especially  during  the 
eight  years  just  expired,  during  which  it  has  more  than 
doubled  its  membership  With  the  constant  increasing 
of  the  numerical  strength  of  Grand  Chapter  the  duties 
of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  are  necessarily  becoming  more 
responsible  and  arduous,  and  your  Committee  therefore 
would  recommend  that  an  advance  of  three  hundred 
dollars  be  made  to  the  salary  of  that  office. 

Owing  to  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  frequently  receiving 
returns  from  subordinate  Chapters  without  the  accom- 
panying  fees   and    dues,    }^our   Committee   recommend 
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that  the  attention  of  the  First  Principals  be  called  by 
the  incoming  Grand  Superintendents  to  the  fact  that 
the  Constitution  makes  it  imperative  that  all  fees  and 
dues  must  in  every  case  be  sent  to  Grand  Scribe  E. 
with  the  application  or  return  to  which  they  respec- 
tively   relate. 

Your  Commi  ttee  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  cramped 
condition  of  the  office  of  Grand  Scribe  E.,  and  that  it 
is  not  at  all  fitted  to  the  requirements  such  an  office 
should  possess.  They  therefore  recommend  that  suit- 
able articles  be  procured  for  the  proper  furnishing  of 
the  office. 

In  closing  this  report,  your  Committee  with  deep 
regret  refer  to  the  death  of  the  late  Grand  Treasi  rer, 
M.  E.  Comp.  Hugh  Murray,  who  was  a  most  valued 
and  highly  esteemed  officer  of  this  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Committee  desire  to  congratulate  the  Grand 
Chapter  upon  the  neat  and  accurate  manner  in  which 
the  books  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  are  kept  as  well  as 
those  of  the  late  Grand  Treasurer  and  his  successor. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Henry  T.  Smith, 

Chairman  of  Committee. 

Moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  H.  T.  Smith,  seconded  by 
R.  E.  Comp.  G.  M.  Gibbs,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee 
on  Audit  and  Finance  be  received  and  adopted. 

CONDITION   OF   CAPITULAR   MASONRY. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Z. ,  Officers  and  Companions 

of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  : 

The  Committee  on  the  Condition  of  Capitular  Ma- 
sonry beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  had  submitted 
for  their  perusal  and  consideration  the  reports  of  the 
eighteen  Grand  Superintendents  who  have  represented 
the  Grand  First  Principal  in  the  eighteen  districts  into 
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which,  for  purposes  of  supervision,  this  Grand  juris- 
diction is  divided.  From  these  reports  can  be  obtained 
a  thorough  grasp  of  the  growth,  character,  and  progress 
of  the  subordinate  Chapters,  and  your  Committee  has 
risen  from  a  study  of  these  reports  with  a  feeling  of  pro- 
found satisfaction. 

It  appears  that  there  are  upon  the  roll  of  this  Grand 
Chapter  in  its  semi-centennial  year  133  Chapters,  of 
which  127  are  duly  warranted,  and  6  working  under 
dispensation,  and  that  there  is  a  membership  of  12,071. 
Last  year  your  Committee  tabulate  I  the  annual .  net 
gain  for  a  period  of  five  years,  and  in  this  semi-centennial 
year,  in  order  that  our  continued  growth  and  activity 
may  be  seen,  we  again  tabulate  the  figures  for  the  past 
five  years  : 

i9°3 477 

1904 738 

1905 i,3iS 

1906 971 

i9°7 I,°I5 

The  details  of  the  present  year's  growth  are  as 
follows  : — 

Admissions 1,391 

Joinings 170 

Restorations 26 

i,5'7 

Resigned 242 

S.  N.P.  D 204 

Deaths 126 

572 

Net  Gain 1,015 

This  numerical  growth,  supported  by  the  fact  that 
it  is  sound  morally  and  socially,  is  extremely  satisfac- 
tory, especially  as  no  extraordinary  effort  was  made  to 
procure  it,  it  being  a  normal  growth.  The  growth  in 
percentage  of  our  numerical  strength  compares  most 
favorably  with  that  of  our  kindred  society,  and  shows 
that  Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  not  superfluous  on  the 
Masonic  stage,  but  is  an  active,  energetic  force  in  the 
direction  of  all  that  is  uplifting  and  religious. 
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The  reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents  are  pleas- 
ant reading  for  several  seasons,  but  above  all  for  the 
strong  note  of  confidence  in  the  future  of  the  Order  which 
sounds  so  clearly  through  all  of  them.  They,  are  satis- 
factory, too,  on  account  of  the  records  they  contain  of 
difficult  and  exacting  work  faithfully  performed.  It 
is  a  remarkable  testimony  to  the  zeal  of  these  officers 
that  only  a  very  few  Chapters  were  not  inspected. 
In  the  great  province  of  Ontario,  only  two  were  not 
visited;  in  the  western  provinces  the  distances  between 
Chapters  are  so  enormous  and  the  expense  so  great  in 
visiting  them  owing  to  these  long  distances,  that  it  is 
not  possible  to  have  the  same  close  supervision  as  in 
Ontario  where  Chapters  are  near  each  other  and  on 
railway  lines.  It  is  only  bare  justice  to  the  Grand 
Superintendent  of  Algoma  District,  No.  14,  to  state  that 
he  visited  every  Chapter  in  his  immense  district. 

The  Grand  Superintendents  in  many  cases  report 
renewed  activity  and  life,  notably  in  the  great  west, 
where  several  Chapters  that  were  regarded  as  dead  are 
now  brim  full  of  energy  and  daily  growing  in  power 
and  usefulness.  Your  Committee  has  always  set  its 
face  against  calling  in  charters  where  the  embers  are 
alive,  as  it  has  felt  that,  sooner  or  later,  someone  would 
stir  up  the  fire  and  warm  the  locality  with  the  old  love 
and  a  new  hope.  Your  Committee  is  pleased  to  be  able 
to  state  that  the  percentage  of  weak  Chapters  is  the 
smallest  in  our  history,  and  it  is  convinced  that  none 
of  them  are  likely  to  die. 

The  work  of  the  various  degrees  is  reported  to  be 
accurately  and  intelligently  rendered  in  every  district. 
This  is  most  gratifying,  when  we  look  back  on  the  time, 
not  long  ago,  when  complaints  were  frequent  about 
careless  and  inaccurate  work  Principals  are  reported 
in  nearly  every  instance  to  be  capable  of  working  the 
degrees,  and  praised  for  accuracy  and  intelligent  ren- 
dition. 

The  face  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  placid,  not  a 
ripple  of  discord  or  complaint  existing  to  cause  anxiety. 
"Her  ways  are  ways  of  pleasantness,  and  all  her  paths 
are  peace." 
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The  work  of  the  Scribes  is  favorably  commented 
tpon  by  nearly  all  the  Grand  Superintendents,  and 
complaints  have  entirely  disappeared.  Your  Com- 
mittee bears  cheerful  testimony  to  the  pains  taken  by 
these  officers  to  have  their  reports  and  statistics  for- 
warded to  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  in  good  time,  so  that 
your  Committee  might  be  able  to  lay  before  you  a  full 
report. 

The  financial  standing  of  the  Chapters  is  said  to  be 
good  and  the  Treasurers  careful  and  painstaking.  In 
a  few  instances,  Grand  Superintendents  seek  to  excuse 
large  arrearages  of  dues  by  submitting  "  the  recent  fin- 
ancial stringency."  This  is  a  new  excuse  for  a  very  old 
neglect,  and  it  has  not,  to  your  Committee  at  any  rate, 
justified  or  explained  away  the  large  arrears  that  have 
been  piling  up  for  years  in  some  of  the  Chapters.  Per- 
sistence in  collection,  and  a  little  touch  of  discipline 
would  do  much  to  lessen  the  evil,  which  is  a  reflection 
upon  us  that  ought  to  be  ;emoved. 

The  Constitution  and  the  by-laws  and  regulations 
of  the  Order  are  said  to  be  well  observed.  One  Grand 
Superintendent  asks  about  the  wearing  of  Royal  Arch 
clothing.  The  Constitution  provides  what  shall  be 
worn,  and  that  should  be  insisted  upon  as  closely  as 
possible,  always  bearing  in  mind  that  in  some  case 
distance  from  cities  renders  it  difficult  to  immediately 
appear  properly  clothed. 

The  benevolence  of  Grand  Chapter  is  increasing,  and 
might  still  further  increase  without  danger  to  our  in- 
vestments. The  chasing  awa}^  of  that  gaunt  wolf, — 
want, — from  a  Mason's  door  is  such  a  blessed  work 
and  brings  such  a  glow  of  satisfaction  to  our  hearts, 
that  the  wonder  is  there  are  not  more  anxious  to  see 
it  done  and  assist  in  the  doing  of  it.  It  is  "more  blessed 
to  give  than  to  receive,"  and  the  emotions  of  joy,  and 
the  dancing  eyes  of  widows  and  children,  when  some 
small  gifts  come  unexpectedly,  are  sights  not  to  be  for- 
gotten by  those  who  enjoy  the  sunshine  of  grateful 
hearts. 

Grand  Chapter  has  given  this  year  for  benevolence 
$1,455,  and  the  private  Chapters  $1,800   or  in  all  $3,255. 
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These  figures  are  satisfactory  only  if  we  know  that  none 
of  those  who  are  in  need  have  suffered  by  our  neglect. 

The  hospitality  of  the  Chapters  is  dwelt  upon  by 
many  Grand  Superintendents.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
meeting  around  the  refreshment  board  has  a  tendency 
to  create  new  friendships  and  cement  old  ties  which  we 
all  value  so  much  if  we  are  true  Masons. 

Your  Committee  regrets  to  call  attention  to  the  neg- 
lect of  Grand  Superintendents  to  obey  the  wish  of 
Grand  Chapter,  that  Chapters  of  Instruction  should  be 
held  in  their  districts.  In  only  two  districts  were  these 
valuable  schools  of  good  work  held.  The  holding  of 
them  would  have  done  service,  because  a  few  Superin- 
tendents express  the  hope  that  their  successors  will  hold 
them,  as  they  would  do  good.  It  would  have  been  more 
to  the  point  had  these  Companions  called  Chapters  of 
Instruction  in  their  districts  instead  of  leaving  it  for 
their  successors.  We  have  attained  our  present  ac- 
curate and  intelligent  condition  largely  by  these  Chap- 
ters of  Instruction.  It  is  not  so  long  ago  that  poor  and 
unintelligent  work  prevailed  and  was  complained  about 
in  many  Grand  Superintendents'  reports.  We  must 
not  get  careless  or  indifferent  and  thus  drift  away  from 
our  present  high  standing.  Besides  all  this,  there  is 
the  pride  and  strength  and  inspiration  that  is  afforded 
by  large  meetings  of  the  Companions. 

The  Committee  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  its 
sense  of  the  great  loss  sustained  by  Grand  Chapter  and 
the  Royal  Craft  in  the  deaths  of  M.  E.  Companion  Wm. 
Roaf,  M.  E.  Companion  Hugh  Murray,  and  R.  E.  Com- 
panion J.  E.  Halliwell.  M.  E.  Companion  Roaf  was  the 
immediate  Past  Grand  First  Principal,  M.  E.  Companion 
Murray  was  the  Grand  Treasurer  of  this  Grand  Chapter, 
and  R.  E.  Companion  Halliwell  was  the  Grand  Third 
Principal.  These  were  all  stalwart,  active  Masons 
and  warm-hearted  men,  universally  beloved  and  in 
many  ways  patterns  to  be  imitated.  The  condition  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  distinctly  affected  by  the  re- 
moval of  such  pillars  of  strength.  They  will  be  missed 
for  many  a  day,  for  their  presence  in  Grand  Chapter 
made  for  truth  and  righteousness. 
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rdf  In  conclusion,  your  Committee  presses  home  upon 
the  hearts  of  Royal  Arch  Companions  the  remembrance 
that  this  great  Order,  more  than  any  other,  is  founded 
on  the  name  of  God,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  an  ex- 
ample of  all  that  is  reverent  and  holy  in  its  daily  walk 
and  conversation.  Gratitude  to  God  for  the  many  bles- 
sings He  has  bestowed  upon  us  should  always  be 
present  in  our  hearts. 

God  is  love,  His  mercy  brightens 

All  the  path  in  which  we  rove, 
Bliss  He  wakes  and  woe  He  lightens 

God  is  wisdom,  God  is  love. 

E'en  the  hour  that  darkest  seemeth 
Will  His  changless  goodness  move, 

From  the  gloom  His  brightness  streameth, 
God  is  wisdom,  God  is  love. 

How  the  earthly  cares  entwineth, 

Hope  and  comfort  from  above, 
Everywhere  His  mercy  shineth, 

God  is  wisdom,  God  is  love. 

Fraternally  submitted, 
Aubrey  White, 

Chairman. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Aubrey  White,  sec- 
onded by  R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  Moore,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee 
on  the  Condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  be  received  and  adopted. 

WESTERN  AUSTRALIA. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z. ,  and  Members  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada: 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  beg 
leave   to   submit   the   following  supplementary    report: 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  for  recognition  from 
this  Grand  Chapter  by  the  lately  formed  Grand  Chapter 
of  Western  Australia,  the  Companions  will  remember  that 
last  year  your  Committee  presented  a  report  acknow- 
ledging the  apparent  bona  fides  of   the  new  venture  and 
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counselled  the  delay  of  a  year  or  so  that  the  Mother 
Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,  which  withheld  its  sanction 
might  in  the  meantime  submit  something  more  convinc- 
ing than  its  original  contention,  to  support  its  position. 

There  were,  it  may  be  recalled,  eight  Chapters  in  the 
colony,  seven  under  Scotch  authority  and  one  English. 
Five  of  the  Scotch  Chapters  with  that  of  English  origin, 
combined  to  form  the  New  Grand  Chapter.  Scotland's 
contention  was  that  the  membership  of  the  two  loyal 
Chapters  showed  a  joint  strength  of  174  as  against  185, 
the  united  membership  f  the  five  seceding  Chapters 
and  thatthe  latter  were  too  weak  to  undertake  self 
government. 

Now  in  connection  with  the  formation  of  a  Grand 
Lodge  in  a  colony  where  England,  Ireland  and  Scotland 
have  equal  jurisdiction  a  conference  of  delegates  from 
the  three  Grand  bodies  had,  some  years  ago,  arrived  at  a 
basis  of  understanding  by  agreeing  to  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions, one  of  which  (No.  3)  reads  as  follows  : — The 
question  of  recognizing  a  new  Grand  Lodge  in  any  colony 
or  other  territory  in  which  the  three  Grand  Lodges  have 
equal  jurisdiction  and  have  warranted  lodges  working 
therein,  shall  not  be  taken  into  consideration  unless  at 
least  two-thirds  of  the  Lodges  under  each  jurisdiction 
have  signified  their  adhesion  to  such  new  body  ;  and 
such  recognition  shall  only  be  granted  by  agreement  of 
the  three  Grand  Lodges.  After  the  recognition  of  such 
new  Grand  Lodge  as  a  sovereign  body,  the  respective 
authorities  of  the  three  Grand  Lodges  will  surrender 
their  rights  to  warrant  new  Lodges  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  new  body,  provided  always  that  the  rights  of  Lodges 
not  adhering  to  the  new  body  shall  be  safeguarded." 

Now,  if  the  application  of  the  two  thirds  principle  was 
good  enough  in  cases  of  lodges,  common  justice  would 
suggest  that  it  ought  to  apply  equally  to  Chapters  and  in 
this  instance  there  are,  not  two-thirds  but,  three-fourths 
of  the  Chapters  in  unanimity. 

The  young  Grand  Chapter  is  steadily  growing  in 
strength  and  favour  as  will  be  gathered  from  the  review 
of  its  proceedings  and  the  recognition  and  sympathy 
generally  accorded  it,  and  it  will  also  be  noticed  that 
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severe  comment  on  Scotland's  continued  obduracy  is 
freely  meted  out  by  the  writers  of  many  jurisdictions  to 
the  south  of  us.  If  the  Companions  of  Western  Austra- 
lia had  practised  irregular  working  or  in  its  methods  of 
government  had  exceeded  the  recognized  proprieties, 
there  would  be  no  hesitation  in  lining  up  in  support  of 
Scotland's  attitude,  but,  as  intimated  in  your  Commit- 
tee's previous  report,  everything  was  done  decently  an 
in  order  and  the  benefit  of  being  in  closer  touch  with  the 
seat  of  government  than  that  provided  by  a  distance  of 
eighteen  thousand  miles,  is  already  stimulating  our 
Companions  at  the  antipodes  to  enthusiastic  work. 
Moreover  Scotland  has  maintained  an  unbroken  silence 
on  this  matter  in  the  interval. 

In  a  letter  from  Perth  addressed  to  your  Committee 
by  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  Comp.  Horace  B.  Joseph,  he  says: 

"  I  can  assure  you  that  recognition  from  your  Grand 
Chapter  would  be  appreciated  by  the  Grand  body  for 
which  I  act.  I  have  just  received  notification  that  our 
second  application  to  Scotland  has  been  refused.  We 
trust,  however,  that  the  various  Grand  bodies  to  which 
we  have  applied  will  note  the  regularity  of  our  Consti- 
tion  and  deal  with  us  on  our  own  merits,  and  as  to  what 
those  merits  are  you  will  be  in  sufficient  position  to  judge 
by  perusal  of  the  correspondence  attached  to  the  report 
you  have  just  reviewed." 

Your  Committee  having  viewed  the  position  in  all  its 
bearings,  would  therefore  recommend,  and  without  pre. 
judice  to  the  attitude  assumed  by  the  mother  Grand 
Chapters,  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada,  hereby  accords  fraternal  recognition  to  the 
Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Western  Australia 
and  that  the  request  of  the  latter  body  for  an  interchange 
of  representatives  be  acceded  to. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Geo.  J.  Bennett, 

Chairman. 
It  was  moved  by  R.  E.   Comp.  Geo.  J.   Bennett,  sec- 
onded by  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Mac  Watt,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  supplementary  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Correspondence  be  received  and  adopted. 
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GRIEVANCES  AND  APPEALS. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z. ,  Officers  and  Members 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  : 

Your  Committee  on  Grievances  and  Appeals  begs  to 
report  : 

The  only  case  before  it  is  that  of  Rossland  Chapter 
No.  122,  vs.  Comp.  Dan.  Bruhn.  The  charge  is  one  of 
fraud  and  conspiracy  and  leaving  his  Companions  re- 
sponsible for  his  conduct.  He  was  tried  by  his  Chapter 
on  the  4th  day  of  June  last,  and  found  guilty.  He  was 
then  suspended  indefinitely  and  recommended  to  Grand 
Chapter  for  expulsion.  Your  Committee  recommends 
that  Comp  Bruhn  be  summoned  to  appear  before  Grand 
Chapter  at  its  next  annual  convocation  to  show  cause 
why  he  should  not  be  expelled  from  Capitular  Masonry  for 
his  offences. 

The  Constitution  requires  amending  in  this  connec- 
tion. This  Companion  should  have  been  summoned  to 
this  convocation  and  a  year's  time  saved,  had  constitu- 
tion so  provided.  Your  Committee  recommends  that 
notice  be  given  at  this  convocation  to  so  amend  the 
Constitution. 

D.  F.  Mac  Watt,  Chairman. 
Toronto,  22nd  January,  1908. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Mac  Watt,  seconded  by 
R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  Moore,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Grievances 
and  Appeals  be  received  and  adopted. 

GRAND  Z.'s  ADDRESS. 

To  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  and  Companions  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada  : 

The  Executive  Committee  have  the  honor  to  present 
the  following  report  on  the  address  of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand 
First  Principal. 

Your  Committee  desire  to  express  their  regret  that  the 
M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.,  through  illness,  was  not  able  to  carry 
.  J 
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out  his  plans  regarding  ihe  visitation  of  the  many  Chap- 
ters in  the  western  and  north  western  portions  of  our 
jurisdiction,  which  we  are  assured,  would  be  of  great  value 
to  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  and  we  express  our  gratitude  to 
the  Most  High  for  his  care  of  our  M.  E.  Grand  Z.,  in  re- 
storing him  to  health  and  strength. 

We  also  express  our  great  satisfaction  for  the  work 
performed  and  many  visits  made  during  the  year  which 
has  been  an  incentive  to  these  Chapters,  and  we  con- 
gratulate the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  upon  the  work  he  has 
been  able  to  accomplish,  which  is  shown  by  the  large 
increase  in  membership  and  the  many  new  Chapters 
opened. 

The  Committee  express  their  sympathy  with  the 
relatives  and  friends  of  the  Companions  who  have  been 
called  "into  rest"  since  our  last  Grand  Convocation. 
We  recommend  that  memorial  pages  be  placed  in  the 
Grand  Chapter  proceedings  to  the  memory  of  our  M.  E. 
Companions  Wm.  Roaf,  Past  Grand  First  Principal,  and 
Hugh  Murray,  Grand  Secretary  ;  R.  E.  Companions  J. 
Earl  Halliwell,  Grand  J. ;  N.  W.  Cleary,  M.D.,  Renfrew  ; 
John  G.  Rousseau,  Niagara  ;  Duncan  Bole,  Sault  Ste. 
Marie  ;  John  Hetherington,  Toronto  ;  George  Gale. 
Brockville.  We  concur  in  all  the  expressions  of  sym- 
pathy made  by  our  Grand  First  Principal  in  his  report. 

The  sympathy  of  Grand  Chapter  is  extended  to  our 
sister  Grand  Chapters  in  their  severe  loss  through  the 
deaths  of  the  many  M.  E.  and  R.  E.  Companions  of  such 
Grand  Chapters  as  recorded  in  the  address  of  the  Grand  Z. 

The  Committee  express  satisfaction  with  the  action 
taken  by  the  Grand  Z.  in  procuring  new  regalia  for  the 
Grand  Council. 

We  also  concur  in  the  rulings  given  during  the 
year  and  approve  of  the  action  of  the  Grand  Z.  in 
granting  the  dispensations  referred  to  in  his  report 
great  care  being  exercised  in  such  cases. 

The  Committee  agree  with  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z. 
that  the  offices  of  Scribe  E.  and  Treasurer  in  a  private 
Chapter  should  not  be  held  by  the  same  Companion. 
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The  Committee  have  pleasure  in  endorsing  the  action 
of  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  in  his  selection  of  Grand  Re- 
presentatives to  represent  foreign  jurisdictions  in  this 
Grand  Chapter. 

We  note  with  pleasure  the  loyalty  of  the  Companions 
in  the  far  western  portion  of  our  jurisdiction  and  express 
the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Chapter  to  those  distinguished 
Companions  who  have  labored  so  diligently  and  unsel- 
fishly in  the  advancement  of  our  Royal  Craft. 

The  expression  of  our  M.  E.  Grand  Z.  in  reference  to 
the  Grand  Superintendents  is  f ally  concurred  in  by  the 
Committee.  Their  labors  are  always  a  great  source  of 
strength  to  the  Royal  Craft. 

We  consider  that  the  action  taken  by  the  Committee 
in  reference  to  the  j  .ibilee  year,  and  referred  to  by  the 
M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.,  merits  the  approval  of  this  Grand 
Chapter.  The  medal  struck  and  furnished  the  Com- 
panions is  unique  and  beautiful  while  the  historical 
sketch  given  at  the  Convocation  and  to  be  included  in 
the  proceedings  of  Grand  Chapter  is  and  will  be  of  value. 

The  Committee  in  considering  the  necessity  of  chang- 
ing the  date  for  holding  the  Grand  Chapter  and  noting  the 
reasons  assigned  by  the  M.  E.  Grand  Z.  would  recom- 
mend that  the  Annual  Convocation  be  held  in  either  the 
months  of  March  or  April  instead  of  at  present  in 
January. 

Your  Committee  has  had  before  it  the  resolution  of 
Mount  Horeb  Chapter  No.  20,  Brantford,  praying  that 
the  rank  of  Past  First  Principal  Z.  be  conferred  upon  a 
Companion  who  some  years  ago  had  served  as  Second 
Principal  H.,  but  cannot  depart  from  the  principle  laid 
down  by  this  Committee  in  similar  cases  formerly  and 
approved  by  Grand  Chapter,  that  only  cases  of  Compan- 
ions who  held  rank  under  conditions  of  many  years  ago 
which  gave  them  permanent  membership  in  Grand 
Chapter,  could  then,  or  henceforth,  be  considered. 

Your  Committee  notes  with  pleasure  the  reference 
made  in  regard  to  the  work  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.     There 
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is  none  better  and  the  hope  is  re-echoed  that  he  may- 
be long  spared  to  serve  the  interests  of  this  Grand 
Chapter. 

We  join  with  the  M.  E.  Grand  Z.  in  his  timely  closing 
words  regarding  the  jubilee  anniversary,  its  effects  upon 
our  thoughts  and  actions,  and  congratulate  Grand  Chap- 
ter upon  having  such  a  ruler  in  this  our  semi-centennial 
year. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  Ross  Robertson, 

Chairman. 

It  was  moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Ross  Robertson, 
seconded  by  M.  E.  Comp.  A.  Shaw,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Grand 
Z's  address  be  received  and  adopted. 

PRINCE  OF  WALES  CHAPTER,  No.  71. 

To  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.   and  Companions  of  Grand 
Chapter  : 

Your  special  Committee  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Grand  Z.'s  address  beg  to  report  in  the  matter  of  alleged 
irregularities  practiced  by  Prince  of  Wales  Chapter,  No. 
71,  Amherstburg. 

The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  having  referred  this  matter 
to  the  Committee  for  examination  and  report,  the  Com- 
mittee after  a  perusal  of  the  papers  in  the  case,  more 
particularly  the  letter  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  dated  the 
2nd  day  of'October  last  and  the  report  of  the  Grand  Sup- 
erintendent of  St.  Clair  District,  No.  1,  bearing  date  the 
14th  day  of  November  last,  fully  sympathize  with  the 
feelings  of  astonishment  and  indignation  of  the  M.  E. 
the  Grand  Z.,  as  expressed  in  that  letter.  TheyT  also  find 
from  the  perusal  of  the  report  of  the  Grand  Superintend- 
ent that  for  the  eight  years  previous  to  the  date  of  the 
said  report,  that  Prince  of  Wales  Chapter,  No.  71,  has 
permitted  the   degree   of  P.    M.    to   be   worked  in  their 
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Chapter  room  either  by  visiting  Companions  from  the 
United  States  or  by  Companions  of  the  Chapter  who  had 
received  the  degree  in  the  irregular  manner  mentioned  in 
said  report. 

The  Committee  cannot  recognize  the  distinction  at- 
tempted to  be  made  by  clauses  "a"  and  "b"  of  the  report 
of  the  Grand  Superintendent,  as  in  their  judgment  the 
administering  of  the  obligation  in  the  Chapter  and  the 
communicating  of  the  secrets  of  the  degree  constitute 
the  conferring  of  the  degree.  This  has  apparently  been 
done  to  the  knowledge  of  the  several  E.  Z.'s  who  have 
ruled  the  Chapter  for  the  last  eight  years. 

The  report  is  defective  in  not  stating  whether  the 
Companions  administering  the  obligation  were  of  the 
rank  to  entitle  them  to  administer  any  obligation.  If 
your  Committee  could  in  so  serious  a  matter  infer  any- 
thing, it  would  be  that  Companions  without  any  rank 
have  been  engaged  in  those  irregular  proceedings.  It  is 
difficult  for  your  Committee  to  understand  how  any 
First  Principal  after  taking  his  obligation  at  installation 
could  permit  such  irregular  proceedings  to  take  place  in 
his  presence. 

Your  Committee  had  it  in  contemplation  to  recom- 
mend that  the  M.  E.  Grand  Z.  should  have  the  matter 
more  fully  enquired  into  so  that  the  guilty  Com- 
panions might  be  discovered,  and  then  that  such  Com- 
panions should  be  dealt  with  as  he  may  think  best  in  the 
interest  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  but  the  expressions  of 
eontrition  from  the  representatives  of  the  Chapter  and 
their  solemn  assurance  that  it  will  not  transgress  again 
have  prevailed. 

Your  Committee  therefore  recommend  that  this 
report  be  read  in  open  Chapter  by  the  Grand  Superin- 
tendent, the  Companions  being  apprised  by  circular  of 
his  intention,  and  that  the  reprimand  be  accompanied 
by  a  warning  that  a  future  similar  breach  of  fidelity 
on  the  part  of  Prince  of  Wales  Chapter  No.  71,  or  any 
other  Chapter  under  this  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand 
body  will  entail  immediate  arrest  of   the  charter. 
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Your  Committee  cannot  recognize  the  excuse  attempt- 
ed to  be  made  in  the  report,  as  ample  provision  has  been 
made  by  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the  adjoining  States  of 
Michigan,  Ohio  and  New  York,  for  conferring  the  degree 
on  visiting  Companions.  This  courteous  action  on  their 
part  is  greatly  appreciated  by  this  Grand  Chapter  and 
imperatively  demands  that  none  of  the  Companions  of 
this  Grand  Chapter  shall  be  allowed  to  impose  upon  said 
Grand  Chapters  by  presenting  themselves  as  visitors 
entitled  to  their  hospitality,  when  they  have  not  in  fact 
the  requisite  degree. 

Your  Committee  further  recommend  that  the 
attention  of  the  Grand  High  Priests  of  the  Grand 
Chapters  of  States  contiguous  to  this  jurisdiction  be 
directed  to  the  matter  by  the  Grand  Scribe  E . 

Fraternally  submitted, 

John  E.   Harding, 

Chairman. 

It  was  moved  by  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  E.  Harding,  seconded 
by  R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  Moore,  and 

Resolved. — That  the  special  report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Grand  Z's  Address  having  reference  to  the  matter  of  Prince 
of  Wales  Cha  ter,  No.  71,  be  received  and  adopted. 

ROAF  MEMORIAL. 

To  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 

of  Canada  : 

Companions, — Your  Committee  to  whom  was  en- 
trusted the  carrying  out  of  the  provisions  of  a  resolution 
adopted  unanimously  at  the  last  Annual  Convocation 
and  by  which  a  practical  tribute  of  Grand  Chapter's 
appreciation  of  the  zealous  work  of  the  devoted  Com- 
panion who  presided  over  the  Royal  Craft  in  this  juris- 
diction for  the  previous  two  years,  was  to  be  procured 
and  presented,  beg  to  report. 


ANNUAL   CONVOCATION,  TORONTO,  1908  151 

That  ere  its  members  had  arranged  to  convene  for  a 
discussion  of  the  matter,  He  who  rules  all  things  wisely 
and  well,  summoned  our  beloved  Companion  Willliam 
Roaf,  P.  G.  Z.,  to  a  higher  and  greater  reward  and  the 
familiar  stalwart  personality  with  whom  we  were  all  so 
well  acquainted  and  had  learned  to  love,  now  sleeps  in  the 
silent  God's  acre  at  Vancouver. 

In  Committee,  the  suggestion  was  offered  that,  in  lieu 
of  what  would  otherwise  have  been  to  our  living  Com- 
panion a  gratifying  souvenir  of  his  useful  official  life  in 
Grand  Chapter,  we  erect  over  the  last  resting  place  of 
our  departed  and  lamented  Companion,  a  monument  in 
granite  to  perpetuate  his  memory  and  our  appreciation 
of  his  Stirling  virtues. 

This  suggestion  when  submitted  to  the  bereaved 
widow  and  only  son,  appealed  to  them  favorably  and 
was  most  gracefully  accepted.  The  order  was  placed 
with  a  sculptor  of  the  city  in  which  our  dear  Companion 
died  and  at  last  report  the  work  was.  nearing  completion. 

Trusting  that  the  action  of  your  Committee  in  this 
matter  will  receive  the  endorsation  of  Grand  Chapter 
this  report  is  fraternally  submitted. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Geo.  Moore, 

Grand  H. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  Moore,  seconded 
by  M.  E.  Comp.  W.  G.  Reid,  and 

Resolved, — That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Roaf  Memorial  be  received  and  adopted. 

COMMITTEE    OF    BENEVOLENCE 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  J.  Bennett,  second- 
ed by  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  E.  Harding,  and 

Resolved, — That  R.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Nixon  be  continued  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Benevolence  for  the  term  of 
three  years. 
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The  following  Companions  comprise  the  Committee 
on  Benevolence  and  are  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  Grand  Chapter  for  their  respective 
terms  : 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  E.  Harding  retires  in 1909 

M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Ross  Robertson  retires  in . .  .  .1910 
R.  E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Nixon  retires  in- 1911 

THE    MINIMUM    FEE. 

In  accordance  with  notice  given  at  last  Annual  Convo- 
cation by  the  late  M.  E.  Comp.  Murray,  it  was  moved 
by  M.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  Gibson,  seconded  by  R.  E.  Comp. 
Aubrey  White,  and 

Resolved, — That  section  58  of  the  Constitution  be  amended 
by  substituting  the  word  "twenty"  in  the  fourth  line,  for  the 
word  "ten." 

GRAND    JANITOR'S     ALLOWANCE. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith, 
seconded  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  Moore,  and 

Resolved, — That  section  60  of  the  Constitution  be  amended 
by  substituting  the  word  "ten"  for  the  word  "five"  in  the  second 
last  line. 

NEXT    PLACE    OF    MEETING. 

Toronto  and  Niagara  Falls  were  put  in  nomination 
for  the  next  Annual  Convocation.  Toronto  was  de- 
clared to  be  the  choice  of  Grand  Chapter  by  a  large 
majority. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

The  election  of  officers  was  then  proceeded  with. 
The  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z.  having  appointed  R.  E.  Comp. 
J.  B.  Nixon  as  chairman  of  the  scrutineers  of  the  ballot, 
the  results  of  the  elections  were  declared  as  follows  : 

M.  E.  Comp.  John  Leslie,  Winnipeg,  Grand  Z. 

R.  E.  Comp.  George  Moore,  Hamilton,  Grand  H. 

R.  E.  Comp.  Fred.  W.  Harcourt,  Toronto,        Grand  J. 

Grand  Chapter  was  then  called  off  to  enable  the 
districts  to  select  their  Grand  Superintendents  for  the 
ensuing  year. 
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Grand  Chapter  resumed  labor,  when  the  following 
nominations  were  submitted  to  the  M.  E.  the  Grand  Z. 
who  was  pleased  to  approve  in  each  case  and  the  selec- 
tions were  confirmed. 


GRAND  SUPERINTENDENTS. 


E.  Comp.  H.  A.  Hackett,  Amherstburg 
E.  W.  Honsinger,  St.  Thomas 
W.  R.  McCormack,  Brantford 
J.  K.Walker,  Berlin 
W.  M.    Stark,  Acton 
E.  Miller,  Kincardine 
Evan  E.  Fraser,  Niagara  Falls 

D.  A.  Clark,  M.D.,  Uxbridge 
G.  W.  Bruce,  Collingwood 
W.  Bellamy,  Colborne 

E.  J.  Walters,  Napanee 
Geo.  B.  Magee,  Merrickville 
E.  G.  Shane,  Ottawa 
J.  S.  Gill,  Sudbury 
W.  D.  Bentley,  Winnipeg 
A.  McC.  Creery,  Vancouver 
L.  T.  McDonald,  Regina 
Fred.  Irvine,  Nelson 


St.  Clair     Dist 

.  No.     i 

London 

2 

Wilson 

3 

Wellington 

4 

Hamilton 

5 

Huron 

6 

Niagara 

7 

Toronto 

8 

Georgian 

9 

Ontario 

IO 

Pr.  Edward     ' 

ii 

St.  Lawrence  ' 

12 

Ottawa 

13 

Algoma 

14 

Manitoba 

15 

B.  Columbia    ' 

16 

Alberta 

17 

Kootenay 

18 

The  election  of  Grand  officers  was  then    resumed, 


with  the  following  results 


Grand  Scribe  E. 
Grand  Scribe  N. 
Grand  Treasurer. 


R.E.  Comp.  Geo.  J.  Bennett,  Toronto, 
R.E.  Comp.  Walter  H.  Blight,  Toronto, 
M.E.  Comp.  Wm.  Gibson,  Beamsville, 
R.E.  Comp.  Fred.  L.  Newman,  Portage 

La  Prairie, 
R.E.  Comp.  Urban  A.  Buchner,  London,  Grand  Registrar. 
Comp.  Jas.  M.  Pritchard,  Toronto,  Grand  Janitor 


Grand  Prin.  Sojourner' 


The   following   Companions   were   elected    members 
of  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year  : 

R.E.  Comp.  Aubrey  White Toronto. 

R.E.  Comp.  W.  S.  R.  Murch Kingston. 

R.E.  Comp.  D.  F.  MacWatt Sarnia. 

R.E.  Comp.  Henry  T.  Smith Toronto. 

R.E.  Comp.  William  Forbes Grimsby. 

NOTICES  OF  MOTION. 

By  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  MacWatt  :— That  at  the  next 
Annual    Convocation  he  will  move  that  See.  6  of  the 
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Constitution  be  amended,  by  erasing  the  word  "January" 
in  the  second  line  thereof  and  substituting  the  word 
"  February." 

By  R.  E.  Comp.  D.  F.  Mac  Watt  : — "  That  at  the  next 
Annual  Convocation  he  will  move  that  the  Constitution 
be  amended  as  follows  :  Insert  between  Sees.  82  and  83 
a  new  section  to  be  numbered  83a. 

"  When  a  subordinate  Chapter  recommends  to 
Grand  Chapter  that  a  Companion  be  expelled, 
the  recommendation  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Grand 
Scribe  E.  at  least  ten  days  before  the  next  Annual 
Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter,  to  be  laid  before 
the  Executive  Committee,  which  shall  report  thereon 
to  Grand  Chapter.  Should  the  report  confirm 
such  recommendation  and  be  adopted  by  Grand  Chap- 
ter, the  Companion  shall  be  summoned  to  appear  before 
the  Executive  Committee  and  Grand  Chapter  at  the 
next  Annual  Convocation  thereof  to  show  cause  why 
he  should  not  be  expelled,  and  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, when  the  matter  comes  up  for  consideration, 
shall  recommend  to  Grand  Chapter  such  action  in  the 
matter  as  may  seem  just  or  expedient.  Should  such 
recommendation  and  papers  reach  the  Grand  Scribe 
E.  in  sufficient  time  to  admit  of  the  service  upon  the 
convicted  Companion,  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  shall 
serve  a  ten  days'  notice  upon  him  at  his  last  known 
address,  requiring  him  to  show  cause  at  the  next  Annual 
Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  why  he  should  not  be  ex- 
pelled for  his  offence." 

By  V.  E.  Comp.  Chas.  H.  Dee  :— That  the  present 
district  of  Alberta  be  divided,  the  province  of  that  name 
retaining  its  old  title  and  number,  that  the  province  of 
Saskatchewan  be  a  distinct  district  to  be  known  as 
Saskatchewan  District,  No.  19,  and  that  the  Constitution 
be  amended  in  accordance  with  the  above. 

INSTALLATION  OF  OFFICERS. 

M.  E.  Comp.  A.  Shaw,  assisted  by  the  M.  E.  Comp. 
J.  Ross  Robertson,  then  proceeded  with  the  installation 
and  investiture   of  the   newly-elected  officers  of   Grand 
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Chapter,  who  were  proclaimed  and  saluted  according  to 
ancient  custom. 


VOTE  OF  THANKS. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  E.  Comp.  William  Forbes, 
seconded  by  M.  E.  Comp.  William  Gibson,  a,nd 

Resolved, — That  the  cordial  thanks  of  this  Grand  Chapter 
are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  the  Toronto  Masonic  Hall 
Trust  for  the  use  of  the  rooms,  and  to  the  Companions  of  the 
Toronto  Chapters,  for  their  kindly  attention  and  fraternal  re- 
ception to  the  officers  and  members  of  Grand  Chapter,  as  well 
as  for  the  arrangements  made  for  the  Fiftieth  Annual  Con- 
vocation of  this  Grand  body. 

APPOINTMENTS  TO  OFFICE. 

The  following  appointments  by  the  M.  E.  the  Grand 
Z.  were  subsequently  announced  : 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

R.E.  Comp.  W.  T.  Toner Collingwood. 

R.E.  Comp.  Oliver  Ellwood London. 

R.E.  Comp.  D.  H.  Mcintosh,  M.D Carleton  Place 

R.E.  Comp.  Robt.  J.  Craig Cobourg. 

R.E.  Comp.  Geo.  M.  Gibbs Vancouver. 


ASSISTANT  OFFICERS. 

V.  E.  Comp.  H.E.W.Tamlyn,  Wingham 
Edward  Porter,  Hamilton 
R.E.        "       Jas.  B.  Nixon,  Toronto 
V.E.  J.  G.  Harkness,  Cornwall 

Rich.  Sloggett,  Niagara  Falls 
M.  A.  McLaren,  Carleton  PI. 
Beattie  Patterson,  Ingersoll 
C.  Clapp  Spencer,  Picton 
L.  Herbt.  Luke,  Toronto 
Geo.  McBeth,  Strathroy 
W.  A.  Chisholm,  Oakville 
Chas.  H.  Dee,  Calgary 
G.  W.  Glendenan,M.D.,  To.  Jn. 
G.  H.  Nairn,  Windsor 
John  Wemyss,  Neepawa 
Robt.  S.  Cull,  Guelph 
W.  J.  H.  Holmes,  Kaslo,  B.C. 
R.  R.  MacLeod,  Lucknow 
Clive  A. Staples,  Cumber'd,  B.C 
Geo.  H.  Hair,  Meaford 
T.  T.  Stephenson,  Rainy  River 
G.  W.  Sutherland,  Welland 


Grand  Sen.  Sojourne 
Jun.  Sojourner 
Lecturer 
Sword  Bearer 
Mas.  of  ist  Veil 
Mas.  of  2nd  Veil 
Mas.  of  3rd  Veil 
Mas.  of  4th  Veil 
Standard  Bear'r 
Dir.  of  Cere'm'se 
Organist 
Pursuivant 
Steward 
Steward 
Steward 
Steward 
Steward 
Steward 
Steward 
Steward 
Steward 
Steward 
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The  labors  of  Grand  Chapter  being  ended,   it  was 
closed  in  AMPLE  FORM  at  5.30  j).  M. 


Grand  Scribe  E. 


Toronto,  January  22nd,  1908. 


/V^s, 


Semicentennial  Souvenir. 
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"OUR    JUBILEE" 

At  noon,  when  Grand  Chapter  was  called  from  labor, 
the  three  hundred  Companions  present  repaired  to  the 
banquetting  hall  on  invitation  of  the  Toronto  Chapters, 
where  the  hospitality  of  members  of  which  had  prepared 
an  ample  and  appetising  luncheon. 

M.  E.  Comp.  John  Leslie,  Grand  Z.,  presided,  and 
having  honored  "The  King  and  the  Royal  Craft,"  gave 
amid  much  enthusiasm,  the  toast  of  the  occasion, 
"Our  Jubilee." 

To  this  he  requested  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  Ross  Robertson, 
P.  G.  Z.,  Historian  of  the  Craft  in  this  jurisdiction,  to 
respond.  The  M.  E.  Companion  complied  by  delivering 
the  following  interesting 

ADDRESS 

On  the  Origin  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree,  the  History 
of  the  Provincial  Grand  Chapters  of  Canada  and 
of   the    Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

To  begin  at  the  beginning  is  an  excellent  suggestion  to  the 
historian  who  may  be  asked  to  turn  into  manuscript  a  readable 
history  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  whether  it  be  the  origin  of  the 
degree  itself  or  a  history  of  the  organizations  that  in  this  part  of 
the  North  American  continent  had  charge  of  the  Royal  work, 
when  it  was  brought  from  the  motherland  by  forefathers,  over 
whom  a  century  and  a  half  ago  our  burial  rites  were  read  and  our 
funeral  psalms  were  sung. 

History,  it  is  said,  makes  haste  to  record  great  deeds  but 
often  neglects  good  deeds.  So  be  it  said  that  the  neglect  of  those 
whose  duty  it  was  to  place  on  record  the  grand  work  that  has 
been  accomplished  for  the  Royal  Craft  in  Canada,  merits  the 
observation,  made  in  the  true  spirit  of  fraternity,  that  this  ne- 
glect did  a  grave  injustice  to  those  who  toiled  in  the  quarries, 
who  earned  their  wage  and  who  found  the  keystone  of  the  arch 
that  holds  together  forever  and  a  day,  degrees  that  are  cherished 
in  every  part  of  the  English  speaking  Masonic  world. 

But  I  am  not  here  at  this  hour  of  high  noon  to  find  fault  with 
the  shortcomings  of  those  who  have  gone  before,  but  rather  to 
pay  a  tribute  to  their  good  work,  so  that  we  may  emulate  their 
example,  and  even  at  this  late  hour  tell  my  Companions  of  the 
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building  up  of  a  structure  that  has  at  least  in  this  part  of  the 
empire  been  so  reared  that  it  will  stand  as  long  as  time  endures. 

And  yet  as  a  chronicler  of  Masonic  history  I  am  free  to  admit 
that  those  who  should  have  told  the  story  of  the  Royal  Craft  up 
to  the  period  of  fifty  years  ago,  labored  under  many  disadvan- 
tages, for  records,  especially  those  of  the  Royal  work,  were  not 
kept  so  well  as  those  of  the  Craft  lodges,  and  even  those 
relating  to  the  three  degrees  had  not  the  care  that  they  deserved. 

Many  a  time  I  am  asked  to  talk  on  Craft  history  by  my 
brethren  who  seem  to  think  it  is  just  as  easy  for  me  to  speak  on 
not  only  Craft,  but  Capitular  work,  as  it  is  to  write  paragraphs 
for  a  daily  newspaper.  But  such  demands  on  my  store  of  know- 
ledge of  what  our  fathers  in  Masonry  did  a  hundred  years  ago, 
are  scarcely  reasonable. 

Sixteen  years  of  continuous  labor,  days  of  work  on  my  jour- 
neys by  sea  and  land,  nights  of  toil  when  my  brethren  were  en- 
joying the  golden  dew  of  sleep,  fell  to  my  lot  before  I  gave  my 
brethren  of  the  Craft  my  History  of  Freemasonry  in  Canada. 

But  I  am  limited  in  time  and  I  must  not  indulge  in  even  a 
suggestion  that  my  labors  of  the  past  in  respect  to  such  work  and 
in  writing  history,  have  been  a  burden,  for  it  has  not  been. 
Work  that  is  a  drudgery  cannot  be  successful. 

My  work  seems  to  have  been  born  with  me.  I  sometimes 
venture  the  thought  that  if,  as  I  believe,  The  Great  Architect  of 
the  Universe  who  governs  all  things,  has  so  directed  that  the  his- 
tory of  our  fraternity  in  all  its  branches,  is  to  be  placed  on 
paper  by  my  pen,  He  certainly  has  in  that  regard  a  worker 
faithful  to  His  command,  one  whose  shortcomings  in  other 
lines  are  certainly  many,  yes,  very  many,  but  who  in  this 
mission  of  to-day,  has  tried  to  be  as  true  to  his  duty  as  the 
needle  is  in  pointing  to  the  polar  star. 

It  is  fitting  on  this,  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  this  Grand 
Chapter,  that  before  delving  into  the  origin  of  the  Royal  Arch 
degree  and  of  those  who  have  had  care  of  it  in  this  Dominion 
for  the  past  century,  it  will  be  well  to  refresh  your  minds  with 
a  brief  reference  to  Craft  history  which  of  course  as  the  foundation 
of  our  system  had  its  beginnings  many  years  before  the  era  of  the 
Royal  Arch. 

It  is  impossible  to  decide  when  speculative  Masonry,  that 
is  the  Masonry  we  practice  to-day,  just  began,  but  it  was  certainly 
centuries  before  the  Grand  Lodge  era  of  171 7.  Neither  can  we 
find  any  evidence  of  the  starting  of  the  operative  or  workman's 
society  which  preceded  our  speculative  society.  The  specula- 
tive body  had  evidently  an  ecclesiastical  origin,  as  the  gifted 
Hughan,  one  of  the  best  informed  and  highest  authorities  in  the 
world,  has  proved  by  the  parchment  rolls  on  which  were  in- 
scribed the  "old  charges,"  for  as  he  says  they  are  "the  title  deeds 
of  our  inheritance."     The    existing    "old    charges"    or    rolls    of 
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parchment,  date  back  to  the  fourteenth  century,  and  by  tradi- 
tion many  centuries  earlier,  so  that  they  have  an  antiquity 
of  at  least  a  thousand  years  and  from  that  period  down  to  the 
formation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  early  in  the  18th 
century  these  "charges"  were  read  to  apprentices  in  the  opera- 
tive's society  for  the  guidance  and  inspiration  of  the  workmen, 
and  evidently  to  speculative  members  also. 

The  first  trace  of  the  presence  of  a  speculative  brother  in  a 
lodge  is  in  1600,  from  which  time  the  records  show  that  noble- 
men were  admitted,  and  in  some  lodges  members  of  this  class 
were  in  a  majority,  or  held  their  assemblies   all  to    themselves. 

The  record  of  the  Masons  Company  or  guild  in  London,  one 
of  the  old  operative  societies,  show  that  it  had  a  speculative  lodge 
under  its  wing,  brethren  who  were  "accepted"  Masons,  while 
the  operatives,  that  is,  those  members  of  the  company  proper, 
were  "Freemasons." 

Let  me  just  state  that  the  combination  of  the  words  Free 
and  Accepted  were  not  known  in  print  before  the  Grand  Lodge 
era  of  171 7. 

Then  came  about  the  separation  of  the  membership  in  the 
operative  lodges,  for  the  power  of  the  operatives  in  the  lodges 
gradually  became  less,  the  result  being  that  members  of  both 
classes  organized  in  171 7  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Engand.  This 
organization  became  prosperous,  and  about  1720  Ireland  formed 
its   Grand  Lodge,  followed  by  Scotland  in  1736. 

Masonry  is  divided  into  branches,  one  an  operative  art  prac- 
tised by  the  free  stonemasons  of  the  middle  ages,  and  the  other  a 
speculative  science  as  practised  in  our  lodges  to-day.  So  that 
Masonry  is  a  speculative  science  founded  upon  an  operative  art. 

The  first  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  the  mother  Grand  Lodge, 
was  formed,  as  stated,  in  171 7,  a  second  Grand  Lodge  was  started 
in  York  in  1725,  a  third  Grand  Lodge  was  started  in  London  in 
1 75 1  and  called  the  "Grand  Lodge  of  England  according  to  the  Old 
Constitutions,"  or  as  it  is  better  known,  the  "Athol"  Grand 
Lodge.  Then  in  1779  a  fourth  Grand  Lodge  arose  owing  to  a 
disagreement  between  the  members  of  the  mother  Grand  Lodge 
of  1 717. 

In  1905  Bro.  Henry  Sadler  announced  his  discovery  of 
another  "  Supreme  Grand  Lodge — 1770-5,"  in  the  Metropolis, 
mainly  supported  by  Scottish  brethren  resident  in  London. 

Of  these  five  Grand  Lodges  those  of  1725-1770  and  1779 
passed  away  and  in  181 3  the  mother  Grand  Lodge  of  171 7  and 
the  Athol  Grand  Lodge  of  1751  were  blended  in  the  present 
United  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  and  this  body  defined  Ancient 
Craft  Masonry  as  consisting  of  the  three  Craft  degrees  "includ- 
ing the  Holy  Royal  Arch." 

When  Masonry  was  introduced  into  the  United  States  is 
uncertain,  possibly  in  the  17th  century,  but  no  evidence  exists 
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on  the  subject  that  is  at  all  reliable  until  1729-30.  Records 
of  the  first  lodge  traced,  dating  from  1731,  have  been  found  in 
Philadelphia,  and  on  the  24th  June,  1732,  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Pennsylvania  was  organized,  but  under  what  authority  has 
not  transpired,  probably  under  what  is  known  as  "time 
immemorial  rights." 

Masonry  was  introduced  into  Massachusetts  in  April,  1733, 
and  the  same  year  St.  John's  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  was  formed 
in  Boston,  under  the  auspices  of  the  regular  Grand  Lodge  of 
England. 

Masonry  was  introduced  into  Canada  by  Bro.  Erasmus 
James  Phillips,  of  Annapolis  Royal,  nephew  of  Gov.  Phillips  of 
Nova  Scotia.  Erasmus  Phillips  was  an  officer  in  a  British  regi- 
ment, and  visited  Boston  in  Nov.,  1737,  when  he  was  initiated 
in  a  lodge  known  as  "the  second  lodge,"  in  Boston.  Between 
that  date  and  April,  1739,  Bro.  Phillips  under  the  authority  of 
Henry  Price,  Provincial  Grand  Master  of  New  England  at 
Boston,  established  a  Craft  lodge  at  Annapolis  Royal  in  Nova 
Scotia,  and  was  W.  M.  of  the  lodge  for  many  years. 

In  1760  Col.  Simon  Fraser  of  the  78th  Highlanders  was 
Provincial  Grand  Master  of  Quebec  and  practically  of  Canada, 
and  had  at  least  seven  lodges  under  his  jurisdiction. 

In  1792  H.R.H.  Prince  Edward,  afterwards  the  Duke  of 
Kent,  was  appointed  Provincial  Grand  Master  of  Lower  Canada, 
and  William  Jarvis  of  Upper  Canada,  the  Grand  East  of  this 
Province  being  Niagara  up  to  1796  and  York  (Toronto)  from 
1 796-1 908.  Both  these  appointments  were  made  by  the  Ancient 
or  "Athol  "  Grand  Lodge  at  London.  Bro.  Jarvis  was  the 
first  Provincial  Secretary  of  Upper  Canada,  appointed  under  the 
Simcoe  government  of  1792. 

This  summary  of  Craft  history  is  necessary  as  preliminary 
to  that  of  the  Royal  Arch. 

No  one  has  so  far  been  able  to  trace  the  origin  of  the  Royal 
Arch  degree.  Hughan,  in  my  opinion,  is  right,  when  he  places 
the  origin  of  our  Royal  degree  at  about  the  fourth  decade  of  the 
eighteenth  century. 

The  degree  in  England  and  Scotland  differs  from  that  worked 
in  Ireland.  In  England  and  Scotland  the  three  chief  officers  are 
the  Z.,  H.,  and  J.  while  in  Ireland  it  is  K.,  H.P.,  and  Scribe.  In 
the  pioneer  days  of  the  Royal  Arch,  Canada  usually  followed  the 
United  States  nomenclature,  but  since  1857  it  has  returned 
to    that  of  England. 

It  is  claimed  that  a  book  of  Constitutions  dated  1722  was 
published  at  Brussels  which  legislated  for  the  Royal  Arch,  but 
Hughan  has  proved  that  the  work  is  simply  a  reproduction  of 
a  copy  of  the  "eld  charges,"  known  as  "  Robert's  MS."  printed 
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in  1722.  The  only  one  known  was  owned  by  the  late  Bro.  R. 
Spencer  of  London,  and  is  now  in  the  library  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Iowa. 

Then  there  is  a  work  on  "Long  Livers,"  of  1722  which  refers 
in  the  introduction  only  to  "brethren  of  the  higher  class  since 
you  are  but  few."     Hughan  calls  the  author  a  "dreamy  writer." 

In  the  Book  of  the  Constitutions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England  in  1723  is  the  expression  "The  whole  body  resembles  a 
well  built  Arch,"  but  these  and  other  references  are  alike  hazy 
and  indefinite  and  cannot  be  identified  as  referring  to  the  Royal 
Arch. 

A  Dublin  newspaper  gives  an  account  of  a  procession  at 
Youghal,  Ireland,  on  St.  John's  Day,  in  1743.  In  the  order  of  the 
procession  is  given  "Fourthly  the  Royal  Arch  carried  by  two 
excellent  Masons." 

My  esteemed  friend  and  Companion,  Dr.  W.  J.  Chetwode 
Crawley,  the  discoverer  of  this  reference  says  that  from  this 
"the  existence  of  the  Royal  Arch  is  implied."  He  adds  "as 
far  as  our  present  knowledge  goes,  this  is  the  earliest  reference 
to  the  Royal  Arch  under  that  name." 

It  is  not  explicit,  but  may  be  accepted  as  fairly  referring  to 
the  Royal  Arch,  especially  in  relation  to  the  "excellent  Masons" 
and  the  fact  that  the  degree  is  noted  in  print,  A.D.  1744,  as 
worked  in  Dublin  and  elsewhere  in  the  same  decade,  shows  that 
it  was  known'certainly  as 'early  as  1743. 

At  a"  meeting  of  the  Supreme  Chapter  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Scotland  in  18 18,  the  committee  appointed  for  arranging 
Chapters,  according  to  original  dates  of  meeting,  reported  Stirl- 
ing R.  A.  Chapter  as  dating  from  July  1743,  another  at  Montrose 
1765,  Banff  1766  and  Linlithgow  1788,  others  running  from 
1766-1817. 

A  copy  of  the  by-laws  of  Stirling  Chapter  in  1745  made  in 
1790,  shows  degrees  of  Excellent  and  Super-Excellent,  but 
Hughan  thinks  that  the  by-laws  were  more  likely  to  have  been 
made  in  1790,  and  except  for  the  report  of  the  committee,  he 
deems  the  evidence  as  not  quite  admissible. 

Firm  ground  is  obtained  in  1744  by  the  preservation  of  Dr. 
Dassigny's  "Serious  and  Impartial  Enquiry,"  published  in 
Dublin.  It  is  the  first  printed  work  that  refers  to  the  Royal 
Arch,  for  it  mentions  that  Dr.  Dassigny  had  been  informed 
that  in  the  city  of  York  in  England,  "is  held  an  assembly  of 
Master  Masons  under  the  title  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  that  the 
ceremony  was  supported  by  an  organized  boHy  Gf  men  who 
have  passed  the  chair." 

So  that  the  degree  was  known  in  York,  London  and  Dublin 
according  to  Dr.  Dassigny  from  about  1740. 
K 


162         GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

This  work  is  quoted  by  Lawrence  Dermott  in  1756,  and  he 
had  received  the  R.  A.  as  a  chair  degree,  for  he  was  exalted  in 
1746  in  Dublin. 

It  is  also  quoted  in  "A  Defence  of  Freemasonry,"  published 
in  London  in  1765,  and  was  reprinted  by  Bro.  Henry  Sadler,  one 
of  the  most  careful  and  accurate  of  our  Masonic  historians. 

In  the  minutes  of  the  Grand  Committee  of  the  Ancients,  or 
"Athol"  Grand  Lodge  it  is  stated  that  Dermott  in  1752  gave  a 
lecture  on  all  points  connected  with  "real  Masonry"  except  the 
"Royal  Arch,"  but  the  degree  is  alluded  to  in  the  records  of  the 
Ancients  in  March,  1752,  and  March,  1754,  for  it  is  written  that 
"The  Masters  of  the  Royal  Arch  to  be  summoned." 

Dermott  had  passed  away  some  years  before  the  union  of 
the  two  Grand  Lodges  in  18 13,  and  with  his  death  the  influence 
that  his  personality  and  magnetism  exercised,  perceptibly 
waned.  Whatever  claim  the  Royal  Arch  had  to  be  called  a 
"chair"  degree,  may  be  largely  attributed  to  him.  Its  useful- 
ness as  such,  did  not  appeal  later  either  to  his  old  friends  or  to  the 
members  of  the  original  Grand  Lodge,  for  the  articles  of  union 
took  no  cognizance  of  Dermott's  claim  to  the  qualification,  and 
pure  Ancient  Masonry  was  then  and  henceforth  declared  to  be 
the  E.  A.,  F.  C.  and  M.  M.,  including  the  Supreme  Order  of  the 
Holy  Royal  Arch.  From  that  day  in  18 13,  England  has  recog- 
nized nothing  between  the  Master  Mason  and  the  R.  A. 

The  oldest  minute  of  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter  in  existence  is 
dated  1753,  and  is  found  in  a  Chapter  under  the  wing  of  the 
Craft  lodge  at  Fredericksburg  in  Virginia,  where  "three  were 
raised  to  the  degree  of  Royal  Arch  Masons."  The  lodge  was  not 
chartered  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  until  1758. 

The  earliest  lodge  minute  in  England  is  dated  7th  April, 
1758,  at  Bristol,  when  a  proposition  is  recorded  "to  be  raised  to 
the  degree  of  Royal  Arch  and  accepted,"  and  on  the  17th  April, 
two  brethren  were  "raised  to  the  degree  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry." 
A  Chapter  warranted  in  Bristol  in  1769  is  still  working. 

The  R.  A.  degree  was  worked  at  York  in  England  in  1762, 
and  a  R.  A.  Chapter  met  in  London  from  1765,  and  even 
earlier,  as  the  by-laws  of  that  year  refer  "to  the  present  state 
of  the  Chapter." 

The  "Grand  Chapter  of  the  Royal  Arch  of  Jerusalem," 
"  Moderns,"  was  formed  in  London  in  July  1767  from  this  old 
Chapter  and  granted  warrants.  It  was  this  body  that  granted 
a  charter  to  Unity  Chapter  No.  19  at  Quebec,  on  nth  Feb., 
1780.  Companion  Anderson  of  Quebec  was  present.  This 
Chapter  was  not  on  the  roll  after  1796,  and  was  the  only 
one  at  that  date  on  the  register  for  Canada. 

Lt.-Col.  Carleton,  a  relative  of  Lord  Dorchester,  was  the 
Grand  Superintendent  in  1786  of  the  Province  of  Canada,  Nova 
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Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  Newfoundland  and  the  territories  de- 
pendent. He  was  the  most  energetic  Mason  of  his  time,  and  he 
did  good  work  for  the  fraternity  in  Quebec. 

Sir  John  Johnson  was  in  1788  appointed  to  succeed  on  the 
death  of  Comp.  Carleton,  but  he  did  not  do  much  work  for  the 
Craft. 

In  1782  a  Chapter  of  R.  A.  Masons  met  at  "The  Golden 
Ball  "  in  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia.  It  was  warranted  by  the 
Ancients  of  England,  and  worked  not  only  the  degrees  of  the 
Royal  Arch,  but  had  also  under  its  wing  a  warrant  for  an 
Encampment  of  Knights  Templars. 

There  were  eight  Chapters  working  under  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  England  in  Canada  prior  to  1857,  v^z  : — 

No.  214 St.  John's,  Quebec 1853 

No.  487 St.  Andrew's,  Toronto 1847 

No.  491 Ancient  Frontenac,  Kingston.  . .  1848 

No.  514,  now  374  .St.  Paul's,  Montreal 1827 

No.  643,  now  440  .Victoria,  Montreal 1847 

No.  733 Hiram,  Hamilton 1847 

No.  895 St.  George's,  London,  C.  W 1854 

No.  496 Moira,  Belleville 1856 

Frontenac  and  Hiram  Chapters  were  of  course  originally 
warranted  in  Chapters  under  the  Provincial  Grand  Chapter  of 
Upper  Canada. 

The  earliest  record  we  have  in  Upper  Canada  of  the  Royal 
Arch  work  is  in  documents  issued  in  1787  by  Lodge,  No.  156,  in 
the  8th  Regt.  of  Foot,  which  was  at  Niagara  in  1782.  In  the 
certificate  of  Bro.  Joseph  Clements  it  is  written  "we  have  raised 
him  into  the  sublime  degree  of  Master  Mason  and  have  entitled 
him  as  such  to  the  mysteries  and  most  secret  works  of  the  Royal 
Arch."  These  words  show,  I  think,  conclusively,  that  the  lodge 
in  the  8th  Regt.  had,  or  assumed  to  have,  Royal  Arch  powers, 
and  that  the  degree  was  worked  at  Niagara  121  years  ago. 

But  the  first  actual  record  of  Royal  Arch  work  in  this  pro- 
vince and  under  a  supreme  authority  is  found  in  the  issue  of  a 
warrant  by  R.  W.  Bro.  Wm.  Jarvis,  Prov.G.M.,  to  a  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  at  Kingston,  on  the  7th  June,  1795,  in  connection  with 
Craft  lodge,  No.  6,  now  St.  John's,  at  that  place.  In  its  records 
we  find  references  to  the  Mark,  Past  and  M.E.M.,  but  the  latter 
degree  was  not  conferred  in  the  Chapter  until  July,  1818. 

All  "Ancient"  lodges  had  the  right  to  work  the  R.A. 
from  1 75 1,  but  no  separate  Chapter  warrants  were  issued, 
though  certificates  were  granted.  Hence  R.W.  Bro.  Wm.  Jarvis 
had  authority  from  1792  to  empower  Craft  lodges  of  his 
obedience  to  work  the  Royal  Arch. 

It  is  supposed  that  all  of  the  12  Companions  whe  were  pre- 
sent at  this  the  first  meeting  had  received  their  degrees  in  Quebec, 
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where  Royal  Arch  Masonry  was  prosperous.  The  term  "Broth- 
ers" is  used  in  the  minutes  up  to  April,  1801,  when  the  word 
"Companions"  is  substituted. 

But  after  R.  W.  Bro.  Jarvis  had  issued  his  authority  for  the 
lodge  at  Kingston  to  work  the  Royal  Arch,  the  members  of 
Rawdon  Lodge  at  York  (Toronto)  felt  jealous  and  also  wanted 
R.  A.  powers.  Rawdon  was  a  lodge  warranted  by  the  "Mod- 
erns" of  England,  and  as  R.  W.  Bro.  Jarvis  was  working  under  the 
the  "Ancients,"  the  members  of  Rawdon  gave  up  their  "Modern" 
warrant  and  accepted  from  him  an  "Ancient"  warrant. 

@fT  This  new  warrant  was  known  as  "St.  John's  Royal  Arch 
Lodge,  No.  16,  P.  R."  In  1801  it  was  termed  St.  John's  R.  A. 
Chapter,  and  in  1819  it  became  St.  John's  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  under  the  Provincial  Grand  Chapter  of  Upper 
Canada. 

In  1803  the  Companions  of  York  and  Kingston  desired  the 
formation  of  a  Provincial  Grand  Chapter  and  in  February,  1804, 
such  was  formed.  But  the  Companions  at  York  were  unable 
to  fulfil  their  promises  and  the  proposal  lapsed. 

In  July,  1803,  the  Chapter  of  Lodge,  No.  6,  at  Kingston, 
afterwards  called  Ancient  Frontenac  Chapter,  drafted  a  petition 
to  England  for  a  Provincial  Grand  Chapter  to  be  established  at 
Kingston,  but  R.  W.  Bro.  Jarvis  said  "it  was  derogatory  to  his 
prerogative"  to  forward  such  a  memorial,  and  instead  he  said 
he  would  send  them  authority  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  to  open  a 
Provincial  Grand  Chapter  at  Kingston.  Unfortunately  Bro. 
Jarvis'  warrant  did  not  give  him  power  to  create  a  Provincial 
Grand  Chapter,  and  so  he,  subsequently,  did  some  more  think- 
ing and  did  not  send  the  warrant. 

But  Rawdon  Lodge  worked  on  serenely  under  the  authority 
it  received  from  R.  W.  Bro.  Jarvis,  and  continued  R.  A.  work 
till  1800,  when  it  passed  out  of  existence. 

In  August  181 7  when  the  Grand  Masonic  Convention  met  at 
Kingston  to  reorganize  the  Craft  and  have  a  Grand  Lodge 
established  under  the  leadership  of  R.  W.  Bro.  Ziba  M.  Phillips, 
it  was  determined  to  form  a  Provincial  Grand  Chapter  for  Upper 
Canada,  and  this  body  held  its  first  meeting  at  Kingston  in  Feb., 
18 18.  The  R.  A.  Chapters  forming  this  Provincial  Grand  Chap- 
ter were  Frontenac  No.  1  of  Kingston,  Union  No.  2  of  Ernesto wn, 
and  St.  John's  No.  4  of  York  (Toronto.) 

The  officers  of  this  Provincial  body  were  designated  High 
Priest,  King  and  Scribe,  following  the  United  States  system. 
The  American  ritual  and  degrees  of  M.M.,P.M.,M.E.M.  and  R.A. 
were  worked.     The  Royal  Arch  was  known  as  the  seventh  degree. 

"Sussex"  Chapter,  No.  3,  Brockville,  was  warranted  in 
June,  18 18,  and  its  minutes  are  extant  up  to  Feb.  1826,  and 
about  this  date  the  Chapter  became  dormant.      The  name  has, 
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however,  been  preserved  in  "  Sussex "  Chapter,  under  our 
Grand  Chapter  warrant  of  August,  1874,  and  this  Chapter  is  now 
one  of  the  best  on  our  register. 

Then  in  18 19  "Fidelity  "  Chapter,  No.  5,  was  warranted  by 
the  Provincial  Grand  Chapter,  to  meet  at  Stiles'  Hotel  in 
Cobourg.     Its  minutes  are  extant  till  August,  1824. 

"Friendship"  Chapter,  No.  6,  was  warranted  in  1819,  and 
met  at  Belleville  from  1819.     Its  minutes  are  extant  till  1822. 

In  1820  a  warrant  was  granted  by  the  Provincial  Grand 
Chapter  to  "Hiram"  Chapter,  No.  7,  at  Ancaster,  near  Hamilton. 
In  1847  i*  received  a  warrant  from  England  which  was  attached 
to  Barton  Lodge,  and  in  1848  the  Chapter  met  in  Hamilton. 

In  181 7  Roderick  Mackay  was  Grand  High  Priest,  but  he  was 
drowned  in  18 18,  and  John  Hudson,  the  deputy,  acted  till  18 19, 
when  William  Cottier  of  Ernestown,  was  elected.  In  182 1  Ziba 
Marcus  Phillips  was  elected.  He  had  been  the  Grand  Scribe, 
was  always  on  hand  to  fill  any  office  and  was  the  most  zealous 
brother  in  Craft  work  and  a  leader  in  the  Provincial  Grand 
Chapter.  In "182 3  the  Rev.  Wm.  Smart,  a  Presbyterian  clergy- 
man of  Brockville,  became  Grand  High  Priest. 

In  1827  "  Woodhouse  "  Chapter  at  Charlotteville  (now  in 
County  Norfolk)  in  the  Talbot  district,  was  warranted  by  the 
Provincial  Grand  Chapter  of  Upper  Canada,  but  its  minutes  are 
not  extant. 

"  Temple  "  Chapter  in  the  township  of  Townsend,  London 
district,  was  also  warranted  about  1827,  but  its  minutes  are  not 
to  the  fore. 

In  1827  the  question  of  the  validity  of  the  warrants  issued 
by  R.  W.  Bro.  Jarvis  giving  R.  A.  powers  was  questioned,  and 
"Frontenac"  Chapter  petitioned  England  in  1829  praying  for 
a  charter  and  requesting  the  Grand  Chapter  of  England  to  take 
the  case  of  not  only  Frontenac  but  other  Chapters  into  consider- 
ation, but  there  is  no  record  of  an  answer  to  that  memorial,  for 
Frontenac  Chapter  became  dormant  for  17  years  from  1830  and 
was  revived  in  1847  under  the  authority  of  Ziba  M.  Phillips  the 
Past  G.  H.  P.  of  the  Provincial  Grand  Chapter  of  Upper  Canada. 

In  1848  the  Companions  at  Kingston  desired  to  place  them- 
selves under  proper  jurisdiction  and  petitioned  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  England  and  Hon.  Peter  McGill,  P.  G.  Supt.,  at  Montreal, 
issued  a  dispensation  in  March  1848,  and  in  August  1848  an  Eng- 
lish warrant  arrived  for  "Ancient  Frontenac"  Chapter  attached 
to  Lodge  No.  491  (old  No.  6)  English  Registry.  This  Chapter 
severed  its  connection  with  England  in  1859  and  joined  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada. 

There  was  much  friction  in  1828-9  in  Upper  Canada  in  con- 
nection with  R.  A.  Masonry  and  it  seemed  impossible  to  secure 
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the  re-establishment  of  the  Provincial  Grand  Chapter  which  had 
become  inactive,  so  a  Companion,  James  Robinson  Wright,  of 
Kingston,  petitioned  for  and  received  a  warrant  in  September, 
1829,  for  "Union"  Chapter,  Kingston,  from  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  United  States.  This  caused  alarm  to  the 
Canadian  Companions  and  it  was  determined  to  petition  Eng- 
land to  appoint  a  Provincial  Grand  Superintendent. 

This  "  Union  "  Chapter  is  not  given  in  the  records  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  of  the  period.  It  is 
claimed  that  the  Chapter  worked  till  1832  and  then  lapsed,  but 
there  are  no   records. 

The  Provincial  Grand  Chapter  lapsed  about  1831,  and  the 
first  attempt  to  revive  it  was  made  by  Ziba  M.  Phillips  who  called 
a  Royal  Arch  Convention  at  Kingston  in  Feb.,  1842.  Of  this 
convention  we  have  some  record.  Comp.  Phillips  presided  and 
the  Chapters  represented  were  "Frontenac"  at  Kingston  for 
although  dormant  at  the  time,  representatives  attended, 
"Fidelity"  of  Co bourg,  "Union"  at  Bath  and  "Friendship"  at 
Belleville.  Neither  "St.  John's"  at  York  nor  "Hiram"  at 
Hamilton  were  represented,  but  a  new  Chapter  called 
"Hibernia"  of  Smith's  Falls,  had  a  delegate  present.  It  was 
warranted  by  M.  E.  Comp.  Phillips.  I  have  a  letter  to 
"Hibernia"  Chapter  in  my  collection,  written  by  that  brother  in 
1842.  He  was  then  ageing  fast,  and  he  signs  himself  "your 
worn  out  Companion." 

The  revived  Provincial  Grand  Chapter  had  its  second  or 
half-yearly  meeting  at  Kingston  in  Sept.,  1842,  and  it  had  a 
good  deal  of  life,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  some  of  the  To- 
ronto Companions  were  jealous  and  annoyed  at  the  reorganiza- 
tion taking  place  under  M.  E.  Comp.  Phillips.  The  truth  is 
that  they  had  not  energy  or  enterprise  enough  to  act  on  their 
own  account,  so  that  Bro.  Phillips  was  compelled  to  take  hold, 
and  made  some  effort  to  re-establish  the  governing  body  of  the 
Capitular  degrees.  Even  the  Rev.  William  Smart  of  Brockville, 
although  he  was  the  last  G.  H.  P.,  did  not  show  enthusiasm 
enough  to  keep  the  Provincial  Grand  Chapter  alive. 

The  truth  is  that  the  history  of  the  Royal  Arch  Craft  from 
1826  is  really  contained  in  the  records  of  the  individual  Chapters. 
The  revival  by  Bro.  Phillips  in  1842  was  more  local  than  general. 
St.  John's  Lodge,  No.  6,  at  Kingston,  was  revived  in  1844,  after 
being  dormant  for  seventeen  years,  and  its  Chapter  was  reopened 
in  April  1847,  ^Y  the  venerable  Comp.  Ziba  M.  Phillips. 

St.  John's  Royal  Arch  Lodge,  No.  16,  at  York,  worked  up  to 
1825,  and  St.  John's  Chapter,  warranted  at  Kingston  in  1819, 
applied  to  England  for  a  warrant. 

In  1846  "St.  Andrew's"  Chapter  was  warranted  by 
England  and  in  1848  "St.  John's"  Chapter,  No.  4,  passed  into 
the  united  Chapter  of  St.  Andrew  and  St.  John,  as  No.  487, 
but  the  St.  John's  warrant  was  returned  in  1849  to  the  old 
members. 
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In  August,  1848,  an  attempt  was  made  in  St.  Andrew's 
Chapter,  Toronto,  to  organize  another  Provincial  Grand  Chapter, 
but  the  effort  failed. 

St.  John's,  No.  4,  at  Toronto,  worked  till  Sept.,  1854,  and 
then,  as  doubt  had  arisen  as  to  the  validity  of  their  old  warrant, 
they  applied  to  Scotland  and  received  a  warrant  in  June,  1855, 
as  No.  75,  on  the  Scottish  Register. 

St.  Andrew's  Chapter  had  not  much  success  from  1864-68, 
but  in  1870  a  union  was  happily  effected  with  St.  John's,  No.  75, 
under  the  style  of  "  The  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  St.  Andrew 
and  St.  John." 

In  1844  there  was  an  Irish  Craft  warrant  for  Lodge  No.  159, 
to  meet  at  Hawkesbury.  In  1859  it  met  at  Vankleek  Hill.  This 
lodge  had  attached  to  it  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and  its  records 
are  extant  as  early  as  August,  1848,  and  there  was  also  a  warrant 
for  an  Encampment  of  Knights  Templars  in  1850,  and  this 
Encampment  was  "to  be  attached  to  Lodge  and  Chapter  No. 
159."  This  Lodge  159  did  not  affiliate  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Canada  at  its  formation  but  did  so  in  1888.  The  Chapter  is 
now  St.  John's,  No.  148,  G.  R.  C,  Vankleek  Hill. 

There  was  no  governing  body  for  Capitular  Masonry  in  Cana- 
da from  1830.  True,  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  England 
had  appointed  the  Hon.  Peter  McGill  as  the  Grand  Superintend- 
ent for  Chapters  working  under  its  obedience  in  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada,  but  the  Craft  Grand  Lodge  in  Upper  Canada  was  dor- 
mant from  1830  until  1845,  and  the  fraternity  was  in  a  most 
unsatisfactory  condition,  although,  through  the  influence  and 
work  of  Ziba  Marcus  Phillips,  many  of  the  Craft  and  Capitular 
bodies  in  Upper  Canada  were  looked  after,  and  certainly  the 
individual  lodges  did  a  fair  amount  of  work. 

The  Provincial  Grand  Chapter  had  had  the  opportunity  to 
create  an  independent  and  sovereign  body.  But  all  the  efforts 
of  those  of  its  members  who  yearned  for  such  were  fruitless. 
Then,  after  every  effort  had  failed,  those  who  saw  a  great 
future  for  the  Craft  in  Canada,  severed  their  allegiance  with 
the  third  Provincial  Grand  Lodge,  and  formed  a  governing  body 
that  is  to-day  the  peer  of  any  governing  Craft  body  in  the 
world  as  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  in  the  Province  of  Ontario. 

It  was  the  establishment  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  that 
awakened  the  Craft  in  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  to  a  realization 
of  what  could  be  done  to  place  Masonry  in  the  foreground  that 
was  its  due. 

The  third  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  still  clung  to  their  old  tra- 
ditions, but  the  current  of  Craft  opinion  and  the  surprising  success. 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  made  an  impression  that  drove 
the  Provincial  into  a  position  that  compelled  a  change  of  front, 
and  then  came  its  formation  into  a  sovereign  body  as   "The 
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Ancient  Grand   Lodge  of  Canada,"  which  continued  until  its 
union  in  1859  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada. 

Two  years  after  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  was  formed  and 
two  years  before  the  union  with  the  Ancient  Grand  Lodge,  M.  W. 
Bro.  William  Mercer  Wilson  called  a  Royal  Arch  Convention  at 
Hamilton,  on  19th  Jan.,  1857.  There  were  only  eight 
Companions  present,  including  the  representatives  of  St.  John's, 
London,  and  Hiram  and  St.  John's,  Hamilton.  The  fee  for 
exaltation  was  fixed  at  $20. 

The  general  condition  of  the  Royal  Craft  was  stated  by 
M.  W.  Bro.  Wilson,  and  in  April,  1857,  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada  was  formed  with  M.  E.  Comp.  William  Mercer  Wilson  as 
Grand  Z.,  and  Comp.  T.  B.  Harris  as  Grand  Scribe  E.  M.  E. 
Comp.  Czar  Jones,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  Michigan,  installed 
the  officers.  Grand  Z.  Wilson,  while  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  had 
not  apparently  passed  through  the  chairs  of  a  R.  A.  Chapter, 
but  his  prestige  as  Grand  Master  of  the  Craft  was  valuable  to  the 
young  organization. 

In  July,  1857,  an  especial  convocation  was  held  at  Montreal, 
and  a  committee  appointed  to  draft  an  address  to  all  Grand 
Chapters  in  the  world  asking  recognition,  and  at  this  meeting  the 
first  warrant  was  issued  to  King  Solomon's  Chapter,  No.  8,  at 
Toronto. 

In  Oct.,  1857,  at  London,  an  address  to  foreign  Grand  Chap- 
ters was  read  and  issued. 

In  Jan.,  1858,  the  Constitutions  of  Grand  Chapter  were 
adopted.  A  dispensation  for  a  new  Chapter  was  $40,  and  the 
fee  for  the  Mark  degree  was  $5. 

In  Feb.,  1858,  thefirst  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at  Ham- 
ilton with  eight  Chapters  on  the  register.  Replies  were  read 
from  many  United  States  Grand  Chapters  recognizing  the  Grand 
Chapter.  Thompson  Wilson  of  London,  was  made  second  Grand 
Z.,  a  fine  old  gentleman,  who  at  that  time  had  been  forty  years  a 
R.  A.  Mason.  He  knew  and  saw  the  workings  in  many 
countries  and  gave  to.  England  the  palm  for  purity.  He 
resented  the  "neighbourly"  suggestion  to  conform  to  U.  S. 
usage  in  the  matter  of  official  nomenclature. 

In  Jan.,  1859,  at  Toronto,  a  uniform  ritual  was  exemplified 
and  adopted.  The  English  ritual  for  the  Royal  Arch  was 
decided  on,  and  the  American  degrees  of  M.  M.  M.,  P.  M.,  and 
M.  E.  M.  were  included  in  the  work  of  Canada. 

And  here  it  is  pertinent  to  say  a  word  regarding  the  Royal 
Arch  system  of  to-day.  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  would 
probably  have  been,  as  regards  the  degrees  in  its  system,  in  the 
same  position  as  the  Grand  Chapter  of  England,  but  for  local 
conditions. 
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For  a  moment  let  us  look  back  to  the  days  when  some  of  the 
early  lodges  in  Upper  Canada  had  Royal  Arch  powers,  and  later 
on  to  the  days  of  Chapters  which  were  attached  to  lodges  and 
again  to  the  first  Provincial  Grand  Chapter  of  1817. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  a  hundred  years  ago  the  com- 
munication of  the  work  of  the  Royal  Arch  was  not  attended  with 
the  facilities  of  to-day.  Those  who  did  know  the  work  were  few 
in  number,  officers  had  no  means  of  instruction  and  naturally 
appealed  for  such  to  their  neighbours,  drifting  in  time  to  practis- 
ing the  Webb  R.  A.  system  of  the  United  States. 

So  we  find  in  the  records  of  the  picyaeer  Canadian  Chapters, 
that  they  named  their  officers  High  Priest,  King  and  Scribe,  as 
in  the  American  system,  and  they  borrowed  the  P.  M.  and  M. 
E.  M.  in  the  full  belief  that  they  were  doing  what  was  right. 

Some  American  writers  argue  in  suport  of  the  U.  S.  system 
that  the  official  titles  of  High  Priest, King  and  Scribe  were  brought . 
over  with  the  work  in  early  days  from  England,  but  the  Masonic 
historians  of  the  motherland  are  agreed  in  the  belief  that  the 
Zerubbabel  legend  was  always  the  recognized  working  in  the  old 
time  Chapters.  Indeed  the  records  of  many  that  for  years  have 
proudly  boasted  a  centenary  warrant,  conclusively  demonstrate 
that  their  officers  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  or  forty  years  ago 
were  precisely  as  they  are  to-day.  Had  they  substituted 
Ireland  there  would  probably  have  been  some  basis  for  their 
contention.  Whether  the  United  States  Royal  Arch  was 
modelled  upon  the  Irish  ritual  I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  but 
the  positions  of  the  officers  and  their  titular  distinctions 
are  very  similar  except  in  one  important  particular.  The 
three  chief  officers  in  an  Irish  Chapter  are  King,  High  Priest 
and  Scribe.  The  United  States  system  places  the  High  Priest 
first  and  the  King  in  second  place. 

In  my  opinion  the  introduction  of  the  American  degrees 
into  our  system  was  a  grave  mistake,  which  should  have  been  cor- 
rected on  the  formation  of  this  Grand  Chapter  in  1857. 

But  local  circumstances  had  to  be  considered.  Our  Ameri- 
can Companions  refused  to  Canadians  admittance  to  their 
Chapters  unless  they  possessed  the  degrees  of  their  system. 
Hence  when  the  founders  of  this  Grand  Chapter  half  a  century 
ago  decided,  and  wisely,  to  adopt  the  English  Royal  Arch  they 
found  themselves  in  front  of  the  stone  wall  that  our  American 
Companions  had  erected,  and  so  as  a  matter  of  expediency,  and 
for  no  other  reason,  attached  the  degrees  of  P.  M.  and  M.E.M. 
to  our  system,  not  because  they  were  ceremonially  necessary  or 
that  we  recognized  them  as  adjuncts  to  the  Royal  Arch.  These 
two  degrees  of  American  usage  were  simply  included  in  our 
system  to  facilitate  fraternal  intercourse,  until  time  or  circum- 
stances should  soften  the  views  of  our  neighbor. 

That  time  did  its  work,  has  been  borne  out  in  the  changed 
conditions  in  American  jurisdictions.     The  slow  methods  of  half 
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a  century  ago  were  revolutionized  by  science  and  trade  necessities 
and  as  communication  between  the  old  and  new  worlds  developed 
our  Companions  of  the  United  States  discovered  that  they  could 
no  longer  maintain  their  stone  wall  against  British  visitors  and 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  regulations  were  relaxed  to  permit 
their  "preliminaries"  to  be  communicated  to  a  R.  A.  Mason  from 
abroad  to  allow  of  Companionship  in  Chapter.  The  pioneers  of 
our  Grand  Chapter  as  has  been  said,  acted  wisely  in  adopting  the 
English  Royal  Arch,  but  the  necessity  for  tacking  on  the  Ameri- 
can attachments  has  passed  away.  The  United  States  "General 
Grand  Chapter"  having  decided  as  above,  all  but  one  or  two 
of  the  State  Grand  Chapters  followed  its  example,  and  now  an 
English  or  Canadian  Companion  is  freely  welcomed  on  his  ac- 
cepting at  their  hands  the  degrees  belonging  to  their  system  and 
thus  conform  to  regulation. 

But  to  revert  again  to  the  work  of  this  Grand  Chapter.  In 
Feb.,  1859,  at  London,  four  Chapters,  St.  George's,  London  ; 
Moira,  Belleville  ;  Ancient  Frontenac,  Kingston  ;  and  St. 
John's,  Toronto,  which  'had  been  under  England,  affiliated, 
all  the  Chapters  were  ordered  to  be  numbered  according  to  their 
antiquity  and  the  Annual  Convocations  were  to  be  held  at  same 
place  as  Grand  Lodge. 

In  1859  at  Kingston,  M.  E.  Comp.  T.  D.  Harington  was 
elected  Grand  Z.  The  Committee  on  Work  made  a  second 
report,  and  the  R.  A.  was  exemplified  and  adopted.  At  this 
meeting  a  letter  was  read  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  England 
declining  to  recognize  a  body  that  had  within  its  pale  degrees 
not  recognized  by  the  Grand  Lodge  or  Grand  Chapter  of 
England. 

In  Feb.,  i860,  at  Hamilton,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland 
accorded  recognition.  M.  E.  Comp.  Harington  was  unable  to 
be  present.  It  was  Comp.  Harington  the  Grand  Z.  who  con- 
ducted the  correspondence  with  England.  His  was  the  ablest 
pen  in  Grand  Chapter,  and  his  memory  should  be  held  forever 
dear  for  the  work  he  did  for  the  Royal  Craft. 

Further  amendments  to  the  constitution  were  considered 
and  adopted  at  an  especial  convocation  held  July,  i860,  at 
Ottawa,  and  it  was  announced  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scot- 
land had  recognized  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  and  that 
England  was  about  to  do  so. 

In  1 86 1,  at  Belleville,  it  was  stated  that  the  Supreme 
Grand  Chapter  of  England  had  issued  a  Chapter  warrant  to 
Dalhousie  Lodge  E.  R.,  at  Ottawa.  A  protest  to  England  was 
ordered.  In  Feb.,  1862,  at  London,  further  correspondence 
relating  to  the  trouble  with  England  was  read,  but  the  incident 
was  not  yet  closed  as  England  maintained  its  right  to  issue 
Chapter  warrants  to  lodges  of  its  obedience  in  Canada. 

At  Toronto  in  1863  the  Grand  Z.  stated  that  the  difficulty 
with  England  was  apparently  settled,  as  the  "Dalhousie  ' 
warrant  was  not  in  operation.     - 
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In  August,  1864,  at  Quebec,  it  was  announced  that  a  number 
of  the  members  of  St.  Paul's  Chapter,  E.  R.,  Montreal,  had  taken 
the  M.  M.,  P.  M.,  and  M.  E.  M.  degrees  in  Chapters  of  this  register 
so  as  to  enable  them  to  visit  American  Chapters. 

The  convocation  at  Prescott  in  August,  1865,  was  unimport- 
ant, but  a  form  of  certificate  for  the  Mark,  P.  M.,  and  M.  E.  M. 
degrees  was  decided  upon. 

At  St.  Catharines  in  August,  1866,  M.  E.  Comp.  T.  D.  Har- 
ington  suggested  a  Grand  Chapter  for  British  North  America," 
But  the  proposal  was  shelved. 

At  Ottawa,  August,  1867,  the  Grand  Z.  suggested  that  naval 
and  military  brethren  might  be  allowed  to  enter  Chapters  at  a 
reduced  fee,  but  the  suggestion  did  not  meet  with  approval. 

At  Montreal  in  August,  1868,  the  question  of  the  confedera- 
tion of  Capitular  Masonry  was  discussed  in  Grand  Z.  Harington's 
address.  He  favored  a  General  Grand  Chapter  for  the  Dominion, 
but  nothing  was  done.  •    -    -    -   j^a 

At  Kingston  in  August,  1869,  Comp.  Harington  thought 
that  as  provinces  had  Grand  Lodges  they  might  resolve  to  have 
Grand  Chapters,  and  he  was  prepared  to  recognize  such  action. 

At  Quebec,  Aug.,  1870,  the  union  of  St.  Andrew's  and  St. 
John's  Chapters,  Toronto,  is  noted.  The  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of 
England  was  recognized  and  allusion  is  made  to  the  Craft  friction 
in  Quebec,  consequent  on  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Quebec.  It  was  resolved  to  bring  about  a  uniform  system  of 
work  in  all  the  Chapters.  The  late  M.  E.  Comp.  Daniel  Spry 
was  active  in  this  movement. 

In  187 1  at  Hamilton,  the  Grand  Z.  again  referred  to  the 
difficulties  in  Quebec  regarding  the  formation  of  a  Grand  Lodge 
and  feared  that  the  unrest  would  extend  to  the  Chapters  of  our 
obedience  in  that  province,  but  it  was  decided  not  to  discuss  the 
matter  in  Grand  Chapter.  >* 

At  Toronto,  in  1872,  the  Grand  Z.  pointed  out  that  the 
Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England  was  contemplating  the  warrant- 
ing of  a  Mark  Lodge  for  St.  Paul's  Chapter,  Montreal,  and  a 
protest  was  sent  accordingly. 

At  Kingston,  in  1873,  the  affiliation  of  St.  John's  Chapter. 
209,  London,  is  noted,  and  the  death  of  M.  E.  Comp.  Thompson 
Wilson,  Past  Grand  Z.,  of  London,  regretted.  An  address  was 
presented  to  M.  E.  Comp.  T.  D.  Harington  in  recognition  of  his 
able  administration  of  the  affairs  of  Grand  Chapter  for  eleven 
years. 

At  Ottawa,  Oct.,  1874,  the  death  of  Thomas  B.  Harris 
G.  S.  E.,  is  noted.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  having  been 
formed,  permission  was  given  to  the  Chapters  in  Quebec  to  meet 
and  form  a  Grand  Chapter  for  that  province. 
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At  St.  Catharines,  August,  1875,  the  death  of  M.  E.  Comp. 
William  Mercer  Wilson,  was  regretted.  New  regalia  was  ordered, 
model  by-laws  prepared  and  a  lot  of  good  work  was  done. 

At  Montreal,  Aug.,  1876,  six  Companions  at  London  were 
expelled  for  taking  part  in  the  spurious  Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario. 

At  an  emergent  convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  in  Feb.,  1877, 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec  was  recognized  and  welcomed. 

At  London,  August,  1877,  it  was  reported  that  the  Grand 
Chapter  was  on  terms  of  peace  and  good  will  with  home  and 
foreign  Grand  Chapters. 

At  Hamilton,  August,  1878,  continued  prosperity  was 
shown.  Comp.  D.  Spry,  who  for  two  years  had  filled  the  office 
of  G.  S.  E.,  had,  owing  to  business  requirements  to  resign  and 
David  McLellan  was  elected. 

At  Guelph,  August,  1879,  it  was  decided  to  revise  the  ritual 
and  the  constitution. 

At  Guelph,  1880,  the  Grand  Z.  Spry  ruled  that  suspension  in 
lodge  does  not  effect  Chapters.  He  also  urged  Companions  at 
Craft  funerals  to  wear  Craft  and  not  Royal  Arch  regalia. 

At  Hamilton,  July,  1881,  the  Grand  Z.  called  attention  to 
the  fact  that  in  1857  the  Grand  Chapter  was  formed  in  that  city, 
and  spoke  of  its  successful  work.  He  regretted  the  death  of 
W.H.Weller,  P.  G.  M. 

At  London,  1882,  the  Grand  Z.  deeply  regretted  the  death 
of  the  late  T.  D.  Harington,  and  commented  on  the  general 
welfare  of  Grand  Chapter. 

At  Ottawa,  July.  1883,  the  Grand  Z.  regretted  the  death  of 
the  late  W.  B.  Simpson,  a  P.  G.  M.  He  alluded  to  the  new 
Chapter  at  Rat  Portage,  now  Kenora,  and  to  the  good  work  of 
the  Grand  Superintendents. 

At  London,  in  1884,  the  Grand  Z.  pointed  out  the  phenomen- 
al progress  made  by  Grand  Chapter  in  its  twenty-seven  years  of 
life.  He  referred  to  the  difficulty  between  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Quebec  and  the  Grand  Mark  Lodge  of  England,  and  he  ex- 
pressed his  opinion  in  favor  of  Quebec  as  the  only  body  with  pow- 
er to  confer  the  Mark  degree  in  that  province.  Grand  Chapter 
agreed  with  him  and  suspended  fraternal  relations  with  that 
Grand  Mark  Lodge. 

At  Hamilton,  in  July,  1885,  Grand  Chapter  agreed  that 
musical  services  would  add  to  the  impressiveness  of  our  cere- 
monies. 

At  Windsor,  in  1886,  the  Grand  Z.  referred  to  and  approved 
of  the  union  of  Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui  Chapters  at 
Kingston.  He  also  called  attention  to  apathy  and  indifference 
in  Chapter  work  and  advised   improvement.     On  July    16th   a 
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warrant  was    granted    to     "Metropolitan"    Chapter,     No.     83, 
Melbourne,  Australia. 

In  1887  the  Grand  Chapter  sent  a  congratulatory  cablegram 
to  the  late  Queen  Victoria  on  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  her 
reign.  The  re-compilation  of  the  ceremonies  of  Grand  Chapter 
by  myself  was  announced  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New 
Brunswick  was  recognized.  Australia  was  set  apart  as  a  district 
of  this  Grand    Chapter. 

In  1888  the  rank  of  Past  Grand  Z.  was  conferred  upon  R.  E. 
Comp.  Henry  Robertson  of  Collingwood,  for  his  long  and  faith- 
ful services  to  the  Royal  Craft.  Warrants  were  issued  to 
Australian  Kilwinning  Chapter,  and  City  of  Melbourne  Chap- 
ter, both  in  Melbourne,  Australia. 

In  1889  the  reports  showed  increased  interest  in  the  work 
throughout  the  jurisdiction,  and  procedure  was  adopted  for  the 
healing  of  those  who  had  joined  clandestine  Chapters  and  desired 
to  affiliate  with  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada.  The  irregular 
organization  known  as  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario,  and  which 
had  unconditionally  surrendered  all  claims  to  standing  or  counten- 
ance, having  made  submission  and  its  membership  sifted  and 
healed,  those  who  had  allied  themselves  with  the  Capitular  body 
of  similar  spurious  origin,  made  application  about  this  time  to  be 
treated  in  like  manner.  In  the  vicinities  of  Toronto  and  Hamil- 
ton, a  half  dozen  or  so  after  strict  examination,  were  healed,  but 
in  the  western  portion  of  the  province  where  they  were  stronger, 
the  local  Chapters  firmly  declined  to  admit  the  applicants  for 
healing  purposes,  and  after  a  time  they  ceased  their  requests, 
and  the  matter  finally  dropped  out  of  sight. 

In  1890  the  Grand  Z.  suggested  that  the  meetings  of  Grand 
Chapter  be  held  in  a  month  other  than  that  in  which  Grand 
Lodge  met,  but  the  suggestion  was  not  endorsed.  It  was  decided 
that  the  Grand  Representatives  make  an  annual  report  to  Grand 
Chapter. 

In  1 891  the  regrets  of  Grand  Chapter  were  expressed  for  the 
deaths  of  the  late  R.  E.  Comps.  Col.  W.  J.  B.  Macleod  Moore  and 
J.  A.  Henderson,  P.  G.  M.,  and  at  this  meeting  Kivas  Tully  was 
made  an  honorary  P.  G.  Z. 

In  1892  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria  formed  in  March, 
1889,  asked  recognition,  but  the  request  was  laid  over  pending 
more  information.  A  dispensation  was  refused  for^"Citizens" 
Chapter,  Melbourne,  Australia. 

In  1893  the  suggestion  was  made  by  the  Grand  Z.  that  an 
endowment  fund  for  the  carrying  on  of  a  home  for  aged  Masons 
be  formed,  but  it  was  not  dealt  with.  Increased  interest jjwas 
reported  in  Royal  Arch  work  in  our  Australian  district. 

In]i894  the  Past  Master's  degree  was  removed  from  the  work. 

In  1895  the  Grand  Z.,  J.  Ross  Robertson,  reported  that  he 
had  visited  77  of  the  82  Chapters  on  the  roll,  journeys  that  cov- 
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ered  6,000  miles  of  travel.  A  revised  constitution  for  Grand 
Chapter  was  adopted.  The  union  of  our  Chapters  in  Australia 
with  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria,  afforded  much  satisfaction 
to  Grand  Chapter.  It  was  resolved  that  Grand  Chapter  meet  in 
January  instead  of  July.  In  this  year  the  minimum  fee  for 
exaltation  was  reduced  from  $20  to  $10. 

There  was  no  convocation  in  1896  as  in  1895  the  Grand 
Chapter  determined  to  meet  in  January,*  1897.  In  1897  the 
Grand  Z.  reported  that  he  had  visited  three  more  Chapters  or 
80  during  his  term  of  ofhce,  that  he  had  visited  every  Chapter 
except  two,  and  in  these  he  had  been  unable  to  obtain  meetings. 
He  pointed  out  the  difficulties  that  the  Royal  Arch  had  to  con- 
tend with,  there  being  so  many  degrees  in  connection  with 
Masonry. 

ffe\  The  Grand  Z.  ruled  that  suspension  in  a  lodge  meant  sus- 
pension in  a  Chapter.     This  reversed  a  former  ruling. 

In  1897  the  centennial  of  R.  A.  Masonry  was  celebrated  by 
Ancient  Frontenac  Chapter  at  Kingston. 

At  the  end  of  December,  1897,  that  is  forty  years  after  the 
establishment  of  Grand  Chapter,  there  had  been  10,000  admis- 
sions registered.  In  the  ten  years  since  1897  there  have  been  a 
further  10,000  admissions,  or  as  many  in  the  last  ten  years  as 
there  were  in  the  previous  forty. 

In  1898  an  exchange  of  representatives  was  made  with  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria,  Australia.  An  effort  was  made  to 
induce  the  Chapters  at  Victoria  and  Nanaimo,  B.  C,  to  affiliate 
with  the  Grand  Chapter,  but  without  success. 

In  1899  R.  E.  Comp.  Comp.  George  J.  Bennett  was  elected 
G.  S.  E.,  since  which  the  conducting  of  our  business  is 
proof,  that  the  selection  was  a  most  wise  one.  The  reduced 
minimum  fee  of  $10  did  not  find  favor  with  the  Grand  Z. 

In  1900  it  was  decided  to  restore  parts  of  the  M.  E.  M. 
degree  that  had  been  eliminated.  Grand  Chapter  again  showed 
its  preference  for  Toronto  as  a  meeting  place  for  1901. 

The  year  1901  was  marked  by  the  affiliation  of  Keystone 
Chapter  of  the  Scottish  Register,  Nanaimo,  B.  C,  with  this 
Grand  Chapter.  An  effort  was  made  to  raise  the  minimum  fee 
in  places  where  there  were  two  or  more  Craft  Lodges,  but  such 
discrimination  did  not  appeal  to  Grand  Chapter. 

In  1902  Grand  Chapter  regretted  the  loss  by  death  of  M.  E. 
Comp.  Hungerford.  The  Grand  Z.  insisted  that  more  care  be 
exercised  in  the  preparation  of  by-laws  and  amendments.  A 
committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the  restoration  of  the  M. 
E.  M.  degree  in  its  original  form. 

In  1903  the  Grand  Z.  pointed  to  the  success  of  Grand  Chap- 
ter in  the  45  years  of  its  existence.     The  constitution  was  revised 
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and  the  M.  E.  M.  degree  was  restored  to  its  original  form.     R.  E. 
Comp.  Hugh  Murray  was  elected  an  honorary  P.  G.  Z. 

In  1904  Grand  Chapter  regretted  the  death  of  M.  E.  Comp. 
J.  J.  Mason,  P.  G.  Z. 

In  1905  the  Grand  Z.  visited  34  Chapters  and  2  Chapters  of 
Instruction,  and  in  the  year  there  was  quite  an  increase  of  activ- 
ity in  the  jurisdiction. 

In  1906  the  Grand  Z.  Wm.  Roaf  visited  29  Chapters,  in- 
cluding all  those  in  Manitoba,  British  Columbia  and  the  North 
West,  and  his  energy  was  appreciated.  A  motion  to  replace 
the  P.  M.  degree  was  overwhelmingly  lost  and  certain  features 
in  the  closing  ceremonies  of  Grand  Chapter  were  ordered  to  be 
revised. 

In  1907  Grand  Chapter  regretted  the  death  of  the  late  Comp. 
J.  S.  Dewar,  one  of  the  most  earnest  workers  in  Grand  Chapter. 
It  was  resolved  that  any  Grand  Representative  absent  from  three 
successive  convocations  of  Grand  Chapter  should  vacate  his 
position. 

Now,  let  me  speak  of  the  actual  progress  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  from  1857-1908. 

In  1859  receipts  from  our  8  Chapters  were  $101,  while  our 
expenses  were  $83.40,  a  balance  on  hand  of  $17.50  and  a  mem- 
bership of  388. 

In  1862  we  had  22  Chapters,  receipts  $780.34  and  expenses 
$826,  balance  due  the  G.  S.  E.  $45.76,  membership  856. 

In  1S67  we  had  27  Chapters,  receipts  $1,007.15,  expenses, 
$604.30,  and  membership  944. 

In  1877,  or  twenty  years  after  our  formation  we  had  70 
Chapters,  9  of  which  withdrew  on  the  formation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Quebec  and  one  in  Nova  Scotia.  Receipts  $2,406.57, 
and  expenses  $1,500,  and  membership  3,115. 

In  1887  we  had  77  Chapters,  receipts  $2,417,  and  expenses 
.  $1,923,  membership  3,441,  an  increase  of  only  400  odd  in  ten 
years. 

In  1897  we  had  93  Chapters,  receipts  $3,900,  and  expenses 
$3,700,  membership  5,142. 

In  1907,  our  fiftieth  Annual  Convocation,  we  have  133  Chap- 
ters, with  receipts  over  $7,000,  expenses  $4,600,  and  a  total 
membership  of  12,071,  or  seventh  in  numerical  size  of  the  Grand 
Chapters  on  this  continent. 

We  have  more  than  doubled  in  the  last  ten  years.  No 
other  Grand  Chapter  on  this  continent  has  made  in  proportion 
to  the  population  as  grand  a  record. 
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Fourteen  years  ago  Grand  Chapter  made  the  mistake  of  low- 
ering the  minimum  fee.  We  thought  at  the  time  it  was  a  good 
move.  The  Chapters  themselves  rebuked  us  for  cheapening  the 
Royal  Arch.  Those  which  held  to  the  old  figure  have  done  well. 
Many  of  those  who  took  advantage  of  the  drop  were  glad  to  get 
back  for  they  found  that  the  Craft  saw  nothing  of  value  in  what 
was  offered  for  almost  nothing,  and  the  few,  very  few,  which  re- 
tained the  low  figure,  cannot,  as  a  whole,  be  congratulated  on 
their  progress. 

It  is  remarkable  that  our  fair,  wealthy  Province  of  Ontario, 
was  the  only  part  of  the  jurisdiction  to  yield  to  the  temptation 
to  cheapen  the  degrees.  Our  Companions  in  the  provinces  of 
the  west,  and  along  the  line  of  the  C.P.R.  held  to  the  dignity  of 
the  Royal  Craft,  and  from  North  Bay  to  the  Pacific  coast,  the 
fees  continued  at  from  $25  to  $65, 

During  the  first  five  or  six  years  quite  a  number  in  Ontario 
adopted  the  reduced  rate,  but  the  gain  in  membership  in  six  years 
was  only  about  1,500. 

Then  the  Chapters  that  had  favored  the  $10  minimum 
began  to  return  to  the  old  figure  of  $20.  By-laws  were  amended 
and  the  fee  was  raised.  These  Chapters  then  commenced  to 
visibly  increase  their  membership.  At  the  present  day  there 
are  only  some  2  5  Chapters  out  of  133  that  retain  the  minimum 
fee  of  Grand  Chapter. 

Twenty-four  Companions  have  held  the  office  of  Grand  Z. 
— M.  E.  Comps.  W.  M.  Wilson,  Thompson  Wilson,  Harman 
Macdonell,  Seymour  and  Hendry  for  one  term  each. 

M.  E.  Comps.  Franck,  L.  H.  Henderson,  Menet,  Spry,  Don- 
ald Ross,  MacPherson,  Sargant,  Hungerford,  Mason,  Harding, 
J.  Ross  Robertson,  Walsh,  Reid,  Wm.  Gibson,  Shaw,  Roaf, 
Leslie,  for  two  terms  each  ;  and  M.  E.  Comp.  T.  D.  Harington 
held  office  for  eleven  terms.  Of  thel24,  thirteen  have  passed 
away. 

Now,  my  Companions,  may  we  not  congratulate  ourselves 
on  the  great  work  that  has  during  the  past  half  century  been 
done  for  Capitular  Masonry  by  the  Grand  Chapter  in  Canada  ? 

We  have  accomplished  much,  let  us  endeavor  to  accom- 
plish more.  Having  placed  our  hand  to  the  plough  let  us  not 
look  back."^ 

The  bells  sound  in  the  turrets,  the  towers  and  steeples  of  the 
Craft.  They  chime  the  anthem  of  Faith,  Hope  and  Charity. 
Yes,  these  three,  like  rays  of  golden  light,  constitute  the 
shining  splendor  of  the  heaven-built  arch,  and  illuminate  the 
human  heart. 
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Yes,  surely  it  is  a  dawn  of  sunlight  just  burst  out  of  heaven, 
to  make  humanity  rejoice  in  the  promise  of  "  Peace  on  earth 
and  good  will  to  all  mankind." 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  address  a  vote  of  thanks, 
submitted  by  R.  E.  Comp.  Aubrey  White,  and  M.  E. 
Comp.  Wm.  Gibson,  was  tendered  to  M.  E.  Comp.  Rob- 
ertson by  the  Companions  of  Grand  Chapter  and  for  this 
honor  he  said  : 

M.  E.  Sir  and  Companions,  you  have  already  given  me  the 
best  of  all  votes  of  thanks  by  your  presence  here  and  by  the 
attention  with  which  you  have  followed  me. 

I  appreciate  your  presence  even  more  than  I  value  the  vote 
of  thanks,  which  you  have  given  me  with  so  much  enthusiasm. 
I  know  that  the  enthusiasm  is  sincere.  I  know  that  your  interest 
in  the  subject  which  I  have  tsied  to  make  investing  to  you 
is  as  genuine  as  my  own. 

If  it  has  been  as  much  pleasure  to  you  to  listen  as  it  has 
been  for  me  to  talk,  all  I  can  say  is  we've  had  a  good  time. 
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J.  J.  Dunlop 

R.  A.  Howie 

E.  E.  Chipman 

J.  M.Shaw,  M.D.. 
Leslie  J.  Bruce...  . 
W.  M.  Walker.... 
T.  J.  Armstrong. . . 

T.  B.  Stark 

H.  W.  Ireland  . .  . 

Jno.  F.  Doyle 

Rev.C.  A .  Procunier 
Wm.  Babb .  . 

P.  J.  Scott,  M.D... 
E.  Y.  Jackson. 
W.S.  Bowden. 
Geo.  W.  Fluker 
Wm.  Bick  .  .  . 
V.  M.  Hare. .  .  . 
J.  W.  Bradley 
J.  S.  Volume .  . 

A.  B.  Rice 

A.  Mathison  .  . , 

C.  H.  Rounthwaite 
J.  B.  Whitehead  . 
Jno.  Matthews. .  .  . 

D.  P.  McDiarmid  . 
F.A.  M.  Roblin... 

Harry  Leeson 

A.  St.  G.  Hawkins 
D.  N.  Lawrence  . 

James  Innes 

Rev.  J.  H.  Jarvis 

C.  C.  Reed 

Jno.  P.  Miller,  jr.. 
Geo.  A.  Stethem . 
J.  G.  Dalgety .  .  . 

A.  L.  Bell 

C.  H    Stuart 

CD.  Batty 

Elvin  Dixon 

Geo.  Whelen .... 

R.  E.  Sobey 

Robert  Smith .  .  . 
Will  J.  Hill 


1,392  170  26  240  205  128  12,071   1,109  94 
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237 
48 
78 
52 
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51 
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55 
62 
88 
60 
52 
66 
77 
73 
78 
37 
95 
70 
55 
45 
62 

51 

36 

52 

38 

55 

49 
112 

56 

48 

80 
107 

44 

79 

25 

83 

68 

49 

49 

44 
430 

44 

43 

44 

40 

77 

36 

22 

38 

95 

17 

34 
36 

30 

11 
24 
48 


40 


28 


17 


14 


♦No  Returns  to  31st  Dec,  1907. 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Number  of  Chapters  133. 

Number  of  Members,  December  31st,  1906 11,056 

Registrations            "           1907 1,392 

"           Joinings                      "              "     170 

"          Restorations              "              " 26 

1,588 

Withdrawals 240 

"  Suspensions 205 

Deaths 128 

573 

Net  Gain 1015 


Total  Membership,  31st  Dec.,  1907 12,071 

SUSPENSIONS,  U.M.C. 

No.     2.  Peter  N.  Kenny. 
No.  47.  W.  J.  Kenny. 
No.  122.  Daniel  Bruhn. 


SUSPENSIONS,   N.P.D. 

No.  1.  John  L.  Renton,  Thos.f  J.£Elliott,  Jas.  D.  Thompson, 
Chas.  B.  Maund. 

No.     2.  F.  N.  Chapman,  J.  W.  Jardine,  Geo.  Milligan. 

No.  3.  R.  A.  Cromwell,  J.  F.  Langley,  John  Lawson,  Alex.  C, 
Ross. 

No.  4.  E.  J.  Phillips,  M.  B.jEagan,  W.  J.  Roberton,  J.  Rennie, 
Chas.  Rose. 

No.  5.  J.  L.  Walton,  P.  W.  Birtwistle,  J.  S.  Moe,  E.  J.  Sifton, 
W.  E.  A.  Best,  J.  F.  Faulds,  R.  D.  A.  Hillier,  Allan 
Bougue,  W.  W.  Gammage. 

No.     7.  Peter  Gunter. 

No.  8.  W.  E.  Douglas,  S.  N.  Hughes,  E.  A.  Haist,  G.  W.  Fraser, 
J.  C.  McLachlan,  W.  J.  Ritchie,  J.  Leake,  W.  H. 
Clapp,  A.  J.  Darrogh,  H.  T.  Beemer. 

No.  30.  A.  Egener,  Jas.  Inkster,  H.  W.  Ball. 

No.  32.  F.  W.  Parks,  T.  A.  Dupuis,  A.  J.  Doke. 

No.  46.  Wm.  Webster,  Wm.  O'Brien,  S.FA.  Doupe,  Wm.  Reid. 

No.  52.  M.  A.  Brimacombe.fJ.  W.fBuchanan,  G.  S.  Decker,  A. 
E.  Durrant,  C.  F.  Forrest,  C.  E.  Goulding,  H.  T. 
McLeod,  F.  J.  Nixon,  Alex.  Ross,  F.  D.  Stewart, 
A.  C.  Sutherland,  R.  W.  Woodruff. 

No.  53.  John  Read. 
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No.  56.  W.  J.  Graham,  J.  W.  Miner,  J.  Sinclair,  Chas.  Robertson, 
J.  R.  Rotter,  Chas.  Wittlun,  J.  H.  McLauchlan, 
J.  E.  Sutherby,  T.  H.  Stewart,  J.  E.  Laine,  Jas. 
Walmsley,  G.  M.  Franklin,  Jas.  Henry,  L.  Smith, 
A.  O.  Secord. 

No.  57.  J.  H.  Chapman,  Alf.  Bonny,  D.  W.  McKay. 

No.  59.  F.  D.  Hicks. 

No.  64.  R.  Mylchrest,  A.  E.  Taylor,  S.  H.  Glasgow,  L.  H.  Taylor, 
W.  Hamilton, 

No.  73.  I.  H.  Smith,  Henry  Bloom. 

No.  76.  J.  C.  Bartle,  R.  W.  Burrell,  J.  G.  Cadham,  G.  G.  Durham, 
A.  Gray,  J.  C.  Garden,  O.  D.  Glasgow,  F.  J.  Gribble, 
J.  M.  House,  F.  Leblond,  J.  A.  Martin,  C.  S.  Man- 
chester, J.  B.  McKay,  A.  G.  McLellan,  J.  G.  Robert- 
son, E.  W.  Rigg,  J.  Wilcox,  J.  Dickinson,  G.  E. 
Foster. 

No.  77.  Geo.  A.  Wilkie. 

No.  79.  John  Hillilson,  Alex.  Mcintosh,  K.  A.  McRae,  H.  W. 
Simpson,  W.  J.  Anderson,  S.  J.  L.  Pincombe,  A.  F. 
Winkleman. 

No.  82.  Clarence  D.  Cole. 

No.  84.  Hy.  James,  J.  R.  Munshaw,  Hugh  Morrison,  Jas.  Lyons, 
H.  G.  Armstrong,  C.  A.  Campbell,  R.  W.  Matheson, 
A.  H.  Carr. 

No.  90.  F.  M.  Sutherland,  H.  F.  Holmes,  A.  J.  McGrund,  A. 
Levinson,  R.  G.  Christenson. 

No.  91.  R.  E.  Jamieson,  J.  A.  Redmond,  Thos.  Scott. 

No.  98.  Geo.  Brown,  R.  C.  Ferguson,  Wm.  Hodson,  Jas.  Irvine, 
C.  A.  McLellan,  Jno.  A.  Ryall,  A.  E.  Solloway. 

No.  100.  Levi  Patton,  Chas.  H.  Whiteworth. 

No.  103.  A.  H.  Beath,  Adam  Torrance,  G.  W.  Liddle,  S.  A.  Hunt- 
ington, W.  B.  McLean,  W.  G.  McCagherty,  A.  S. 
Porter. 

No.  no.  Alex.  Bell,  Harry  Hewson,  T.  W.  Jolliffe,  John  Macoun, 
Jacob  Harris. 

No.  112.  J.  A.  Barkley,   B.  F.  Smith,  C.  D.  Shannon. 

No.  113.  J.  C.  Macfarlane,  J.  F.  Abbott,  D.  P.  McDiarmid,  S. 
A.  Flack,  A.  A.  McDonald,  L.  J.  Mcintosh,  T.  A. 
Monroe,  F.  D.  McNaughton. 

No.  114.  A.  M.  Atcheson,  H.  J.  Airth,  A.  C.  MacKay,  James 
Perry,  W.  A.  Purvis. 

No.  122.  A.  Cameron,  L.  Coombs,  J.  R.  Kenty,  "W.  N.  Dunn, 
A.  C.  McArthur,  W.  L.  Weyman,  N.  A.  Burritt, 
Alex.  Weir,  J.  M.  Miller,  G.  Cattenach. 
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No.  124.  Robt.  May,  F.  O.  D.  Sepptell. 

No.  125.  D.   A.  McRae,  J.  A.  Rennie,  Jas.  Hislop,  E.  A.  Har- 

greaves. 

No.  127.  J.  W.  Bryden,  L.  T.  Davis,  W.  F.  Drysdale,  W.  H. 
Lively,  J.  D.  Stewart,  W.  J.  Van  Houten,  H.  P. 
Millard,  Thos.  O'Connell,  D.  G.  Perry,  J.  D.  Quine, 
H.  Stanton,  Jno.  Warwick. 

No.  128.  J.  W.  Cross,  J.  H.  McDonald,  C.  R.  Skene,  J.  N.  Fennell. 

No.  132.  Frank  H.  Lutz. 

No.  135.  Edgar  Proctor,  Geo.  Thompson. 

No.  136.  W.  P.  Johnstone. 

RESTORATIONS. 

No.     3.  W.  H.  Irvine. 

No.     4.  Jno.  A.  Ferguson. 

No.  15.  Geo.  F.  Logan. 

No.  20.  W.  J.  Hansford,  Ernest  Gartung. 

No.  26.  John  Riddick,  S.  F.  Dixon. 

No.  36.  James  Hamilton. 

No.  40.  Thos.  Rundle. 

No.  47.  Stanley  C.  Mason. 

No.  52.  James  Taylor. 

No.  53.  John  Read. 

No.  56.  Chas.  Robertson,  Jas.  Chalmers,  J.  E.  Sutherby. 

No.  62.  J.  C.  Lines. 

No.  69.  C.  C.  Warner. 

No.  79.  H.  J.  Anderson,  J.  A.  Darch. 

No.  91.  John  Chambers. 

No.  113.  D.  P.  McDiarmid. 

No.  118.  Jno.  J.  Dunlop. 

No.  119.  Mance  Williams. 

No.  121.  George  Will.  J 

No.  135.  Edgar  Proctor,  Geo.  Thompson. 
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M.  E.  COMPANION 


tiltam  jRuaf 


PAST  GRAND  Z 

AND  REPRESENTATIVE  OF  THE  GRAND 

CHAPTER  OF  OREGON 

1905 "  6 


DIED  AT  VANCOUVER 
MARCH  30th,  1907 


TORONTO,   ONT. 
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M.  E.  COMPANION 


HON.  PAST  GRAND  Z— GRAND  TREASURER 

AND  REPRESENTATIVE  OF  THE 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OF 

THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 


DIED  NOVEMBER  28th,  1907 


HAMILTON,  ONT. 
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R.  E.  COMPANION 

Jtw.  Sari  SfaUtroril 

GRAND  THIRD  PRINCIPAL  J. 

AND  REPRESENTATIVE  OF  THE  GRAND 
CHAPTER  OF  NEBRASKA 


DIED  SEPTEMBER  10th,  1907 


STIRLING,  ONT. 
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R.  E.  COMPANION 

(Srorg?  (Sal? 

PAST   GRAND   SUPERINTENDENT 

CENTRAL  DISTRICT— 1887-8 


DIED  OCTOBER  18th,  1907 


BROCKVILLE,  ONT. 


R.  E.  COMPANION 

Jnhtt  if rtljmttgffltt 

PAST  GRAND  SUPERINTENDENT 

TORONTO  DISTRICT— 1889 


DIED  NOVEMBER  21st,  1907 


TORONTO,   ONT. 
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R.  E.  COMPANION 

E  Wxllurh  (£Um 

PAST  GRAND  SUPERINTENDENT 

OTTAWA  DISTRICT— 1900 


DIED  NOVEMBER  10th,  1907 


RENFREW,  ONT. 


R.  E.  COMPANION 

PAST  GRAND  SUPERINTENDENT 

HURON  DISTRICT— 1892-3 


DIED  MARCH  16th,  1907 


GODERICH,  ONT. 
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R.  E.  COMPANION 

Jnljn  (IL  2l0tt00?mt 

PAST  GRAND  SUPERINTENDENT 

NIAGARA  DISTRICT— 1892 


DIED  MARCH  24th,  1907 


NIAGARA,  ONT. 


R.  E.  COMPANION 

Hmtratt  l$nU 

PAST  GRAND  SUPERINTENDENT 

ALGOMA  DISTRICT— 1892 


DIED  AUGUST  31st,  1907 


SAULT  STE.  MARIE,  ONT. 
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R.  E.  COMPANION 


PAST  GRAND  PRINCIPAL  SOJOURNER— 1894 


DIED  SEPTEMBER  13th,  1907 


TORONTO,  ONT. 


V.  E.  COMPANION 


SJflljn  Waring 


PAST  GRAND  JUNIOR  SOJOURNER— 1886 


DIED  SEPTEMBER  20th,  1907 


PICTON,  ONT. 
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V.  E.  COMPANION 


PAST  GRAND  SENIOR  SOJOURNER— 1891 


DIED  NOVEMBER  20th,  1907 


BRANTFORD,  ONT. 


ieatljs 


No.     i  John  W.    Bertram  ;     Edwd.    Law,    June    27  ; 

Geo.  S.   Oldreive,   Dec.   13  ;     J.    T.  Nealey, 

Mar.  12. 
No.     2  Chas.  Taylor,  Mar.  6  ;  R.  B.  Morrison,  Mar.  21  ; 

Frank  E.  Walker,  Sept.  26. 
No.     3   G.  W.  Hilton,  Feb.  2  ;  John  Macbeth,  July  12  ; 

Benj.  W.  Greer,  Sept.  19. 
No.     4  Frs.  Watts,  May  17  ;   R.  Robinson,  Dec.  12. 
No.     5  Hugh  Brodie,  Mar.  3. 
No.     6  Jas.  Richmond,  Sept.  8  ;   Abraham  Levy,  June 

10  ;   John  McKay,  July  23  ;    F.  E.  Walker, 

Sept.  24  ;  Hugh  Murray,  Nov.  28. 
No.     7  A.W.Carscallen,  Jan.  12  ;    J.   B.   Holmes,  Mar. 

29  ;  J.  S.   McCurdy,    Oct.    28  ;    Rev.   M.  W. 

McLean,  Nov.  12. 
No.     8  Jas.  Spooner,  Morris  Felan,  W.  A.  Oronyatekha. 
No.   15  Alonzo  Burley,  April  24. 
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ifatha 

No. 

16 

John  Sweetman,  Dec.  29. 

No. 

18 

Geo.  Cheyne,  July  6. 

No. 

*9 

Jas.  G.  Harris,  Jan.  26. 

No. 

20 

William  Frank,   July  8  ;    Corwin    V.   Howell, 
Nov.  20. 

No. 

23 

Alex.  Mcintosh,  July  1. 

No. 

24 

Chas.  R.  Rankin,  Feb.  — . 

No. 

26 

Samuel  J.  Pake,  July  29. 

No. 

3° 

C.  A.  Humber,  Mar.  16  ;  E.  C.  Attrill,  July  18. 

No. 

3i 

B.  F.  Blackeley,  Apr.  13;  John  Waring,  Sep.  20. 

No. 

34 

Hy.  Dollery,  Sept.   23  ;    J.  F.  Reid,   Nov.   5  ; 
Charles  Beck,  . 

No. 

37 

Wm.  Hodgson,  Aug.  8. 

No. 

40 

Jas.  Cormack,  Sept.  28. 

No. 

46  John    Hobbs,    Feb.    n  ;     James    A.    Donald, 

Sept.  13,  1906. 

No. 

47 

Ezra   Burr,   Jan.   31  ;    Robert  Park,   Aug.   3  ; 
Fred.  Bates,  Dec.  28. 

No. 

52 

F.  C.  Sinclair,  Mar.  1  ;    J.  A.  Ross,  ;    S. 

N.  Moyer,  . 

No. 

54 

Jas.  Branston,  Apr.  23  ;    W.  H.  Taylor,  April 
15  ;    Henry  Bradshaw,  July  17. 

No. 

55 

J.  G.  Rousseau,  Mar.  24. 

No. 

59 

John  Menich,  Aug.  12  ;    Geo.  S.  McGhie. 

No. 

60 

Chas.  Ross,  . 

No. 

62 

Wm.  Roaf,  Mar.  30. 

No. 

63 

Robt.  Baird,  Aug.  15. 

No. 

64 

Wm.  Eddy,  ;   W.  H.  Crow,  Oct.  24. 

No. 

65 

A.  B.  Lee,  Feb.  25  ;   Wm.  Roaf,  Mar.  30  ;    F. 
G.    Cox,    Apr.    30  ;     D.    Carpenter,     June  ; 
F.  F.  Manley,  Sept.  13  ;   Geo.  Vair,  Dec.  10. 

No. 

67 

Fred.  Smith,  Nov.  — . 

No. 

68 

John  Dunlop,  May  —  ;    Geo.  Gale,  Oct.  — . 

No. 

69 

Robt.  Thompson,  Aug.  7. 

No. 

7i 

Thos.  Hobley,  Dec.  6. 

No. 

72 

Thos.  J.  Naylor,  Aug.  —  ;    J.  Earl  Halliwell, 
Sept.  10. 

No. 

76 

P.  S.  Clark,  Jan.  31. 

ANNUAL   CONVOCATION,  TORONTO,  1908  195 


Heaths 

No. 

77 

Julius  Ward,   Mar.    1  ;    Jos.   Blakely,   Jan.   3  ; 
H.  St.  V.  Johnston,  Jan.  4  ;    Rich.  Dinnis, 
Oct.  14  ;    John  Hetherington,  Nov.  21  ;    N. 
Canessa,  Mar.  11. 

No. 

79 

Jas.  McCracken,  Apr.  4  ;   Silas  Abbey,  July  2  4. 

No. 

82 

Jas.  Dingwall,  Dec.  20  ;  Wm.  Curry,  Nov.  24  ; 
Isaac  Erikila,  Nov.  29. 

No. 

83 

David  Coleman,  Feb.  26. 

No. 

86 

Geo.  A.  Brown,  Jan.  29. 

No. 

90 

Joseph  Dargue,  Nov.  29. 

No. 

91 

J.  H.  Fuller,  May  21  ;  John  D.  Cholwill,  Oct.  25 

No. 

94 

Wm.  D.  Hamilton,  July  7. 

No. 

98  Harry  K.  Brown,  Aug.  —  ;  Wm.  Roaf,  Mar.  30. 

No. 

100 

George  Gale,   Oct.   18. 

No. 

102 

Duncan  Bole,  Aug.  31  ;  J.  F.  Bartlett,  July  1. 

No. 

103 

Jas.  Dollery,  Oct.  7. 

No. 

106 

Chas.  F.  Corner,  Apr.  22  ;  J.  E.  Charles,  Oct.  - 

No. 

no 

R.  L.  Elliott,  Jan.  —  ;   Chas.  Smith,  Mar.  12. 

No. 

113 

R.  M.  McLennan,  Mar.  10. 

No. 

114 

David  Price,  Feb.  22  ;    Chas.  McKillop,  Aug. 
20  ;    N.  W.  Cleary,  Nov.  10. 

No. 

116  Walter  Mcllquham,  July  8. 

No. 

120 

Jno.  A.  Caldwell,  Jan.  30. 

No. 

121 

A.  C.  Barrett,  Oct.  12. 

No. 

124 

Jas.  B.  Johnson,  Feb.  25  ;  Jas.  Spiers,  Jan.  16; 
Robt.  Dunn,  Apr.  10. 

No. 

128 

Jacob  A.  Agnew,  Apr.  30. 

No. 

132 

Henry  Parker,   Nov.   29  ;  '  Wm.   E.   McBean, 
June  24  ;  W.  G.  Matthews,  May  14. 

No. 

133 

Joseph  Elward,  Aug.  18. 

No. 

134 

Robert  Campbell,  June  18. 

No. 

138 

Francis  Watts,  May  17. 

No. 

144 

David  C.  Bullock,  Nov.  9. 

No. 

145 

J.  W.  St.  John,  Apr.  7;  John  Hall,  May  16;  W. 
H.  S.  McCallum,  Apr.  21;  J.  R.Ward,  Feb.  2. 

No. 

147 

Harry  Days,  . 

No. 

153 

Henry  Roebuck,  Aug.  25. 

No. 

158 

Chas.  R.  McKillop,  Aug.  20. 

M 
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EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 
E.  Comp.  Geo.  Moore,  G.  H.  President. 


BY  VIRTUE  OF  OFFICE. 


M.E.  Comp.  Donald  Ross Toronto 

Robert  Hendry,  Jr Kingston 

"       J.  Ross  Robertson Toronto 

"       J.  E.  Harding Lindsay 

Michl.  Walsh Ingersoll 

"       W.  G.  Reid Hamilton 

Wm.  Gibson Beamsville 

"       Abraham  Shaw Kingston 

"       Henry  Robertson Collingwood 

John  Leslie Winnipeg 

R.E.       "       Fred.  W.  Harcourt Toronto 


GRAND  SUPERINTENDENTS. 


R.E.  Comp.  Hy\  A.  Hackett,  Amherst'g  St.  Clair 
A.  W.  Honsinger,  St.  Thomas  London 
W.  A.  McCormack,  Brantford  Wilson 


Dist.  No. 


J.H.Walker,  Berlin 
Wm.  Stark,  Acton 
E.  Miller,  Kincardine 
E.  E.  Fraser,  Niagara  Falls 

D.  A.  Clark,  M.D.,  Toronto 
G.  W.  Bruce,  Collingwood 
W.  Bellamy,  Colborne 

E.  J.  Walters,  Napanee 
G.  B.  Magee,  Merrickville 
E.  G.  Shane,  Ottawa 

J.  S.  Gill,  Sudbury 
W.  D.  Bentley,  Winnipeg 
A.  McC.  Creery,  Vancouver 
L.  T.  McDonald,  Regina 
Fred.  Irvine,  Nelson 


Wellington 

Hamilton 

Huron 

Niagara 

Toronto 

Georgian 

Ontario 

Pr.  Edward 

St.  Lawrence 

Ottawa 

Algoma 

Manitoba 

B.  Columbia 

Alberta 

Kootenay 


i 

2 

3 
4 

5 

6 

7 
8 

9 
io 
ii 

12 
13 
14 

J5 
16 

17 

tS 


EX-OFFICIO  MEMBERS. 

R.E.  Comp  Geo.  J.  Bennett,  Toronto Grand  Scribe  E. 

"     Walter  H.  Blight,  Toronto Grand  Scribe  N. 

ELECTED  BY  GRAND  CHAPTER. 


R.E.  Comp.  Aubrey  White Toronto 

"     W.  S.  R.  Murch Kingston 

"     D.  F.  MacWatt Sarnia 

"     H.  T.  Smith Toronto 

"     Wm.  Forbes Grimsby 
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APPOINTED  BY  GRAND  Z. 

R.E.  Comp.  W.  T.  Toner Collingwood. 

"     D.  H.  Mcintosh,  M.D Carleton  Place 

"     O.  Ellwood • London 

"     R.  J.  Craig Cobourg 

"     G.  M.  Gibbs Vancouver 

SUB  COMMITTEES. 

GRAND  Z'S  ADDRESS. 

M.E.  Comps.  J.  Ross  Robertson,  Chairman,  J.  E.  Harding, 
R.  Hendry,  Jr.,  Donald  Ross,  M.  Walsh,  W.  G.  Reid,  Wm.  Gib- 
son, A.  Shaw,  and  H.  Robertson. 

BENEVOLENCE. 

M.E.  Comps.  J.  E.  Harding,  Chairman,  J.  Ross  Robertson, 
R.E.  Comp.  J.  B.  Nixon. 

AUDIT    AND    FINANCE. 

R.E.  Comps.  H.  T.  Smith,  Chairman  ;  G.  B.  Magee,  F.  W. 
Harcourt,  W.  H.  Blight,  J.  S.  Gill,  R.  J.  Craig,  D.  A.  Clark,  W. 
Bellamy. 

GRIEVANCES  AND  APPEALS. 

R.E.  Comps.  D.  F.  MacWatt,  Chairman  ;  H.  A.  Hackett, 
G.  M.  Gibbs,  O.  Ellwood,  W.  Stark,  G.  W.  Bruce,  E.  G.  Shane, 
L.  T.  McDonald,  Fred.  Irvine. 

WARRANTS. 

R.E.  Comps.  William  Forbes,  Chairman  ;  A.  W.  Honsinger, 
W.  R.  McCormack,  J.  H.  Walker,  E.  Miller,  E.  E.  Fraser,  E.  J. 
Walters. 

CONDITION  OF  CAPITULAR  MASONRY. 

R.E.  Comps.  Aubrey  White,  Chairman  ;  D.  H.  Mcintosh, 
W.  T.  Toner,  W.  D.  Bentley,  A.  McC.  Creery,  W.  S.  R.  Murch. 

FOREIGN    CORRESPONDENCE. 

R.E.  Comp.  Geo.  J.  Bennett,  Chairman. 
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LIST  OF  CHAPTERS— BY  DISTRICTS. 

ST.    CLAIR    DISTRICT,    NO.    I. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  H.  A.  Hackett,  Am- 
herstburg. 

No.  No. 


47,  Wellington Chatham 

7 1 ,  Pr.  of  Wales. . .  Amherstburg 
73,  Erie Ridgetown 


8o,  Ark Windsor 

88,  MacNabb Dresden 

119,  King  Cyrus.  .  Leamington 


LONDON    DISTRICT,    NO.    2, 


Grand  Superintendent  —  R.   E.  Comp.  E.  W.  Honsinger, 
St.  Thomas. 


No. 

3,  St.  John's London 

5,  St.  George's London 

15,  Wawanosh Sarnia 

53,  Bruce Petrolia 

54,  Palestine St.  Thomas 


No. 

74,  Beaver Strathroy 

81,  Aylmer Aylmer 

78,  Minnewawa Parkhill 

1 50,  London London 

153,  Sombra Sombra 


WILSON    DISTRICT,    NO.    3. 

Grand   Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  W.  R.  McCormack, 
Brant  ford. 

No. 

41,  Harris Ingersoll 

115,  Brant Paris 


No. 

18,  Oxford Woodstock 

20,  Mount  Horeb  . .  ..Brantford 
23,  Ezra Simcoe 


WELLINGTON    DISTRICT,    NO.    4. 

Grand     Superintendent — RJE.    Comp.    J.    H.     Walker, 
Berlin. 


No. 

32,  Waterloo Gait 

40,  Guelph Guelph 

67,  Enterprise Harriston 


No. 

S^,  Ionic Orangeville 

117,  Berlin Berlin 


HAMILTON    DISTRICT,    NO.    5. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  Wm.  Stark,  Acton. 

No.                                                    I  No. 

2,  The  Hiram Hamilton       75,  St.  Clair Milton 

6,  St.  John's Hamilton     104,  White  Oak Oakville 

J   155,  Ancaster Ancaster 
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HURON    DISTRICT,    NO.    6. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.  E.  Miller,  Kincardine. 


No. 

24,  Tecumseh Stratford 

30,  Huron Goderich 

46,  St.  James St.  Mary's 

50,  Saugeen Walkerton 

63,  Havelock Kincardine 

66,  The  Malloch Seaforth 


No. 
84,  Lebanon Wingham 

129,  Elliot Mitchell 

130,  Chantry.  .  .  .Southampton 

146,  Bernard Listowel 

147,  Lucknow Lucknow 


NIAGARA    DISTRICT, 

Superintendent — R.  E. 


Grand 
Niagara  Falls. 
No. 
19,  Mt.  Moriah..  .St. Catharines 

29,  McCallum Dunnville 

55,  Niagara Niagara 

57,  King  Hiram. . .  Pt.  Colborne 


no.   7. 
Comp. 


Evan    E.    Fraser, 


No. 

64)  Willson Welland 

69,  Grimsby Grimsby 

76,  Mt.  Nebo NiagaraTFalls 


Grand    Superintendent — 
Toronto. 
No. 

4,  St.  Andrews  and 

St. John's Toronto 

8,  King  Sol'on's, Toronto 

60,  Doric Newmarket 

62,  York Eglinton 

65,  St.  Paul's Toronto 

77,  Occident Toronto 


TORONTO    DISTRICT,    NO.    8. 

R.  E.  Comp.  D.  A.  Clark,  M.D., 


No. 
79,  Orient 


Toronto 


79,  Orient Toronto 

91,  Antiquity Toronto 

135,  Succoth Uxbridge 

138,  Shekinah .  .  .  .Toronto June 
145,  The  St.  Patrick. .  .Toronto 


GEORGIAN    DISTRICT,     NO.    9. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp/G.  W.  Bruce,  Colling- 


wood. 
No. 

27,  Manitou Collingwood 

34,  Signet Barrie 

56,  Georgian Owen  Sound 

70,  Grand  River.  .  .Bracebridge 


No. 

86,  Macpherson Meaford 

103,  St.  John's North  Bay 

131,  Amabel Wiarton 


ONTARIO    DISTRICT,    NO.     IO. 


Grand    Superintendent — R.  E.  Comp.   W.    Bellamy,    Col- 


borne. 

No. 

28,  Pentalpha Oshawa 

35,  Keystone ,. Whitby 

36,  Corinthian Peterboro' 

37,  Victoria Port  Hope 

45,  Excelsior Colborne 

48,  St.  John's Cobourg 


No. 

94,  Midland Lindsay 

1 10,  Warkworth  .  .  .  Warkworth 
134,  King  Darius  .  .Cannington 
139,  St. Andrew's  .  .  .  .Havelock 
144,  PresquTsle Brighton 
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PRINCE    EDWARD    DISTRICT,     NO.     II 


Grand     Superintendent — R.E.     Comp.     E.     J.     Walters 
Napanee. 
No. 

7,  The  Moira Belleville 

26,  St.  Mark's Trenton 

31,  Prince  Edward Picton 


No. 

44,  Mount  Sinai Napanee 

72,  Keystone Stirling 

161,  Madoc Madoc 


ST.    LAWRENCE    DISTRICT,    NO.    12. 


Grand  Superintendent — R.E.  Comp.  G.  B.  Magee,  Merrick 
ville. 
No. 
1 ,  Ancient  Frontenac  and 

Cataraqui Kingston 

22,  Grenville Prescott 

59,  Sussex Brockville 

68,  Maitland N.  Augusta 


No. 

100,  St. Lawrence, ..  .Brockville 

1 1 2 ,  St.  John's Morrisburg 

113,  Covenant Cornwall 

132,  Leeds Gananoque 


OTTAWA    DISTRICT,    NO.    1 3. 


Grand  Superintendent — R.E.  Comp.  E.  G.  Shane,  Ottawa. 
No.  I  No. 

16,  Carleton Ottawa 

58,  Pembroke Mattawa 

61,  Granite Almonte 

114,  Bonnechere Renfrew 

116,  Maple Carleton  PI. 


133,  St.  Francis...  Smith's  Falls 

143,  Glengarry Maxville 

148,  St.  John's. .  .  Vankleek  Hill 
151,  Laurentian Pembroke 


ALGOMA    DISTRICT,    NO.    14. 


Grand   Superintendent- 
No. 

82,  Shuniah Port  Arthur 

90,  Golden Kenora 

'95,  Tuscan Sudbury 


R.E.  Comp.    J.  S.  Gill,  Sudbury. 

No. 

102,  Algonquin S.  Ste. Marie 

140,  Ft.  William. .  .Ft.  William 

149,  At  wood Rainy  River 

152,  Alberton Ft.  Frances 


MANITOBA    DISTRICT,    NO.    1 5. 

Grand    Superintendent — R.E.    Comp.    W.    D.      Bentley, 
Winnipeg. 


No. 

52,  Pr.  Rupert Winnipeg 

99,  Keystone  .  ..Port,  la  Prairie 

10 1,  Corinthian Boissevain 


No. 

136,  King  Edward, . .  .  Neepawa 

141,  Keystone Brandon 

156,  Avondale Hartney 
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Grand    Superintendent — R.   E.     Comp.      A.  McC.  Creery, 
Vancouver. 


No. 
98,  Vancouver.  .  .  .Vancouver 
124,  Westm'ster,  N.Westm'ter 


No. 

127,  Keystone Nanaimo 

142,  Cyrus Cumberland 


ALBERTA    DISTRICT,    NO.     1 7. 


'Grand  Superintendent — R.E.     Comp 
Regina. 
No. 

106,  AiDerta Calgary 

118,  North  Star  .  .  .Edmonton 

158,  Shekinah  Lethbridge 

160,  Pr.  Albert,   Prince  Albert 


L.     T.  ?  McDonald, 


No. 

1 2  t  ,  Wascana Regina 

126,  Assiniboia  .  .Medicine  Hat 
159,  Golden  West,  High  River 


KOOTENAY    DISTRICT,     NO.     l8. 

Grand  Superintendent — R.E.  Comp.  Fred  Irvine,  Nelson. 


No. 

120,  Kootenay Kaslo 

122,  Rossland Rossland 

123,  Nelson Nelson 


No. 

125,  RockyMount'n,Cranbrook 

128,  Revelstoke.. .  .Revelstoke 

137,  Crow's  Nest Fernie 

157,  Okanagan Vernon 


UNATTACHED. 


No. 

54,  Klondike, 


Dawson  City,  Y.T. 
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GRAND    REPRESENTATIVES 

AT  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 


Grand  Chapters. 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

District  of  Columbia 

Florida 

Georgia 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Indian  Territory .  .  . 

Iowa 

Ireland 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Minnesota. 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Brunswick 

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey 

New  South  Wales.  . 

New  York 

New  Zealand 

North  Carolina 

North  Dakota 

Nova  Scotia 

Ohio 

Oregon . . .  . . 

Pennsylvania 

Quebec 

Rhode  Island 

Scotland 

South  Carolina 

South  Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Vermont 

Victoria 

Virginia 

Western  Australia .  .  . 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 


William  Rea 

William  Birrell 

T.  W.  Chappie 

Samuel  Wesley 

Arthur  McGinnis 

Abraham  Shaw 

TTtTiVfacNabb 

Geo.  F.  Shepley 

Richard  Mahoney... 
Allan  Cameron,  M.D 

William  Forbes 

George  Waugh 

Ed.  Worth 

C.  W.  Postlethwaite. 

Geo.  J.  Bennett 

J.  .1M    Gil7sr>" 

Henry  T.  Smith 

Robert  Hendry,  Jr. . 

Benjamin  Allen 

R."G.  W.  Co'nolly... 
John  E.  Harding  .  .  . 

Oliver  Hillwood 

E.  E.  Chipman 

Wm.  Gibson 

K.  ±i.  Spencer 

W.  H.  Mowat 

W.  S.  R.  Murch 

J.  G.  Bottomley. .  .  . 

Donald  Ross 

J.  Ross  Robertson  .  . 

John   Leslie.  . 

Aubrev  White 

Wm.  G.  Bell 

George  Moore 

Hugh    A.    Mackay  . 
Fred  W    Harcpurt,  .  . 
Donald  McFhie 

D.  F.  Mac  Watt 

Michael    Walsh 

LTUKerr 

wTT.  Toner 

A.  E.  Cooper 

H.  H.  Watson 

E.  T.  Malone 

J.  1?.  JMix75h 

W.  G.  Reid 

Alex.  Patterson 

William  Panton 

David  Taylor 

Gavin  Stewart 


Residence. 


Ottawa 

Hamilton. 

Kenora. 

Barrie. 

Belleville. 

Kingston . 

Chatham. 

Toronto. 

Guelph. 

Owen  Sound 

Grimsby. 

Stratford . 

Kent  Bridge 

Toronto. 

Toronto . 

Hamilton. 

Toronto . 

Kingston . 

Toronto . 

St.  Catharines, 

Lindsay . 

London. 

Kaslo . 

Beamsville. 

Trenton. 

Brockville. 

Kingston. 

Niagara. 

Toronto . 

Toronto. 

Winnipeg. 

Toronto . 

Winnipeg. 

Hamilton. 

Berlin. 

Toronto . 

Hamilton 

Sarnia. 

Ingersoll. 

Toronto . 

Collingwood. 

London. 

Vancouver. 

Toronto . 

Toronto . 

Hamilton. 

Toronto . 

Milton. 

Ottawa. 

Woodstock. 
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GRAND    REPRESENTATIVES 

FROM  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

District  of  Columbia 

Florida 

Georgia 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Indian  Territory. . . 

Iowa 

Ireland 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Brunswick. .  .  . 

New  Hampshire.  .  . 

New  Jersey 

New  South  Wales. . 

New  York 

New  Zealand 

North  Carolina.  .  .  . 

North  Dakota 

Nova  Scotia 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Quebec 

Rhode  Island 

Scotland 

South  Carolina 

South  Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Vermont 

Victoria 

Virginia 

ni   Australia. 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 


Lew  Lazarus 

John  M.  Ormsby 

Jeff  L.  Davis 

Roland  E.  Hartley 

Lawrence  N.   Greenleaf. . 

Geo.  N.  Delap 

Geo.  F.  Young 

Arthur  Carr 

L.  T.  Merritt 

A.  M.  Lambdin 


Thos.  R.  Marshall 

John  Rennie 

Chas.  0.  Greever 

J.  H.  Neilson 

Jno.  R.  McLaurin 

H.  R.  French 

Andrew  Hero,  Jr 

WinfieldS.  Hinkley 

J.  M.  Carter 

Richard  N.  Atwood 

Andrew  P.  Swanstrom  . 

William  Kimmel 

Thos.  R.  Morrow 

Oscar  R.  Allan    

Frank  Bell 


Alpheus  W.  Baker 

Rev.  Jas.  H.  Clark,  D.D. 

A.  P   Gribben 

Edward  B.  Cantine 

Robert   Fletcher 

J.  E.  Cameron 

Geo.  H.  Keyes 

Neil  McKelvie 

C.  A.  Woodward 

Donald  McKay 


Will  H.  Whyte. 
W.  R.  Greene.  . 


John  R.  Bellinger. 

D.  Carrigan 

Martin  Bell 

W.  A.  Scott 

C.  W.  Whitcomb  , 
J.  D'Amer  Drew. . 

E.  L.  Guey 


John  A.  Zorn. 
A.  J.  Wallace. 


Birmingham. 

Tucson. 

Fayetteville. 

San  Francisco. 

Denver. 

Hartford. 

Wilmington. 

Washington. 

Buena  Vista. 

Barnesville. 

Columbia  City. 

Lehigh . 

Dea  Moines. 

Dublin . 

Ellsworth. 

Mount  Sterling. 

New  Orleans. 

Lisbon. 

Baltimore. 

Boston. 

St.   Paul. 

Abenlc  n 

Kansas  City. 

Omaha. 

Reno. 

Lebanon. 

Camden. 

Sydney 

Albany. 

Wellington. 

Raleigh. 

Ellandale. 

Summcrsido,  P.E.I. 

Cleveland. 

Portland 

P.O.Box  1207,  Montreal 

Providence. 

Bamberg. 

Custer  City. 

Paris. 

Floresville. 

Proctorsville. 

Melbourne. 

Norfolk. 

Wheeling. 
Duran. 


N.B. — The   Grand   Chapters  of  Michigan,   Montana,   New     Mexico 
Washington  do  not  exchange  representatives. 
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GRAND    SECRETARIES 


State. 


Residence. 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Canada 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

District  of  Columbia 

England 

Florida 

Georgia 

Illinois 

Indian  Territory 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Ireland 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Brunswick 

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey 

New  Mexico 

New  South  Wales 

New  Zealand 

New  York.. 

North  Carolina 

North  Dakota 

Nova  Scotia 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Quebec 

Rhode  Island 

Scotland 

South  Carolina 

South  Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Vermont 

Victoria 

Virginia 

Washington 

West  Virginia 

Western  Australia 

Wisconsin 

Gen.  Grand  Chapter,  U.S 


George  A.  Beauchamp. 
George  J.  Roskruge .  .  . 

John  C.  Bone    

William  A.  Davies.  .  .  . 

George  J.  Bennett 

Charles  H.  Jacobson. .  . 

James  McCormick 

James  H.  Price 

Arvine  W.  Johnston. . . 
Sir  Ed.  Letchworth. .  .  . 

Wilber  P.  Webster 

William  A.  Wolihin.  .  . 
Gilbert  W.  Barnard .  .  . 

Joseph  S.  Murrow 

Calvin  W.  Prather 

Alf.  Wingate 

Hy.  E.  Flavelle 

William  M.  Shaver. .  .  . 

Henry  B.  Grant 

Richard  Lambert 

Stephen  Berry 

John  H.  Miller 

J.  Gilman  Waite 

Charles  A.  Conover 

John  Fishel 

Frederic  Speed 

Robert  F.  Stevenson .  . 
Cornelius  Hedges,  Jr.  . 

Francis  E.  White 

Chauncey  N.  Noteware 

J.  Twining  Hartt 

Frank  D.  Woodbury .  . 

Leonard  L.  Grear 

Alpheus  A.  Keen 

Alf.  J.  Burbidge 

Herbert  J.  Williams. .  . 
Christopher  G.  Fox.. .  . 

James  C.  Munds 

Frank  J.  Thompson .  .  . 

S.  J.  Waddell 

Edwin  Hagenbuch .... 

James  F.  Robinson 

Charles  Cary 

Will.  H.  Whyte 

William  R.  Greene .... 

Robt.  S.  Brown 

Jacob  T.  Barron 

George  A.  Pettigrew. . . 
William  A.  Clendening. 

John  A,  Bryan 

Henry  H.  Ross 

John  Braim 

James  B.  Blanks 

Yancey  C.  Blalock. .  .  . 

David  K.  Reed 

Horace  B.  Joseph 

William  W.  Perry 

Christopher  G.  Fox...  . 


Montgomery. 

Tucson. 

Batesville. 

San  Francisco 

Toronto,  Ont. 

Denver. 

Hartford. 

Wilmington. 

Washington. 

London,  VV.C. 

Jacksonville. 

Macon. 

Chicago. 

Atoka. 

Indianapolis. 

Des  Moines. 

F.M.H.,  Dublin. 

Topeka. 

Louisville. 

New  Orleans. 

Portland 

Baltimore. 

Boston. 

Coldwater. 

St.  Paul. 

Vicksburg. 

St.  Louis. 

Helena. 

Omaha. 

Carson  City. 

St.  John. 

Concord. 

Passaic. 

Albuquerque. 

F.M.H.,  Sydney. 

F.M.H. .Wellington 

Buffalo. 

Wilmington. 

Fargo. 

Truro . 

Urbana. 

Eugene. 

Philadelphia. 

Box  1207,  Mont  real 

Providence. 

Edinburgh. 

Columbia. 

Sioux  Fall3. 

Nashville. 

Cleburne. 

Burlington. 

F.M.H.,  Melbourne 

Petersburg. 

Walla  Walla. 

Clarksburg. 

Perth 

Milwaukee. 

Buffalo,  N.Y 


216         GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

FOREIGN    CORRESPONDENCE 
CHAIRMEN 


Jurisdiction. 

Name. 

Address. 

William  Y.  Titcomb 

Evening  Shade. 

William  A.  Davies 

Ernest  LeN.  Foster 

Hartford 

Virginius  V.  Harrison 

Arvine  W.  Johnston 

Wilmington 
Washington. 

District  of  Columbia 

Florida 

Wilber  P.  Webster 

George  W.  Warvelle 

William  F.  Cleveland 

W.  M.  Shaver 

W.  W.  Clark 

Rev.  Herman  C.  Duncan 

Edward  T.  Schultz 

Robt.  F.  Stevenson 

Matthew  Kyle 

Burlington 

S.  J.  Waddell 

Truro. 

Ohio 

W.  M.  Cunningham 

Philadelphia. 
Quebec. 

E.  T.  D.  Chambers 

Rev.   Henry  W.  Rugg 

J.  H.  McClister.  . 

W.  A.  Scott 

Marsh  0.  Perkins 

Charles  A.  Nesbitt 

Yancey  C.  Blalock 

Walla  Walla. 

Wisconsin 

William  C.  Swain 

Milwaukee. 
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To  the  M.E.  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Companions  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 

"  Fifty  years  ago,"  might  pardonably  be  our  theme 
in  introducing  this  report.  It  is  a  long  period,  but 
glancing  backward  we  who  live  are  only  impressed  by 
the  length  of  years  in  the  great  fact  that  all  those  who 
worked  in  the  formation  of  this  Grand  Chapter  are  gone. 

Fifty  years  ago,  or  to  be  more  accurate,  on  the 
19th  January,  1857,  eight  Companions  representing 
three  Chapters  holding  under  "provincial"  authority, 
met  in  the  City  of  Hamilton  and  adopted  a  preamble 
for  presentation  to  an  adjourned  meeting  the  following 
day,  recommending  the  establishment  of  an  independent 
Grand  Chapter  for  Canada.  One  of  the  eight  was 
Companion  Thomas  Bird  Harris,  the  Grand  Secretary 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  who  was  selected  as  the  first 
Grand  Scribe  E. 

All  the  existing  legitimate  Grand  Chapters  were 
notified  of  the  proceedings  of  that  and  subsequent 
conventions  at  which  the  necessary  preliminaries  were 
effected  and  a  constitution  and  regulations  drafted 
and  approved.  The  First  Annual  Convocation  was 
held  at  Hamilton  on  Feb.  17,  1858,  with  an  attendance 
of  seventeen  Canadian  Companions  and  one  visitor 
from  New  York  City. 

Companion  Harris  on  the  next  occasion  presented 
the  first  report  from  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 
Needless  to  say  it  was  not  voluminous,  some  ten  or 
twelve  pages,  and  dealt  chiefly  with  the  matter  of  recog- 
nition   by    sister    Grand    Chapters,    Ireland    being    the 
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leader  in  this  respect.  The  others,  then  reported  as 
officially  recognizing  the  young  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada,  were  Alabama,  Connecticut,  Delaware,  Florida, 
Illinois,  Indiana,  Louisiana,  Maine,  Mississippi,  Missouri, 
New  York,  Rhode  Island,  Texas  and  Vermont.  The 
kindly,  fraternal  manner  in  which  these  bodies  couched 
their  words  of  welcome  was  most  encouraging  to  the 
northern  yearling. 

Fifty  years  ago  topics  for  discussion  were  not  so 
numerous  as  at  later  periods,  and  subjects  which  now- 
adays engage  the  reviewers  and  absorb  much  time  and  con- 
siderable space  had  not  sprouted  to  worry  the  good  Com- 
panions of  old.  In  this  initial  report,  however,  Illinois, 
with  characteristic  enterprise,  started  the  controversial 
ball  a-rolling  by  suggesting  to  the  Companions  of  Canada, 
who  had  adopted  the  nomenclature  of  the  mother  Grand 
Chapter  of  England,  that  it  would  "  be  as  well,  or  better, 
for  them  to  conform  the  names  of  their  officers  to  those 
in  the  United  States  "  adding  that  "  it  would  be  pleasant 
to  the  Grand  Chapters  through  this  Union  if  this  could 
be  consistently  done." 

Companion  Harris  proceeded  to  demonstrate  that 
consistency  was  exactly  what  the  young  Grand  Chapter 
endeavoured  to  adhere  to,  in  that  particular  regard 
at  any  rate,  for  he  replied  to  the  modest  suggestion  as 
follows  : 

"There  is  little  doubt  but  that  the  more  closely  and  uni- 
formly the  working  of  the  Royal  Craft  can  be  assimilated  the 
better  for  the  Order;  but  believing,  as  we  do,  that  our  Com- 
panions in  the  United  States  took  upon  themselves  at  some 
period  to  change  the  names  of  the  three  chief  or  presiding  offi- 
cers, and  to  reverse  their  original  position,  have  themselves 
departed  from  the  true  work  as  introduced  and  given  to  them 
by  their  forefathers.  This  fact  can  be  easily  ascertained  by 
reference  to  many  old  documents  still  extant." 

Companion  Harris  then  quoted  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations adopted  at  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Pennsylvania  in  1795,  in  which  it  was  declared  "  that 
Ancient  Masonry  consists  of  four  degrees— the  three 
first  of  which  are  that  of  E.A.  the  F.C.,  and  the  sublime 
degree  of  Master,  and  the  fourth,  the  Holy  Royal  Arch." 
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and  reproduced  Article  7  which  defined  a  form  of  return 
to  the  general  Grand  Chapter,  commencing  "  We,  the 
three  Chiefs,"  and  signed,  "  Z.,  H.,  and  J.,  Chiefs." 
He  then  concludes  : 

"Your  Committee  do  not  see  how  they  can  consistently 
recommend  a  change  in  our  present  system,  and  they  would 
strongly  urge  upon  our  Companions  in  Illinois  to  examine  this 
question,  and  if  they  find  we  are  correct  in  the  work  we  have 
adopted,  they  will  be  induced  to  restore  the  Royal  Craft  to  its 
ancient   purity." 

"We  hope,  however,  under  all  circumstances,  our  Com- 
panions will  give  us  credit  for  adhering  to  the  first  pure  system 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  as  first  introduced  both  to  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  It  is  also  the  same  as  acknowledged  by 
England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  our  mother  Grand  Chapters, 
from  whence  it  was  first  brought  over  to  America." 

Grand  Z.  Harington  dealt  with  the  Correspondence 
feature  in  his  address  the  following  year  and  R.E. 
Comp.  Franck  took  up  the  duty  afterwards,  followed 
by  Comps.  LaSerre,  Curtis,  and  M.E.  Comp.  Seymour, 
the  latter  especially  devoting  much  time  and  close 
attention  to  the  work  for  years  until  ill  health  caused  him 
to  relinquish  it  to  the  able  hands  of  M.E.  Comp.  Henry 
Robertson,  who  worthily  held  it  for  over  a  score  of 
years,  and  until  the  present  writer  was  harnessed  to 
the  wheel.  In  that  long  interval  the  records  do  not 
show  that  Illinois  troubled  with  that  particular  subject 
again,  at  least  Companion  Harris'  contention  was  never 
seriously  combatted  in  cold  type. 

In  this  connection  we  may  be  excused  for  quoting 
a  well  informed  Companion,  who,  fifty  years  ago,  was 
a  veteran  of  the  Royal  Arch,  and  who  in  1859  was 
Grand  Z.  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  being  its  second  ruler. 
M.E.  Companion  Thompson  Wilson  was  also  a  military 
veteran,  having  fought  at  Waterloo,  and  retired  from 
the  British  army  with  the  rank  of  captain.  In  his 
address  to  Grand  Chapter  that  year  he  said  on  the 
subject  of  ritual  : 

"It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  all  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
speaking  the  English  language  at  least,  do  not  follow  the  same 
customs  and  usages.  We  have  all  derived  our  authority  from 
the  same  source,  and  are  all  offshoots  from  the  Grand  Chapter 
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of  England.  I  have  in  my  possession  one  of  the  first  Consti- 
tutions published  in  the  United  States  by  Thomas  S.  Webb  in 
1802,  which  establishes  this  fact." 

"I  would  remark  while  on  this  subject  that  I  have  been 
over  forty  years  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  during  that  period 
have  seen  Masonry  in  many  countries,  and  in  all  its  phases, 
and  truth  compels  me  to  give  the  preference  to  the  English 
system  of  conferring  the  Royal  Arch  degree." 

Thus,  with  our  own  history  of  half  a  century,  we 
possess  a  link  with  the  past  revealing  conditions  of 
nearly  a  hundred  years  ago,  which  unquestionably 
strengthens  the  position  taken  by  the  founders  of  this 
Grand  Chapter  and  maintained  by  their  successors 
down  to  the  present. 

Fifty  years  ago  the  Companions  of  the  Royal  Arch 
were  content  with  conditions  then  existing  and  sought 
not  to  improve  on  the  original  plan.  The  regalia  man 
had  not  come  to  the  front  with  a  boom  in  frills,  feathers 
and  tinsel  and  a  member  of  the  chivalric  orders  was 
content  to  be  distinguished  as  a  Knight  and  not  as  a 
"  sword."  The  more  recent  playground  for  aged  boys 
was  not  then  conceived,  nor  could  the  most  extravagant 
fancy  dare  to  prophesy  the  great  outcome  of  both 
these  barnacles,  viz.,  dependent  membership,  a  latter 
day  expedient  which  seems  to  find  favour  to  the  south 
of  us.  Only  recently  we  heard  of  a  western  Grand 
Lodge  which  proposed  amending  its  Constitution  to 
provide  for  the  opening  of  a  lodge  by  a  less  number  of 
Master  Masons  than  the  time  immemorial  seven. 
When  innovation  can  go  to  such  lengths  what  may 
we  not   expect  in   the   future  ? 

Fifty  years  ago  our  sister  Grand  bodies  extended  a 
fraternal  grip  which  has  never  perceptibly  relaxed. 
This  has  been  made  manifest  through  many  and  various 
channels,  but  mainly  through  the  interchange  of  visits, 
the  Grand  Representative  system  and  the  annual  reports 
on  Correspondence.  All  these  things  bring  us  very 
close  together,  when  otherwise  the  distance  might  be 
too  wide  to  be  bridged.  True  we  may  not  see  eye  to 
eye  in  all  matters,  but  we  can  agree  to  differ  and  with 
the  best  of  mutual   regard  and    true    fraternal    feeling. 
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What  our  Companions  are  doing  the  world  over 
should  have  as  much  interest  for  our  Companions  at 
home  as  for  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  review  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  in  the  devout  hope  that  this  report  will 
be  read  and  that  the  perusal  will  entertain  and  instruct, 
we  enter  upon  the  lengthy  journey,  starting  as  usual  at 

Alabama 

Chapters   .  .    51.  Members    .  .    2,385. 

A  goodly  representation  graced  the  Eightieth  Annual 
Convocation  of  Alabama's  Grand  Chapter  at  Mont- 
gomery on  the  3rd  December,  1906,  and  among  the 
thirty  foreign  envoys  was  Canada's  Lew  Lazarus,  to 
whom  congratulations  are  due  on  his  elevation  to  the 
office  of  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest.  •  In  ample  form 
and  with  prayer,  the  proceedings  opened  and  Francis 
H.  Bates,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest,  delivered  his  ad- 
dress. It  indicated  a  willing  spirit,  but  so  far  as  moving 
about  was  concerned  the  weaker  flesh  or  "unavoidable 
circumstances"    interfered. 

"No  one  can  say  at  the  completion  of  any  service,  that  he 
has  accomplished  all  that  he  desired  or  hoped  for.  However 
fully  he  may  consecrate  himself  to  his  work,  however  great  his 
devotion  and  loyalty  may  have  been,  no  one  with  high  ideals 
for  his  service  is  able  to  do  all  that  his  hope  may  have  planned 
or  his  ambition  conceived." 

Thus  he  throws  himself  into  the  confidence  of  his 
Companions  and  delicately  hints  that  in  the  matter 
of  'short  coming'  he  is  not  alone. 

He  was  not  asked  to  rule  upon  anything  which  es- 
tablished the  conviction  that  the  Companions  recog- 
nized peace  and  harmony  as  pillars  of  the  institution. 

The  deaths  of  Past  Grand  High  Priests  Edward  S. 
Gatchell  and  Joseph  T.  Beck  in  May,  1906,  left  notice- 
able gaps  in  the  ranks  of  the  veterans. 

A  new  Chapter  was  started  at  Guntersville  and 
that  dormant  at  Tuscumbia  reorganized,  cheering 
evidences   of   vitalitv. 
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In  the  matter  of  issuing  and  confirming  commis- 
sions of  Grand  Representatives,  he  appeared  to  have 
had  a  strenuous  time.  He  stated  that  the  Grand 
Chaplain  was  unavoidably  detained  on  account  of  a 
call  of  duty  in  connection  with  his  church  work,  which 
accounted  for  his  absence  from  the  Convocation. 

A  local  Chapter  requested  that  the  Committee  on 
Work  of  Grand  Chapters  confer  the  several  degrees 
on  a  candidate  who  had  been  duly  elected  to  receive 
them.  This  was  acceded  to  and  the  preliminary  ex- 
ercises having  been  observed  in  the  early  part  of  the 
first  day,  the  Committee  proceeded  to  confer  the  degree 
of  Royal  Arch  on  Brother  Andrew  Bilbro  Perry,  in  due 
form,  two  substitutes  being  used  to  complete  the  "team." 

The  Grand  Secretary  here  attaches  a  note  of  ex- 
planation, not  of  the  "two  substitutes"  enormity,  but 
on  more  general  lines  : 

"To  correct  a  misapprehension  which  we  observe  exists 
in  other  jurisdictions,  it  is  proper  to  state  that  the  Companion 
on  whom  these  degrees  were  conferred,  is  not  a  non-affiliate, 
but  that  the  conferring  of  the  degrees  upon  him  by  the  Grand 
Chapter  constitutes  him  a  member  of  the  Chapter  which  elected 
him  to   receive  same." 

An  amendment  to  the  Constitution  was  approved 
to  the  effect  that  no  Companion  shall  be  eligible  to  the 
office  of  Grand  High  Priest,  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest, 
Grand  King,  or  Grand  Scribe  who  has  not  been  duly 
elected,  installed  and  presided  over  a  subordinate 
Chapter.  From  which  it  is  not  unsafe  to  infer  that 
hitherto  those  exalted  positions  were  attainable  by  the 
rank  and  file.  It  was  also  resolved  that  the  chief  office 
could  not  be  held  for  more  than  one  year  "successively." 

A  proposal  to  fix  the  Grand  Annual  Convocation 
at  Montgomery  failed  of  the  necessary  two-thirds  vote. 

Comprehensive  and  searching,  as  usual,  Companion 
William  Yates  Titcomb  furnishes  a  most  entertaining 
review  of  some  forty-six  Grand  Chapters.  His  contri- 
bution under  the  heading  "Canada"  indicates  that  our 
jurisdiction    for    1906    was    most-  completely    covered. 
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His  courteous  comments  on  our  system  and  fraternal 
wishes   for  our  welfare   are   hereby  acknowledged. 

Companion  Titcomb  heartily  agrees  with  the  Mary- 
land reviewer  who  took  issue  with  a  Connecticut  decision 
which  barred  a  visiting  Companion  from  the  privilege 
of  visitation  because  he  did  not  possess  the  Past  Mas- 
ter's   degree    and    added  : 

"In  our  personal  opinion,  it  (the  P.  M.  Degree)  should  be 
eliminated  from. the  Capitular  work.  It  has  no  business  there. 
If  it   belongs  anywhere,  it  belongs  to  Symbolic  Masonry." 

Robt.  S.  Teague,  Montgomery,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Geo.    A.    Beauchamp,    Montgomery,   Grand    Secretary. 


Arizona 
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For  the  Seventeenth  time  the  Companions  of  our 
western  sister  of  Arizona  met  in  Annual  Convocation 
in  the  City  of  Phcenix  on  the  14th  November,  1906. 
One  Chapter  was  unrepresented,  yet  the  attendance 
was   gratifying. 

Prosper  Powell  Parker,  M.E.  Grand  High  Priest, 
was  there  with  his  official  staff  intact  and  tendered 
a  cordial  welcome  on  behalf  of  Arizona  No.  1  : 

"I  congratulate  you  all  upon  the  peace  and  harmony  which 
prevails  throughout  the  Territory  of  Arizona,  and  upon  the 
fraternal  feeling  which  exists  over  this  entire  jurisdiction,  not 
only  in  this,  but  in  the  lower  and  higher  orders  of  Masonry." 

Just  fancy,  a  "lower"  order  in  Masonry.  We've 
heard  of  the  "higher"  attachments,  but  there  is  nothing 
in  Masonry  within  our  ken  to  deserve  such  a  description. 

He  did  some  visiting,  starting  out  with  Bisbee. 
Then  he  journeyed  to  Tucson  where  he  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Grand  Secretary  with  shocking  results. 
"The  whole  day,"  he  records,  "was  occupied  in  sight- 
seeing and  eating,"  but  he  braced  up  for  the  labours 
of  the  evening  and  came  out  refreshed. 
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He  witnessed  the  General  Grand's  working  and 
considered  that  in  the  interests  of  the  Royal  Craft 
and  to  comply  with  "the  orders"  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter,  the  ritual  should  be  adopted. 

And  an  obedient  and  dutiful  'Grand'  Chapter  of 
Arizona  approved  the  recommendation. 

The  Grand  Secretary's  report  indicated  steady 
financial  progress.     The  net  gain  in  membership  was  45. 

Twenty-four  Representatives  of  sister  Grand  bodies 
answered  at  roll  call  and  were  suitably  received  and 
welcomed. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  reported  that  the  year  past 
had  been  void  of  business  in  his  line.  He  had  made 
no  official  visitations.  No  questions  had  been  asked 
him,  no  complaints  had  come  to  his  knowledge  and  he 
had  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  present  law  of  the 
jurisdiction,  allowing  each  Chapter  to  use  either  the 
old  or  new  work  as  it  may  prefer,  is  satisfactory. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported  that 
they  had  perused  all  the  proceedings  of  other  Grand 
Chapters  and  were  happy  to  observe  that  the  Capitular 
atmosphere  was  all  serene,  but  for  "economic  reasons" 
they  were  unable  to  express  their  views  in  cold  type. 

Albert  D.  Barnhart,  Prescott,  Grand  High  Priest. 

George  J.  Roskruge,  Tucson,  Grand  Secretary. 

Arkansas 

Chapters    .  .    80.  Members    .  .   3,231. 

Fourteen  Grand  officers,  nine  Past  Grand  High 
Priests  and  seventy-five  Representatives  was  the  good 
showing  of  the  Credentials  Committee  at  the  Fifty- 
seventh  Annual  Convocation  held  in  the  city  of  Little 
Rock  on  the  22nd  November,   1906. 

M.E.  Comp.  N.  P.  Richmond,  Grand  High  Priest, 
in  introducing  the  customary  detail  of  his  official  doings, 
referred  feelingly  to  the  death  of  R.E.  Comp.  S.  D. 
Dodge,  Grand  Royal  Arch  Captain. 
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He  issued  dispensations  for  the  instituting  of  four 
new  Chapters  and  two  to  special  officers  to  wake  up  a 
couple  of  somnolent  bodies,  though  why  a  document 
of  that  nature  should  possess  special  "arousing"  qual- 
ities is  not  explained.  The  dispensating  power,  however, 
reached  its  limit,  perhaps,  in  the  issue  of  such  authority 
"in  blank"  to  the  Grand  Lecturer  "with  instructions 
to  him  to  fill  it  in,  as  occasion  might  arise,  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  petitions,  balloting  on  same  and 
conferring  degrees  " 

"And  because,  as  an  official  itinerant  of  the  State,  he  would 
occasionally  meet  with  opportunities  to  accomplish  much  for 
the  encouragement  and  upbuilding  of  our  weak  and  struggling 
Chapters,  if  armed  with  proper  authority  to  act,  as  each  emer- 
gency might    arise,    promptly  and   without    delay." 

Elasticity  in  Arkansas  enables  the  chief  ruler  to 
stretch  a  point  or  two  apparently.  He  didn't  stop 
there,  for  a  Chapter  domiciled  at  Hamburg  wanted  to 
vary  its  scene  of  working  and  he  promptly  acceded  to 
their  3  equest  for  a  dispensation  to  wheel  to  some  other 
lovely  village  of  the  same  plain  and  set  up  the  taber- 
nacle "for  the  benefit  and  convenience  of  a  considerable 
number  of  the  Chapter  residing  at  that  place."  A 
nice,    accommodating    jurisdiction    is    Arkansas. 

"At  the  last  Convocation  I  was  instructed  "To  either  visit 
or  send  a  representative  to  Mulberry  Chapter,  No.  91,  and  start 
it  to  work,  and  in  event  of  failure,  to  arrest  the  Charter."  Com- 
panions, I  honestly  intended  to  comply  with  these  instructions 
upon  your  part,  but,  from  time  to  time,  delayed  doing  so,  until 
finally  the  whole  matter  was  overlooked  and  forgotten.  This 
statement  doubtless  reminds  many  of  you  of  the  adage  concern- 
ing the  road  leading  to  a  certain  place,  here  nameless,  being 
"paved  with   good  intentions"." 

Open  confession,  it  is  said,  is  good  for  the  soul. 
Now  this  particular  Mulberry  has  yielded  no  fruit  since 
1 90 1,  and  the  Grand  Secretary  in  calling  attention  to 
the  fact,   added,   "Something  must  be  done." 

The  Grand  Lecturer's  report  shows  that  he  visited 
and  worked  for  a  number  of  Chapters,  and  in  some  cases 
using   the   extraordinary   power   vested   in    him    as    an 
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"official  itinerant"  to  put  through  candidates  without 
the  usual  preliminaries,  but  the  barren  Mulberry  was 
passed   by   unnoticed.     Nothing   was    done. 

A  High  Priest  of  another  Chapter,  yclept  Clinton, 
sent  a  communication  to  Grand  Chapter  detailing  the 
woes  of  the  organization  over  which  he  presided  and 
appealing  for  the  arrest  of  its  charter.  The  Chapter 
suffered  by  a  destructive  fire  and  had  not  met  for  three 
years.     Mulberry  Chapter  hadn't  reported  for  six  years. 

Clinton  Chapter  is  now  a  thing  of  the  past,  but  the 
bloom  is  on  the  Mulberry  still. 

"  O,  the  Mulberry  tree  is  of  trees  the  queen, 
Bare  long  after  the  rest  are  green; 
But  as  time  steals  on,  while  none  perceives, 
Slowly  she  clothes  herself  with  leaves." 

The  resolution  of  a  Companion  proposing  that  "a 
uniform  version  of  the  Lord's  Prayer  be  adopted"  was 
referred  to  a  committee  which  reported  that  the  Prayer 
as  laid  down  in  a  certain  published  Chapter  Monitor 
generally  used  in  the  jurisdiction  was  generally  used 
in  Arkansas  and  recommended  its  adoption.  The 
thought  occurs  to  one,  that  a  Monitor  of  more  estab- 
lished antiquity  than  Gerrill  and  Shoold's  production, 
might  have  appealed  to  the  pious  committee. 

Three  hundred  dollars  were  added  to  the  Grand 
Secretary's  annual  stipend,  one  hundred  and  fifty  voted 
to  Companions  in  need  and  five  hundred  to  the  Masonic 
Home   for  Widows   and   Orphans. 

Companion  David  L.  King  is  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence.  There  is  a 
probability  that  he  will  be  heard  from  in  the  future. 
No  report  this  year. 

John  T.  Hicks,  Little  Rock,  Grand  High  Priest. 
John  C.  Bone,  Batesville,  Grand  Secretary. 
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California 

Chapters    .  .    85.  Members    .  .   9,499. 

Two  of  the  official  chairs  were  vacant  when  the  Fifty- 
second  Annual  Convocation  was  opened  in  San  Francisco 
on  the  17th  April,  1906,  those  of  Deputy  Grand  High 
Priest  Cooke  and  Grand  Chaplain  Kyle.  Both  were  sum- 
moned to  their  long  home  in  the  interval  since  the  pre- 
vious gathering. 

Cheerily  the  Companions  greeted  each  other  and  pre- 
pared to  enjoy  their  annual  re-union.  Representatives 
of  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  were  invited  to  approach 
the  East,  were  presented  and  addressed  by  the  M.\  E.\ 
Grand  High  Priest,  who,  after  expressing  his  congratula- 
tions upon  the  general  progress  and  prosperity  of 
Capitular  Masonry,  extended  to  them  his  best  wishes  for 
the  continued  success  and  advancement  of  their  re- 
spective Jurisdictions. 

Prefacing  his  address  he  remarked  on  the  peaceful 
and  prosperous  condition  of  affairs  generally. 

"The  tide  of  commerce  setting  westward  through  the  Golden 
Gate  has  caused  a  season  of  abundance  in  all  branches  of  in- 
dustry. The  copious  rains  in  every  section  give  assurance  of  a 
bountiful  harvest  to  the  husbandman,  and  the  snow- 
clad  slopes  of  the  mountain  ranges  promise  a  year  of 
plenty  to  the  miner." 

"We,  of  California,  proud  of  the  history  of  the  past,  striving 
to  do  our  duty  as  we  see  it  in  the  present,  look  forward  with  an 
abiding  faith  in  a  still  more  glorious  future  for  this  Common- 
wealth on  the  shores  of  the  Sunset  sea." 

Alas,  even  then  the  terrific  forces  of  nature  were 
preparing  for  the  awful  upheaval  of  the  early  morning, 
but  all  unconscious  of  the  pending  calamity  the  Com- 
panions devoted  themselves  to  the  peaceful  labors  of 
the  session. 

The  reports  all  pointed  to  steady  advance,  Grand 
Chapter's  assets  totalling  $57,455. 

Grand  Lecturer  Ascroft  had  a  busy  }^ear  in  promul- 
gating the  new  ritual  and  educating  the  Chapters.     This 
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officer  receives  a  salary  of  $  1,20c,  and  is  assisted  by 
deputies  whose  travelling  outlay  is  covered  by  a  warrant 
on  the  Grand  Treasurer.  The  retention  of  the  Grand 
Lecturer  was  warmly  advocated  by  the  Committee 
whose  recommendation  found  unanimous  favour  in 
Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  Secretary  read  a  communication  from 
Golden  Gate  Commandery  of  Knights  Templars  an- 
nouncing the  placing  of  the  corner-stone  of  their  new 
Masonic  Temple  on  the  ensuing  Saturday,  April  21st, 
and  inviting  the  Grand  Chapter  to  participate  in  the 
ceremonies  incident  thereto,  and  to  share,  as  guests,  the 
hospitality  of  the  Commandery  on  that  occasion. 

Another  worthy  mundane  proposal  that  was  disposed 
of  by  a  higher  power. 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  had  nothing  before  them 
and  a  sub-committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
reason  for  the  prevailing  peace  and  harmony  and  to 
ascertain  why,  if  no  grievance  existed,  the  present  com- 
mittee had  been  appointed. 

The  members  reported  in  due  time  that  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Section  1  of  Article  VII.  of  the 
Constitution  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  a  Committee  on 
Grievances  was  not  only  authorized  but  Was  required  to 
be  appointed. 

"Your  Committee  submit  that  it  follows  that  even  in  the 
absence  of  the  least  grievance,  under  the  Constitution,  the  Com- 
mittee should  assemble,  organize,  salute  each  other  and  ad- 
journ, subsequent!)'  reporting  its  action  to  the  Grand  Chapter." 

And  thus  something  was  made  out  of  nothing. 

Notice  was  given  that  the  Convention  of  Annointed 
High  Priests  would  assemble  in  the  Asylum  of  "California" 
Commandery  at  eight  o'clock  that  evening,  and  all  those 
entitled  to  receive  the  Order  were  requested  to  register 
their  names. 

"After  prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain  the  Grand  Chapter 
was  called  off  until  10  o'clock  tomorrow  morning." 
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And  what  did  "to-morrow  morning"  reveal  ?  But 
let  the  worthy  Grand  Secretary  tell  the  story  : 

"The  Grand  Chapter  called  off  at  five  o'clock  of  the  evening 
of  the  17th,  giving  time  for  the  necessary  refreshment  and 
preparation  for  the  assembling  of  the  Convention  of  Anointed 
High  Priests  at  eight  o'clock.  The  Convention  met  at  the  ap- 
pointed time,  transacted  its  business,  and  conferred  the  Order 
of  High   Priesthood  on  fourteen  eligible  Companions. 

In  due  time  we  crossed  the  Bay  homeward  bound,  where 
we  arrived  at  11.20  p.m.,  and  retired  with  no  thoughts  but  of 
the  morrow  and  its  ten  o'clock,  with  the  calling  on  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  and  the  conclusion  of  the  Fifty-second  Annual  Con- 
vocation. 

The  unexpected  announced  itself  at  5.13  a.m.,  as  the  drow- 
siness was  passing  at  the  conclusion  of  the  night's  rest.  The 
earthquake  and  its  horrors  have  been  too  often  described  for 
repetition  here.  It  passed,  and,  after  a  somewhat  hurried 
breakfast,  the  undersigned  .commenced  that  never-to-be-for- 
gotten circumambulation,  with  the  Masonic  Temple  as  the 
objective   point. 

With  no  street  cars  running,  the  only  resource  was  an 
express  wagon  to  the  Creek  Route  boat,  and  after  an  anxious 
passage  we  were  landed,  although  far  north  of  the  boat's  ac- 
customed slip.  By  this  time,  10.30,  the  fires  were  burning  in  a 
hundred  localities ;  a  Santa  Fe  train  of  cars  was  burning  on  the 
Belt  Railroad,  within  five  hundred  yards  of  the  Ferry  Building. 
Our  only  chance  to  reach  the  Temple  was  by  going  around  the 
line  of  fire,  north  or  south.  Taking  the  southern  route,  we 
pressed  forward,  reaching  Valencia  street  before  pressing  west 
to  Laguna;  thence  north  to  Geary  street;  down  Geary  to  the 
Starr  King  Building,  where  our  offices  were  located.  It  was 
then  2.30  p.m.,  and  by  that  time  martial  law  had  been  virtually 
declared;  lines  formed,  guards  stationed,  and  all  access  to 
Masonic   Temple   prohibited." 

R.  E.  Comp.  Davies:  feelings  can  be  imagined  when 
in  addition  to  the  horrors  by  which  he  was  surrounded, 
he  was  unable  to  reach  his  Companions  and  learn  if  any 
had  been  overwhelmed  in  the  disaster.  The  record  tells 
us  that  in  spite  of  the  direful  events  of  that  memorable 
early  morning,  the  happenings  of  the  moment  and  the 
awful  uncertainty  of  the  future,  the  faithful  officers  of 
Grand  Chapter,  with  the  one  exception,  gathered  at  the 
appointed  hour  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  only  to  find 
that  portions  of  it  including  the  Chapter  Hall,  were  in 
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ruins.  The  Convocation  met  in  another  apartment  and 
heroically  resumed  business,  Companion  Tapscott  acting 
as  Grand  Secretary. 

"Grand  High  Priest  Thomas  Flint  thereupon  stated  that 
by  reason  of  the  circumstances  under  which  the  Grand  Chapter 
is  now  in  session — the  earthquake  which  visited  the  city  at 
5.13  o'clock  this  morning  having  wrecked  the  city,  and  the 
conflagration  caused  thereby  being  now  raging  within  two 
blocks  of  Masonic  Temple,  and  being  entirely  beyond  control, 
Masonic  Temple,  wherein  the  Grand  Chapter  is  in  session 
being  exceedingly  unsafe  by  reason  of  the  earthquake,  the 
Grand  Chapter  Hall  therein  being  filled  with  fallen  debris,  and 
King  Solomon's  Hall  itself  being  partially  covered  with  plas- 
tering shaken  from  the  ceilings  and  walls — it  was  necessary 
to  proceed  promptly  with  the  important  business  then  de- 
manding attention  to  the  end  that  the  lives  of  the  Companions 
in  attendance  at  the  present  session  might  not  be  unnecessarily 
endangered,  and  also  that  the  assembled  Companions  might  go 
to  the  relief  of  those  in  need  of  succor." 

The  election  of  officers  was  thereupon  proceeded  with 
and  on  motion,  unanimously  carried,  all  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  the  Grand  Chapter  was  referred  to  the  Grand 
Council,  with  full  power  to  act  thereon.  The  newly 
elected  officers  were  then  installed. 

In  addition  to  the  Grand  officers,  Companions  re- 
presenting thirty  Chapters  were  present  at  this  remark- 
able closing  session. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  stated  that  the  personnel  of  the 
various  committees  would  be  announced  later — a 
communication  having  been  just  received,  that  the 
military  in  charge  of  the  district  in  which  Masonic  Temple 
was  located  had  requested  that  the  building  be  vacated 
immediately  for  safety,  the  Palace  Hotel,  just  opposite, 
being  on  fire,  and  the  Grand  Chapter  closed. 

On  the  previous  evening  Excellent  Companion 
Henry  Siess,  High  Priest  of  Petaluma  Chapter,  No.  22, 
an  earnest  worker  in  Capitular  Masonry,  was  present  at 
the  Convention  of  High  Priests. 

"At  5.13  of  the  morning  of  the  18th  the  earthquake  came; 
houses  were  badly  shaken  and  in  some  localities  destroyed, 
among  the  latter  was  one  sheltering  our  Companion  who  was 
visiting   a   brother    in    the   city.      Our   Companion   had   retired 
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for  the  night  and  was  not  seen  again  of  man ;  a  few  relics,  among 
them  his  Masonic  badge,  were  all  that  remained  of  our  Excellent 
Companion  Henry  Siess.     God  give  him  rest." 

Grand  Secretary  Davies  thus  introduces  a  brief 
review  of  some  of  the  Grand  Chapters,  though  were  it 
omitted  we  feel  confident  he  would  be  fully  and  freely 
forgiven.  It  is  however,  a  palpable  illustration  of  his 
indomitable  pluck,  and  an  evidence  of  his  rare  value  as  a 
conscientious  officer. 

"In  consequence  of  the  uncertain  conditions  prevailing 
from  the  time  appointed  for  the  Fifty-second  Annual  Convo- 
cation, the  present  Report  is  submitted  as  a  makeshift  to  fill 
in  a  portion  of  the  space  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  one 
destroyed.  The  interval  from  the  memorable  18th  of  April 
has  been  improved  in  getting  duplicates  of  last  year's  returns, 
upon  which  to  found  the  present  paper.  Meanwhile  we  have 
received  reports  from  sister  jurisdictions,  from  which  we  gather 
the  salient  points,  and  submit  this  brief  report  to  convince 
our  Companions  that  we  'still  live.'  " 

A  page  of  this  interesting  compilation  is  given  to 
Canada  for  1906,  a  fact,  which  under  the  circumstances 
is  duly  appreciated.  Companion  Davies  concludes  his 
report  in  these  words  : 

"In  the  brief  interval  from  5.13  a.m.  to  breakfast  time 
the  destruction  of  the  'city  had  been  entered  upon,  millions  in 
value  had  disappeared.  Our  entire  community  were  a  stricken 
people,  paralyzed  by  the  extent  of  the  calamity,  and  yet  not 
able  to  comprehend  the  extent  of  the  disaster,  but  as  in  Cali- 
fornia lingo,  the  words  '  give  up  '  or  surrender  have  no  place, 
and  although  books,  records,  blanks,  fixtures  and  furniture, 
have  dropped  out  of  sight,  we  sent  for  duplicates  and  com- 
menced to  build,  anew,  and  as  the  first  result  we  submit  this 
makeshift." 

As  a  tribute  to  California's  Grand  Secretary  and 
Correspondent,  and  in  appreciation  of  his  remarkable 
energy  and  vitality,  we  gladly  quote  Maine's  reviewer  : 

"Comp.  Davies's  Correspondence  Report  had  been  printed 
distributed,  and  of  course  destroyed.  With  wonderful  energy 
he,  as  Grand  Secretary,  obtained  duplicates  of  last  year's  re- 
turns and  other  documents  necessary  to  prepare  the  report 
of  the  proceedings,  and  before  the  summer  was  over  had  pre- 
pared a  new  correspondence  report  of  thirty-nine  pages,  on 
which  he  deserves  the  heartiest  congratulations.  Most  of  us, 
under  such  trying  circumstances,  would  have  been  content  to 
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omit  the  correspondence  report  for  one  year;  and  we  cannot 
claim  the  honor  and  glory  of  being  octogenarians,  either.  It 
is  an  odd  coincidence  that  the  present  writer  is  reading  the 
California  proceedings  and  making  this  report  on  Comp.  Davies's 
eightieth    birthday,    February    5,    1907." 

1907 

Chapters  —  85.  Members    .  .   9,835. 

With  the  awful  events  of  the  preceding  April  fresh  in 
their  memories,  the  California  Companions  foregathered 
in  Mission  Masonic  Temple,  San  Francisco,  on  the  16th 
April,  1907,  for  their  Fifty-third  Annual  Convocation. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Eli  T.  Blackmer,  Grand  Chaplain, 
offered  tip  a  touching  prayer,  recalling  the  time  of  peril 
and  tribulation  and  expressing  heartfelt  gratitude  to  the 
"Creator,  Ruler  and  Preserver  of  all  that  is"  for  mercies 
vouchsafed. 

Grand  High  Priest  Hughes,  in  addressing  the  Com- 
panions, was  mindful  too  of  what  is  due  from  the  creature 
to  his  Creator. 

"One  year  ago  I  left  you  in  all  the  confusion  incident  to  a 
great  calamity.  The  avenues  to  our  Sanctuary  were  filled  with 
the  falling  portraits  of  Companions  gone.  The  Tabernacle 
was  deserted  and  the  robes,  ornaments  and  jewels  were  cast  aside 
as  of  no  value.  The  lesser  lights  were  extinguished  and  the 
Companions  separated  and  fled  as  from  a  pestilence." 

"To-day  all  is  changed  and  we  are  assembled  through 
the  goodness  of  the  Supreme  Ruler  to  give  thanks  for  his  care 
and  protection  through  the  recess  of  Grand  Chapter  and  to 
permit  us  to  come  together  again  to-day." 

Three  new  Chapters  were  constituted  and  three  under 
dispensation  appealed  for  charters. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  complimented  the  Grand 
Lecturer  on  the  production  of  a  "Cypher  and  Monitor," 
a  valuable  aid  to  Chapter  work. 

A  pioneer  Chapter  of  the  jurisdiction,  one  chartered 
in  May,  185 1,  under  the  true  California  cognomen  of 
"Manzanita"  Chapter,  No.  29  ;  after  an  active  and 
prosperous  existence,  "was  stricken  by  a  verdict  of  the 
courts  forbidding  hydraulic  mining,  which  took  from  it 
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its  kindred  and  brethren  and  left  it  a  wreck."  Hence 
the  surrender  of  the  charter  and  effects.  Sad  ending 
after  so  many  years  of  activity. 

"Although  the  work  of  the  Jurisdiction  has  been  fairly 
progressive,  the  great  disaster  has  left  its  mark  upon  the  usual 
record;  the  direct  cause  of  which  may  be  traced  to  the  crippling 
of  several  Chapters  through  the  loss  of  workers  whose  time 
and  attention  have  been  fully  occupied  in  the  endeavor  to  re- 
habilitate their  business  interests,  with  increased  family  respon- 
sibilities growing  out  of  the  unusual  conditions." 

"For  these  reasons  our  membership  is  increased  from 
9,499  to  about  9,835,  and  we  are  content  with  the  conservative 
gain  of  about  340." 

The  Finance  Committee  congratulated  Grand  Chapter 
on  its  present  excellent  financial  condition,  and  a  special 
committee  was  authorized  to  subscribe  fifty  thousand 
dollars  from  the  funds  for  the  erection  of  a  new  Masonic 
Temple  in  San  Francisco,  when  the  proper  organization 
for  that  purpose  has  been  perfected. 

A  resolution  of  appreciation  and  gratitude  to  Royal 
Arch  Masons  everywhere  for  assistance  and  sympathy 
in  the  hour  of  affliction  was  submitted  and  adopted  by 
a  rising  vote. 

The  thanks  of  Grand  Chapter  were  very  opportunely 
tendered  to  Grand  Secretary  William  A.  Davies,  for  his 
thoughtfulness  and  foresight  in  having  the  property 
of  Grand  Chapter  insured  against  fire  and  by  which  the 
Grand  Chapter  was  saved  the  amount  of  $2,375.00  ; 
and  for  his  excellent  work  in  restoring  the  records  of 
the  Grand  body,  realizing  that  this  great  work  could 
never  have  been  accomplished  by  a  less  experienced 
person  and  Grand  Chapter  was  congratulated  in  having 
so  competent  and  painstaking  an  official. 

It  was  also  unanimously  decided  to  mark  by  a 
suitable  presentation  "the  courageous  performance  of 
duty"  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Thomas  Flint,  on  the 
morning  of  the  18th  April,   1906. 

Comp.  William  D.  Stephens  awoke  the  memories  of 
that  fatal  day  by  referring  to,  and  relating  incidents  of, 
what  happened  in  the  Temple  on  the  eventful  morning 
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with  suggestions  of  an  organization  to  perpetuate  the 
memories  of  that  great  disturbance  and  a  suggestion 
among  others  that  the  names  of  those  present  be  framed 
in  iron  and  hung  on  the  walls  of  the  new  Temple,  that  is 
to  be. 

Congratulations  of  Grand  Chapter  were  tendered  the 
Grand  Treasurer,  for  his  thoughtfulness  in  preserving 
the  stock  certificate  of  Grand  Chapter  and  the  saving  of 
his  "personel,"  which  enabled  him  to  be  present  at  his 
station  on  this  occasion  and  pay  the  Craft  their  wages, 
that  none  might  go  home  dissatisfied. 

Companion  Davies  was  enabled  to  make  a  fairly  full 
report  of  his  observations  of  sister  jurisdictions,  though 
some  the  of  proceedings  failed  to  reach  him,  owing  to  the 
demoralization  of  the  mails  consequent  on  the  earth- 
quake calamity.  A  very  complete  review  of  Canada  for 
1907  is  included  in  this  capital  report. 

He  criticizes  the  Illinois  man's  free  and  easy  style 
of  stripping  for  the  fray,  or  rather  for  solitary  sword 
exercise,  objects  to  flippant  remarks  of  his  on  the 
Order  of  High  Priesthood  and  Grand  Representatives,  and 
altogether  displays  considerable  temerity  in  dealing  with 
"a  first  person  singular." 

Chas.  Joseph  Willett,  Pasadena,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Wm.  A.  Davies,  Alameda,  Grand  Secretary. 

Colorado 

Chapters    .  .   40.  Members    .  .   3,659. 

Since  last  Annual  Convocation,  the  passing  away  of 
three  distinguished  Past  Grand  High  Priests  was  re- 
ported :  Thomas  Nicholl  March  25th  1907;  George 
Keith  Kimball  April  8th  1907;  and  Charles  Otto 
Unfug    June    27th     1907. 

At  the  Thirty-third  Annual  Convocation,  held  at 
Denver,  Sept.  19th,  1907,  there  was  a  goodly  attend- 
ance, the  official  roll  with  one  exception  being  intact. 
Thirty-seven  Grand  Representatives  answered  the  call, 
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among  whom  was  Canada's  envoy,  M.  E.  Comp.  Law- 
rence N.  Greenleaf,  whose  name  is  familiar  to  Masonic 
circles  everywhere,  and  if  for  nothing  else  but  as  the 
author  of  those  touching  lines,  "The  Lodge  Over  Simp- 
kin's  Store,"  will  always  claim  a  corner  in  that  place 
where  a  Mason's  gratitude  is  hidden  away. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  who  evidently  appreciates 
the  system,  welcomed  them  cordially : 

"Your  presence,  testifying  your  allegiance  to  this  Grand 
Body,  as  well  as  your  Representative  duty  to  the  foreign  Grand 
Jurisdictions,  whose  commissions  you  so  honorably  bear.  Our 
foreign  relations  are  so  amicable  that  I  have  nothing  of  special 
importance  to  give  you  in  charge  at  this  time.  And  that  re- 
calls one  of  the  stock  criticisms  of  this  representative  system, 
"that  there  is  nothing  for  the  Representatives  to  do."  But, 
Companions,  should  the  system  be  censured  ever  so  lightly  for 
conditions  of  peace  and  harmony  ?  While  such  conditions  ob- 
tain, certainly  there  is  nothing  of  great  importance  for  you  to 
do;  but,  if  through  misunderstandings,  friction  should  arise 
between  sister  Grand  Jurisdictions,  or  if  Companions  hailing 
from  foreign  Jurisdictions  should  meet  with  misfortune,  or  if 
vital  questions  of  wide  import  to  our  fraternity  were  being 
generally  considered  by  Grand  Chapters,  would  it  not  be  the 
part  of  wisdom  to  have  a  representative  who  is  in  touch  with 
local  conditions,  personally  and  Masonically,  to  look  after  the 
interests  of  any  foreign  Grand  Chapter  ?  It  seems  so  to  me, 
and  I  hope  that  this  condition  of  "nothing  to  do"  may  ever 
continue,  if  it  is  caused  by  the  utter  absence  of  everything 
annoying   or    troublesome    in    our    foreign    relations." 

He  was  asked  for  but  few  dispensations  and  he 
made  no  decisions,  which  leads  him  to  deduce  that  the 
Chapters  are  all  furnished  with  keen  intellects. 

His  visits  were  few,  but  under  such  exceptional 
circumstances  the  necessity  did  not  arise.  An  elegant 
jewel  now  testifies  to  his  zeal  as  ruler  of  the  Craft. 

Companion  E.  Le  N.  Foster  furnishes  his  twentieth 
report  on  Correspondence.  His  review  of  Canada 
for  1907  covers  all  the  ground,  though  he  got  us  tangled 
up  somehow  with  the  Georgia  man.  It  is  a  pleasant 
chatty  report  throughout.     Concluding,   he  says  : 

"It  has,  however,  been  more  of  a  task  this  year  than  ever 
before,  for  beside  our  personal  bereavement,  which  often  ren- 
dered it  impossible  to  concentrate  thought  upon  the  subject, 


xxii  APPENDIX 

there  has  been  the  loss  of  many  of  those  familiar  in  the  repor- 
torial  field  toward  the  head  of  the  column,  which  yearly  makes 
room  for  a  younger  generation.  This  year  there  has  gone  to 
the  past  from  this  Capitular  reportorial  corps  Albert  S.  Wait 
of  New  Hampshire,  Phineas  M.  Savery  of  Mississippi,  and 
Cornelius  Hedges  of  Montana,  but  two  seem  left  who  started 
at  this  work  prior  to  us  :  Schultz  of  Maryland,  and  Barlow  of 
Connecticut,  if  we  excluded  W.  N.  Cunningham,  who  was  not 
reporting  at  that  time  and  who  was  out  of  the  running  for  36 
years  and  has  just  re-entered;  Swain  of  Wisconsin  has  written 
more  reports,  but  commenced  the  following  year  to  our  first." 

Wm.  W.  Cooper,  Pueblo,  Grand  High  Priest. 

C.  H.  Jacobson,  Denver,  Grand  Secretary. 

Connecticut 

Chapters  .  .   40.  Members   .  .    7,475. 

New  Haven  was  honored  with  the  One  hundred  and 
ninth  Annual  Convocation,  which  opened  in  the  morning 
of  May  14th,  1907,  with  a  large  attendance.  The  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Empire  State  accompanied  by  several 
of  his  distinguished  Companions  was  a  welcome  visitor. 

George  N.  Delap,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest,  detailed 
his  official  acts  in  an  address  of  pardonable  brevity. 
They  were  not  many.  He  remarked  on  the  prevalence 
of  absenteeism  in  the  "corps  diplomatique,"  but  refrained 
from  suggesting  a  method  of  reform. 

He  pointed  out  that  Connecticut  was  one  of  the  oldest 
jurisdictions  on  the  continent,  Pennsylvania  and  Rhode 
Island  being  the  two  claiming  priority  in  age,  and  al- 
though it  was  difficult  to  break  away  from  ancient  custom 
it  behooved  them  to  remember  that  this  was  an  era  of 
progress.  He  therefore  suggested  changes  in  the  matter 
of  visitation  and  instruction  so  as  to  secure  uniformity 
of  working,  a  two-day  instead  of  a  one-day  session,  so 
that  an  exemplification  of  the  degrees  before  the  attend- 
ing delegates  would  have  a  reforming  effect  in  the 
intervals  between  the  Annual  Convocations,  recommend- 
ed the  more  secure  custody  of  Chapter  warrants,  many 
of  which  had  reached  or  exceeded  their  centenary  and 
were  the  worse  for  wear,  the  appointment  of  a  Grand 
Lecturer  and  a  liberal  appropriation  for  the  Masonic 
Home. 
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He  was  an  indefatigable  visitor.  He  constituted  a 
new  Chapter  at  Wallingford,  and  directed  the  Grand 
Secretary  to  arrest  the  charter  of  another  at  Portland 
which  was  inactive,  although  material  for  work  was  at 
their  hands.  In  the  many  Chapters  he  visited  he  saw 
good  work  or  good  fellowship  and  failed  not  to  give  due 
credit  to  the  inevitable  "collation."  This  was  im- 
proved on  when  he  attended  the  Triennial  at  Boston, 
where  he  enjoyed  "daily  banquets"  at  the  Temple  and 
a  final  banquet  at  the  Tremont. 

His  colleagues  in  the  visiting  line  also  did  well  and  so 
far  as  the  record  testifies  the  jurisdiction  was  amply 
covered.  The  Grand  King  was  particularly  observant 
of  methods — ill  kept  books  and  unauthorized  forms, 
the  secretaries  apparently  being  desirous  of  lightening 
their  duties  by  securing  from  Masonic  supply  houses, 
the  latest  ideas  in  labor  saving  devices. 

The  various  reports  indicated  a  high  degree  of  pros- 
perity, fines  imposed  on  delinquent  Chapters  were 
remitted,  and  there  was  nothing  else  serious  in  the  way 
of  grievance  or  appeal. 

The  badge  designed  by  Grand  High  Priest  Delap,  and 
used  by  the  delegates  to  the  triennial  session  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  was  adopted  as  the  official  badge 
of  Grand  Chapter. 

A  Past  Grand  High  Priest's  jewel  and  apron  was  pre- 
sented to  the  retiring  Grand  High  Priest,  and  a  recom- 
mendation to  increase  the  Grand  Secretary's  salary 
found  favour. 

The  veteran  reviewer  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  H.  Barlow, 
presented  his  thirtieth  annual  report  on  Correspondence, 
nor  is  there  any  falling  away  from  his  old  time  care  and 
vigor.  The  Kansas  Scribe  had  expressed  mild  dissent 
from  Connecticut's  decision  to  exclude  an  English  Com- 
panion who  did  not  have  the  preliminary  degrees  and 
he  replies  : 

"The  only  healing  would  be  to  confer  these  degrees  upon 
him,  which  we  would  do  if  he  desired  to  affiliate  with  one  of 
our  Chapters,  but  not  simply  to  allow  him  to  visit." 
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This  is  so  at  variance  with  the  method  adopted  by 
the  majority  of  sister  jurisdictions  that  we  are  not  sur- 
prised at  his  Grand  High  Priest  recommending  a  de- 
parture from  customs  that  do  not  accord  with  this  "age 
of  progress."  New  York's  birth  goes  back  as  far  as  that 
of  Connecticut.  In  its  young  days  it  probably  did  even 
as  Connecticut  does  now,  but  like  St.  Paul  it  "put  away 
childish  things"  when  it  reached  mature  years.  The 
writer  not  many  months  ago  witnessed  in  a  New  York 
Chapter  the  courteous  reception  of  a  score  or  more 
Companions  of  a  foreign  jurisdiction  who  had  not  pre- 
viously received  the  Past  Master  degree  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  conferred  upon  them  by  no  less  a  dis- 
tinguished Companion  than  the  Grand  Lecturer,  and 
their  greeting  with  the  subsequent  fraternal  intercourse 
was  as  edifying  as  it  was  pleasant.  Moreover,  each  of 
those  visitors,  at  a  later  period,  was  furnished  with  a 
neatly  printed  certificate,  under  seal  and  signature,  that 
he  had  "passed  the  chair."  Connecticut's  attitude 
presents  a  singular  contrast.  There  can  be  little 
regard  for  the  principles  of  fraternity  when  the  door 
of  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter  is  closed  against  a  visiting 
Royal  Arch  Companion. 

Companion  Barlow  simply  says  that  it  is  the  law  of 
the  jurisdiction,  the  decision  of  a  Grand  High  Priest 
approved  by  Grand  Chapter.  His  own  opinion  of  it  he 
does  not  venture.  With  customary  generosity  he  re- 
views Canada  for  1907,  and  we  trust  he  may  be  long 
spared  to  encourage  and  instruct  his  Companions  as 
he  has  so  faithfully  done  for  three  decades. 

Samuel  H.  Huntingdon,  Norwalk,  Grand  High  Priest. 

James  McCormick,  Hartford,  Grand  Secretary. 

Delaware 

Chapters    .  .   4.  Members    .  .    917. 

Compared  with  the  previous  year  there  was  a  decided 
advance  in  the  numerical  strength,  but  the  four  Chapters 
seem  to  be  ample  for  all  requirements.  The  "craze  for 
rank"  doesn't  seem  to  have  struck  Delaware  to  any 
alarming  extent  just  yet. 


APPENDIX  xxv 

Wilmington  entertained  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual,  as 
of  yore,  and  on  the  16th  January,  1907,  the  Committee 
on  Credentials  reported  a  good  average  representation, 
including  twenty-five  who  have  commissions  from  other 
jurisdictions  and  in  that  galaxy  Canada's  envoy  was  not 
observed. 

Grand  High  Priest  Harry  W.  Lowe,  was  a  zealous 
ruler.  He  visited  the  four  Chapters  and  remarked  on 
the  absence  of  past  presiding  officers,  a  neglect  which  he 
very  properly  deprecated. 

One  of  the  Chapters  he  reported  as  having  "struggled 
along  under  adverse  circumstances,"  and  although 
exhibiting  evidence  of  renewed  enthusiasm,  he  recom- 
mended that  the  back  dues  be  remitted.  Strange  to 
relate  this  was  concurred  in  although  the  struggling 
membership  numbered  over  90. 

He  was  in  a  "recommending"  mood  and  submitted 
a  number  of  his  ideas  for  consideration.  He  desired 
a  standing  Printing  Committee,  with  a  practical  printer 
as  its  chairman.  This  was  not  approved  of  in  the  main, 
probably  from  a  dearth  of  typestickers.  The  Grand 
Secretary  will  preside  over  the  Committee. 

He  didn't  believe  in  trials  for  non-payment  of  dues, 
and  recommended. that  Chapters  be  given  the  privilege 
of  dropping  from  the  roll  without  action,  all  one  year 
delinquents.  The  suggestion  did  not  appeal  to  the 
general  sense  of  justice. 

The  short  form  of  opening  and  closing  in  the  Chapters 
he  wished  abolished,  and  this  was  agreed  to. 

General  Grand  Chapter's  modification  of  the  charges 
in  the  several  degrees  and  its  wholesale  mutilation  of  the 
P.  M.  aroused  his  indignation,  and  he  recommended  that 
the  "all  wool  and  yard  wide"  measurement  of  the  old 
work  be  resumed.  He  added  with  no  little  courage, 
"The  Past  Master  degree  belongs  absolutely  to  the 
Capitular  system."     Delaware  agreed. 

Acceding  to  another  of  his  recommendations  it  was 
decided  that  the  conferring  of  any  degree  be  confined  to  a 
High  Priest  or  Past  High  Priest. 
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Delaware  being  without  the  Cryptic  Rite  he  asked 
for  and  obtained  a  committee  to  organize  a  Council 
R.  and  S.  M. 

Having  accomplished  all  this  he  stepped  down, 
gratified  in  the  knowledge  that  he  had  left  his  mark  upon 
the  records  and  being  suitably  decorated  with  a  distinc- 
tive jewel  he  takes  his  place  among  "the  seats  of  the 
mighty. ' ' 

M.  E.  Comp.  Harrison's  report  on  Correspondence  is 
not  the  least  entertaining  feature  of  the  proceedings. 
Canada  for  1906  was  reviewed.  He  regrets  that  we  can- 
not see  "dependent  membership"  through  his  glasses. 
No  occasion  for  sorrow,  Companion.  Our  complete 
content  is  no  way  impaired  by  gazing  at  it  through  our 
own. 

Closing  an  interesting  review,  he  says  : 

"Homes  for  the  aged  and  infirm  are  being  established  in 
every  jurisdiction  that  can  possibly  afford  it.  The  orphan  is 
being  educated,  clothed  and  fed,  and  the  hand  of  charity  is 
being  extended  in  every  direction.  This  is  pleasant  to  con- 
template. It  proves  that  there  is  more  in  our  beloved  fraternity 
than  a  mere  name,  and  reminds  us  that  there  is  more  to  claim 
our  attention  than  the  routine  work  of  the  Chapter  and  '  grind- 
ing '  out  new  members  for  numerical  strength  only." 

Thomas  J.  Jacobs,  Wilmington,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Jas.  H.  Price,  Wilmington,  Grand  Secretary. 

District  of   Columbia 

Chapters    .  .    12.  Members    .  .   3,355. 

A  Special  Convocation  was  summoned  on  the  8th 
May,  1906,  to  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  George 
Harold  Walker,  who  was  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  in 
1894,  and  again  on  the  21st  December  to  receive,  and 
act  upon,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Work  and 
Lectures. 

"The  changes  recommended  by  the  Committee  are  not 
numerous,  for  we  are  of  opinion  that  our  present  work,  barring 
a  few  of  its  errors,  is,  as  a  whole,  superior  to  the  work  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter,  but  in  certain  parts — and  we  will  pre- 
sent to  you  those  parts  for  your  comparison  and  consideration — 
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we  find  that  the  ritual  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  excels 
our  own  in  historical  accuracy,  in  more  dignified  dramatic 
action  and  in  language  more  fitting  and  impressive." 

After  an  interpretation  of  the  revised  ritual  it  was 
adopted  and  ordered  to  be  put  into  effect  in  the  con- 
stituent Chapters  on  the  succeeding  ist  of  May. 

The  Fortieth  Annual  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter 
was  held  at  Masonic  Temple,  Washington,  D.  C,  on  3rd 
February,  1907,  with  M.  E.  Comp.  Chas.  Becker  presiding. 
From  a  biography  of  the  venerable  Companion  who  has 
passed  his  73rd  birthday  and  whose  portrait  is  a  welcome 
addition  to  the  volume,  Ave  extract  the  following  which 
we  are  confident  will  be  read  with  sympathetic  interest  : 

"In  1904  M.  E.  Companion  Becker  was  stricken  with  par- 
alysis, from  the  effects  of  which  he  is  still  suffering,  and  it  was 
his  desire  to  withdraw  from  Masonic  activities,  but  the  Grand 
Chapter  would  not  consent  to  his  retirement.  Assuming  the 
office  of  Grand  High  Priest  at  a  far  more  advanced  age  than 
any  of  his  predecessors,  and  with  a  bodily  affliction  which  would 
destroy  the  usefulness  of  many  a  younger  man,  the  vigor  and 
ability  with  which  he  discharged  his  duties  was  a  marvelous 
exhibition  of  mental  and  physical  stamina,  and  excited  the 
wonder  and  admiration  of  his  Companions.  The  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  the  District  of  Columbia  love  and  revere  their  "Grand 
Old  Man,"  and  wish  for  him  many  years  of  prosperity  and  hap- 
piness." 

And  surely  that  wish  will  be  echoed  by  "Our  Lady 
of  the  Snows,"  as  Bro.  Kipling,  in  a  chilly  spasm  of  the 
divine  afflatus,  once  dubbed  the  Riviera  of  this  western 
world. 

Excuses  were  presented  for  the  absence  of  five  Past 
Grand  High  Priests  who  it  was  stated  were  ill. 

M.  W.  Bro.  Francis  J.  Woodman,  Grand  Master  of 
Masons  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  welcomed  with 
the  honors  appropriate  to  his  rank,  and  escorted  to  his 
station  as  Grand  Scribe  by  the  Grand  Captain  of  the 
Host,  a  line  of  procedure  that,  to  say  the  least,  was 
remarkable.  It  only  goes  to  show  that  in  democratic 
surroundings  where  rank  and  title  are  rare,  the  opportun- 
ity to  make  the  most  of  what's  available  is  eagerly  seized. 

The  duties  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  were  made  light. 
He  had  no  cross  questions  put  to  him  nor  did  he  have  to 
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issue  a  single  dispensation.  Notwithstanding  years  and 
infirmity  he  visited  the  Chapters  and  enjoyed  each 
occasion. 

He  drew  attention  to  a  regulation  which  provides 
that  no  two  degrees  shall  be  conferred  at  the  same 
Convocation  and  pointedly  referred  to  the  practice  of 
certain  Chapters  which  surmounted  the  difficulty  by 
calling  one  or  more  special  Convocations  for  the  same 
date.  This  "capital  "phase  of  "whipping  the  devil  round 
the  stump,"  appealed  to  him  as  an  evasion  of  the  law's 
intent  and  spirit  and  he  mildly  suggested  that  the  re- 
gulation, or  the  practice  complained  of,  be  abandoned. 

Commenting  on  this,  the  Committee  subsequently 
offered  for  consideration  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion providing  that  no  more  than  one  Convocation  be 
held  on  the  same  date.  Its  fate  will  be  decided  next 
year. 

The  sum  of  $300,000  was  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
chase of  thirty  additional  shares  of  Masonic  Temple 
Association  stock  and  the  constituent  Chapters,  pre- 
sented to  the  Grand  High  Priest  a  richly  finished  Morris 
chair,  which  was  gracefully  accepted  by  the  latter. 

"The  Capitular  World"  is  the  creation  of  that  eminent 
and  versatile  reviewer  Grand  Secretary  Arvine  W. 
Johnston.  By  that  we  mean  the  new  and  original 
caption  which  proudly  introduces  his  seventh  annual 
report  on  Correspondence.  Under  the  old  title,  his 
Companions  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  District  of 
Columbia — we  were  about  to  write  "Washington,  D.  C." 
but  remembered  in  time,  that  another  fellow  was  called 
down  for  similar  flippancy — had  for  six  years  been 
"passing  it  up"  as  a  formal  Committee  report  on  formal 
matters,  and  ignoring  the  pearls  he  had  spread  for  their 
delectation.  Companion  Johnston  has  now  baited  the 
hook  with  something  attractive  and  if  the  fish  won't 
bite  let  us  hope  they'll  nibble,  anything  to  indicate  ap- 
preciation of  a  noble  courageous  effort.  For  our  own 
part  we  hesitate  at  a  change  not  because  we  are  sensitive- 
ly conservative,  but  that  a  fear  of  consequences  is  ever 


APPENDIX  xxix 

before  us.  The  old  heading  appears  to  serve  as  a  warn- 
ing to  many  who  might  resent,  with  disastrous  effect, 
being  lured  into  an  ambush  as  it  were.  No,  we  are 
altogether  with  the  sage  of  Walla  Walla  when  he  remarks : 

"Timeo  Danaos  et  dona  ferentes." 

The  Capitular  World  is  embraced  in  some  eighty  or 
more  pages  and  a  trip  through  it  is  of  absorbing 
interest,  the  "  cold  limp  hand  "  of  the  Companions 
of  the  G.  C.  of  the  D.  of  C.  to  the  contrary — Canada  for 
1906  receives  its  full  meed,  the  writer  receiving  probably 
more  attention  than  he  deserves. 

It  is  hard  to  be  gay  in  this  weary  world,  even  if  it  is 
"Capitular,"  especially  when  one's  honestly  meant 
gaiet}^  is  interpreted  as  "chasing,"  "flogging,"  and 
"cudgelling."  Where  anything  affecting  royalty  or  the 
effete  old  world  comes  under  Companion  Johnston's 
optic  he  waxes  caustic.  He  calls  it  pleasantry.  Per- 
haps he  is  right.  At  any  rate  we  "went  for  him"  with 
"whip"  and  "cudgel,"  as  he  conceives. 

"In  doing  this  he  '  makes  good  '  a  former  claim  of  ours 
that  the  provinces  outdo  the  English  themselves  in  loyalty  to 
the  throne,  for  we  will  wager  a  breastplate  that  the  report  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  England  will  not  contain  a  single  protest 
against   our   remarks." 

And  we,  at  the  risk  of  catching  cold,  will  hang  up  our 
knightly  spurs  along  with  the  Washington  chest  pro- 
tector, and  wager  further  that  not  only  will  England  not 
protest,  but  that  not  a  single  English  reader  will  be 
found  to  see,  much  less  to  peruse,  "our  remarks."  If 
the  good  Companion  is  living  in  hope  of  being  quoted 
in  the  report  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  England  or  that 
a  solitary  member  of  that  body  yearns  to  imbibe 
knowledge  from  "The  Capitular  World's"  copious 
fount,  his  confidence  is  sadly  misplaced.  Like  the 
Companions  of  D.  of  C,  or  Canada,  they  are  lament- 
ably unappreciative.  Again  he  sees  the  "galled  jade" 
wincing  in  a  joke  with  the  Louisiana  reviewer. 

"We  have  forgotten  the  nickname  which  the  English 
themselves  had  for  His  Majesty  until  recently,  but  they  call 
the  present  Prince  of  Wales  '  Collars  and  Cuffs.'       But  not  in 
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Canada.  Oh,  no  !  If  calling  President  Roosevelt  "Teddy" 
were  Use  majeste  in  this  country,  we  would  need  Canada  for  a 
penal  colony." 

Alas  for  his  memory  He  had  forgotten  His 
Majesty's  "  nickname"  and  the  same  sorry  defect  also 
applied  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  one  that  had  never  been 
given  to  the  present  heir  apparent.  But  he  conjures 
up  an  alarming  picture  in  the  possible  penalizing  of 
American  disrespect.  To  have  Companion  John-ton 
a  permanent  resident  of  Canada  might  be  pleasing  to 
ourselves  and  advantageous  to  him,  but  to  "The 
Capitular  World"  in  general  and  to  Washington  in 
particular  it   would  be    little  short  of  a  calamity. 

Under  England,  which  he  notices  to  the  extent  of 
half  a  page  he  was  "unable  to  find  anything  that 
would  interest  an  American  Mason." 

"We  judge  our  readers  by  ourselves,  and  as  we  take  little 
interest  in  the  i)ermission  that  was  granted  Cholmondelay  de 
Cheltenham  Chapter  to  remove  from  over  Simkins's  Store  to 
the  Restaurant  Frascati,  and  other  similar  removals,  we  do  not 
feel   like   cumbering  the  record  with   them." 

Quite  right  too.  "Chumley"  indeed.  How  great 
men  and  Masons,  Earls,  Right  Honorables  and  so  forth, 
can  trifle  with  such  absurdities  when  there  is  a  great 
Capitular  World  elsewhere  to  teach  them  how  to  provide 
interesting  matter, — But  there,  wdiat  else  can  one  expect? 

It  is  difficult  to  get  aw^ay  from  Companion  Johnston. 
He  furnishes  an  intellectual  treat,  which  compels  atten- 
tion and  here  again  wonder  must  be  expressed  at  the 
attitude  of  those  for  whom  he  wrrites.  It  would  appear 
that  the  reading  Mason  is  a  rara  avis  and  he  believes  it 
true  of  other  jurisdictions  as  well  as  his  own.  To  one 
of  them  he  says  : 

"We  are  trying  this  year  to  wheedle  the  Companions  into 
reading  it  by  the  use  of  a  new  heading.  It  is  our  experience 
that  anything  like  a  '  report  '  is  shunned  by  the  great  body  of 
Masonic  readers — is  'as  poison  to'  their  eyeballs,' — and  if  we 
succeed  in  getting  them  to  read  it  without  letting  them  know 
it  is  a  report,  we  will  feel  highly  elated  at  the  achievement." 

Let  us  know,  Companion,  if  the  wheedle  is  a  success. 
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"Scotland's  unyielding  attitude  with  regard  to  the 
newly  formed  Grand  Chapter  of  Western  Australia 
elicits  from  him  some  straight  comment. 

"Our  rugged  Scottish  sister  has  never  yet  let  go  of  a  Masonic 
dependency  without  a  struggle,  and  if  you  wait  for  Scotch  con- 
sent you  will  never  recognize  the  new  Grand  Chapter.  The 
only  way  for  Western  Australia  to  do  was  to  tear  loose,  which 
she  did,  and  as  she  has  achieved  her  independence,  she  should 
be  recognized,  as  the  American  colonies  were  under  like  cir- 
cumstances." 

Claude  F.  King,  Washington,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Arvine  W.  Johnston,  Washington,  Grand  Sercetary. 

Florida 

Chapters    .  .    27.  Members    .  .    1,551. 

A  gap  in  the  ranks  of  the  veterans  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  George  S.  Hallmark,  who  was  Grand  High  Priest 
in  1883,  was  noticable  when  the  Sixty- first  Annual 
Convocation  assembled  at  Jacksonville,  on  the  14th 
May,  1907. 

"His  knowledge  of  Masonic  law  made  him  a  most  valued 
counsellor  and  instructor,  and  his  absence  from  our  Annual 
State  gatherings  will  recall  his  cheery  greeting  and  warm  hand 
grasp." 

The  official  roll  call  was  answered  with  a  few  flashes 
of  eloquent  silence,  one  of  which  was  from  Canada's 
empty  chair.  And,  by  the  way,  Companion  Webster 
will  not  take  it  amiss  if  we  insinuate  a  hint  just  here  that 
his  diplomatic  roster  in  the  appendices  would  be  the 
better  of  a  revision. 

Grand  High  Priest  Keller  introduced  the  narrative 
of  his  year  by  appealing  to  his  Companions  against  the 
tendency  to  anger  and  irritability.  Breeders  of  scandal 
and  bad  language. 

"Profanity  is  seldom  heard  from  one  who  is  contented, 
still  it  is  a  humiliating  fact  that  we  have  withi»  our  Society 
some  who  are  habitually  profane,  and  it  is  on  this  class  of  appli- 
cants for  the  higher  degrees  that  we  should  not  hesitate  to  use 
the  '  black  ball.' 
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"God  lays  upon  every  one  of  His  children  the  duty  of  being 
sunshiny  and  joyous ;  a  day  begun  in  that  spirit,  therefore,  is  a 
day  begun  right,  and  a  day  begun  in  any  other  spirit  will  have 
to  be  started  over  again  or  it  is  a  failure.  Some  one  has  given 
this  sound  advice,  '  be  pleasant  every  morning  until  10.00 
o'clock,  the  rest  of  the  day  will  take  care  of  itself.' 

He  did  his  share  of  the  visiting  and  did  it  well.  His 
colleagues  nobly  seconded  his  efforts.  He  objected  to 
anything  like  a  "corner"  in  the  Representative  system, 
and  thought  there  were  enough  deserving  Companions 
lying  around  loose  to  share  in  the  honors. 

"Several  of  our  Companions  represent  from  one  to  three 
of  our  sister  jurisdictions,  and  while  we  can't  probably  ask  them 
to  resign  all  but  one,  yet  I  do  think  it  ought  in  the  future  to  be 
the  rule  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  that  a  Companion  shall  represent 
only  one  State." 

There  are  folks  who  affect  to  see  no  good  in  dispen- 
sation, a  loophole  to  evade  the  law.  He  was  not  of  that 
opinion,  and  discovered  a  reason  for  its  utility  even  where 
the  plea  of  necessity  could  not  prevail. 

"Three  of  our  Chapters  have  asked  for  dispensations  to 
elect  officers  at  a  time  subsequent  to  the  time  prescribed,  which 
I  granted,  not  that  a  dispensation  was  necessary,  but  because 
many  of  our  Chapters  can  get  a  larger  attendance  at  a  special 
meeting,  and  a  corresponding  increase  in  their  enthusiasm 
would  be  the  probable  result." 

"Not  a  single  question  of  law  or  one  involving  a 
decision"  had  been  submitted  during  the  entire  year, 
which  led  him  to  remark  "Whether  the  Companions 
considered  they  knew  all  the  law  or  that  the  Grand  High 
Priest  didn't  know  any,  I  can't  say."  The  Committee, 
however,  endorsed  the  former  assumption. 

He  recommended  the  lifting  of  charters  from  two 
sleepy  Chapters  and  closed  with  a  cheery  account  of  the 
"good  time"  at  the  Boston  triennial. 

A  net  gain  of  186  for  the  year  1906  was  reported  by 
the  Grand  Secretary  and  his  colleague  of  the  Treasury 
announced  a  cash  balance  of  $3,046. 

In  the  afternoon  Grand  Chapter  visited  the  local 
Chapter  and  saw  two  of  the  preliminary  degrees  worked 
and  then  got  back  to  business  and  might  easily  have 
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finished  up,  but  a  second  day  was  necessary  to  accom- 
modate the  pay  roll,  so  the  Companions  retired  to  see 
another  degree  exemplified. 

What  Grand  Chapter  did  next  day  was  all  of  interest 
to  itself.  The  Grand  High  Priest's  appeal  for  a  report  on 
Foreign  Correspondence  did  not  commend  itself  to  the 
economic  views  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

William  S.  Ware,  Jacksonville,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Wilber  P.  Webster,  Jacksonville,  Grand  Secretary. 

Georgia 

Chapters    .  .    130.  Members    .  .    5,760. 

"Time  has  passed  so  swiftly  during  the  past  twelve  months, 
it  does  not  seem  possible,  that  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to 
govern  the  affairs  of  this  Grand  Body  for  apparently  so  short 
and  yet  so  long  a  time." 

Grand  High  Priest  Gable,  except  in  the  matter  of 
issuing  dispensations,  had  an  easy  time  of  it  and  his 
address  to  the  Eighty-fifth  Annual  Convocation  at  Macon 
on  24th  April,  1907,  was,  like  a  donkey's  gallop,  "short 
and  sweet." 

His  report  of  visitations  and  what  he  noted  at  them 
is  not  by  any  means  tiresome. 

"It  was  a  pleasure  to  me  to  have  received  from  many  of 
the  Chapters  an  invitation  to  pay  them  a  visit.  In  every  in- 
stance where  I  was  enabled  to  go,  was  received  in  a  most  hearty 
and  welcome  manner.  I  am  pleased  to  say,  that  where  I've 
seen   the  work,    it  was   well   done." 

He  expounded  the  lav/  too,  when  he  was  appealed  to, 
but  spared  his  Companions  the  infliction  of  any  prosy 
detail. 

"Now,  Companions,  I've  been  asked  a  great  many  ques- 
tions that  I  think  have  been  satisfactorily  answered,  and  not 
necessary   to   be   reported." 

The  Committee,  appointed  to  have  executed  oil  por- 
traits of  deceased  Past  Grand  High  Priests,  J.  W.  Oslin 
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and  Charles  Wessolowsky,  reported  that  the  paintings, 
the  work  of  Miss  Daisy  Hall,  were  completed  and  ready 
for  presentation. 

Companion  Thos.  H.  Jeffries,  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee, presented  the  portraits  to  the  Grand  Chapter, 
in  "a  most  beautiful,  chaste  and  eloquent  address,"  which, 
on  motion  was  ordered  printed  in  the  proceedings,  but 
"man  proposes."  The  Grand  Secretary  appends  the 
following  note  : 

"The  speech  of  Companion  Jeffries  in  presenting  the  por- 
traits, being  entirely  extemporaneous,  cannot  be  reproduced." 

And  thus  another  gem  of  Georgia's  picturesque 
oratory  is  lost  to  an  expectant  community. 

Eighteen  Companions  of  Dahlonega  Chapter,  with 
their  High  Priest  as  spokesman,  said  it  was  impossible 
for  them  to  carry  on  the  work  and  requested  "the 
happy  despatch  "     R.  I.  P. 

The  creation  of  the  office  of  Grand  Lecturer  with  a 
salary  of  $100  a  month,  was  courageously  moved  by  a 
Companion,  but  a  cautious  Committee  failed  to  see  the 
proposition  from  the  same  view  point. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Lambdin  is  the  worthy  reporter  for 
Georgia.  He  has  two  colleagues  on  the  Committee,  but 
apparently  does  not  trouble  them  to  any  wearying  ex- 
tent. He,  however,  manages  the  appearance  of  an 
illustrious  trio  in  his  own  person.  On  the  title  page  it  is 
"A.  M.  Lambdin"  who  submits  the  report.  The  list  of 
Chapters  reviewed  is  fraternally  submitted  by  "Alex- 
andrian M.  Lambdin,"  and  the  sign  manual  to  the  report 
itself  is  "A.  Morrill  Lambdin."  A  powerful  team  for 
which  Georgia  requires  no  substitute. 

Four  of  his  one  hundred  and  twenty  pages  he  gener- 
ously gives  to  Canada  for  1907,  in  a  pleasant  and  not  too 
critical  review.  But  then  there  is  a  connection  which 
the  worthy  Companion  does  not  overlook  : 

"As  your  Grand  Representative,  we  are  glad  to  answer  for 
you  at  our  assemblies  and  are  pleased  to  note  that  so  far  you 
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are  satisfied.  Please  accept  the  thanks  for  your  kind  words 
of  approbation  for  what  you  have  said  as  to  our  works  of  re- 
views." 

Thos.  F.  Moody,  Cuthbert,  Grand  High  Priest. 

W.  A.  Wolihin,  Macon,  Grand  Secretary. 

Illinois 

Chapters    .  .    190.  Members    .  .    24,213. 

The  reception  of  distinguished  visitors  formed  a  not 
unimportant  feature  of  the  preliminaries  at  the  opening 
of  the  Fifty-seventh  Annual  Convocation  in  Chicago, 
on  the  25th  October,  1906. 

The  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  K.  T. 
and  the  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter, 
both  products  of  Illinois,  were  welcomed  and  received 
with  due  honors.     The  former  said  : 

"It  is  a  singular  circumstance — probably  it  never  occurred 
before,  and  possibly  it  never  will  happen  again — that  the  Na- 
tional executive  officer  of  these  two  grand  fraternal  organiza- 
tions should  hail  from  the  same  State  at  the  same  time." 

The  General  Grand  High  Priest  in  acknowledging 
the  greeting,  expressed  pride  at  being  thought  worthy 
to  be  exalted  to  the  high  position  of  presiding  officer 
of  a  body  whose  "jurisdiction"  extends  over  forty- four 
Grand  Chapters,  etc. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  Frederick  Speed,  of  Mississip- 
pi, was  likewise  accorded  a  fraternal  greeting,  and 
eloquently  replied  to  the  words  of  welcome. 

Grand  High  Priest  Henthorne  in  opening  his  address 
said  that  the  number  of  exaltations  for  the  year  exceeded 
any  similar  period  in  Grand  Chapter's  history. 

Sixty-one  Companions  of  Chicago  petitioned  for  a 
"matinee"  Chapter,  to  be  known  as  St.  Cecilia,  and  he 
issued  the  dispensation.  Jackson  Park  Chapter  was 
also  a  new  venture  and  another  new  Chapter  was  in- 
stituted at  Granite  City. 
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He  was  asked  to  define  the  "great  lights"  in  the 
lodges  subordinate  to  the  Royal  Arch,  and  quoted  a 
resolution  of  1902  in  reply  : 

"That  this  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  does  hereby  declare 
that  the  Great  Lights  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  which  are  hereby 
ordered  to  be  displayed  in  ever}/  Chapter  in  the  obedience  of 
this  Grand  Chapter,  shall  consist  of  the  Holy  Bible,  Square, 
Compasses  and  Equilateral  Triangle."  I  think  this  covers 
the  case,  as  it  declares  plainly  the  great  Lights  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry,  and  not  of  the  degrees  appendant  to  the  Royal  Arch 
degree." 

He  decided  that  the  triangle  should  be  omitted  in 
the  lodge  working. 

To  a  Chapter  which  applied  for  permission  to  go  to  a 
place  ten  miles  distant  to  confer  preliminary  degrees,  he 
replied  that  a  Chapter  can  only  legally  meet  in  the 
place  named  in  its  warrant. 

He  admitted  to  two  visits  during  the  year  and  ex- 
pressed regret  that  he  was  unable  to  accept  numerous 
invitations. 

In  view  of  the  increased  work  entailed  on  the  Commit- 
tee on  Correspondence,  he  recommended  an  ad- 
ditional hundred  dollars  to  the  annual  stipend. 

The  inspecting  officers  reported  good  work  in  the 
several  districts. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Western  Australia  was 
accorded  fraternal  recognition. 

General  John  Corson  Smith,  for  the  first  time  in  many 
years  was  absent  from  the  Convocation  through  illness. 
A  resolution  of  loving  sympathy  was  passed  and  ordered 
to  be  at  once  forwarded  to  the  Companion. 

The  Grievance  Committee  had  the  case  of  a  Chapter 
which,  at  a  special  Convocation,  received  petitions  and 
acted  on  same,  illegally  of  course,  from  two  applicants. 
One  was  taken  and  the  other  "left."  The  accepted 
candidate  was  on  hand  and  promptly  admitted  to  a 
lodge  of  Mark  Masters,  but  being  apparently  a  gentleman 
of  the  "know  it  all"  variety,  he  declined  to  comply  with 
certain  requirements,  and  was  retired  to  the  anteroom. 
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Persuasion,  or  his  better  judgment,  prevailed  and  he  was 
escorted  back.  A  Companion  present  objected  to  further 
procedure,  but  the  H.  P.  decided  against  him  and  the 
ceremony  was  completed.  The  objecting  Companion  at 
a  later  date  called  upon  the  High  Priest  and  stated  his 
desire  that  no  further  degrees  should  be  conferred  upon 
that  candidate,  but  at  a  subsequent  Convocation,  the 
Chapter  proceeded  to  confer  the  Past  Master  degree 
upon  him.  The  matter  was  then  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  Chapter,  having  in  the  first  place,  directly 
violated  the  law  by  receiving  the  petitions  and  acting 
on  same  at  one  and  the  same  Convocation,  the  question 
arose  as  to  the  status  of  the  two  applicants.  In  the  case 
of  the  brother  who  was  blackballed  the  Committee  de- 
cided that  he  was  not  to  be  regarded  as  rejected  material, 
but  that  he  may  at  any  time  hereafter  petition  for  the 
Chapter  degrees  precisely  as  if  the  petition  in  question 
had  never  been  presented.  The  Chapter  had  no  power 
to  consider  and  act  upon  the  petition  when  it  did,  and 
the  candidate  was  not  to  be  prejudiced  by  its  unlawful 
action  of  which  he  could  have  had  no  knowledge  or 
notice. 

Equally  blameless  was  the  accepted  one,  so  far  as  his 
petition  was  concerned.  The  Committee  further  did  not 
believe  that  a  Companion  of  a  Chapter  can,  after  a 
considerable  portion  of  a  degree  has  been  conferred,  stay 
further  proceedings  by  peremptory  objection. 

The  subsequent  objection  was  likewise  untenable, 
because  it  was  not  made  in  and  submitted  to  the  Chapter, 
therefore  the  status  of  this  candidate  was  not  to  be 
prejudiced  by  any  of  the  irregularities  or  illegalities  in 
the  proceeding  of  the  Chapter  or  its  officers. 

But  what,  will  be  asked,  was  done  with  the  presiding 
officer  whose  duty  it  was  to  know  the  law  and  whose 
obligation  enjoined  him  to  see  it  faithfully  administered  ? 
Hear  the  words  of  the  sapient  Committee  : 

"All  of  the  trouble  in  this  case  would  have  been  avoided 
had  the  High  Priest  understood  his  duty  in  the  case.      There  is 
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no  suggestion  here  that  the  High  Priest  knowingly  and  in- 
tentionally disregarded  his  duties,  but  it  is  manifest  that  he 
was  so  poorly  informed  as  to  the  law  governing  his  conduct 
and  this  case,  that  he  and  his  Chapter  are  in  the  attitude  of 
having  violated  the  law  as  prescribed  by  this  Grand  Chapter." 

M.  E.  Comp.  Geo.  W.  Warvelle,  LL.D.,  the  gifted 
correspondent,  presents  a  review  of  the  Grand  Chapter's 
condensed  into  34  pages,  and  follows  with  some  original 
views  and  comment,  embracing  about  27  pages  and  which 
he  calls  "Facts  and  Fancies."  His  conception  of  the 
duties  of  a  Committee  on  Correspondence  is  plainly  a 
distinct  departure  from  all  preconceived  notions.  In 
his  own  courteously  pleasant  manner,  but  which  the 
lamented  Artemus  Ward  would  describe  as  "ironikul," 
he  opens  his  "introduction"  with  a  sample  of  stereotyped 
style,  or  the  way  the  other  fellow  does  it  : 

"Now  I  fancy  the  foregoing  ought  to  satisfy  the  most 
fastidious  stickler  for  form,  and  having  thus  discharged  what- 
ever obligation  I  may  have  been  under  as  a  decorous  and  due- 
observer-of-the-proprieties  reviewer,  permit  me  to  remove 
my  coat,  don  my  smoking  jacket,  and  chat  with  you  for  the 
balance  of  the  trip  in  an  easy,  conversational  sort  of  way." 

His  Companions  being  thus  apprised  that  he  possesses 
a  change  of  raiment,  he  proceeds  to  inform  them  that 
it  is  his  purpose  and  intent  to  keep  in  the  limelight 
himself,  that  intruders  may  be  tolerated,  but  their  pre- 
sence will  be  so  disposed  as  to  obviate  any  possibility 
of  their  over-shadowing  the  leading  personality  in  his 
unselfish  desire  for  "a  little  heart  to  heart  talk"  with  his 
own  Companions,  and  that  the  business  and  doings  of 
other  Grand  bodies  is  not  the  kind  of  food  he  would 
have  served  out  to  them  when  it  was  in  his  power  to 
furnish  a  more  palateable  and  nutritious  menu,  war- 
ranted home-made. 

"I  simply  do  not  care  to  write  reviews  that  will  not  be  read, 
and  my  experience  in  this  field  of  Masonic  effort  has  satisfied 
me  that  few  persons  care  a  rap  about  the  minutiae  of  their  neigh- 
bors' household  affairs.  Hence,  in  most  instances,  I  have  con- 
fined myself  to  brief  general  mentions." 

The  old  fashioned  idea,  of  course,  was  that  the  Corres- 
pondence Committee  was  created  for  the  explicit  purpose 
of  furnishing  the  Companions  with  an  account  of  how 
'their  neighbours  conducted  their  household  affairs,"  to 
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comment  thereon  favorably  or  otherwise,  and  to  profit 
by  the  lessons  conveyed.  The  experience,  gained  in 
perusal  was  often  as  beneficial  as  visitation  and  the 
Companions  who  read  with  interest  the  story  of  how 
others  "kept  house"  would  probably  not  listen  to  the 
writer  of  that  story  for  a  brief  half- minute  did  he  attempt 
to  expound  his  own  views  on  domestic  economy.  It  was 
Macaulay  who  said  : 

"The  world  gives  its  admiration  not  to  those  who  do  what 
nobody  else  attempts,  but  to  those  who  do  best  what  multi- 
tudes  do   well." 

The  desire  to  hear  himself  rather  than  to  examine 
into  the  methods  and  doings  of  others  and  to  faithfully 
inform  the  constituency  for  which  he  writes  of  his  glean- 
ings and  deductions,  would  be  very  likely  to  lead  the 
ordinary  Correspondent  into  unintentional  carelessness 
and  error.  The  essayist  and  the  reviewer  are  different 
and  distinct.  The  place  is  established  for  the  one  and 
if  a  jurisdiction  is  fortunate  enough  to  possess  one  or 
more  talented  Companions  who  desire  to  "let  their 
light  so  shine"  that  their  less  favored  brethren  may 
benefit,  the  opportunity  should  be  seized  and  a  place 
provided  for  them. 

Under  Canada  for  1906,  and  referring  to  the  action 
of  Grand  Chapter  in  declining  to  listen  to  a  proposal 
to  restore  to  the  system  the  P.  M.  degree,  he  has  the 
following,  and  it  goes  to  sustain  our  contention  as  to 
the  possibilities  of  "haste. "^      sJ^^u&  "• 

"A  resolution  to  restore  the  Past  Master  degree  was  lost. 
The  main  objection  seems  to  have  been  that  it  is  an  American 
invention.  For  some  reason,  not  very  clearly  discernible, 
anything  that  savors  of  the  Yankees  stands  a  poor  show  on  the 
other  side  of  the  border.  On  the  other  hand  the  restored 
M.  E.  M.  degree  seems  to  be  giving  satisfaction.  Well,  let  us 
hope  that  our  northern  contemporary  will  wax  fat  and  healthy, 
even  if  it  is  using  a  simon  pure  Yankee  production  and  has 
discarded  a  genuine  English  article  under  the  mistaken  belief 
it  was  '  made  in  the  U.  S.'  "  .r\_  i„ 

Except  that  the  degree  was  dubbed  the  "American 
Past  Master,"  there  was  nothing  in  Canada's  proceedings 
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to  warrant  the  inference  above.  There  was  no  "mis- 
taken belief"  in  discarding  a  degree  that  belonged 
elsewhere  and  was  "appropriated,"  not  invented, by  those 
who  were  responsible  for  the  United  States'  system. 
In  its  own  rightful  attire  it  is  the  degree  of  "  Installed 
Master"  of  the  Symbolic  system.  In  purloined  garb  it 
is  the  American  Past  Master  of  the  Capitular  system. 
We  are  quite  with  him  as  to  the  origin  of  the  M.  E.  M. 
degree  which  should  have  accompanied  the  other  at 
Canada's  "house  cleaning." 

His  singular  "Yankee"  remarks  we  leave  with  him- 
self. They  are  certainly  not  "Facts,"  so  we  must  let 
them  rest  as  "Fancies."  Moreover,  it  is  just  possible 
that  there  may  be  found  some  to  question  the  pro- 
priety of  his  reproducing  a  lengthy  newspaper  article 
in  order  to  direct  more  of  his  peculiar  attention  to 
Canada,  for  even  in  Illinois  there  are  many  who  can 
discern  the  boundary  line  in  fraternal  correspondence, 
and  if  they  can  stand  the  Masonic  press  being  levied 
upon  to  furnish  material,  surely  Canada  can  survive  it. 

That  his  too  brief  review  is  productive  of  error,  by 
reason  of  cursory  observation  is  again  illustrated  under 
Quebec  : 

"The  M.  E.  M.  degree,  which  has  been  restored  in  the 
Canadian  jurisdictions,  was  exemplified  before  Grand  Chapter 
by  the  local  Chapters  of  Montreal  and  elicited  much   praise." 

The  announcement  that  the  M.  E.  M.  has  been  even 
disturbed  in  Quebec  will  be  news  to  our  eastern  neighbor. 
The  Illinois  reviewer  may  be  surprised  to  learn  too  that 
the  degree  was  never  wholly  removed  from  the  system 
even  in  this  jurisdiction.  That's  a  "Fact,"  too,  more's 
the  pity. 

What  the  reportorial  corps  collectively  may  think 
of  the  Companion's  "stand  aloof"  attitude  would  be 
interesting  to  know,  and  calls  to  mind  the  Scotch  Elder 
discussing  the  new  minister's  probation  course  : — "In 
my  opeenion  he  wasna  justified  in  dividing  folk  into  the 
sheep   and  the  goats.     I    wadna  just  say,  Jamie,  that 
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I  was  among  the  unco  guid,  an'  I  wadna  say  that  you 
were  among  the  unco  bad.  So  whar  do  we  come  in  ? 
He'll  no  do  for  us,  Jamie.     We'll  no  vote  for  him." 

Now,  whatever  opinion  we  may  hold  of  Companion 
Warvelle's  methods,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  his  ability 
to  entertain  and  instruct  and  although  his  style  may  not 
appeal  to  some,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Indiana  reviewer, 
we  are  free  to  confess  a  delight  in  his  analytical  deduc- 
tions and  the  plain,  straight-from-the-shoulder  way  he 
presents  them.     Here  is  a  sample  to  close  with  : 

"I  have  noticed  of  late,  in  certain  part  of  the  Capitular 
world,  a  marked  disposition  to  resort  to  this  old  method  of 
vicarious  atonement,  and  by  means  of  a  Scapegoat  to  secure 
a  purgation  of  the  sins  of  the  Craft.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  tak- 
en as  a  good  sign  if  we  are  conscious  of  the  fact  that  we  have 
sins,  but  I  am  inclined  to  doubt  the  efficacy  of  the  proposed 
panacea.  The  person  who  has  been  selected  as  the  scape-goat  is 
the  'rumseller.'  I  may  remark,  parenthetically,  that  'rumseller' 
is  a  generic  term  among  the  elect  to  designate  all  persons  who 
sell  booze.  No  one  actually  drinks  rum  now-a-days,  except 
sailors  in  novels." 

"I  have  no  plea  to  make  for  the  booze  dispenser,  nor  for 
the  business  in  which  he  is  engaged,  although  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  keeper  of  a  public  house  is.  for  that  reason,  necessarily 
bad,  nor  that  the  business  may  not  be  respectably  conducted. 
My  protest  is  against  the  idea  involved  in  the  scapegoat;  that 
is,  the  singling  out  of  one  particular  vocation  from  among  the 
many  as  a  sin -offering  for  the  Craft.  In  all  of  the  virtuous 
spasms  I  have  lately  read  there  is  not  a  single  word  of  con- 
demnation for  the  new  unrighteousness,  nor  a  single  suggestion 
of  purgation  by  the  exclusion  of  those  who  are  engaged  in  var- 
ious forms  of  genteel  robbery.  Indeed,  with  all  due  deference 
to  the  immaculate  brethren  who  are  conducting  the  present 
crusade,  I  yet  can't  help  feeling  that  not  a  little  of  their  vir- 
tuous indignation  savors  most  strongly  of  hypocritical  cant. 
How  about  the  venal  politicians  ?  Do  they  remain  ?  Again, 
what  is  going  to  be  done  with  the  high  financiers,  the  insurance 
grafters,  the  stock  gamblers,  and  the  malodorous  gang  who 
pose  as  "captains  of  industry  ?"  Do  they  remain  ?  It  would 
certainly  seem  so.  And  yet,  I  venture  to  assert  that  these  high- 
ly respectable  gentlemen  have  caused  just  as  much  actual 
misery,  suffering,  want  and  destitution  as  have  the  saloonists, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  debauchment  of  public  morals." 

Marcus  M.  Lord,  Chicago,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Gilbert  W.  Bernard,  Chicago,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Indiana 

Chapters    .  .    113.  Members    .  .    11,893 

The  showing  made  by  this  Grand  jurisdiction  at  the* 
Sixty-second  Annual  Convocation  on  October  23rd,  1907, 
at  Indianapolis,  was  something  to  be  proud  of,  and  not 
the  least  of  its  achievements  was  the  excellent  work  of 
Grand  Secretary  Calvin  W.  Prather,  whose  rapidity  in 
issuing  the  printed  proceedings  should  be  held  up  as  a 
record.  Just  three  weeks  from  the  date  of  the  Convo- 
cation we  are  reviewing  the  neatly  produced  volume 
which  for  typographical  clearness  and  accuracy  in 
reading  could  not  be  surpassed.  We  thought  we  were 
"  some  punkins  "  at  that  game  here  in  Canada,  but  we 
yield  the  palm  to  Companion  Prather. 

"  The  Grand  Secretary's  report  shows  a  net  increase  in 
membership  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty-five  and  a  total  member- 
ship of  eleven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-three.  This 
indicates  neither  a  boom  nor  a  depression,  but  a  continuation  of 
good   healthy   growth. 

There  are  a  few  more  localities  in  the  State  where  Chapters 
should  be  established  and  maintained  but  my  judgment  is  that 
when  the  time  is  ripe  there  will  be  requests  for  such  organiza- 
tions and  no  aggressive  extension  policy  is  necessary  or  desirable. 

I  was  advised  by  the  Grand  Secretary  as  early  as  August  1st 
that  all  Chapters  had  reported  and  all  dues  were  paid.  Wh  ile 
this  is  no  more  than  is  required  and  no  more  than  they  should 
have  done,  yet  when  we  consider  how  few  there  are  who  reach 
the  high  plane  of  obedience  to  the  law,  it  is  a  matter  of  con- 
gratulation." 

It  certainly  is,  and  we  have  to  confess  Indiana  is 
setting  an  admirable  pace.  Grand  High  Priest  Phile- 
mon H.  Clugston  does  but  justice  to  the  situation  and  his 
personal  modesty  is  amply  exemplified  in  his  introduc- 
tion to  the  foregoing  statements  : 

"  I  am  conscious  that  I  have  done  little  else  than  act  as 
a  figure  head  of  an  institution  which  has  such  inherent  power 
that  it  goes  forward  by  its  own  momentum.  I  have  realized 
deeply  the  insignificance  of  any  one  man  when  compared  with 
the  mighty  force  of  organized  endeavor.  And  yet  despite  my 
own  failures,  I  am  rejoiced  to  call  attention  to  the  state  of 
the  Craft." 
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Two  most  worthy  Companions  were  called  by  death 
during  the  year,  Past  Grand  High  Priests  Edward  J. 
Church  and  Christian  Fetta,  both  of  whom  had  done 
noble  work  in  the  Masonic  field. 

One  Chapter  was  constituted,  and  a  new  one  insti- 
tuted. A  second  petition  for  a  new  Chapter  was  de- 
clined by  him  for  the  reason  that  the  recommending 
Chapter  desired  to  share  in  the  territory  . 

"  No  change  can  be  made  in  the  establishment  of  juris- 
dictional lines  except  by  order  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  No  power 
vests  in  the  Grand  High  Priest  in  vacation  to  make  such  changes 
and  consequently  he  has  no  authority  to  issue  a  dispensation 
which  would  establish  jurisdictional  lines  in  conflict  with  those 
already  established  by  the  General  Regulations,  even  upon  an 
agreement  of   the   Chapters   concerned." 

In  this  wise  interpretation  he  was  supported  by  the 
Committee,  which  subsequently  considered  the  further 
application    of    the    Companions    petitioning. 

He  issued  very  few  dispensations,  and  then  only  on 
strict  lines  of  necessity. 

"  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  not  in  a  single  instance  did  I 
receive  a  request  for  authority  to  '  do  the  things  we  ought  not  to 
do   or  leave  undone  the  things  we  should  do.'  " 

He  decided  that  "Non-affiliation  in  the  Blue  Lodge 
does  not  affect  the  standing  of  a  Companion  in  the 
Chapter"  from  which  it  is  inferred  that  the  germ  of 
dependent  membership  has  not  found  a  congenial  nest 
in  Indiana. 

As  a  visitor  he  was  not  a  brilliant  success.  He  started 
out  with  a  soul  full  of  hope,  but  he  was  "grievously 
disappointed,"  and  expressed  keen  regret.  Singular 
how  those  "  unforseen  circumstances  "  will  paralyse  the 
keenest  aspirations  after  the  office  has  been  secured. 

But  as  the  pleasure  of  Visiting  was,  unfortunately, 
denied  to  him,  he  did  some  thinking  on  the  necessity 
of   a  system  of  official  inspection  of  the  Chapters 

"  There  is  no  opportunity  for  an  aggressive  extension  policy. 
Let  us  turn  our  attention  toward  internal  improvement  and 
endeavor  to  build  up  the  Chapters  within  our  Jurisdiction  until 
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we  can  show  the  best  organized,  best  officered,  mest  efficien.1 
and  intelligent  tody  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  v  ithin  the  General 
Grand   Jurisdiction  " 

Hear,  hear.  Now  if  he  was  personally  unable  to  do 
missionary  work  himself,  what  was  the  matter  with  the 
other  fellows  ? 

"  I  contemplated  inaugurating  a  system  of  inspection  in- 
accord  with  the  suggestion  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence, 
but  1  failed  to  find  any  provision  authorizing  such  action. 
True,  the  Constitution  provides  that  the  Grand  High  Priest  may 
assemble  a  subordinate  Chapter  at  pleasure  ;  visit  and  preside 
therein,  inspect  its  records  and  work  and  give  necessary  instruc- 
tions, and  I  might  have  appointed  Special  Deputies  and  no 
doubt  have  accomplished  seme  good  results  in  the  way  of  instruc- 
tion in  the  new  work." 

But  things  didn't  go  right,  somehow,  and  all  his  good 
intentions  went  awry.  What  he  meant  to  do  was  fully 
appreciated  by  a  grateful  Grand  Chapter  which  awarded 
him  a  commemorative  jewel. 

Grand  Secretary  Prather's  report  was  of  the  hope- 
fully substantial  order  : 

"  The  finances  of  the  Grand  Chapter  are  in  splendid  con- 
dition, shewing  a  surplus  invested  in  bonds  of  nine  thousand 
dollars,  a  balance  in  the  general  fund  of  forty-three  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars  and  eighty-three  cents,  ample  to  meet  all 
the  requirements  of  pay-roll  and  other  expenses  of  the  Grand 
Chapter    for    the    ensuing    year." 

The  pay  roll  for  the  present  Convocation  amounted 
to  $1,536.  A  resolution  "  That  the  name  of  Rees  J. 
Chestnutwood,  the  oldest  living  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Indiana,  who  by  reason  of  the 
infirmities  of  age  was  not  able  to  be  present,  be  placed 
upon  the  pa}r-roll,"  was  carried,  and  the  veteran  is 
credited  with  $14.52. 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  and  Appeals  reported 
all  quiet  within  the  borders. 

On  the  matter  of  inspection  the  Jurisprudence  Com- 
mittee   recommended  : 

"  the  inspection  of  subordinate  Chapters  by  one,  and  only  one, 
Inspector,  who  shall  not  begin  his  labors  earlier  than  January  1  5. 
1908.      He  shall  grade  such  items  as  the  Committee  on  Ritual 
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designate,  but  one  shall  be  the  number  of  Mark  Masters  who 
have  no  Mark  recorded.  He  shall  report  in  detail  the  result  of 
such  inspection  of  each  Chapter  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Grand  Chapter.  And  as  such  inspection  must  be  paid  for  by 
this  Grand  Chapter,  and  as  our  Chaplain,  Rev.  Samuel  L.  Shirley 
each  year  visits  each  town  in  which  we  have  a  subordinate  Chap- 
ter, and  so  would  have  no  expenses  except  such  as  might  be 
incurred  in  additional  hotel  bills,  we  recommend  his  appointment 
for  the  ensuing  year  at  a  salary  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  ordered  the  roll-call  of  repre- 
sentatives of  other  Grand  Jurisdictions  near  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Indiana,  "  all  of  whom  responded  and  in  a 
manner  to  convince  the  most  skeptical  that  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  in  all  Jurisdictions  represented,  is  at  the  highest 
tide,  that  peace  and  harmony  prevail  in  Capitular 
Masonry  within  and  throughout  all  Grand  Jurisdictions." 

Some  fifty-two  jurisdictions  came  under  the  keen 
inspection  of  M.  E.  Companion  Simeon  S.  Johnson,  who 
reviews  their  proceedings  in  a  compass  of  seventy-three 
pages.  He  kindly  notices  Canada  for  1907.  He  says 
we  refer  to  the  General  Grand  Chapter's  triennial  as  a 
pow  wow,  "  whatever  that  may  be." 

Well,  Companion,  we  don't  really  know  ourselves. 
What  we  learn  is  through  review,  for  we  were  not  there 
in  person.  "  Pow  wow."  we  understand,  is  Choctaw  for 
a  grand  peace  palaver  where  no  business  is  accom- 
plished, and  the  opinions  of  those  who  attended  the 
triennial  apparently  leaned  to  that  view  of  the  aggre- 
gation of  wisdom  assembled  and  what  they  didn't  do. 

Under  California  he  innocently  enough  contributes 
a  smile  producer.  He  formed  an  opinion,  "and  put  it 
rn  writing,  saying  "  : 

"  Prayer  of  Grand  Chaplain  at  opening  of  Chapter  is  printed 
in  full.  Why  this  is  done  we  know  not,  possibly  as  a  sample  of 
invocation  for  some  of  the  Companions  who  may  be  a  little 
derelict.  Not  up  with  the  regulation  article.  These  prepared 
prayers  used  extemporaneously  lack  the  ring  of  those  coming 
from   the   heart." 

Where  does  the  fun  come  in  ?  Well,  had  Companion 
Johnson  foreseen  that  his  own  Grand  Chaplain  would 
have  been  on  hand  at  the  opening  of  Indiana's  Convoca- 
tion with  an  eloquently  arranged  expression  of  devotion  , 
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and  that  the  Grand  Secretary  had  secured  a  copy  of  the 
prayer  to  "  print  in  full  "  with  the  proceedings,  there  is 
just  a  possibility  that  he  might  have  hesitated  about 
giving  voice  to  his  feelings.  He  may  not  agree  with  us 
that  there  is  anything  amusing  in  the  peculiar  con- 
junction, but  the  lack  of  harmony  between  the  "  two 
ends  ' '  of  the  volume  is   at   least 

"  Like  sweet  bells,    jangled  out  of  tune." 

Companion  Johnson  compiles  a  most  interesting 
report,  and  where  necessary  comments  with  vigour  and 
impartiality,  but  he  is  not  given  room  enough.  We 
would  like  to  have  more  of  him. 

Edgar  H.  Bristol  Salem,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Calvin  W.  Prather,  Indianapolis,  Grand  Secretary. 

Indian  Territory 

Chapters   .  .    53.  Members    .  .    2,731. 

"  Perhaps,"  writes  the  veteran  Grand  Secretary, 
"  before  this  year  closes  there  will  be  a  new  state  born, 
a  new  star  on  Old  Glory,  the  biggest  and  richest  baby 
ever  born  into  Uncle  Sam's  family — a  state  with  over 
a  million  of  people  and  with  the  richest  resources,  per- 
haps of  any  in  the  entire  sisterhood.  Hurrah  for 
Oklahoma  !" 

"Fifty  years  ago  I  came  to  this  Territory,  a  land  then  un- 
known and  unsought.  Now  it  is  grid  ironed  with  railroads  and 
dotted  with  cities  and  towns ;  punctured  with  coal  mines  and* 
oil  and  gas  wells ;  rich  in  farms,  schools  and  churches ;  a  thrifty 
progressive  population.  And  there  are  a  handful  of  Indians 
to  whom  the  country  was  given  by  the  most  sacred  pledges 
of  the  General  Government.  It  also  has  more  grafters  than 
any  country  of  its  size  in  the  world." 

And  nineteen  years  ago  the  Grand  Chapter  was  born 
andit  has  grown  with  the  marvellous  development  of  the 
country.  El  Reno  was  honored  with  the  Annual  Con- 
vocation on  the  1 6th  April,  1907.  William  Henry  Essex, 
M.  E.,  Grand  High  Priest,  with  his  official  staff,  presiding. 
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He  told  the  story  of  a  Chapter  with  a  good  member- 
ship, a  comfortable  treasury,  and  productive  surround- 
ings, the  Companions  of  which  were  unanimously  in 
favor  of  surrendering  its  charter  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  too  busy  with  ordinary  pursuits  to  attend  to  the 
business  of  the  Chapter. 

He  issued  an  edict  to  the  Chapters  in  pursuance  of  a 
resolution  of  the  Grand  body,  the  gist  of  which  was  that 
it  had  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  Grand  Chapter, 
"that  in  conferring  the  degrees  of  Capitular  Masonry 
there  is  often  a  spirit  of  cruelty  manifested,  and  the 
degrees  are  conferred  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  painful 
and  humiliating  to  the  candidate.  This  Grand  Body 
desires  in  the  most  positive  manner  to  express  its  un- 
qualified disapproval  of  such  practices." 

He  visited  a  number  of  the  Chapters  some  of  which 
could  not  secure  a  quorum  for  opening.  He  recom- 
mended the  system  of  district  visitation  in  place  of  a 
Grand  Lecturer.  He  suggested  also  that  something 
be  done  with  the  ritual  difficulty,  the  Chapters  using 
"all  kinds  of  keys." 

Four  new  charters  were  approved. 

Companion  Charles  Day,  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host, 
died  during  the  year.  In  the  memorial  presented  to 
Grand  Chapter,  the  following  interesting  passage  occurs  : 

"During  his  service  in  the  army  he  had  the  distinction 
of  being  the  Worshipful  Master  of  a  traveling  Masonic  Lodge 
the  only  traveling  lodge  that  was  chartered  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Indiana  during  the  war.  He  had  many  meetings  on  the 
field  and  in  camp  during  war,  and  initiated  many  of  the  northern 
soldiers  into  Masonry  and  gave  many  a  Confederate  soldier 
Masonic  burial." 

In  the  evening  according  to  previous  announcement, 
El  Reno  Chapter  conferred  the  Royal  Arch  degree  upon 
three  regularly  elected  candidates,  to  the  great  satisfac- 
tion and  edification  of  the  members  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
and  visitors  present,  after  which,  says  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary,  all   "partook  of  a  nice   spread   prepared   for  the 
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occasion.     Some  of  the  older  men  with  more  prudence 
than  the  '  kids  '  went  to  bed  early." 

Grand  Secretary  Murrow  furnished  his  thirteenth 
report  on  Correspondence,  and  incidentally  remarked 
that  it  was  his  "luckiest."  Canada's  1907  "proceedings" 
were  mailed  to  him  in  February,  but,  so  it  seems,  failed 
to  reach  him. 

Robert  G.  Morrison,  Atoka,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Joseph  S.  Murrow,  Atoka,  Grand  Secretary. 

Iowa 

Chapters    .  .    127.  Members    .  .    9,859. 

The  civic  dignitaries  of  Marshalltown  represented  by 
the  mayor  of  that  burgh,  realizing  the  honor  done  them 
by  Grand  Chapter  in  holding  its  Fifty-third  Annual 
Convocation  in  that  "city,"  extended  a  very  cordial 
welcome.  "His  worship,"  who  had  evidently  "been 
there"  himself,  waxed  eloquent  in  his  greeting. 

"Many  of  you  have  traveled  far  in  the  east — you  have 
trudged  many  weary  miles  across  the  sands  of  the  desert;  the 
tribulations  encountered  in  your  journeys  have  been  very, 
very  many;  the  dangers  you  have  faced  have  been  great,  but 
now  that  you  are  with  us  we  want  you  to  feel  that  you  have 
reached  a  green  and  shady  oasis  where  all  your  wants  may  be 
bountifully  supplied  and  where  you  may  rest  in  perfect  security 
and  recuperate   yourselves   to   your  heart's   content." 

There's  just  where  he  should  have  pulled  up.  But 
no,  he  had  to  go  a  little  further,  and  he  overstepped  the 
limit,  though  he  meant  well. 

"Gentlemen,  permit  me  to  say  that  Mas  >nry  is  my  religion, 
and  that  if  the  great  God  above  will  permit  me  to  live  as  Masonry 
teaches,  that  I  want  no  better  religion  by  which  to  live  nor 
a  better  religion  by  which  to  die." 

Then  the  local  Chapter  had  its  innings,  after  which 
Ashley  Van  Storm,  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest, opened 
Grand  Chapter,  and  the  morning  of  the  4th  October, 
1906,  saw  the  business  of  the  session  in  full  swing.  The 
opening  admonitory  sentences  of  the  presiding  officer 
were     decoratively     garnished    with    poetic    selections. 
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Past  Grand  High  Pries t  Abel  W.  Daugherty  who  ruled 
Grand  Chapter  in  1878-9  was  among  those  summoned 
during  the  year. 

He  saw  in  the  Grand  Representative  system  a  med- 
ium for  good,  and  eulogized  the  spirit  which  prompted 
communications  from  Companions,  near  other  jurisdic- 
tions representing  Iowa,  and  commission  holders  near 
home  he  urged  to  "go  thou  and  do  likewise." 

"To  correspond  with  the  Grand  Secretaries  of  the  Grand 
Jurisdictions  which  they  represent;  to  procure  copies  of  the 
Proceedings,  fundamental  law,  and  other  data  of  the  Grand 
Jurisdiction  which  they  represent;  to  familiarize  themselves 
with  these,  compare  them  with  our  own,  and  at  all  times  to  be 
recent,  recondite,  and  reliable  authority  upon  Capitular  con- 
ditions in  that  particular  jurisdiction.  In  addition  to  this 
they  ought  to  write  to  the  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Juris- 
diction which  they  represent  after  each  of  our  annual  convo- 
cations, and  give  them  fraternal  greeting  and  a  resume  of  the 
principal  events  of  the  meeting.  Such  a  course  would  redound 
to  the  benefit  of  the  individual,  the  betterment  of  interjuris- 
dictional relations,  and  the  efficiency  of  this  Grand  Body." 

He  believed  that  the  fact  that  no  dispensations  were 
issued  for  new  Chapters  was  a  matter  for  congratulation. 
The  condition  of  a  number  of  weak  Chapters  was  "dis- 
tressing," and  the  formation  of  new  bodies  was  dis- 
couraged in  consequence. 

The  laxity  of  some  of  the  Chapters  was  the  subject 
of  enquiry  and  the  revelations.  Many  of  them  met  only 
half  a  dozen  times  or  less,  twenty  conferred  not  a  single 
degree  and  some  had  not  given  evidence  of  growth  for 
several  years.  Each  of  forty-five  Chapters  showed  more 
unpaid  dues  than  it  had  members  ;  while  one  Chapter, 
with  a  membership  of  twenty-eight,  reported  unpaid 
dues  to  the  banner  amount  of  $332!  Nearly  $12  per 
member  ! 

A  system  of  official  inspection  was  subsequently 
recommended  and  adopted.  Apparently  the  Chapters 
of  this  important  jurisdiction  had  hitherto  gone  the  pace 
at  their  own  sweet  will,  and  depended  for  instruction 
on  the  annual  exemplification  at  Grand  Chapter. 
Even  the  Grand  High  Priest  could  not  do  as  he  had 
wished. 
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"The  fond  hopes  of  the  pleasure  to  be  derived  from  such 
visits  that  loomed  large,  numerous,  and  inviting  before  him 
when  he  took  up  the  gavel  in  the  Grand  East  vanished  into  thin 
air  as  the  multitude  of  other  duties  of  a  busy  life  crowded  in 
thick  and  fast  from  every  side.  Had  his  visits  been  as  numerous 
as  his  wishes  to  visit,  he  would  have  seen  your  Chapters  all, 
and  more  than  once.  But  at  the  close  of  his  term  he  must  record, 
as  have  his  predecessors,  a  very  small  portion  of  the  Chapters 
visited.  I  trust  you  will  believe  him  when  he  assures  you  that 
no  one  else  can  be  so  disappointed  at  this  as  he." 

Of  course  they  believed  him,  for  did  not  the  Commit- 
tee testify  to  his  merits,  saying  : 

"This  one  whom  we  have  honored  reflects  the  confidence 
reposed  by  giving  back  an  account  of  his  stewardship  that  merits 
the  affirmation,   '  well  done  '." 

Grand  Secretary  Wingate's  report,  indicated  healthy 
progress  and  excellent  prospects. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3rd  Oct.,  the  day  prior  to 
Grand  Chapter,  "the  distressing  intelligence  was  brought 
to  Companion  C.  O.  Greever,  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Custodians,  that  death  had  entered  the  sanc- 
tum of  his  household  and  robbed  it  of  its  choicest  jewel, 
an  only  child."  Companion  Greever  is  the  representa- 
tive of  Canada's  Grand  Chapter  in  Iowa,  and  the  touch- 
ing words  of  the  resolution  of  sympathy  passed  by 
Grand  Chapter  found  an  echo  in  the  hearts  of  the  Com- 
panions of  the  jurisdiction. 

The  "free  pass  to  clergymen"  advocates  may  have 
supporters  in  Iowa,  for  an  amendment  to  be  discussed 
at  next  Convocation  was  submitted  as  follows  : 

"Section  119.  No  candidate  shall  be  exalted  to  the  degree 
of  Royal  Arch  Mason  by  any  Chapter  in  this  jurisdiction  for  a 
less  sum  than  $25.00,  but  more  may  be  charged  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Chapter,  and  no  candidate  shall  be  balloted  for  until  such 
fee  shall  be  paid ;  provided,  that  ministers  of  the  gospel  in  acutal 
service  may  be  admitted  gratuitously  by  unanimous  consent 
of  the  Chapter,   etc." 

One  would  take  "actual  service"  to  mean  employment 
by  a  church  or  congregation  and  of  course  in  receipt  of 
salary.     The  status  of  the  poor  preacher  out  of  a  job 
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would  of  course,  debar  him  from  applying  otherwise  than 
as  an  ordinary  applicant  with  twenty-five  flimsies  in  his 
inside  pocket. 

M.  E.  Companion  William  F.  Cleveland  again  takes 
up  the  reportorial  quill  and  submits  an  excellent  review 
of  some  forty-six  Grand  Chapter  proceedings. 

Perusing  Canada  for  1906,  he  falls  into  an  error  in 
which  he  is  not  alone.  Instead  of  Canada  ousting  the 
M.  E.  M.  degree  with  the  P.  M.  some  twelve  years  or  more 
ago,  as  he  assumes,  the  former  only  suffered  mutilation, 
or  in  other  words  was  curtalied  to  communicative  pro- 
portions, even  as  the  General  Grand  Chapter  did  with  the 
P.  M.  Recently  the  request  to  restore  the  degree  from 
its  crippled  condition  was  acceded  to.  It  was  never 
wholly  removed  from  the  system,  sad  to  relate. 

He  remarks  that  we  are  ''bitterly"  opposed  to 
dependent  membership.  "Unalterably"  would  have 
been  the  better  word,  Companion,  for  really  there  is 
nothing  to  feel  "bitter"  about  in  the  matter.  The 
regulation  may  be  in  force  in  a  hundred  and  thirty- two 
jurisdictions  and  yet  it  does  not  alter  the  plain  fact  that 
it  is  an  introduction  of  recent  years  and  a  purely  Ameri- 
can expedient.  Under  such  circumstances  it  is  surely 
pardonable  to  call  it  a  "fad."  And  by  the  way,  that 
name  was  not  given  to  it  on  this  side  of  the  border. 
In  using  the  expression  we  but  quoted  well  read  Com- 
panions of  sister  jurisdictions  across  the  line,  some  of 
whom  have  now  passed  away,  and  who  viewed  the 
innovation  with  anything  but  satisfaction.  Somebody 
suggested  that  it  had  found  favor  in  Maryland,  but  the 
veteran  Companion  Schultz,  whose  judgment  all  respect 
and  admire,  promptly  denies  the  soft  impeachment  and 
adds  the  earnest  hope  that  it  will  never  find  a  place  in 
that  jurisdiction. 

On  another  matter  which  engaged  our  attention  at 
length  in  recent  reviews,  he  says  : 

"We  are  in  accord  with  Companion  Bennett  regarding  the 
action  of  a  Chapter  in  Washington  in  charging  a  fee  for  a  degree 
that  should  have  been  conferred  by  courtesy." 
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Noting,  under  Illinois,  the  fact  that  Grand  Represen- 
tatives from  forty- two  other  Grand  jurisdictions  were  in 
attendance  at  Grand  Chapter,  he  adds  : 

"This  does  not  prove  necessarily  that  the  Grand  Repre- 
sentative system  is  appreciated  any  more  highly  here  than 
elsewhere,  but  does  strengthen  our  claim  that  the  appointment 
of  Grand  Representatives  should  go  to  live,  enthusiastic  Masonic 
workers,  who  can  be  depended  upon  to  attend  the  annual  con- 
vocations of  the  Grand  Masonic  bodies  they  belong  to,  which 
practice  is  evidently  in  force  in  Illinois." 

William  M.  Hart,  Sac  City,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Alf.  Wingate,  Des  Moines,  Grand  Secretary. 

Kansas 

Chapters    .  .    85  Members    .  .    6,978 

All  Grand  officers  were  present  except  the  Grand 
Chaplain,  Albert  Watkins,  and  his  unavoidable  absence 
was  explained  by  a  telegram,  when  the  Forty-second 
Annual  Convocation  was  opened  at  Wichita,  on  18th 
February,  1907. 

M.\  E.\  Edward  W.  Waynant,  Grand  High  Priest, 
then  presented  and  read  his  annual  address. 

"I  believe  that  all  of  us  approach  this  distinguished  position 
with  some  doubt  and  misgiving  as  to  our  fitness  and  ability 
properly  to  discharge  its  important  duties.  By  divine  com- 
mand Moses  instituted  the  Order  of  the  Priesthood,  and  the 
Tribe  of  Levi  was  delegated  to  exercise  and  retain  the  priest- 
hood, which  rightfully  belonged  to  all  the  people,  only  until 
all  the  children  of  Israel  were  sufficiently  advanced  and  edu- 
cated properly  to  exercise  and  administer  the  office  in  a  suitable 
manner.  This  Order  of  the  Priesthood  continued  fourteen 
centuries  and  embraced  seventy-six  High  Priests.  The  High 
Priest  was  the  head  of  his  hierarchy  arid  the  intermediary  be- 
tween God  and  the  people.  From  his  office  and  costume, 
the  ceremonies  of  the  priesthood,  and  the  incidents  of  Jewish 
history,  Masonry,  and  particularly  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  has 
drawn  much  that  constitutes  its  foundation  and  is  embraced 
in  its  ceremonies.'." 

If  any  doubt  existed  as  to  why  the  High  Priest  should 
be  honored  before  all  his  fellows,  "princes  and  rulers," 
not  excepted,  the  above  will  probably  assist  to  reconcile 
the  conflict. 
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He  referred  in  detail  to  communications  received 
from  Kansas  representatives  abroad,  illustrating  the 
value  of  the  Grand  Representative  system. 

Two  Chapters  were  constituted  and  he  reported  the 
youngsters  as  healthy  and  growing. 

A  fifty-year  old  Chapter  was  just  about  to  celebrate 
its  jubilee  when  its  entire  outfit  went  up  in  smoke. 
Assistance  was  asked  from  Grand  Chapter  and  freely 
accorded  and  business  has  been  resumed  at  the  old  stand. 

One  Chapter  was  started  under  dispensation  and 
similar  applications  were  received  from  other  places,  but 
not  acted  upon. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Masonic  Home  wrote  him 
asking  that  Grand  Chapter  contribute  a  memorial 
window  to  the  chapel  annex,  which  the  Eastern  Star 
order  was  erecting.  He  recommended  a  grant  of  $125 
for  the  purpose. 

With  excellent  effect  he  made  personal  enquiry  into 
the  conditions  affecting  a  number  of  inactive  Chapters, 
and  he  recommended  the  system  of  periodical  visitation 
and  inspection  for  the  future. 

Four  only  of  the  Chapters  asked  for  the  services  of 
the  Grand  Lecturer  during  the  year,  and  he  deplored  the 
lack  of  enthusiasm  that  failed  in  keeping  that  officer 
busier.  Yet  the  annual  returns  made  to  the  Grand 
Secretary  indicated  a  very  satisfactory  condition  during 
the  past  year.  The  analysis  shows  that  520  brethren 
were  exalted,  and  an  increase  made  in  membership  of 
642,  with  a  decrease  of  385,  leaving  a  net  gain  of  257. 

A  brother  who  had  received  one  or  two  of  the  early 
Chapter  degrees  was,  in  the  nature  of  his  business, 
transferred  to  El  Paso,  Texas.  A  request  was  conveyed 
to  a  Chapter  there  to  confer  the  remaining  degrees  upon 
the  Kansas  brother,  but  singular  to  relate,  Texas  replied 
that  "A  Chapter  in  this  jurisdiction  could  not  legally 
confer  the  Royal  Arch  degree  upon  a  Most  Excellent 
Master  as  an  act  of  courtesy  for  another  jurisdiction." 
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"The  Texas  Grand  Chapter  is  simply  following  in  the 
footsteps  of  their  Grand  Lodge,  which  also  refuses  to  confer 
any  lodge  degrees  as  an  act  of  courtesy,  or  in  fact  in  any  other 
manner  upon  one  who  has  been  elected  or  who  has  received 
part  of  his  degrees  in  some  lodge  in  another  Grand  Jurisdiction. 
The  result  of  this  action  makes  it  advisory  upon  the  Craft  in 
this  jurisdiction  to  finish  up  the  work  in  all  cases  upon  the 
candidate  who  expects  to  emigrate  to  Texas." 

Fearful  and  wonderful  are  the  notions  of  fraternal 
amenities  in  some  of  our  sister  jurisdictions  across  the 
border.  When  they  can  legislate  against  common 
courtesy  to  one  another,  a  "foreigner"  from  Canada  can 
have  little  reason  to  complain  when  he  sees  it  in  the  guise 
of  a  "hold  up"  as  in  a  recent  case  in  the  woolly  west. 

Kansas  is  the  Utopia  dreamed  of  by  most  Grand 
Secretaries  and  the  happy  man  who  is  located  there  will 
be  envied  from  the  four  points  of  the  compass. 

"For  the  seventh  consecutive  year  your  Grand  Secretary 
is  enabled  to  announce  the  receipt  of  annual  reports  and  dues 
from  all  Chapters  on  our  rolls,  and  this  gratifying  condition 
has  now  become  so  customary  as  hardly  to  justify  comment. 
Most  of  the  secretaries  also  are  now  striving  to  present  neat 
and  accurate  reports,  and  the  necessary  correspondence  to 
correct  errors   is   growing  less  each   year." 

The  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances,  presented 
the  usual  oral  report  to  the  effect  that  peace  and  harmony 
prevailed. 

An  appropriation  of  $100.00  was  ordered  to  be  paid 
the  widow  of  E.  Comp.  Thomas  E.  Dewey,  in  recognition 
of  her  late  husband's  valuable  services  in  the  compiling 
of  the  Index-Digest. 

Grand  Secretary  Shaver's  correspondence  menu  was 
served  up  without  any  preliminary  "appetizers,  '  but 
it  is  a  palatable  feast  just  the  same.     Nothing  wasted. 

Under  Canada  for  1906  he  quotes  the  Executive 
Committee's  remarks  on  the  P.  M.  degree  and  later  Grand 
Chapter's  action  on  the  question  and  says  : 

"This  means  that  Canadian  visitors  to  our  Chapters,  who 
have  received  the  Capitular  degrees  since  their  abolishment 
of  the  Past  Master's  degree,  will  have  to  be  "healed"  before 
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being  permitted  to  visit.  We  do  not  imagine  that  many  of 
our  American  Chapters  will  follow  the  lead  of  Washington  and 
charge  a    '  fee  '   for   this   courtesy." 

Under  a  Quebec  ruling  to  the  effect  that  the  Chapter 
should  be  opened  first  at  a  special  Convocation  where 
there  is  no  other  work  to  be  effected  but  the  conferring 
of  a  preliminary  degree  he  says  that  in  Kansas  the  rule  is 

"At  special  Convocations  it  is  only  necessary  to  open  the 
body  upon  the  degree  in  which  it  is  desired  to  work.  For  in- 
stance, at  a  special  Convocation  called  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
ferring the  Most  Excellent  Master's  degree,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  open  a  lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Masters,  and,  after  conferring 
that  degree,  to  close  that  lodge.  On  the  other  hand,  at  a 
stated  Convocation  where  it  was  desired  to  confer,  say,  the 
Mark  Master's  degree,  it  is  necessary  to  open  the  Chapter  on 
the  Royal  Arch  degree,  and,  after  business  has  been  disposed 
of,  the  Chapter  is  called  to  refreshment,  a  lodge. of  Mark  Masters 
is  opened,  the  degree  is  conferred,  the  lodge  of  Mark  Masters  is 
called  to  refreshment  and  labor  is  resumed  in  the  Chapter  on 
the  Royal  Arch  degree,  and  the  Chapter  is  then  closed.  Under 
our  rule,  the  closing  on  a  higher  degree  closes  all  lower  degrees 
that  may  have  been  opened." 

And  we  do  even  as  Kansas  does,  but,  it  may  be  asked, 
how  in  the  name  of  all  that's  logical  can  it  be  a  "special 
Convocation"  of  the  Chapter  if  the  Chapter  is  not 
opened  ?  The  secretary  of  a  Mark  Master's  or  Most 
Excellent  Master's  lodge  is  an  officer  in  name  only.  No 
minutes  are  taken  in  those  degrees.  The  summons 
should  call  for  a  lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons,  not  for  a 
special  Convocation  of  the  Chapter  which  is  thus 
plainly  ignored.  The  Quebec  reasoning,  to  our  view, 
is  sound.  The  legality  of  the  work  in  the  preliminary 
degrees  can  only  be  secured  under  the  aegis  and 
sanction  of  the  Chapter  previously  opened  and  which 
alone  can  authorize  the  taking  of  the  record  of  the 
evening's  proceedings  to  be  presented  subsequently  for 
confirmation   at   a   stated   Convocation. 

Noting  General  Grand  Chapter's  hesitancy  to  recog- 
nise Western  Australia  on  the  ground  that  there  was  a 
probability  of  amicable  relations  being  established  be- 
tween Scotland  and  the  colony,  Companion  Shaver 
voices  an  opinion  that  seems  to  find  support  elsewhere. 
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"Possibly  a  little  delay  may  be  wise,  but  someway  we  have 
not  very  much  hope  of  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland 
receding  from  its  position." 

Wm.  Frank  March,  Lawrence,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Wm.  M.  Shaver,  Topeka,  Grand  Secretary. 

Kentucky 

Chapters   .  .  92  Members   .  .    5,830. 

This  Grand  jurisdiction  had  only  lost  one  of  the  old 
guard,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Wm.  R.  Johnston,  whose 
Masonic  record  as  set  forth  in  the  proceedings  testified 
to  his  enthusiastic  activity. 

To  the  Eighty-ninth  Annual  Convocation  at  Louis- 
ville, on  the  17th  Oct.,  1906,  Grand  High  Priest 
Hazlerigg  related  his  official  acts  during  the  year  all  of 
which  met  with  approval. 

Ninety-one  dispensations  were  issued  to  Chapters 
either  to  receive,  or  to  receive  and  ballot  on  petitions  out 
of  regular  time. 

A  Chapter  asked  for  the  standing  of  a  brother  on 
whom  the  Mark  degree  was  conferred  nine  years  ago. 
He  took  no  further  degrees  and  the  Secretary  failed  to 
enrol  him  as  a  member.  The  answer  it  is  hoped,  was 
comforting  : 

"The  brother  never  having  been  suspended,  is  still  a  Mark 
Master  of  the  Chapter,  but  owes  Chapter  dues  from  the  date 
of  his  advancement,  and  upon  settlement  of  his  dues  and  fees 
may  take  the  remaining  degrees.  Incidentally,  I  might  add, 
that  the  Chapter  owes  Grand  Chapter  dues  on  said  Mark  Master 
at  the  rate  of  $1.00  per  year  for  said  time." 

In  another  case,  a  Chapter  conferred  degrees  on  a 
candidate  giving  him  time  in  which  to  pay  the  fees. 
He  declined  to  meet  his  obligation.  The  Chapter  com- 
plained and  was  told  that  the  Companion  was  guilty  of 
unmasonic  conduct,  and  can  be  tried  therefor  and 
punished  according  to  law. 

The  result  of  the  inspection  of  the  Chapters,  as  dis- 
closed by  the  reports  of  the  various  visitors,  shows  that 
many  irregularities  still  exist. 
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"The  most  frequent  is  the  report  that  officers  use  the  ritual 
in  conferring  degrees.  It  strikes  me  that  if  anything  could 
detract  from  the  beauty  and  solemnity  of  the  work,  it  would 
be  by  some  officer  who  was  blunderingly  and  stumblingly  in  a 
dim  light  trying  to  persecute  an  unfortunate  candidate  by 
reading  or  attempting  to  read  the  work  to  him." 

"It  also  developed  that  another  Chapter  did  not  attempt 
to  do  the  work  at  all  on  any  of  its  candidates,  but  had  a  team 
from  an  adjoining  town  to  do  it.  Very  good  and  obliging  for 
the  visiting  team,  but  speaks  very  poorly  for  the  efficiency  of 
that    Chapter."  -:M  A  M 

Grand  Secretary  Grant  presented  an  exhaustive 
report.  He  mentions  receiving  a  communication  from 
Kentucky's  representative  in  Maryland,  giving  a  brief 
account  of  the  Annual  Convocation,  caustically  adding 
"This  was  the  only  report  from  any  of  our  overworked 
Grand  Representatives." 

He  offered  the  following  timely  resolution  which 
found  favor  with  Grand  Chapter  by  a  standing  vote  : 

"Our  venerable  Comp.  Thos.  Todd,  was  elected  and  in- 
stalled Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  1859,  hence 
lacks  but  3  years  of  the  half-century  mark  as  our  past  presiding 
officer.  He  has  also  been  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Kentucky  for  51  years.     Therefore, 

"RESOLVED,  That  as  a  mark  of  honor  and  fraternal 
regard,  and  of  our  gladness  that  Comp.  Todd  has  so  long  been 
able  to  attend  every  Convocation  of  this  Grand  Chapter  since 
his  elevation  to  the  highest  office  in  its  gift,  a  seat  shall  be  pro- 
vided for  Comp.  Todd  at  the  left  of  the  Grand  King,  and  he  be 
invited  to  occupy  it  at  every  Convocation  when  he  may  be 
present." 

Kentucky's  action  in  relegating  to  oblivion  the  title 
"Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence"  will  gladden 
the  hearts  of  some  who  sighed  for  such  a  change.  In 
future  the  compiler  of  the  review  in  the  "blue  grass 
State"  will  be  known  as  the  "Reporter  of  the  doings  of 
other  Grand  Chapters."  Congratulations  to  Companion 
Clarke.  Like  Bryan  O'Lynn  when  he  changed  his  gar- 
ment in  summer  by  turning  "the  woolly  side  out  and  the 
skinny  side  in,"  he  must  feel  mightily  refreshed. 
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On  motion  it  was  resolved  that  "when  the  Grand 
Chapter  closes  to-morrow  evening  it  stand  closed  until 
the  next  annual  Convocation."  No  chance  of  ringing  in 
any  "specials"  in  Kentucky. 

The  Grand  Secretary  having  stated  that  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a  Committee  on  Credentials  it  was  difficult  for 
him  to  obtain  an  accurate  list  of  the  representatives  to 
Grand  Chapter  and  Grand  Representatives  present,  the 
Jurisprudence  Committee  recommended  that  "when  the 
Grand  Chapter  is  first  called  to  order  at  each  regular 
Convocation  the  Grand  Secretary  shall  call  the  roll  of  the 
Chapters,  and  when  each  Chapter  is  called  the  representa- 
tive shall  rise  and  respond  by  giving  his  name  and  the 
capacity  in  which  he  acts.  This  will  enable  the  Grand 
Secretary  to  get  an  accurate  list,  and  facilitate  the  purg- 
ing of  the  Grand  Chapter." 

'Companion  W.  W.  Clarke,  who  signed  himself 
"Chairman"  in  place  of  "Reporter"  is  again  the  author 
of  the  "Report  of  Committee  on  Fraternal  Correspon- 
dence." Can  that  new  dignity  have  been  a  misfit  ?  or 
perhaps  the  report,  like  our  own,  was  prepared  in  ad- 
vance. In  any  case  "a  rose  by  any  other  name  would 
smell  as  sweet,"  and  the  review,  as  formerly,  is  a 
conscientious  duty  well  performed.  He  is  liberal  to 
Canada  for  1906,  quoting  the  writer  on  dependent  mem- 
bership and  the  P.  M.  degree  and  asks  : 

"Is  Companion  Bennett  in  possession  of  the  Past  Master's 
degree  ?     He  appears  to  speak  ex  cathedra." 

He  is,  Companion.  Very  much  so,  and  frequently. 
The  authority  is  undoubted  and  by  virtue  of  which  we 
have  spoken  time  and  again.  On  Delaware's  action 
with  regard  to  the  degree  he  remarks  "Grand  Chapter 
promptly  and  wisely  disposed  of  the  subject." 

"  How  much  of  wisdom  we  can  see 
In  fellows  who  with  us  agree." 

H.  H.  Holeman,  Louisville,  Grand  High  Priest. 
H.  B.  Grant,  Louisville,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Maine 

Chapters    .  .    59.  Members    .  .   8,605. 

There  was  no  Grand  High  Priest  to  preside  over  the 
Eighty-second  Annual  Convocation  at  Masonic  Hall,  in 
Portland,  on  Tuesday  evening,  May  7,  1907,  nor  does  the 
volume  of  proceedings  venture  on  "the  reason  why," 
except  that  it  was  indisposition. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  the  Grand 
Chapter  was  opened  in  full  form  by  the  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest. 

"On  account  of  the  indisposition  of  the  Grand  High  Priest 
he  had  not  prepared  an  address." 

And  that  is  all  we  have  of  the  Companion  elected  to 
the  high  office  in  the  preceding  May.  Stay,  he  did  some- 
thing after  all  for  are  not  travelling  expenses  to  the 
Triennial  and  elsewhere  charged  up  ? 

The  visiting  officers  addressed  their  reports  to  "M.  E. 
James  E.  Blanchard,  Grand  High  Priest,"  but  as  in- 
dicated above,  his  opinion  of  them  is  not  recorded. 

These  reports,  which  detail  their  duties  as  visitors, 
are  not  uninteresting.  The  Deputy  Grand's  "first 
official  act"  was  to  attend  the  "Triennial." 

"This  was  a  grand  opportunity  to  study  the  beginning  of 
Masonry  in  Massachusetts  which  was  virtually  the  beginning 
of  Masonry  in  America.  There  we  had  an  opportunity  to  see 
and  examine  the  first  Masonic  records  kept  in  the  days  of  Wash- 
ington and  Benjamin  Franklin." 

At  Norway  he  found  about  one  hundred  Companions 
present,  some  of  them  riding  twenty  miles  over  bad 
roads  and  driving  back  afterwards  in  a  tough  rain  storm. 

"In  this  hall  will  be  found  the  largest  Masonic  library  in 
Maine  outside  of  that  of  the  Grand  Bodies.  They  also  have 
framed  and  hung  on  the  wall  a  chart  about  two  by  five  feet,  on 
which  are  executed,  with  a  steel  pen,  the  various  Masonic  em- 
blems. This  was  done  several  years  ago  by  Judge  Virgin,  and 
it  is  decidedly  a  work  of  art  and  most  worthy  of  preservation." 
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Another  of  these  faithful  officers  remarks  on  com- 
pletion of  his  journeyings. 

"In  many  of  the  Chapters  I  find  the  dues  not  enough  to 
support  the  institution  without  assistance  from  the  fees  for 
degrees.  This  is  not  as  it  should  be.  Every  Chapter,  to  be 
independent  and  avoid  embarrassment,  should  be  self-supporting 
aside  from  the  work  done." 

And  therein  he  is  right.  The  same  officer  noticed 
also  that 

"Some  of  the  Chapters  are  working  under  a  certificate  of 
charter,  but  others  have  the  charters  framed  and  hung  on  the 
wall,  and  so  in  constant  danger  of  being  destroyed  by  fire. 
In  each  case  I  have  recommended  a  certificate  be  asked  for  at 
this    session." 

And  something  should  be  done  too  to  insure  the 
certificate.  The  Chapter  at  Bangor  was  highly  praised 
by  another  visitor  who  winding  up,  said  : 

"The  Chapter  is  on  a  most  solid  financial  basis,  having 
an  invested  fund  of  over  $6,250.   " 

Richer  than  some  of  the  Grand  Chapters.  Grand 
Secretary  Berry's  report  "takes  the  bun"  for  brevity. 
He  just  remarks  that  he  attended  to  routine  duty  and 
left  it  to  the  Committees  to  report  thereon. 

Several  of  the  Committees  reported  "nothing  to  do," 
and  we  turned  for  relief  to  the  reviewer  and  found  it. 
Without  that  contribution  from  Companion  Harris  the 
volume  from  Maine  for  1907  would  indeed  be  dry. 

Under  Canada  for  1907  he  pointedly  refers  to  a 
resolution  passed  by  this  Grand  body  with  reference  to 
the  tenure  of  Grand  Representations,  and  says  with 
truth  : 

"The  absence  of  a  Grand  Representative  from  three  suc- 
cessive Annual  Convocations,  without  good  cause,  may  be 
sufficient  reason  for  his  being  dropped  by  the  Grand  High  Priest 
who  appointed  him;  but  it  is  difficult  to  see  by  what  right  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  can  vacate  the  office." 

The  wording  of  the  resolution  was  perhaps  unfortun- 
ate, but,  the  intention  of  its  author  was  to  convey  the 
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impression  that  absence  without  reasonable  cause  for 
three  years  was  meant  to  be  interpreted  as  a  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  appointee  to  vacate  the  position. 

To  our  question  as  to  the  opening  of  a  Chapter  on  any 
other  degree  than  the  Royal  Arch,  he  suggests  that  : 

"Perhaps  our  Caimdian  Companions  emphasize  the  ritual- 
istic force  of  the  word  "Chapter,"  thus  confining  it  to  the  Royal 
Arch  degree,  while  we  of  the  States  think  of  it  more  as  the  name 
of  the  organization." 

Perhaps  we  do.  Our  regulations  permit  the  working 
of  the  preliminary  degrees  on  special  occasions  without  the 
formality  of  opening  of  the  Chapter,  but  the  summons 
must  state  that  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  working  as  a 
"Lodge"  of  Mark  Master  Masons,  or  otherwise,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Chapter  authority,  If  it  is  specifically 
called  as  a  special,  or  emergent,  "Convocation"  of  the 
Chapter  for  the  purpose  of  working  in  the  preliminary 
degrees  the  Chapter  is  first  opened. 

We  know  of  another  important  Masonic  organization 
and  probably  Companion  Harris  may  have  acquaintance 
with  it,  which  like  the  Chapter  "system"  has  a  number  of 
degrees,  but  we  have  yet  to  learn  that  it  worked  in  any  of 
the  lesser  of  them  without  first  opening  in  that  which 
gives  sanction  to  the  whole.  But  then  the  argument 
that  a  minor  part  of  the  whole  represents  the  whole,  may 
prevail  elsewhere  as  in  the  former  instance. 

Our  remark  that  the  illustrious  Webb  was  the  author 
and  creator  of  the  Most  Excellent  Master  degree,  and 
which  we  based  on  statements  of  writers  of  wide  reputa- 
tion, he  combats,  apparently  quoting  from  a  recent 
historical  venture,  as  follows  : 

"That  Webb  originated  the  Most  Excellent  Master's  degree 
is  something  that  has  been  assumed  by  many  Masonic  writers, 
and  yet  the  records  of  Providence  Chapter,  Providence,  R.  I., 
show  that  when  that  Chapter  was  chartered  by  Washington 
Chapter  in  1793  it  received  the  four  degrees  of  our' American' 
system,  and  that  at  its  first  meeting  six  candidates  received  the 
Mark  Master's,  Past  Master's  and  Most  Excellent  Master's 
degrees.  Now  Webb  is  recorded  as  having  received  the  Royal 
Arch  degree  in  Harmony  Chapter  of  Philadelphia  in  1796,  and 
it  does  not  seem  probable  that  he  manufactured  the  Most  Ex- 
cellent degree  before  he  was  a  Royal  Arch  Mason.     Moreover, 
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the  preliminary  degrees  were  given  also  in  Hiram  Chapter, 
Connecticut,  in  1791.  This  Chapter,  as  well  as  Providence 
Chapter,  had  been  chartered  by  Washington  Chapter,  and 
without   doubt  received   those   degrees   from   it." 

"The  four  degrees  have  little  or  no  coherence,  and  there 
is  much  truth  in  Comp.   Bennett's  comment." 

If  this  sort  of  thing  goes  on  poor  Webb's  claim 
to  ritualistic  fame  will  suffer.  Perhaps  Jonathan  Nye 
will  again  receive  credit  as  the  inventor  of  the  M.  E. 
and  his  co-worker  be  once  more  rated  as  the  "modifier," 
But  no  matter  in  what  relation  Webb  stood  to  the 
degree  we  fancy  that  the  present  day  pyrotechnics  in 
which  it  is  framed,  would  occasion  him  something  of  a 
shock  However,  somebody  invented  the  degree  for 
the  learned  Illinois  Companion  dubs  it  "a  Simon  pure 
Yankee  production,"  and  if  Webb  is  to  be  deprived  of 
the  glory  then  there  is  a  halo  and  posthumous  fame 
waiting  for  a  yet  undiscovered  genius  : 

"  Seven  cities  grieved  for  Homer  dead 
Through  each  the  living  Homer  begged  his  bread." 

In  a  discussion  with  Comp.  Duncan  of  Louisiana,  on 
the  subject  of  dependent  membership,  he  says  : 

"It  is  perfectly  possible  that  a  "good  Mason"  may  have 
what  honestly  seems  to  him  a  good  reason  for  wishing  to  be 
unaffiliated  with  his  lodge  and  yet  retain  membership  in  his 
Chapter  or  Commandery.  The  cases  may  be,  and  probably  are, 
rare;  and  yet  such  a  Mason  should  have  the  undisturbed  and 
undisputed  right  to  remain  unaffiliated  with  any  body  that 
he  chooses.  It  is  true  that  the  Ancient  Charges  say  "every 
brother  ought  to  belong"  to  a  lodge,  but  they  do  not  say  that 
he  must;  and  they  thus  leave  space  for  reasonable  exceptions." 

"So  much  has  been  said  on  both  sides  of  this  question  by 
the  ablest  Masons  in  the  land  that  further  argument  is  useless, 
if  not  impossible.  Nothing  is  likely  to  change  the  convictions 
of  anyone  on  either  side;  but  I  wish  here  to  register  one  more 
protest  against  the  support,  by  arguments  which  apply  only 
to  suspended  Masons,  of  laws  which  apply  equally  to  an  honest 
non-affiliate." 

To  all  of  which  we  subscribe.  Again  we  acknowledge 
indebtedness  to  Companion  Harris  for  his  carefully 
compiled  table  of  statistics. 

Edwin  A.  Porter,  Pittsfield,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Stephen  Berry,  Portland,  Grand  Secretary. 


APPENDIX  lxiii 

Maryland 

Chapter    .  .     22  Members   .  .   2,780 

Companion  James  F.  Allen,  the  M.\  E.\  Grand  High 
Priest,  extended  a  cordial  welcome  to  tha  twenty  six 
Grand  Representatives  who  were  present  at  the  One 
Hundred  and  Ninth  Annual  Convocation  in  Baltimore 
on  the  22nd  November,  1906,  and  admonished  them  to 
write  letters  to  the  Grand  Chapters  they  represented 
and  advise  them  of  the  doings  of  this  Annual  Convo- 
cation. We  were  pleased  to  observe  that  Canada's 
worthy  representative,  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  M.  Carter,  was 
restored  to  health  and  in  his  place  to  respond  to  the 
roll   call. 

Companion  S.  W.  Thompson,  Past  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia,  and  special 
representative  of  its  Grand  High  Priest,  was  announced 
and  received  with  honors. 

But  one  member  of  Grand  Chapter  has  been  taken 
by  death  during  the  year,  Companion  Theodore  B.  Fox, 
Past  High  Priest  of  Phoenix  Chapter,  No.  7. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  had  a  fairly  active  year.  As- 
sisted by  a  number  of  the  Grand  officers,  he  constituted 
Joppa  Chapter,  at  Bel  Air.  This  Chapter  had  exalted 
eleven  Companions  since  the  charter  was  granted,  and 
gives  promise  of  activity  and  usefulness. 

Accompanied  by  some  of  the  Grand  officers  on  each 
occasion,  he  visited  officially  sixteen  of  the  other  twenty- 
one  Chapters  of  the  jurisdiction.  Where  work  was 
done  it  was  for  the  most  part  correctly  and  impressively 
rendered.  With  perhaps  one  exception,  all  the  Chapters 
appeared  to  be  thoroughly  alive  and  enjoying  their  share 
of  the  general   prosperity. 

By  invitation  he  visited  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  at  its  Annual  Convocation.  Also 
Columbia  Chapter,  No.  1,  and  Mt.  Horeb  Chapter,  No. 
7,  of  Washington.  On  each  of  these  visits  he  was  re- 
ceived with  the  courtesy  and  fraternal  welcome  due  his 
exalted  station. 
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He  likewise  paid  tribute  to  the  hospitality  of  Boston 
during  the  Triennial  gathering,  and  thus  condenses  his 
opinion  of  the  General  Grand  : 

"While  the  powers' of  this  Body  are  very  limited,  its  meet- 
ings bring  together  the  most  eminent  patrons  of  the  Order 
and  give  opportunity  for  new  friendships,  and  an  interchange 
of  opinions  resulting  in  an  increased  knowledge  of  the  sublime 
principles  of  our  Royal   Art." 

He  announced  a  net  gain  in  membership  of  204, 
the  largest  number  of  exaltations  and  greatest  net  gain 
within  the  last  ten  years.  Every  Chapter  but  two 
had  exaltations,  and  every  one  but  three  had  made  a 
net  gain. 

The  Grand  High  Priest's  recommendation  for  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  increasing 
the  salary  of  the  Grand  Secretary  was  approved. 

It  was  suggested  that  a  complete  roster  of  the  Royal 
Craft  from  the  beginning  of  its  history  in  Maryland 
should  at  once  be  undertaken  by  the  Grand  Secretary 
and  prosecuted  with  diligence,  so  that  a  well  indexed 
list  of  membership  may  be  available  for  ready  reference. 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  announced  that 
nothing  had  been  submitted  to  them  requiring  con- 
sideration, and  congratulated  the  Grand  Chapter  upon 
the  general  peace  and  prosperity. 

The  Chapters  had  contributed  $1,960  to  the  San 
Francisco  sufferers  and  the  Committee  in  charge  re- 
ported that  the  amount  reached  its  proper  destination. 

Comp.  Thompson  of  Virginia,  upon  the  invitation 
of  the  Grand  High  Priest,  arose,  and  after  a  few  pre- 
liminary remarks  extended  on  behalf  of  his  Grand 
Chapter  a  cordial  and  hearty  invitation  to  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Maryland  to  attend  the  centennial  anni- 
versary of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia,  in  the  city  of 
Norfolk  on  October  7th,  8th  and  9th,  1907.  The  in- 
vitation was  accepted  with  the  thanks  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,    which    Comp.    Thompson    was    requested    to 


APPENDIX  lxv 

convey  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia.  The  arrange- 
ments for  the  trip  were  referred  to  the  incoming  Grand 
Council. 

Comp.  Thompson  also  made  some  remarks  in  re- 
ference to  the  conferring  of  the  Capitular  degrees  upon 
Master  Masons  residing  in  Virginia  or  Maryland,  along 
the  border  line,  by  the  Chapters  of  either  State  that 
may  be  most  convenient  to  the  applicants,  and  was 
much  surprised  to  learn  that  a  resolution  to  that  effect 
had  existed  for  over  twenty  years. 

Following  the  installation  of  officers,  an  honorarium 
of  two  hundred  dollars  was  voted  the  R.'.E.'. Grand 
Secretary. 

Maryland's  "grand  old  man,"  Companion  Schultz, 
presented  his  thirtieth  annual  report  on  Correspond- 
ence, and  like  its  many  predecessors,  cannot  be  lightly 
passed  over,  though  his  affliction  compels  the  aid  of  a 
reader  and  amanuensis.  His  interesting  review  includes 
a  kindly  notice  of  Canada  for  1906.  Our  views  on  the 
dependent  membership  question  he  freely  quotes  for 
we  are  in  agreement  on  that  point  at  all  events. 
Witness   his  remark  to   the   Alabama  reviewer  : 

"We  regret  to  find  that  he  differs  from  us,  as  well  as  his 
Grand  Chapter,  on  the  dependent  membership  doctrine.  It 
is  not  a  little  surprising  to  us  that  so  able  and  conservative  a 
student  of  Masonry  as  Companion  Titcomb  should  favor  the 
modern    and    vengeful    doctrine   of   compulsory    membership." 

And  again  to  the  District  of  Columbia  correspondent 
he  has  this  to  say  : 

'We  deny  that  a  Brother  withdrawing  his  membership 
from  a  Lodge  violates  any  obligation  he  has  taken,  and  we  can 
only    repeat    and    reaffirm   what    we   have   stated,    namely  :" 

"There  is  nothing  in  the  ritual  or  ceremonies,  or  in  any 
By-law  of  Lodge  or  Chapter  that  we  ever  saw  where  a  Brother 
or  Companion  obligates  himself  to  continue  a  member  in  either 
body." 

"He  pays  a  certain  specified  fee  to  become  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  Fraternity ;  upon  paying  an  additional  fee  he  becomes 
entitled  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  particular  Lodge, 
which  latter  privileges  he  may  relinquish  at  any  time.  Mem- 
bership  in   the  Fraternity  is  one  thing  and  membership  in   a 
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particular  Lodge  is  altogether  a  different  matter.  At  least 
that  is  the  way  we  learned  our  Masonry,  and  we  are  rather 
too  old  now  to  unlearn  it." 

Under  Iowa  he  further  says,  and  it  will  be  observed 
that  he  grows  emphatic  as  he  proceeds  : 

"Companion  Cleveland  may  be  correct,  and  we  presume  he 
is,  that  thirty-one  out  of  the  forty-six  Grand  Chapters  have 
adopted  "dependent  membership."  We  can  only  say  that 
we  regret  that  such  is  the  case;  it  does  not,  however,  change 
our  opinion  in  the  slightest  degree,  that  said  doctrine  is  unjust, 
unmasonic  and  un  unwarrantable  infringement  upon  the  in- 
herent rights  of  the  Companion  Royal  Arch  Masons." 

The  West  Virginia  man  had  rashly  ventured  the 
suggestion  that  the  germ  had  found  responsive  soil  in 
Maryland    and    gets    this    back  : 

"We  beg  to  inform  our  Companion  that  he  is  mistaken. 
Dependent  membership  does  not  prevail  in  Maryland,  and 
we  trust  it  never  will." 

We  quote  the  foregoing  remarks  because  of  their 
value,  coming  as  they  do  from  a  widely  read  and  ob- 
servant Companion  of  age  and  experience.  Nearly  all 
the  old  writers  of  the  Guild  were  and  are  with  him  on 
this  subject.  The  doctrine  "is  new,  born  of  new  men, 
who  can  see  little  reason  in  the  old  fogeyism  which  is 
surely  passing  away,  but  wThich  even  yet  is  the  valiant 
champion  of  "ancient  usage  and  established  custom." 
He  closes  thus  : 

"It  would  seem  that  this  is  an  appropriate  time  to  take  the 
retrospect  of  the  past  years  in  which  I  have  been  engaged  in 
this  labor,  and  I  had  fully  intended  doing  so,  but  circumstances, 
unnecessary  to  mention,  have  prevented  my  doing  so.  Should 
my  life  be  spared  to  prepare  another  report,  I  may  give  the 
results  of  my  experience  in  this  field  of  labor." 

We  shall  gladly  welcome  that  retrospect  but  will 
hope  and  pray  that  Companion  Schultz  may  be  spared 
to  instruct  his  Companions  of  Maryland  for  many  years. 

William  F.  Bevan,  Baltimore,  Grand  High  Priest. 

John  H.  Miller,  Baltimore,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Massachussetts 

Chapters    .  .    76.  Members    .  .    19,367. 

The  Chapters  as  a  rule  in  this  jurisdiction  are  very 
strong  numerically,  one  St.  Paul's,  of  Boston,  having 
over  twelve  hundred  members,  two  exceed  six  hundred, 
a  dozen  are  over  the  four  hundred  mark,  and  only 
about  the  same  number  have  less  than  a  hundred. 

The  customary  quarterly  Convocations  preceded 
the  Annual,  the  One  hundred  and  eighth,which  was  held 
on  the  nth  December,  1906,  and  a  special  Convocation 
was  summoned  for  the  morning  of  June  19th,  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  and  welcoming  the  General  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  U.  S.  A.,  which  had 
assembled  in  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  holding  its 
thirty-third  Triennial  Convocation. 

Right  heartily  did  the  Massachusetts  Companions 
throw  themselves  into  that  welcome  and  the  reputation 
of  Boston  for  hospitality  was  enhanced.  Appropriate 
and  eloquent  greetings  were  responded  to  with  equal 
grace  and  fluency. 

A  most  interesting  historical  address  was  delivered 
during  the  session  of  the  General  Grand  by  Grand 
Secretary  Sereno  D.  Nickerson,  in  the  course  of  which 
he  had  this  to  say  of  a  work  which  has  had  considerable 
circulation  in  Canada  : 

"Some  five  years  ago,  or  more,  I  recollect  that  an  agent 
for  the  history  recently  published,  attributed  to  Brother  Mackey, 
came  to  me  with  a  prospectus  for  that  publication,  and  I  told 
him  that  it  seemed  to  me  very  strange  that  Brother  Mackey 
should  have  been  engaged  upon  so  important  a  work  as  that 
and  that  none  of  us  had  known  anything  about  it.  Further- 
more, I  told  him  that  most  of  our  knowledge  in  regard  to  the 
early  history  of  Masonry  had  been  acquired  during  the  previous 
twenty  or  thirty  years^  Mackey  had  at  that  time  been  dead 
for  twenty  years,  and  I  could  not  see  how  it  could  be  of  any 
advantage  to  circulate  a  history  which  had  been  prepared  so 
long  previously.  But  the  history  was  issued,  continued  by 
Brother  Singleton,  who,  in  my  judgment,  though  a  very  ex- 
cellent man  and  a  very  worthy  officer,  was  not  a  very  good 
authority  on  historical  matters.' 
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At  the  quarterly  Convocation  in  September  a  mem- 
orial upon  the  death  of  the  venerable  and  beloved  Grand 
Chaplain  Charles  A.  Skinner,  D.D.,  Grand  Chaplain, 
was  read  : 

"A  preacher  of  marked  ability,  a  faithful  and  conscientious 
pastor,  a  true  friend  to  all  in  trouble,  and  a  tower  of  strength 
and  comfort  to   those  bereaved." 

The  request  of  Doric  Chapter  of  Southbridge,  for 
permission  to  confer  a  portion  of  the  Capitular  degrees 
upon  candidates  resident  in  Webster,  a  town  within 
its  jurisdiction,  in  the  hall  of  Webster  Lodge,  within 
the  town  of  Webster,  was  on  recommendation  of  a 
special  committee  acceded  to.  A  singular  proceeding 
for  a  conservative  jurisdiction  like  Massachusetts. 

The  Companions  at  the  Annual  in  December  re- 
ceived a  hearty  welcome  from  the  Most  Excellent  Grand 
High  Priest,  who  referred  to  the  business  of  the  morning 
session  and  expressed  himself  gratified  to  be  able  to 
welcome  so  many  at  that  early  hour.  There  being  no 
business  to  transact  the  Grand  Lecturers  were  invited  to 
proceed  with  the  exemplification.  The  time  consumed 
in  the  several  degrees  and  lectures  was  as  follows  :  Mark 
Master's,  two  hours  ;  Past  Master's,  one  hour  ;  Most 
Excellent  Master's,  one  hour  and  thirty  minutes  ; 
Royal  Arch,  one  hour  and  fifty- five  minutes.  A  hard 
day's  work. 

Noting  the  activity  in  the  Chapters  the  Grand  High 
Priest  remarked  in  his  address  : 

"If  in  the  admittance  of  these  large  numbers  of  candidates 
we  have  exercised  due  care,  have  guarded  well  the  interests  of 
the  Craft,  have  been  careful  to  admit  none  but  those  who  will 
give  strength  and  character  to  our  sublime  institution,  then 
may  we  look  forward  to  still  greater  achievement  and  useful- 
ness. But  if  we  are  actuated  by  mercenary  motives,  if  the 
financial  affairs  of  a  Chapter  are  so  managed  that  it  must  have 
a  large  number  of  candidates  to  pay  expenses,  if  such  motives  are 
responsible  for  our  large  gains,  then  I  believe  the  seeds  of  decay 
are  being  sown  and  disaster  will  follow. 

I  am  convinced  that  every  Chapter  should  have  an  assured 
income  sufficient  to  pay  its  fixed  charges,  and  should  not  be 
dependent  on  the  fees  from  a  large  number  of  candidates  to  meet 
necessary  expenses." 
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The  Grand  High  Priest,  M.  E.  Comp  Harry  Hunt, 
was  elected  for  the  third  time  by  unanimous  vote. 

Grand  Secretary  J.  Gilman  Waite  styles  his  report 
on  Correspondence  his  ninth  "effort  "  Well,  all  we 
can  say  is  that  the  effort  was  easily  a  success.  In  re- 
viewing Canada  for  1906,  he  details  the  features  of 
the  Grand  Z's  address  and  on  the  question  of  Masonic 
clothing,  erroneously  concludes  that  the  Royal  Arch 
apron  and  sash  is  authorized  to  be  worn  in  the  Blue 
Lodge,  to  which,  of  course,  he  could  not  agree,  "holding 
that  to  each  grade  of  Masonry  should  belong  its  own 
and  proper  ins  gnia."     Quite  right,  too. 

Here  is  his  interpretation  of  another  subject  of  dress. 

"Uniformity  in  paraphernalia  was  commented  on,  and  to 
a  very  good  purpose,  and  a  word  of  caution  was  given  relative 
to  the  adoption  of  the  regalia  of  any  particular  manufacturer 
without  first  ascertaining  whether  the  same  had  been  made 
to   correspond  to   the  time  represented  in  the  degree." 

Our  system  of  inspection  appealed  to  him  favorably, 
and  of  the  writer's  labours  he  generously  remarks  : 

"  In  fact,  the  whole  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  pages 
covered  by  the  review  is  a  faithful  and  courteous  representation 
of  the  doings  of  the  several  Grand  bodies  noticed  and  easily 
stands  among  the  best  that  come  to  our  hands." 

But  there  happens  to  be  a  sting  in  the  tail,  for  the 
observant  Companion  winds  up  with  this  curt  admoni- 
tion, "The  volume  lacks  an  index." 

Now  the  table  of  "contents"  of  the  volume  of  pro- 
ceedings compiled  with  such  neatness  and  accuracy  by 
M.  E.  Comp.  Waite,  follows  the  title  page  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts' record.  It  is  just  possible  that  he  looked  for 
the  index  under  Canada's  covers,  in  the  same  place  and 
not  finding  it  in  the  familiar  corner,  came  to  the  above 
conclusion.  Like  the  R.  A.  clothing  item,  above  con- 
referred  to,  it  was  hasty.  But  we  were  not  singled  out 
for  what  was  not  an  omission.  Being  an  advocate  of 
perfection,  he  has  a  naked  club  drawn  for  any  fellow 
who  lacks  an  "  index." 
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To  Companion  Murrow  of  Indiana,  who  objected  to 
the  title  "Knights  Templars"  as  a  plural  he  says  : 

"Well,  as  good  authorities  differ  on  that  point,  we  trust 
our  worthy  Companion  will  not  take  offence  should  he  some 
time  chance  to  see  that  we  had  erred  by  still  keeping  to  the  old 
form,  so  long  in  use." 

Maryland's  reviewer  having  expressed  the  opinion 
in  the  Western  Australian  case,  that  Scotland's  recog- 
nition of  the  young  Grand  Chapter  should  precede  that 
of  other  Grand  Chapters,  he  says  : 

"We  are  quite  agreed  with  Companion  Schultz,  that  the 
request  for  recognition  by  Grand  Chapters  abroad  ought  to  be 
strengthened  by  the  recognition  of  the  mother  Grand  Chapters 
of  Scotland  and  England,  which  seem  to  be  withheld,  not  for 
Masonic  but  mercenary  reasons." 

A  peculiar  argument  in  favour  of  hesitancy  and  one 
not  too  flattering  to  the  maternal  ideas  of  justice  or 
otherwise. 

On  the  subject  of  dispensations  to  enable  candidates 
to  expedite  their  journey  to  the  cooling  waters  of 
Zem,  Zem,  he  has  something  pungent  under  Tennessee  : 

"What  is  the  end  of  all  this  ?  As  likely  as  anything  the 
candidate  will,  in  a  year's  time,  be  wearing  the  evidence  of  the 
dizzy  height  to  which  he  flew  in  the  semblance  of  a  diamond- 
studded  watch  charm  that  may  have  been  already  purchased 
and  in  his  pocket  read)^  to  don  before  he  left  the  hall  where  the 
zenith  of  his  ambition  was  reached.  We  have  known  such  a 
case  in  years  gone  by.  What  is  the  remedy  for  all  this  ?  There 
appear  to  be  two  :  first,  that  dispensations  shall  not  be  so 
easily  obtained  and  freely  given,  and,  second,  that  a  candidate 
shall  not  be  advanced  without  first  having  made  a  respectable 
degree  of  proficiency  in  preceding  degrees. 

Do  you  ask  when  we  expect  to  see  the  realization  of  this 
dream  ?  We  answer,  never.  The  watch-charm  and  hash-fiend 
are  on  top  now,  and  to  be  on  good  terms  with  "the  boys"  is  of 
greater  importance  sometimes  than  to  know  and  be  able  to 
follow  the  landmarks  of  the  Institution." 

An  admirable  report  throughout  and  we  part  from 
Companion  Waite  with  reluctance. 

Harry  Hunt,  Boston,  Grand  High  Priest. 

J.  Gilman  Waite,  Boston,  Grand  Secretary. 


APPENDIX  lxxi 

Michigan 

Chapters   .  .    141  Members    .  .    17,761. 

The  Mayor  of  Port  Huron,  Companion  John  J.  Bell, 
welcomed  the  Grand  Chapter  to  that  city  and  announced 
that  an  entertainment  had  been  provided  for  the  dele- 
gates in  the  shape  of  a  trolley  ride  to  the  tunnel  where 
special  cars  would  be  taken  for  a  trip  through  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway  tunnel,  followed  by  a  trolley  ride  through 
the  "City  of  Sarnia,"  Ontario,  returning  by  boat  to 
Port  Huron. 

With  this  assurance  of  a  good  time  the  Companions 
assembled  in  Fifty-ninth  Annual  Convocation,  on  the 
20th  May,  1907. 

Two  of  Michigan's  past  rulers  had  passed  away  since 
last  Grand  Chapter  Convocation.  Benjamin  F.  Watts, 
Grand  High  Priest  in  1888,  and  Charles  L.  Stevens  in 
1902,  Companions  beloved  for  their  sterling  good  qualities 
and  high  attainments.  Their  portraits  accompany  the 
well  penned  memorials  in  the  "proceedings." 

The  volume  also  contains  a  half  tone  of  Grand  High 
Priest  Dr.  Clark  E.  Spencer,  and  a  group  picture  of  the 
Grand  officers  for  the  year. 

It  was  apparently  an  active  period,  the  Grand  High 
Priest  announcing  an  increase  in  membership  of  691. 
He  was  an  assiduous  visitor  and  supplemented  the  work 
of  the  Grand  Lecturer,  whose  labours  were  productive 
of  much  benefit.  He  was  particularly  struck  with  the 
general  interest  displayed  by  the  Companions  in  the 
work,  the  study  evidently  given  to  it  in  its  entirety,  and 
the  pleasure  and  willingness  with  which  corrections  and 
suggestions  were  received. 

He  was  a  delegate  to  the  General  Grand  for  the  first 
time  and  enjoyed  the  outing  but  is  doubtful  of  the 
utility  of  the  conclave  as  a  business  proposition. 

"I  am  unable  to  discover  any  particular  benefit  to  be  de- 
rived by  the  Grand  Chapters  from  these  sessions,  other  than  a 
good  social  time  for  those  lucky  enough  to  be  in  a  position  to 
attend.     It  certainly  makes  a  fine  outing." 
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"I  cannot  see  any  real  logical  reason  for  our  Grand  Chapter 
paying  a  per  Capita  tax,  amounting  to  $170.  70,  as  was  the  case 
this  year,  and  defraying  the  expenses  of  our  delegates  attending 
the  sessions.  But  we  are  tied  to  it,  and  I  suppose  will  so  remain, 
because  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan  has  no  legal  right  to 
secede." 

Application  for  a  new  Chapter  reached  him  from 
Ontonagon,  where  a  charter  was  granted  in  1859,  which 
they  surrended  in  1876.  It  was  restored  in  1893  and 
after  five  years  was  again  abandoned.  He,  however, 
thought  there  were  good  grounds  for  yielding  and  issued 
his  dispensation.     The  third  time  should  prove  lucky. 

He  also  issued  a  dispensation  for  a  Chapter  at  Hart, 
but  hesitated  in  two  other  cases. 

Among  his  "decisions"  was  one  pronouncing  against 
liquors  being  introduced  at  a  banquet  within  the  Chapter 
precincts  and  advised  against  its  use  outside. 

He  recommended  a  revision  of  the  "Red  Book," 
Michigan's  Constitution. 

A  letter  was  read  from  M.  E.  Companion  Hugh 
McCurdy,  regretting  absence  from  "uncontrollable  cir- 
cumstances" and  resigning  the  chairmanship  of  the 
Jurisprudence  Committee,  which  he  had  held  since  1872. 

The  resident  officers  of  the  "Modern  Maccabees" 
invited  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  to 
visit  the  Modern  Maccabee  Temple.  The  record  fails 
to  note  that  this  sample  of  modern  courtesy  was  respond- 
ed to. 

Grand  Secretary  Conover's  report  was  a  fair  reflex 
of  that  energetic  officer.  All  embracing  without  pro- 
lixity. A  printer's  error  and  a  printers'  strike  explained 
delay  in  issuing  the  proceedings. 

All  the  Chapters  had  made  returns  and  all  had  paid 
dues.     Happy  man. 

At  the  close  of  the  first  day's  session  the  entertain- 
ment and  pleasures  provided  by  the  Port  Huron  Com- 
panions were  greatly  enjoyed  by  all  who  participated. 
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The  Committee  on  Finance  recommended  an  appro- 
priation of  $100.00  to  be  used  in  reprinting  the  proceed- 
ings for  the  first  twenty  years. 

Grand  Lecturer  Maynard  was  a  busy  man.  He 
visited  forty-eight  towns  to  impart  instruction.  At 
Iron  Mountain  the  Grand  High  Priest  was  of  the  party, 
and  at  that  place  the  Grand  Principal  Sojourner  is  the 
principal  sojourner  and  he  entertained  the  visitors  at  his 
cottage  by  Spread  Eagle  Lake. 

"He  has  a  large  family  of  children  that  would  warm  the 
heart  of  the  President  of  this  country  to  see,  and  after  dinner 
his  wife  presided  at  the  piano,  one  daughter  played  a  violin, 
one  a  clarionet,  one  a  violincello,  one  a  cornet,  one  a  viola, 
a  son  played  a  violin,  and  many  others  of  his  fine  children  sat 
with  us  and  listened  to  some  good  orchestra  music.  There  is 
not  another  Grand  officer  who  can  entertain  his  friends  with 
a  fine  orchestra  made  up  entirely  from  his  own  family." 

At  Coldwater  they  put  on  the  M.  E.  M.  degree 
with  the  most  elaborate  and  spectacular  ceremonies 
he  had  ever  seen. 

"  It  is  due  to  our  Grand  Secretary  to  attribute  much  of 
the  mechanical  and  electrical  detail  to  his  great  ingenuity, 
industry  and  skill.  This  Chapter  does  not  altar  or  omit  any 
part  of  our  ritual  but  where  it  is  marked  "Ceremonies"  they 
allow  their  energies  and  imaginations  full  play." 

Fancy  a  Grand  Secretary  being  permitted  an  "imagin- 
ation." 

A  Companion  suspended  for  unmasonic  conduct  ten 
years  previously  in  a  Chapter  which  died  later,  applied 
for  restoration,  promising  good  conduct  for  the  future. 
His  prayer  was  charitably  entertained. 

The  Committee  on  Appeals  reported  everything 
serene  and  everybody  satisfied. 

"The  Committee  extend  congratulations  to  M.  E.  Grand 
High  Priest  Spencer,  R.  E.  Grand  Secretary  Conover  and  R.  E. 
Grand  Lecturer  Maynard  and  P.  G.  H.  P.  Thomas  H.  Williams, 
and  for  the  skill  displayed  by  them  in  the  pouring  of  oil  on  the 
troubled  waters,  and  the  preservation  of  harmony  in  our  fra- 
ternity. 
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The  Committee  suggest  that  the  R.  E.  Grand  Lecturer 
next  Sunday  lead  his  choir  in  singing  "Blessed  are  the  peace- 
makers." 

Michigan  is  suffering  from  the  tired  feeling  occasioned 
by  the  peripatetic  system.  The  Committee  on  Invita- 
tions reported  that  they  had  carefully  considered  the 
invitations  received  for  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
for  1908,  and  were  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  better 
not  to  accept  any  of  them.  In  the  absence  of  special 
action  to  the  contrary  the  Constitution  provides  that  the 
Annual  Convocations  of  Grand  Chapter  shall  be  held  in 
the  city  of  Detroit.  Consequently  by  the  above  action 
the  next  Annual  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  will  be 
held  in  that  city. 

Grand  Secretary  Conover  is  a  man  of  ideas  as  has  been 
hinted  more  than  once.  He  now  calls  his  report  on 
Correspondence  "Annual  Review  of  Capitular  Masonry," 
and  thereby  makes  glad  one  or  two  hearts  in  the  circle. 
"A  reviewer  must  necessarily  serve  up  a  '  hash  '  made 
up  of  many  things  to  please  many  boarders,  for  some  like 
the  meat  and  some  the  murphys,  some  highly  spiced  and 
some  plain  and  cold — so  there  you  are  !  Please  them  all 
you  cannot  !" 

Well,  we  are  partial  to  murphys  as  well  as  Michigan 
Companions,  and  the  cold-water  variety  is  good  and 
tasty.  His  report  of  Canada  for  1906  is  of  three  pages 
and  favorable. 

To  the  Illinois  plea  that  "we  should  have  more 
respect  for  diplomas  and  receipts  for  dues  issued  by 
legitimate  bodies  as  being  much  harder  to  be  availed  of  or 
counterfeited  by  imposters,"  he  adds  this  warning  note  : 

"Yet  here  in  Michigan  we  have  had  a  somewhat  unique 
experience  of  a  "fraud"  offering  a  receipt  for  dues  as  evidence 
of  good  standing  when  asking  for  charity.  The  receipt  in 
question  was  a  nicely  printed  blank,  duly  filled  out  and  properly 
sealed  with  forged  seal.     So  there  you  are  again." 

Charles  Cotterell,  Bay  City,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Charles  A.  Conover,  Coldwater,  Grand  Secretary. 
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MINNESOTA 

Chapters    .  .   65.  Members   .  .   6,572. 

Garbed  in  sacerdotal  vestments,  his  manly  bosom 
shielded  from  cowan  attack  by  the  symbolic  breastplate 
a  thoughtful  brow  surmounted  by  a  neat  design  in  mitres, 
and  a  countenance  betokening  a  gravity  of  demeanor  in 
strict  harmony  with  his  reverential  raiment,  the  portrait 
of  Grand  High  Priest  Frederick  Bloom  shines  out  as  the 
decorative  frontispiece  of  the  volume  of  proceedings 
of  the  Forty-fifth  Annual  Convocation  held  in  St.  Paul 
on  the  9th  October,  1906. 

All  the  Grand  officers  were  present  and  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  Nathan  Kingsley,  Grand  King  of  the  G.  G. 
Chapter  of  the  United  States,  being  also  on  hand,  was 
escorted  to  the  East  and  received  with  the  Grand  Honors. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  expressed  thanks  for  favours 
already  received  and  looked  with  hopefulness  to  the 
future.  "  The  all  devouring  scythe  of  time"  had  been 
merciful  to  Minnesota's  official  circle,  but  he  failed  not 
to  note  the  gaps  in  other  jurisdictions. 

Two  Chapters  were  constituted  and  two  new  ones 
started.  He  visited  eight  or  nine  Chapters,  most  of 
which  visits  were  marked  by  elegant  banquets. 

He  decided  that  the  standing  of  a  Chapter  member 
was  not  affected  by  his  suspension  for  N.  P.  D.  in  his 
lodge.  This  was  ratified  by  Grand  Chapter.  Apparently 
the  dependent  membership  germ  has  not  yet  rooted  in 
Minnesota. 

He  renewed  the  recommendation  of  his  predecessor, 
"That  with  the  proceedings  of  this  year  there  be  published 
a  digest  of  decisions  and  resolutions  of  Grand  Chapter 
similar  to  that  published  in  the  proceedings  of  1895," 
as  such  a  publication  would  be  very  beneficial  to  the 
craft  throughout  this  jurisdiction  and  would  be  of  great 
assistance  to  the  officers  of  subordinate  Chapters."  But 
it  wasn't  done  this  year.     Perhaps  some  other  year. 
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St.  Cloud  Chapter,  No.  10,  started  in  1866,  and  sur- 
rendered some  years  afterwards.  Later  the  Companions 
applied  again  and  received  a  new  charter  numbered  46. 
They  now  petitioned  for  the  old  number  and  were 
made  happy. 

The  Jurisprudence  Committee  while  approving  the 
dispensation  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  to  ballot  and  con- 
fer degrees  at  one  and  the  same  convocation,  considered 
that  the  reasons  assigned  for  applying  for  such  did  not 
come  up  to  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  decision  of 
Grand  Chapter  and  recommended  a  cessation  of  the 
practice.     The  recommendation  was  agreed  to. 

It  was  decided  to  invite  the  General  Grand  Chapter 
to  meet  in  St.  Paul  in  19 12. 

There  was  a  large  attendance  of  Companions  to  wit- 
ness the  conferring  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree  in  the 
evening  by  the  officers  of  Minnesota  Chapter  No.  1, 
St.  Paul,  as  arranged  for  by  the  Grand  High  Priest. 

Grand  Secretary  Montgomery  reviewed  the  Grand 
Chapters  for  the  seventeenth  time,  hoping  that  the 
perusal  of  the  report  would  prove  interesting  and  pro- 
fitable to  all  who  cared  to  read  it.  Like  many  others 
he  entertains  a  doubt  as  to  knowledge  seeking  being 
general  in  his  constituency.  All  we  can  say  is,  that 
to  the  Minnesotan  Companions  who  do  not  read,  it  is 
their  loss. 

.  Canada  for  1906  received  due  notice,  and  he  remarked 
that  the  presentation  of  the  by-laws  of  the  Chapter  to 
each  candidate,  as  practiced  in  this  jurisdiction,  was  a 
good  rule. 


A  few  days  after  the  above  was  written  the  black 
bordered  notice  was  received  that  M.  E.  Companion 
Montgomery  had  been  called  to  rest.  The  summons 
came  on  the  7th  June,  1907.  He  was  an  active  earnest, 
craftsman    and    Grand    Chapter    will     sorely  miss    his 
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invaluable  services  as  its  secretary,  an  office  which  he  held 
for  eighteen  years.     He  was  Grand  High  Priest  in  1879. 

Companion  Montgomery  was  born  in  Donegal,  Ire- 
land, in  1 84 1,  and  when  four  years  old  was  brought  to 
Canada  by  his  parents  where  they  remained  ten  years, 
finally  settling  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.  He  served  through 
the  civil  war,  retiring  at  its  close  with  the  rank  of  major. 
In  civil  life  he  held  many  important  positions  and  was  a 
former  Alderman  of  St.  Paul. 

William  Todd,  Austin,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Grand  Secretary. 


Mississippi 

Chapters    .  .   69.  Members    .  .   3,276. 

The  shadow  of  a  great  bereavement  hung  over  the 
Fifty-ninth  Annual  Convocation  at  Natchez,  on  the 
21st  February,  1907.  The  chairs  of  three  most  Excellent 
Companions  were  vacant.  Rev.  Irwin  Miller,  a  former 
Grand  Master  ;  Judge  B.  T.  Kimbrough,  Past  Grand 
Master  and  Past  Grand  High  Priest  ;  and  the  genial, 
widely  known  Phineas  M.  Savery,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  whose 
.service  as  Foreign  Correspondent,  extending  through 
twenty-eight  years,  was  widely  known  and  "gained  for 
him  fame  as  a  wise  and  accomplished  Mason,  in  all 
lands  where  the  principles  of  Free  Masonry  are  taught." 

From  Grand  Secretary  Speed's  beautiful  tribute  to 
the  departed  the  following  is  eloquent  in  its  comprehen- 
siveness : 

"  Brother  Savery 's  best  eulogy  is  written  in  the  Proceedings 
of  our  Grand  Bodies  for  more  than  thirty-five  years,  for  there 
s  scarcely  a  page  upon  which  his  handiwork  does  not  appear. 
He  had  done  so  much  work  and  had  done  it  so  well,  that  the 
wealth  of  material  is  in  itself  embarrassing,  if  it  was  thought 
necessary;  in  order  to  fix  his  place,  to  enumerate,  even  a  part 
of  what  he  had  done." 

Grand  High  Priest  Bodenhamer  reflected  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Companions  in  the  well  chosen  words  with 
which  he  made  the  sad  announcements.  ^ 
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He  declined  requests  for  dispensation  to  ballot  and 
confer  degrees  on  "the  limited  express"  plan. 

"A  number  were  for  from  ten  to  twenty  or  more  at  a  time, 
about  the  best  reasons  given,  among  this  lot,  was  by  one,  which 
asked  for  eighteen  and  such  others  as  might  apply  at  the  same 
Convocation.  The  reason  assigned  was  that  two  or  three  of  the 
petitioners  were  compelled  to  be  absent  for  two  or  three  months. 
I  thought  that  these  would  keep  for  that  length  of  time.  It 
appeared  to  me  from  the  great  number  of  such  applications  that 
our  brethren  were  in  a  wild  rush  for  the  sub-treasury  or  some- 
thing better." 

He  regulated  one  of  his  decisions  by  the  law  of  the 
State.  Being  asked  by  the  High  Priest  of  a  Chapter, 
"What  length  of  residence  in  the  jurisdiction  of  a  Chapter 
is  required  of  a  minister  before  he  can  petition  the  Chap- 
ter for  the  degrees  ?"  He  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he 
might  apply  after  six  months  residence,  although  a 
twelve  months  residence  is  required  of  other  persons. 

,  He  quoted  the  Grand  Chapter  regulations  which, 
while  providing  for  a  fixed  place  of  abode  for  twelve 
months,  added  that  such  "fixed  place"  was  synonymous 
with  "legal  residence,"  as  defined  by  State  laws.  He 
studied  the  latter  and  discovered  that  the  State  made  ex- 
ception in  favour  of  the  cloth  by  permitting  clergymen 
to  register  and  vote  after  a  six  months'  residence. 
Hence  the  decision  : 

"If  you  shall  conclude  that  my  doubts  are  superior  to 
my  judgment,  I  earnestly  recommend  that  said  Section  twenty- 
two  be  amended  by  adding  to  it  the  following  proviso  : 

Provided,  that  ministers  of  the  gospel  after  a  residence  of 
six  months  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  Chapter,  if  a  citizen  of 
the  State,  may  petition  for  and,  if  elected,  receive  the  degrees. 

This  will  relieve  the  disabilities  of  a  most  desirable  class 
of  men." 

We  looked  for  a  pronouncement  on  this  important 
matter  from  the  Committee  on  Capitular  Law,  to  whom 
it  was  referred,  but  looked  in  vain. 

He  annulled  the  election  of  officers  in  a  Chapter  be- 
cause notwithstanding  the  High  Priest  and  Chapter  were 
fully  informed  in  the  matter,  somebody  persisted  in 
telling  the  Companions  whom  they  should  vote  for,  for 
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the  various  offices,  and  he  very  properly  held  that  if 
nominations  cannot  be  made  to  the  body  of  the  Chapter, 
they  cannot  be  made  to  the  Companions  severally. 
This  salutary  lesson  was  followed  by  an  election  con- 
ducted on  the  proper  lines. 

That  he  is  not  enamoured  of  the  General  Grand's 
product  in  the  ritualistic  industry  may  be  gathered 
from  the  following  : 

"The  double  barreled  ritual  issued  by  the  General  Grand 
Chapter,  and  which  has  been  adopted  by  this  Grand 
Chapter,  is  a  good  book  for  reference  but  is  absolutely  worthless 
for  use  in  learning  the  work  and  lectures.  Not  one  in  a  hundred 
can  glean  anything  from  it.  It  differs  from  the  severest  Chinese 
puzzle  in  this,  the  puzzle  once  solved  is  very  simple,  but  the 
more  the  ritual  is  studied  the  more  confusion  becomes  confound- 
ed. A  dozen  Philadelphia  lawyers,  one-half  of  whom  are 
standing  on  their  heads  cannot  commit  it  to  memory  in  a  life 
time." 

He  administered  a  timely  reprimand  to  the  rulers  of 
Chapters  who  so  lightly  regarded  the  dignity  of  their 
position  and  their  obligation  as  to  continue  in  ignorance 
of  the  governing  regulations. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  did  remarkable  work,  visiting 
some  seventy-five  Chapters,  instructing  each  for  three 
days,  and  incidentally  gathering  in  subscriptions  for 
the  Masonic  Home.  Little  wonder  that  .Grand  Chapter 
voted  him  $125  a  month  and  expenses.  His  report, 
notwithstanding  what  he  had  to  do,  was  singularly 
brief,  a  couple  of  lines  comprising  each  case. 

"May  28,  29 — Visited  Macon,  but  did  nothing;  Chapter 
divided  into  factions. 

June  11,  12,  13 — Lectured  Chapter  No.  00;  small  attend- 
ance; little   interest;   collection   for   Home,    $5. 

July  26,  27,  28 — Lectured  Chapter  No.  00;  attendance  good; 
Companions  anxious  to  learn.     Collection  for  Home,  $16. 

August  27,  28,  29 — Revived  and  lectured  Chapter  No.  00. 
Chapter  dormant  for  three  years  but  now  has  good  prospects." 

The  foregoing  samples  would  hardly  satisfy  the  as- 
pirations of  certain  inspecting  officers  whose  interpreta- 
tion of  wit  is  not  to  be  discerned  in  the  proportions  of 
their  annual  reports. 
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Fifteen  hundred  dollars  were  voted  to  the  building 
fund  of  the  Masonic  Home. 

Grand  Secretary  Speed  had  to  complain,  like  others, 
of  the  unpardonable  neglect  of  Chapter  secretaries  in 
sending  in  their  returns.  "Doubtless  some  of  them  will 
be  heard  from  a  little  later  on,  when  the  spirit  moves 
them." 

Report  on  his  visit  to  the  General  Grand's  Triennial 
at  Boston  he  says  : 

"The  principal  question  of  interest  under  discussion,  grew 
out  of  our  annexation  of  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico,  where  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  has  a  Chapter  established  and  where 
there  is  but  one  Lodge  which  works  after  the  American  or  so 
called    Ancient    York    Rite." 

"So  called  "Ancient  York  Rite  !"  Doesn't  that 
sound  a  bit  heretical.  We  have  heard  of  doubts  enter- 
tained about  that  claim  as  applied  to  the  United  States 
work  but  hesitated  about  expressing  them.  Exactly  sim- 
ilar work  is  practiced,  "with  permission,"  by  a  couple  of 
lodges  in  Canada,  of  Hibernian  pedigree,  but  they  call 
it  "Irish,"  a  claim  which  possesses  an  equally  shadowy 
origin,  at  least  so  far  as  personal  observation  of  ritual- 
istic working  in  the  Green  Isle,  is  concerned.  But 
"what's  in  a  name  ?"  "Early  York"  or  "the  rale  Mc- 
Coy," the  same  good  lessons  are  taught  and  the  same 
object  attained. 

The  late  Companion  Savery  had  begun  his  twenty- 
sixth  report  on  Correspondence  when  on  the  20th  Dec- 
ember, 1906,  this  active  brain  and  ready  hand  were 
stilled  forever.  Grand  Secretary  Speed,  with  the  aid  of 
the  departed  Companion's  stenographer  collated  the 
unfinished  material  and  arranged,  with  necessary  ad- 
ditions, the  report  presented  with  the  proceedings  and 
which  he  desires  should  be  regarded  as  the  work  of  him 
who  is  no  more.  To  a  page  review  of  Canada  for  1906, 
Companion  Speed  adds  : 

"The  report  was  prepared  by  Companion  Bennett,  who  in 
reviewing  Mississippi  is  more  generous  to  us  in  the  matter  of 
space,  than  we  can  afford  to  be  to  Canada.  He  speaks  of  Com- 
panion Savery 's  desire  to  visit  Canada  and  see  their  "perfect 
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work" — so  would  we  all  of  us,  because  it  would  be  something  of 
a  rarety — but  alas,  Companion  Savery's  wish  can  never  be  real- 
ized in  this  world,  for  he  has  gone  where  we  imagine  that  mere 
forms  and  ceremonies  count  for  but  little." 

Commenting  on  a  conflict  of  opinion  in  Oregon  on  the 
P.  M.  degree  of  the  R.  A.  system  and  its  relation  to  the 
ceremony  as  applied  to  the  installed  Master  of  a  blue 
lodge,  he  says  : 

"It  is  one  of  those  Masonic  incongruities  of  which  we  have 
many  examples,  that  it  should  have  been  thought  necessary 
to  introduce  a  degree  into  the  Royal  Arch  system,  which  at 
best  cheapens  and  degrades  the  ceremony  of  installation  of  a 
Master  of  a  Lodge.  It  would  have  been  better  to  have  abolished 
the  regulation,  that  no  person  except  those  who  have  been  duly 
elected  actual  Masters  of  a  symbolical  Lodge,  should  be  per- 
mitted to  receive  the  Royal  Arch.  However,  it  is  too  late  now 
to  make  any  change  and  we  will  probably  have  to  go  on  unto 
the  end  conferring  a  degree  in  the  Chapter  called  Past  Master, 
but  that  is  no  reason  why  there  should  be  confusion  in  any 
intelligent  Mason's  mind,  regarding  the  real  significance  of 
the  ceremony  of  installation  of  a  Master  of  a  Lodge,  and  the 
receiving  of  the  so-called  Past  Master's  degree  in  the  Chapter." 

John  S.  Brooks,  Robinsonville,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Frederick  Speed,  Vicksburg,  Grand  Secretary. 

Missouri 

Chapters    .  .    105.  Members    .  .    10,335. 

"It  is  altogether  proper  to  state  that  we  meet  in  this  City 
the  metropolis  of  our  Grand  old  State,  and  located  on  the  banks 
of  the  historic  Father  of  Waters." 

To  remove  any  shadow  of  doubt  that  they  might  have 
wandered  somewhere  else,  Grand  High  Priest  Tandy 
Allison  Dunn  thought  it  well  to  thus  reassure  the  dele- 
gates to  the  Sixty-first  Annual  Convocation,  held  in 
St.  Louis,  on  the  23rd  April.  1907. 

He  named  a  committee  on  distinguished  visitors, 
which  reported  instanter  and  introduced  the  Grand 
Master  of  the  First  Veil  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Illinois, 
Companion  Everett  R.  Turnbull,  who  bears  the  com- 
mission of  Missouri  as  its  Representative  near  that 
Grand  Chapter.  He  was  received  and  greeted  with 
Grand  Honors. 

6 
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The  Grand  High  Priest  in  touching  words  announced 
the  death  of  Allan  McDowell,  Past  Grand  High  Priest 
of  this  jurisdiction,  at  Kansas  City,  May  20th,  1906. 

"As  Saul  of  Tarsus  sat  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel  and  learned 
Judaism,  so  thousands  of  Masons  have  sat  at  his  feet  and  learned 
not  only  Ritualistic  Masonry,  but  the  Symbolism  that  under- 
lies   the   ritualistic    teachings." 

He  granted  a  dispensation  for  a  new  Chapter  at 
Excelsior  Springs,  and  declined  to  grant  a  number 
for  Chapters  to  hold  elections  for  officers  before  the  time 
set  by  their  by-laws  had  transpired. 

The  following  question  was  put  to  him  : 

"We  have  a  Charter  Member  of  our  Chapter  who  has  not 
been  a  member  of  any  Masonic  Lodge  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  and  has  not  paid  any  dues  to  any  Masonic  Lodge  for 
that  time.  He  was  made  a  Mason  in  West  Point  Lodge,  Iowa. 
He  says  they  conferred  on  him  a  life  membership  in  that  Lodge, 
exempting  him   from   the   payment  of  dues. 

"The  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  says 
the  West  Point  Lodge  lost  its  charter  more  than  twenty  years 
ago  and  that  this  brother's  name  was  on  the  roll  at  that  time.' 
Has  he  a  right  to  membership  in  our  Chapter  ?" 

The  dependent  membership  law  was  cited  and  the 
charter  member  bowled  out.  Fraternity  as  it  is.  But 
then  the  law  must  be  observed.  Here  is  another  inter- 
esting phase  of  it.  A  Chapter  of  zealous  workers, 
desirous  of  elevating  the  standard  of  the  order  in  their 
particular  bailiwick  proposed  to  amend  their  by-laws 
so  as  to  provide  for  "suitable  proficiency"  by  examination. 
Somebody  suggested  that  the  course  was  ultra  vires 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  regulation,  the  question  was  sub- 
mitted and  an  extinguisher  put  upon  that  variety  of 
laudable  reform  by  the  following  answer  : 

"Such  an  amendment  would  be  in  conflict  with  the  Grand 
Chapter  By-Laws.  While  we  would  not  quench  the  zeal  of 
any  member  or  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  yet  all  subor- 
dinate Chapters  are  circumscribed  in  their  powers  by  the  Con- 
stitution and  By-Laws  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  to  which  they 
must  yield  obedience." 

He  reported  a  very  unusual  case  of  a  young  Chapter's 
difficulties.     It  was  organized  under  dispensation  a  short 
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time  before  last  Grand  Convocation,  but  not  in  time  to 
make  returns  and  get  a  charter.  They  were  continued 
under  dispensation  until  the  present  Grand  Con- 
vocation. They  have  never  had  a  quorum  since  they 
were  organized.  On  the  night  of  their  institution  they 
received  some  nine  or  ten  petitions  for  degrees. 
These  petitions  were  referred  to  committees  for  inves- 
tigation, but  they  have  never  had  a  meeting.  Some  of 
their  members  have  died  others  have  moved  away,  and 
a  quorum  to  do  business  was  an  impossibility. 

"It  is  represented  to  me  that  one  party  borrowed  the 
money  to  pay  for  the  dispensation  and  as  the  Chapter  is  likely 
to  become  extinct,  and  as  he  is  not  able  to  lose  this  dispensation 
fee,  he  wants  to  know  if  the  Grand  Chapter  can  refund  the 
amount    to    him." 

The  Committee  later  recommended  the  extinction  of 
the  Chapter  and  a  return  of  the  money  to  the  Companion 
who  advanced  it. 

The  Grand  Secretary's  report  was  lengthy  and  dealt 
mostly  with  domestic  matters,  as  did  some  other  reports 
of  a  not  too  pleasant  nature.  A  committee  to  deal  with 
the  "improvement"  of  the  P.  M.  degree  reported  as 
follows  : 

"Your  Committee  on  the  Past  Master's  degree  would  report 
that  any  change  in  the  esoteric  or  exoteric  work  of  this  degree 
is   inexpedient   and  unwise. 

The  degree  is  an  official  grade  and  therefore  does  not  con- 
sist of  elaborate  ceremonies,  but  merely  of  a  reception,  obliga- 
tion and  induction  into  the  Oriental  Chair,  with  its  attendant 
grip    and   pass-word. 

Any  other  ceremony  can  add  nothing  to  the  official  grade 
of  a  Past  Master.  As  now  conferred,  it  is  brief  and  instructive. 
The  effort  to  enlarge  upon  it  has  ended  in  horse-play  that  cannot 
be  too  strongly  condemned. 

Let  well  enough  alone." 

What  an  "old  bogey  man"  it  is.  The  committee 
decided  wisely  and  the  adoption  of  its  report  by  Grand 
Chapter  was  significant. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  system  in  the  hands  of  a  com- 
mittee led  to    majority    and    minority    reports  on  the 
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question  of  duties  and  emolument.  This  was  followed 
by  discussion  and  amendments  one  of  which  providing 
for  the  employment  of  the  full  time  and  service  of  a 
Grand  Lecturer  at  an  annual  salary  of  $2,500  was 
adopted.  The  duties  of  that  officer  are  comprised  in  the 
following  : 

"The  Grand  Lecturer  shall  have  in  special  charge  the  work 
as  approved  by  this  Grand  Chapter.  He  shall  see  that  no  other 
work  is  taught  or  practiced  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  By  a 
written  notice  to  the  High  Priest  mailed  in  a  sealed  envelope 
under  U.  S.  postal  regulations  at  least  ten  days  before  date 
fixed,  he  may  cause  to  be  convened,  any  Chapter  in  the  juris- 
diction for  instruction  and  inspection.  Failure  of  any  Chapter 
to  be  inspected  or  instructed,  shall  work  a  forfeiture  of  its 
charter  at  the  option  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  or  of  the  Grand 
Chapter." 

"Now  will  you  be  good  ?"  A  charter  was  issued  to 
the  young  Chapter  at  Excelsior  Springs.  Springfield 
was  selected  for  next  annual  Convocation. 

"Virtue  is  its  own  reward."  A  vote  of  thanks  was 
tendered  to  Companion  Percy  B.  Eversden  for  the  ex- 
cellent pipe  organ  music  rendered,  and  he  was  further 
complimented  by  being  designated  as  Organist  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

A  very  complete  review  of  Canada  for  1906  is  included 
in  Companion  R.  F.  Stevenson's  excellent  Correspond- 
ence report. 

David  M.  Wilson,  Milan,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Robert  F.  Stevenson,  St.  Louis,  Grand  Secretary. 
Montana 

.Chapters    ..    17.  Members    ..1,282. 

Francis  D.Jones,  wh  o  was  Grand  High  Priest  when  the 
Seventeenth  Annual  Convocation  opened  in  Helena,  on 
the  16th  September,  1906,  enjoys  the  distinction  of  hav- 
ing been  born  in  a  London  suburb  in  i860,  of  a  Yankee 
mother  who  was  a  descendant  of  Rev.  James  Caldwell 
the  "fighting  parson"  of  the  Revolution.  His  paternal 
relative  was  a  native  of  Dublin.     Companion  Jones  was 
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the  compiler  of  a  ritual  for  his  Grand  Chapter  and  his 
biographer  states  that  "among  other  accomplishments" 
he  has  been  Potentate  in  the  Shrine  and  yet  "his  Masonic 
career  is  not  completed." 

There  are  achievements  in  a  Masonic  career  now-a- 
days  undreamt  of  in  the  philosophy  of  the  fathers  in  the 
craft. 

The  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  Montana  being  in 
waiting  the  Grand  High  Priest  announced  that  accord- 
ing to  a  custom  that  he  found  prevailing  in  the  East  he 
would  be  received  with  grand  honors. 

He  appointed  a  deputation  of  "Past  Grand  Masters" 
to  introduce  him.  Grand  Master  Frank  was  received 
with  the  grand  honors  and  invited  to  a  seat  in  the  East. 
In  reply  to  words  of  welcome  from  the  Grand  High  Priest 
the  Grand  Master  expressed  his  pleasure  in  meeting  with 
the  Companions  and  the  deference  paid  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  Master  Masons  the  foundation  of  all  Masonry. 
Wkll  ? 

The   Grand   High   Priest   issued   two   dispensations 
delivered  two  decisions  and  made  two  visits.     He  would 
have  gone  about  more  frequently  but  for  those  inevitable 
'  uncontrollable  circumstances." 

He  gave  a  detailed  account  of  his  impressions  of  the 
General  Grand  Chapter  where  he  learned  that  there  was 
no  universal  translation  of  the  keystone  lettering  and 
that  there  were  no  less  than  three  in  use. 

"Proficiency  in  the  preceding  degree"  being  manda- 
tory it  precluded  the  conferring  of  more  than  one  degree 
upon  a  candidate  on  the  same  occasion.  This,  he  thought 
entailed  hardship  upon  those  who  lived  remote  from  the 
location  of  the  Chapter.  He  recommended  a  considera- 
tion of  the  difficulty,  and  the  wise  men  of  the  Juris- 
prudence Committee  suggested  that  the  clause  should 
read:  "  which  proficiency  must  be  proved  by  examination 
in  such  manner  as  the  Chapter  may  provide,"  and  there 
is  little  doubt  that  the  Chapters  will  make  provision. 
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The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported  on  the 
matter  of  recognition  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Western 
Australia,  that  there  had  been  no  change  in  the  con- 
dition, and  moved  a  further  postponement  of  action, 
which  motion  was  adopted. 

The  new  Chapter  at  Glasgow  was  granted  its  charter. 

Grand  Secretary  Hedges  furnishes  the  very  readable 
report  on  Correspondence,  and  he  reviews  Canada  for 
1906  with  kindly  words  : 

"Our  fellow  correspondent,  Companion  Bennett,  presents 
a  very  full  and  companionable  report.  He  is  not  favorably 
impressed  with  our  regulation  in  regard  to  '  dependent  member- 
ship,' and  criticizes  severely,  as  most  of  our  jurisdictions  do, 
upon  the  regulation  in  Washington  which  allows  Chapters  to 
charge  for  communicating  the  Past  Master  degree  to  Canadian 
visitors. 

Our  Proceedings  of  1904  receive  generous  notice  and  he  is 
quick  to  notice  that  our  presiding  M.  E.  of  that  year  was  a  native 
of  the  Dominion.  We  have  many  of  them,  and  they  are  among 
our  best  members.  We  think  the  tide  that  formerly  brought 
us  so  many  Canadian  recruits  is  now  running  in  the  other  di- 
rection.    We  hope  they  will  get  as  good  as  they  send  us. 

We  rejoice  as  much  in  the  expansion  of  the  Dominion  as  if 
it  were  an  integral  part  of  the  United  States.  We  do  not  expect 
at  our  age  to  see  the  Dominion  exceed  in  population  the  mother 
country  but  we  believe  that  there  are  persons  born  who  will 
see  it.      Thanks  for  kind  personal  mention." 

We  greatly  enjoyed  this  chatty,  entertaining  report, 
and  notice  that  occasionally  Companion  Hedges  refers  to 
having  just  celebrated  his  golden  wedding.  Length 
of  days  and  health  to  enjoy  them  is  our  sincere  wish  for 
Montana's  genial  veteran. 


But  our  desires  earnest  and  kindly  though  they  be, 
are  futile  when  the  mandate  of  the  Omnipotent  has 
already  declared.  The  above  had  been  written  a  bare 
few  hours  when  tidings  reached  us  that  Montana's  grand 
old  man  was  called  and  now  sleeps  with  his  fathers. 
May  he  rest  in  peace 


J.  Benton  Leggat,  Butte,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Cornelius  Hedges,  Jr.,  Helena,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Nebraska 

Chapters   .  .    55.  Members    .  .   3,773. 

"  A  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was  opened  in 
due  form  as  required  by  the  law  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
in  Nebraska."  and  then  the  roll  was  called  and  the  Grand 
High  Priest  declared  the  Fortieth  Convocation  opened 
for  business. 

This  was  on  December  12th,  1906,  and  in  Omaha,  as 
usual.  Grand  High  Priest  William  W.  Wright  ad- 
dressed the  representatives  of  forty-one  of  the  fifty-five 
Chapters  on  the  roster. 

"  Prosperity  in  the  State  and  nation  abound  in  a  marked 
degree,  Heaven  has  smiled  bounteously  on  our  real  harvest 
fields,  and  our  granaries  are  so  filled  with  golden  grain  that  our 
garners   require   larger  storage   capacity," 

Questions  for  decision  were  few,  and  as  existing  laws 
were  all-sufficient  he  thought  reports  of  them  unneces- 
sary. 

His  time  was  so  occupied  that  of  the  fifty-five 
Chapters,  he  saw  but  three.  One  of  these  he  consti- 
tuted, and  another  was  his  own. 

He  permitted  two  Chapters  to  move  into  new  quar- 
ters, deputing  somebody  else  to  inspect  the  quarters. 
He  approved  three  codes  of  by-laws,  sanctioned  a  design 
for  a  seal,  and  gave  to  another  his  proxy  to  attend  the 
Triennial  at  Boston. 

The  fate  of  a  Chapter  at  Indianola,  reported  in  a  bad 
way  the  previous  year,  was  left  to  him  to  decide.  He 
went  there  with  a  view  to  lifting  the  charter,  but  having 
learned  that  a  lodge  was  to  be  started  there,  stayed  his 
hand.  Hitherto  there  had  been  no  Blue  Lodge  at 
Indianola.  A  condition  of  affairs  quite  unique,  and  one 
which  fully  explains  the  crippled  state  of  the  Chapter. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  had  remarked  in  his  address 
that  the  Chapters  of  the  jurisdiction  were  not  as  active 
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as  he  would  wish,  and  in  this  connection  the  Grand 
Lecturer's  report  is  interesting.  Having  stated  that  the 
duties  had  been  very  limited,  he  adds — 

"  I  having  been  called  upon  but  once  for  any  service.  This 
certainly  confirms  the  fact  that  the  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction 
are  all  getting  along  well  with  the  work,  as  the  increase  reported 
in  the  past  year  shows.  As  far  as  I  am  informed  peace  and 
harmony  generally  prevail   throughout  the  jurisdiction. 

'"I  perhaps  have  not  devoted  the  time  to  the  office  of  Grand 
Lecturer  that  many  others  might  be  able  to,  but  situated  as  I 
am,  being  an  employee  in  the  War  Department,  it  has  been  very 
difficult  for  me  to  get  away  to  give  the  necessary  time  to  the 
duties  that  are  generally  required  of  the  Grand  Lecturer,  but  if 
the  requirements  are  no  greater  in  the  future  than  they  have 
been  in  the  past  year  they  will  be  easily  looked  after." 

The  application  of  Companion  Jefferson  W.  Bedford, 
now  of  Nebraska  but  a  Past  Grand  King  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Missouri,  for  the  honors,  rights,  and  privi- 
leges provided  for  in  by-law,  was  granted,  and  his  name 
was  entered  upon  the  rolls  as  a  Past  Grand  King  of  this 
jurisdiction. 

The  Foreign  Correspondence  Committee  recom- 
mended the  recognition  of  Western  Australia,  but  Grand 
Chapter  decided  to  consider  the  matter  for  another  year. 

An  amended  Constitution  or  "code  of  law"  was  dis- 
cussed and  adopted. 

The  thanks  of  the  Grand  Chapter  were  extended  to 
Past  Grand  High  Priest  Wright  "  for  the  efficient  ad- 
ministration of  its  affairs  for  the  past  year." 

With  his  usual  painstaking  devotion,  Companion 
Chas.  J.  Phelps  presents  an  attractive  review  of  sister 
Grand  Chapters,  Canada  for  1906  being  fully  and 
courteously  treated.  He  is  particularly  nice  to  the 
reviewer,  while  he  lingers  with  us,  and  reproduces  our 
plea  for  a  privilege  conceded  to  Irishmen  the  world  over, 
viz.,  to  be  allowed  to  speak  twice.  He  continued  his 
journey  and  got  as  far  as  Maine,  which  he  considered  a 
fairly  safe  interval,  when  he  paused,  turned  and  let  fly 
the  following  brick  : 

"  But  he  (Comp.  Harris)  is  opposed,  as  a  very  few  others 
are,  to  dependent  membership,  quoting  the  somewhat  caustic 
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remarks  of  Companion  George  J.  Bennett  in  his  report  on  cor- 
respondence for  Canada,  and  with  approval.  More  moderate 
language  in  argument  made  by  abler  men  has  not  convinced 
the  Masonic  world,  and  the  friends  of  the  principle  need  have  no 
fear    of    Companion    Bennett's    attacks." 

"  The  principle  !  "  Our  good  Companion  is  the 
author  of  a  new  name  for  the  dependent  membership 
doctrine,  and  gives  it  without  baptismal  ceremony  to 
"the  Masonic  world."  There  again  we  have  the  universe 
embraced  in  the  territory  over  which  waves  "  Old  Glory." 
No  world  outside  those  limits. 

If  it  is  a  principle  it  should  be  as  ancient  and  wide- 
spread as  the  Craft  itself.  It  is  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other.  Principle  is  a  fundamental  truth  or  tenet,  but 
Companion  Phelps'  principle  can  claim  the  existence  of 
but  a  few  brief  years,  its  origin,  probably  with  men  still 
living,  and  the  soil  which  nourishes  it  that  of  a  single 
nation.  There  would  be  no  dependent  membership  law 
in  the  jurisdictions  of  the  United  States  to-day  if  the 
"  pre  requisite  "  qualifications  of  other  and  nqn-Masonic 
organizations  had  not  been  introduced.  As  to  "  more 
moderate  language  in  argument,"  every  thinking  Mason 
must  admit  that  for  innovation  no  language  can  be  too 
severe.  To  dub  this  fin  de  Steele  introduction  a  "prin- 
ciple," is  suspiciously  like  adding  insult  to  injury,  in  a 
"moderate"  way,  of  course. 

We  may  be  young  in  this  sphere  of  labour,  but 
when  we  started  to  school  and  took  in  our  "first  reader  " 
in  Masonry,  nearly  forty  years  ago,  we  acquired  an 
appetite  for  more.  All  that  came  within  reach  was 
devoured,  Craft  working  in  many  lands  was  seen  and 
studied,  but  it  remained  for  "the  Masonic  world" 
where  Compan  ion  Phelps  resides,  to  provide  something 
of  recent  invention  and  guaranteed  to  carry  such  an 
appearance  of  antiquity  as  to  deceive  even  the  makers 
of  the  article  themselves. 

In  this  connection  we  would  direct  our  critical  Com- 
panion's kind  attention  to  the  words  of  the  Nestor  of 
Maryland  on  the  subject.  Companion  Phelps  expresses 
admiration  for  that  thoughtful  writer,  one  of  the  many 
'   abler  men  "  who  denounce  innovation  and  who  in  his 
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latest  report  characterizes  the  infant  "  principle  "  as 
"  the  modern  and  vengeful  doctrine  of  compulsory 
membership,"  and  again,  that  "  said  doctrine  is  unjust, 
unmasonic,  and  an  unwarrantable  infringement  upon  the 
inherent  rights  of  the  Companion  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

There,  that  may  be  what  Companion  Phelps  would 
call  "  moderate  language."  It  may  fail  to  convince 
"  the  Masonic  world,"  but  the  words  rmg  with  truth 
and  "  the  friends  of  the  principle  "  to  the  contrary,  they 
will  live.  One  of  the  last  sentences  penned  by  the 
lamented  Phineas  M.  Savery  of  Mississippi  was  as 
follows  : 

"  Old  fogies,  of  which  the  writer  is  one,  are  still  tolerated 
in  the  Guild,  but  we  are  passing  away  —  soon  none  will  remain 
to  complain  of  innovation  on  Ancient  Craft  Masonry." 

Then  "  the  Masonic  world  "  will  be  at  peace  and 
"  more  moderate  language  in  argument  "  will  replace 
caustic  remarks  and  attack. 

Now  if  our  dear  Companion  is  disposed  to  interpret 
the  foregoing  as  immoderate,  we  will  beg  of  him  to  hark 
back  to  the  excerpt,  which  he  flatteringly  reproduces, 
from  the  conclusion  to  one  of  our  recent  reports,  and 
he  will  then  be  able  to  peruse  it  in  another  and  more 
charitable  light. 

Robert  W.  McGinnis,  Lincoln,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Francis  E.  White,  Omaha,  Grand  Secretary. 

Nevada 

Chapters    .  .   8.  Members    .  .   342. 

Four  of  the  Chapters  were  represented  at  the  Thirty- 
fourth  Annual  Convocation  held  at  Reno  on  the  10th 
June,  1907.  Nearly  all  the  Grand  officers  were  present, 
together  with  seven  Past  Grand  High  Priests. 

Grand  High  Priest  Chas.  L.  Fulstone,  whose  thought- 
ful open  countenance  peers  out  from  between  the  pages, 
expressed    pleasure    at    meeting    in    such    commodious 
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quarters,    "this    magnificent    Masonic    Temple,    erected 
and  dedicated  to  universal  benevolence." 

He  apologized  for  granting  a  dispensation  to  enable 
a  Chapter  to  receive  petitions,  ballot  and  confer  all  the 
degrees  on  one  and  the  same  evening,  because  of  the 
hitherto  apathetic  condition  of  the  Companions  and  as 
an  encouragement  to  future  activity.  To  aid  the  good 
cause  he  went  there  himself  and  assisted  in  the  'rush'. 

"Personal  affairs"  interfered  with  visitation  and  he, 
of  course,  expressed  regret,  but  from  correspondence 
he  learned  that  they  were  all  in  that  happy  state  of 
progression  attributed  to 

"  Misther  Riley,  they  spake  of  so  well." 

Dispensation  was  granted  to  fourteen  Companions 
for  a  new  Chapter  at  Goldfield  and  they  too  are  "doing 
well." 

Nothing  of  importance  was  submitted  for  decision, 
all  questions  "propounded"  being  answered  by  reference 
to  the  Code. 

The  Grand  Secretary  reported  having  acknowledged 
the  previous  year's  hospitality  of  the  Elks  by  "a  pen 
printed  testimonial  suitably  framed."  Also  that  the 
Chapters  had  all  responded  to  the  call  for  dues  and  that 
no  extra  assessment  would  be  needed  this  year. 

An  appropriation  for  a  Correspondence  report  was 
provided,  but  the  volume  lacks  it.  This  was  on  account 
of  the  increased  cost  of  printing,  as  foreshadowed  by 
the  Grand  Secretary,  and  the  Printing  Committee  ad- 
vised prudence  where  a  light  exchequer  was  a  prevailing 
feature. 

The  Committee  on  the  Address  in  its  report  included 
the   following  : — 

"  We  know  that  we  express  the  sentiment  of  every  member 
of  this  Grand  Chapter  when  we  say  that  it  is  with  feelings  of  pro- 
found regret  that  we  are  advised  that  the  Most  Excellent  Grand 
High  Priest  was  compelled  to  accept  the  resignation  of  R.  E. 
Companion  E.  D.  Vanderlieth  as  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Correspondence.  This  resignation  was  in  consequence  of  great 
pressure  of  business  upon  Companion  Vanderlieth,  and  whilst 
congratulating  the  Companion  upon  his  good  fortune  in  sharing 


xcii  APPENDIX 

in  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  we  cannot  help  but  regret  the 
loss  the  Order  will  sustain  in  parting  with  the  Companion's 
services." 

We  must  add  our  regrets  to  those  of  the  Committee, 
Companion  Vanderlieth  was  very  earnest  in  advocating 
views  which  he  believed  to  be  right  and  in  many  respects 
was  a  reviewer  out  of  the  ordinary.  The  intimation 
that  good  fortune  attends  him  in  his  daily  avocation 
is  hailed  with  satisfaction  and  he  quits  the  circle  with 
our  best  wishes  for  his  ultimate  prosperity.  His  ab- 
sence from  Grand  Chapter  where  his  activity  was  hitherto 
so  marked,  must  have  been  keenly  felt. 

"  We  shall  meet  but  we  shall  miss   him, 
There    will    be    one    vacant    chair." 

The  ladies  of  the  O.  E.  S.  had  provided  flowers  for 
the  gathering  and  they  were  gallantly  thanked. 

William  L.  Cox,  Reno,  Grand  High  Priest. 

C.  N.  Noteware,  Carson  City,  Grand  Secretary. 

New  Brunswick 

Chapters    .  .    8.  Members    .  .    547. 

The    Nineteenth   Annual    Convocation  was  held    at 
Freemason's    Hall,  in  the  City  of  Saint  John,  August 
29th,  1906,   with   M.E.  Companion  William  B.  Wallace, 
Grand  High  Priest,  presiding. 

The  official  list  was  incomplete  and  fourteen  repre- 
sentatives of  sister  Grand  Chapters  responded  to  roll 
call.  Canada's  chair  has  not  been  filled  since  the  death 
of  the   lamented  and  active  Companion  Hon.   Robert 

Marshall. 

Opening  his  address  the  Grand  High  Priest  puts  in 
a  timely  plea  for  the  province  and  suggests  influences 
which  blind  the  interested  to  its  undoubted  advantages. 

"  One  of  the  greatest  problems  of  our  vast  '  western  heri- 
tage '  has  been,  and  is,  the  efficient  and  rapid  transportation  of 
their  produce  to  the  seaboard,  and  our  Province  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, with  its  safe  and  commodious  harbours,  has  made  a 
strenuous  effort  to  have  these  terminal  facilities  utilized  by  the 
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projected  lines  of  railways.  The  spirit  of  the  unity  of  the 
Dominion  should  be  quite  sufficient  as  an  advocate  for  our 
recognition  in  this  respect,  but  I  regret  to  say  that  sometimes 
patriotism  has  very  little  influence  where  there  is  a  possibility 
of  monetary  or  political,  or  even  personal  interests  being  inter- 
fered with.  We  have  not  yet  lost  faith  in  the  future  and  look 
forward  to  the  establishment  of  our  harbours  as  some  of  the  main 
shipping  ports  of  this  great  Dominion." 

Then  Royal  Arch  Masonry  will  expand,  which  is 
the  point  aimed  at.  He  feelingly  referred  to  the  death 
of  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest  James  D.  Fowler,  at  his 
home  in  Fredericton  in  the  previous  May.  R.E.  Com- 
panion Fowler  had  been  honored  by  the  Craft  in  many 
ways  and  had,  acceptably  and  faithfully,  discharged  the 
duties  of  his  several  official  positions.  A  good  citizen, 
an  exemplary  Mason,  and  one  who  was  esteemed  and 
beloved  by  his   brethren  and   Companions. 

Another  severe  loss  was  E.  Companion  Robert 
Morison,  Past  High  Priest  of  Sussex  Chapter,  who  was 
in  the  prime  of  life  when  the  summons  came  to  him 
at  his  home  in  Sussex  on  the  17th  of  May  last.  He 
was  an  ardent  Mason  and  one  who  took  an  active  part 
in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  several  branches  of  the 
Order. 

All  the  Chapters  but  one  received  a  visit  from  the 
Grand  High  Priest.  At  one  of  them  twenty-three  can- 
didates were  balloted  for.  He  was  pleased  with  what 
he  saw  and  reported  steady  growth. 

He  granted  a  dispensation  to  Woodstock  Chapter 
to  hold  a  meeting  at  Andover  for  the  conferring  of 
degrees,  but  did  not  explain  why  the  candidates  at 
Andover  could  not  as  easily  have  journeyed  to  the  home 
of  the  Chapter.  It  is  a  doubtful  policy  to  alter  the  pur- 
poses of  the  charter,  but  the  action  was  endoned  by 
Grand  Chapter. 

Regret  was  expressed  at  New  Mexico's  decision  to 
abandon   the   Grand   Representative   system. 

Referring  to  Scotland's  action  with  regard  to  the 
new  Grand  Chapter  of  Western  Australia  he  hoped 
that  the  mother  Grand  body  would  modify  its' position. 


xciv  APPENDIX 

"  This  action  is  not  surprising  to  us,  for  our  Grand  Chapter 
was  similarly  treated  by  them  at  its  organization,  and  we  have  as 
yet  been  unable  to  obtain  the  courtesy  of  an  interchange  of 
Representatives  with  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland.  I  observe 
that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Western  Australia  is  gradually  getting 
under  its  allegiance  the  subordinate  Chapters  in  that  Jurisdiction, 
and  although  it  has  not  applied  to  us  for  fraternal  recognition 
(which  I  hope  we  will  not  refuse  if  requested)  an  exchange  of 
Representatives  has  been  made  between  it  and  many  sister  Grand 
Chapters  with  whom  we   have  most  friendly  relations." 

The  Committee  on  the  Address,  in  referring  to  the 
above,  added  pointedly,  "It  is  not  to  the  advantage  of 
Scottish  Royal  Arch  Masons  who  come  to  this  Province 
that,  the  Grand  Chapter  from  which  they  hail  is  not  in 
fraternal  relations  with  us." 

Grand  Secretary  Hartt  reported  returns  from  all 
the  Chapters,  showing  a  net  gain  of  fifteen. 

The  Executive  Committee  announced  the  promul- 
gation of  the  new  ritual. 

William  B.  Wallace,  St.  John,  Grand  High  Priest. 

J.  Twining  Hartt,  St.  John,  Grand  Secretary. 

New  Hampshire 

Chapters    .  .    25.  Members    .  .   3,844. 

Only  one  of  the  Chapters  was  unrepresented  at  the 
Eighty-seventh  Annual  Convocation  in  Concord  on  the 
15th  May,  1906.  M.E.  Comp.  Joshua  W.  Hunt  wel- 
comed the  Companions. 

He  made  a  number  of  visits  and  with  the  other 
inspecting  officers,  covered  the  jurisdiction  fairly  well. 

Aprons  to  the  number  of  twenty  were  procured 
for  Past  Grand  High  Priests  and  were  duly  presented. 

A  Committee  appointed  at  previous  annual  Con- 
vocation to  prepare  a  form  for  reception  of  Grand 
Officers  presented  the  outcome  of  their  labors,  which 
was  quite  elaborate. 

The  semi-annual  Convocation  of  this  Grand  body 
was  held  in  the  city  of  Concord  on  Tuesday,  October 
24,   1905. 
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The  Convocation  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  the 
exemplification  of  ritualistic  work,  which  was  done  by 
several  of  the  subordinate  Chapters.  There  was  a  very 
large  attendance  of  officers  and  members  and  the  work 
was  witnessed  by  the  following  distinguished  visitors  : — 
Harry  Hunt,  Grand  High  Priest  of  Massachusetts; 
Warren  B.  Ellis,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  Massachu- 
setts; and  George  McGown,  Grand  Lecturer  of  New 
York.     The  occasion  was  a  very  pleasant  one. 

There  is  no  report  on  Correspondence,  the  following 
explanatory  and  sad  notice  at  the  close  of  the  proceed- 
ings being  furnished  by  the  Grand  Secretary. 

"  The  publishing  of  these  Proceedings  has  been  delayed  for 
the  Report  on  Correspondence.  See  page  37.  The  Grand 
Secretary  was  assured  that  the  report  would  be  completed  soon 
after  the  annual  Convocation,  but  the  illness  and  death  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  followed,  and  diligent  search  at  the 
office  and  residence  of  our  late  Companion  has  failed  to  bring 
to  light  any  portion  of  the  report." 

And  this  is  all  we  have  of  the  genial,  talented  Albert 
S.  Wait,  whose  contributions  to  the  proceedings  yearly 
since  1884  have  so  benefitted  his  Companions  and  de- 
lighted his  fellow  members  of  the  Guild.  Peace  to  his 
ashes. 

William  W.  Oliver,  Lisbon,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Frank  D.   Woodbury,  Concord,  Grand  Secretary. 
New  Jersey 

Chapters   .  .   38.  Members    .  .    5,274. 

Having  recovered  from  the  festivities  incidental 
to  the  celebration  of  its  first  half-century,  Grand  Chapter 
settled  down  to  ordinary  business  at  its  Fifty-first 
Annual  Convocation,  held  as  usual  at  Trenton,  on  the 
15th  May,  1907.  Grand  High  Priest  Dana  B.  Pratt 
of  New  York,  his  Deputy  and  other  officers  of  that 
jurisdiction  were  welcome  visitors. 

Their  introduction,  we  are  informed,  was  under- 
taken by  the   "Grand   Representative  of  New  Jersey, 
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near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York,"  a  slip  attribu- 
table probably  to  an  over  copious  fountain  pen. 

Grand  High  Priest  Daniel  C.  Adams  congratulated 
Grand  Chapter  on  the  progress  in  uniformity  of  work 
which  the  Grand  Lecturer  system,  adopted  two  years 
previously,  had  effected.  This  he  learned  from  the 
reports,  as  he  was  unable  to  visit  the  Chapters  and  see 
the  working  for  himself. 

He  concluded  a  remarkably  brief  address  by  urging 
the  Companions  to  continued  effort  in  "the  great  and 
glorious  work  for  the  upbuilding  and  advancement  of 
a    Great    and    Glorious    Institution." 

Praiseworthy  brevity  also  characterized  the  reports 
of  the  visiting  officers,  their  doings  in  the  five  districts 
being  compressed  into  a  record  of  three  pages. 

The  financial  reports  revealed  a  condition  of  pros- 
perity, but,  like  the  others,  not  much  is  "given  away" 
by  going  into  detail. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  Register  introduced  thirty 
Representatives  of  sister  Grand  Chapters,  who  were 
welcomed  by  Grand  Chaplain  Maddock  "with  eloquent 
expressions    of    fraternal    esteem." 

The  Grand  High  Priest  had  issued  a  dispensation 
to  a  Chapter  to  confer  the  P.  M.  degree  on  a  visiting 
Scotch  Companion,  but  asked  that  some  decision  be 
made  with  a  view  to  governing  future  similar  cases, 
whereupon  the  Committee  on  Constitution  recommended 

"  That  Royal  Arch  Masons  from  Great  Britain  or  elsewhere 
who  have  not  received  all  four  degrees,  as  required  by  the  General 
Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,  who  desire  to  visit  or 
affiliate  with  Royal  Arch  Chapters  in  this  Jurisdiction,  shall  be 
required  to  take  the  obligation  of  such  degrees  which  had  not  been 
conferred  upon  them,  or  to  have  the-  degree  conferred  in  cere- 
monial form,  without  fee." 

This,  it  is  presumed,  found  favor  with  Grand  Chapter, 
the  record  being  silent  otherwise. 

The  cream  of  the  volume  is  the  Correspondence 
report  of  M.E.  Companion  Henry  S.  Haines.  It  com- 
pels perusal  for  several  reasons.     In  the  first  place  it  is 


APPENDIX  xcvii 

presented  in  clear  bold  type  pleasant  to  the  tired  eye, 
it  is  a  complete  review  in  narrative  form  begun  con- 
tinued and  ended  almost  without  the  aid  of  scissors 
yet  nothing  of  importance  to  his  Companions  is  over- 
looked. It  evinces  the  scholar  without  a  trace  of  the 
pedant  and  while  exhibiting  the  desire  to  impart  know- 
ledge betrays  the  earmarks  of  the  student  and  lover 
of  research.  In  his  dual  official  capacity  as  Grand 
Lecturer  and  Correspondent  New  Jersey  Companions 
cannot  fail  to  realize  that  they  are  blessed  above  the 
ordinary. 

Nearly  five  of  his  pages  are  given  to  Canada  for  1907 
and  he  appreciates  our  endeavors  to  infuse  zeal. 

"  We  again  express  the  conviction  that  for  thoroughness 
of  inspection,  and  in  its  demand  for  personal  accountability  of 
officers,  no  Jurisdiction  is  the  superior  of  Canada." 

Whether  printer  proof-reader  or  the  author  was 
to  blame  we  leave  the  following  to  himself  to  determine  : 

"  A  thoughtful  message  of  sympathy  was  sent  by  wire  to 
the  absent  Grand  High  Priest  ;  and  to  the  Grand  Registrar, 
Companion  McLaughlan,  whose  absence  was  caused  by  a  serious 
accident,  a  similar  message  by  letter  was  addressed.  A  testi- 
monial was  ordered  for  Companion  Williams  etc." 

His  observations  of  our  doings  and  methods  gen- 
erally are  kind  and  occasionally  flattering.  Of  the 
reviewer  he  remarks  : 

"  Another  welcome  and  instructive  report  emanates  from 
the  able  chairman  of  the  Correspondence  Committee,  Com- 
panion Bennett,  whose  contributions  have  been  held  by  us  in 
deserved  esteem,  and  from  which  we  have  always  gathered 
strength   and   encouragement    in   our   labors. 

"  We  are  willing  to  follow  him  a  long  way  towards  the 
conclusion  that  the  severance  of  the  R.A.  Degree  with  whatever 
deficiencies  it  may  have  had  was  prcductive  of  confusion  in  the 
Masonic  system,  and  might  well  have  been  avoided  ;  and  we 
have  repeatedly  given  expression  to  our  reprcbaticn  of  methcds 
employed  on  both  sides  of  the  ocean  to  effect  its  independent 
establishment.  In  the  adoption  of  ritual,  efforts  were  made  in 
England  as  well  as  in  America  to  weld  into  the  system  a  chaotic 
mass  of  fragmentary  matter.      In  this,  our  observation  has  failed 
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to  convince  us  that  Dermott  and  Dunckerly  whom  Companion 
Bennett  calls  "  improvers,"  have  accomplished  much  better 
work  than  Webb  and  others  whom  he  styles  "  tinkers  "  of  the 
ritual.  For  the  latter  we  are  no  apologist,  and  had  our  Masonic 
life  been  contemporaneous  with  theirs  we  might  have  opposed 
the  formularies  proposed  by  them,  and  yet  we  cannot  sympathize 
with  sentiment  regarding  them  that  finds  expression  in  declaring 
their  methods  "  American  "  in  a  sense  of  direct  antagonism  to 
those  which  found  favor  in  the  Mother  Country  ;  and  we  believe 
that  there  is  not  a  particle  of  trustworthy  evidence  that  the 
political  motives  ascribed  to  Webb  ever  existed,  and  the  con- 
sideration of  them  seems  too  unfounded  and  trivial  to  engage 
our  thought." 

There  is  a  popular  play  entitled  "Our  Boys,"  in 
which  an  old  fashioned  father,  of  the  bucolic  type  is 
discovered  welcoming  home  a  college  bred  son  with 
rather  boisterous  paternal  affection. 

"  Lor,  boy,  how  you  have  growed." 

The  son  in  a  whispered  aside  corrects  him:  "  Grown, 
father,  grown." 

Bewildered,  the  old  man  looks  about  him,  and  then 
ejaculates:   "  I  cawnt  see  nothin'  to  groan  about.  " 

Nor  can  we.  Companion  Haines'  brief  flash  of 
righteous  indignation  is  too  much  like  "  concurrent  " 
sentiment  to  be  taken  seriously. 

It  is  generally  conceded  that  the  early  Masonry 
both  of  the  United  States  and  Canada  was  that  of  the 
"Ancients"  or  seceders  from  the  original  Grand  Lodge 
or  "Moderns  "  as  they  were  then  paradoxically  distin- 
guished. The  rival  bodies  practised  the  Royal  Arch 
with  the  distinction  that  the  Ancients  as  a  Grand  body 
recognized  it  and  permitted  it  to  be  worked  under  the 
authority  of  the  lodge ;  the  Moderns  withheld  the  official 
countenance  but  took  to  the  "innovation"  in  a  left- 
handed    capacity   with   remarkable   avidity. 

We  must  admit  inexcusable  haste  in  associating 
Dermotts'  name  in  the  connection  our  Companion 
refers  to  because  it  is  an  established  fact  that  the 
Ancients  with  which  he  was  so  intimately  allied  generally, 
though  not  always,  practised  the  Royal  Arch  as  a 
chair  degree.     Not  so  the  Moderns  who,  unauthorized 
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to  confer  it  under  the  aegis  of  the  odge  worked  it 
apart  as  a  Chapter  and  upon  Master  Masons,  as  a 
fourth  or  completing  degree. 

The  degree  with  them,  remodelled,  developed  and 
encouraged  by  Dunckerley ,  became  so  popular,  that 
their  numbers,  with  years,  multiplied  to  remarkable 
proportions,  and  that  they  did  not  require  the  "chair" 
preliminary  as  a  rule,  is  demonstrated  in  the  fact  that 
an  applicant  (Modern)  for  affiliation  with  the  Ancients 
was  compelled  to  undergo  the  ceremony  de  novo. 
Moreover  its  status  under  the  "Articles  of  Union"  is  a 
convincing  proof  of  the  attitude  of  the  Moderns  prior 
to  1813'  and  their  dominating  influence  at  that  eventful 
period. 

The  ceremony  of  "passing  the  chair"  which  Dermott 
assiduously  advocated  as  a  preliminary  to  the  Royal 
Arch,  was  accepted,  with  occasional  lapses,  by  the 
Ancients  and,  until  Dunckerley's  labours  were  advanced, 
by  not  a  few  of  the  Modern  organizations.  Thelatter's 
methods  were  apparent  when  union  was  decided  upon 
and  the  system  came  to  be  determined.  Had  both 
bodies  practised  a  similar  ceremony  it  is  only  reasonable 
to  conclude  that  dissent  to  its  continuance  would  have 
been  insignificant.  On  the  contrary,  the  proposal  to 
eliminate  the  "chair"  qualification  could  have  developed 
very  little  opposition,  for  the  calm  atmosphere  of 
deliberation  was  apparently  unruffled  when  it  was  agreed 
to  include  the  Royal  Arch,,  without  any  preliminary 
frills,  as  the  sole  continuation  of  the  Master's  degree 
and  the  completion  of  "  pure  antient  Masonry." 

Students  of  research  are  agreed  on  these  points  and 
further  assert  that,  even  among  the  Ancients,  evasion 
of  the  "  chair"  degree  was  by  no  means  uncommon. 
What  the  original  ceremony  of  the  Royal  Arch  was 
cannot  be  determined.  It  is  stated  that  Ramsay's 
ritualistic  contribution  failed  to  satisfy  the  seceders 
though  it  confirmed  in  them  the  necessity  for  a  proper 
medium  to  discover  that  which  was  lost.  Dr.  Mackay 
surmises  that   it  was  the  legend  of   En'och  and  was  at 
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first  used  by  them,  "  but  was,"  as  he  pointedly  adds, 
"  afterwards  changed  for  the  very  different  legend 
which  is  still  taught  in  the  English  Royal  Arch." 

That  legend  adhered  to  the  .Biblical  narrative  of 
the  rebuilding  of  the  Temple  and  properly  gave  to 
Zerubbabel  the  priority  of  position.  The  degree  intro- 
duced into  America  by  the  field  lodges  and  later  in 
1758  by  the  establishment  of  a  Chapter  in  Philadelphia 
followed,  probably,  the  English  working  and  when 
forty  years  later  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania 
was  formed  we  find  the  three  Chiefs  still  designated  as 
Z,.  H.,  and  J. 

It  was  about  that  period  that  Webb  and  his  asso- 
ciates undertook  the  arduous  task  of  formulating  a 
system  for  the  United  States  or,  as  the  historian  puts  it, 
a  "modification"  of  the  English  methods.  His  modi- 
fication resulted  in  the  displacing  of  Zerubbabel  and 
elevating  the  High  Priest  from  third  to  first  place.  That 
achievement  alone  would  entitle  his  system  to  be  de- 
clared "American"  whatever  may  have  been  the  spirit 
that  actuated  it.  Webb  may  not  have  been  affected 
by  a  sentiment  which,  naturally  enough,  prevailed 
among  a  people  rejoicing  in  a  newly  acquired  inde- 
pendence, but  he  may  have  been  doubtful  of  the  success 
of  an  institution  which  continued  to  have  for  its  chief 
officer  one  who  bore  a  title  suggestive  of  their  former 
"dependent"  condition. 

The  sentiment  which  Companion  Haines  deprecates, 
and  very  properly  at  this  day,  was  wholly  excusable 
in  those  "parlous  times"  and  while  Webb  may  not 
have  been  actuated  by  political  motives  in  the  sense  that 
his  labours  were  affected  by  them,  it  must  be  admitted 
that  he  was  indiscreet  enough  in  one  instance,  if  his 
biographer  is  correct,  to  be  led  by  others  who  cherished 
no  exuberant  enthusiasm  for  the  old  order  of  things  at 
that  particular  juncture,  and  engaged  in  a  public  func- 
tion, as  Grand  Master,  which  present  d  ay  ideas  would 
term  the  reverse  of  Masonic. 
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It  is  observed  that  our  worthy  Companion  quotes 
another  Correspondent  whose  views  "are  exactly  con- 
current" with  his  own,  on  this  subject.  But  he  repro- 
duced more  than  "views  on  the  subject,"  and  in  giving 
further  publicity  to  an  inspiration  "born  of"  wisdom 
absorbed  from  alleged  Masonic  journals  and  attributing 
it  elsewhere,  Companion  Haines  did  not  do  his  own 
keen  sense  of  fair  play  the  justice  it  was  entitled  to. 

It  may  be  convenient  to  brush  aside  the  assumption 
that  Zerubbabel  was  more  than  a  governor,  or  that 
he  led  in  the  great  enterprise  which  followed  the  cap- 
tivity. The  claim  to  kingly  dignity  was  never  in  the 
controversy.  The  legend  of  the  English  ceremonial 
does  not  give  him  that  title,  and  therein  the  English 
ritual  is  consistent.  Webb's,  on  the  other  hand,  like 
that  of  Ireland,  places  him  as  a  king,  which  he  was  not, 
and  further  allots  him  the  unkingly  position  of  second 
to  the  High  Priest,  which  is  hardly  nattering  to  royal 
power  and  dignity,  as  the  world  regards  them.  As  to 
who  was  leader  at  the  rebuilding  of  the  second  Temple 
our  great  authorities  can  but  be  the  contributors  to 
Holy   Writ  and  later  historians  of  Jewish  antiquity. 

To  endow  the  High  Priest  with  supreme  authority 
at  the  erection  of  a  temple  for  worship,  may  be  con- 
venient and  suit  views  with  which  those  of  Companion 
Haines  are  "concurrent";  but  would  it  be  improper 
to  ask  whether  there  was  any  change  in  the  Mosaic 
regulations  in  that  respect  during  the  interval  between 
the  building  of  the  first  and  second  Temples  ?  It 
appears  to  the  dull  lay  observer  as  if  King  Solomon, 
in  the  former  instance,  was  the  sole  head  and  front  of 
the  undertaking  and  even  in  the  matter  of  the 
ordering  of  divine  worship,  and  sacrificial  offerings,  the 
King  of  Israel  seemed  to  usurp,  not  infrequently,  the 
functions  of  the  priesthood. 

"  The  hands  of  Zerubbabel  have  laid  the  foundation  of 
this  house  ;    his  hands  shall  also  finish   it." 

Where  there  is  a  chance  of  bringing  in  another  fellow 
to  assist  in  the  "crushing"  process,  Companion  Haines 
does  not  hesitate  to  accept  the  aid,   but  as  we  have 
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overstepped  the  limit  in  one  matter,  we  must  be  satis- 
fied with  letting  him  have  the  advantage  elsewhere. 
Closing  he  says — 

"  Twice  within  three  years  we  have  probably  passed  his 
door  in  Toronto  with  too  little  thought  to  call  upon  him.  If 
another  trip  in  that  direction  is  taken  he  may  now  take  note 
that  he  is  threatened  with  a  visit  and  personal  contact." 

Threatened  with  "personal  contact,"  Does  that 
mean  a  reach  for  the  solar  plexis  or  a  "shake"  ?  Right 
happy  will  we  be  to  experience  the  latter  and  would 
gladly  speed  the  day  of  its  arrival  and  that  we  may 
not  miss,  might  suggest  and  would  welcome,  a  timely 
notice. 

Jacob   Kirkner,   Plainfield,   Grand  High  Priest. 
Loenard  L.  Grear,  Passaic,  Grand  Secretary. 

New  Mexico 
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This  young  Grand  Chapter  seems  to  be  in  excellent 
hands.  The  Grand  Secretary  reported  a  gain  of  40 
within  the  year,  and  the  treasury  is  "  a-swellin'  wisibly." 

To  the  Ninth  Annual  Convocation  held  on  the  17th 
October,  1906,  at  Albuquerque,  Grand  High  Priest 
Everitt  related  in  pleasing  manner  the  story  of  his 
official  year. 

Six  of  the  ten  Chapters  responded  to  his  appeal  for 
aid  in  the  San  Francisco  calamity. 

He  instituted  a  new  Chapter  at  Alamogordo,  and  to 
do  honor  to  the  occasion  he  addressed  an  invitation  to 
each  officer  of  Grand  Chapter  to  be  present,  but  unfor- 
tunately not  one  of  the  outfit,  other  than  himself,  found 
it  convenient  to  attend.  He  stayed  three  days  with 
them,  and  gave  the  weakling  an  excellent  start. 

Every  Chapter  in  the  jurisdiction  was  visited  by  him, 
some  of  them  involving  lengthy  journeys.  At  Silver 
City,  a  special  Convocation  was  called  for  the  afternoon, 
but  the  meeting  was  abandoned  owing  to  so  many  of  the 
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Companions  being  unable  to  leave  their  business.  He 
put  in  the  time  making  calls  upon  the  membership,  and 
actually  visited  every  Companion  residing  in  the  city. 

He  pointed  out  the  necessity  for  official  inspection 
of  the   Chapters  : 

"  From  the  single  visit  that  I  have  made  to  each  Chapter, 
I  am  convinced  of  the  necessity  for  these  visitations.  Our 
Past  Grand  High  Priest,  Companion  Pratt,  just  by  accident 
found  that  a  certain  Chapter  was  conferring  degrees  on  the 
Sabbath,  and  I,  too,  have  had  to  report  grosser  violations  of 
our  laws  by  our  oldest  Chapter,  and  there  are  doubtless  others 
existing.  These  were  not  wilful  violations,  or  they  wrould  be 
easy  to  reform,  but  they  call  all  the  more  for  some  efficient 
supervision." 

The  Committee  later  recommended  that  for  the 
coming  year  the  Grand  Lecturer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  be 
appointed  Grand  Lecturer  for  Grand  Chapter,  that  the 
salary  be  fixed  at  $ioo.oo,  and  that  he  be  directed  to 
visit,  and  instruct  each  subordinate  Chapter  at  least 
once  during  the  year,  and  to  see  that  the  orders  of  Grand 
Chapter  are  complied  with  as  regards  ritual  etc.  This 
was  adopted. 

This  Grand  Chapter  is  one  of  two  or  three  that 
abandoned  the  Grand  Representative  system,  but  the 
Finance  Committee's  recommendation  that  one  hun- 
dred dollars  be  appropriated  to  reimburse  the  labors  of  a 
Correspondence  Committee  next  year,  would  indicate 
a  change  of  heart.  The  growth  of  the  Royal  Craft  in  the 
jurisdiction  also  induced  a  recommendation  to  double 
the  Grand   Secretary's  salary. 

The  Grand  Secretary  was  directed  to  purchase  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  Jewels,  to  be  presented  to  Past  Grand 
High  Priests,  who  have  not  been  so  honored. 

Chester  D.  Stevens,   Raton,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Alpheus  A.  Keen,  Albuquerque,  Grand  Secretary. 

New  South  Wales 

The  pamphlets  which  record  the  proceedings  of 
one  special   and  four   quarterly  Convocations   between 
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26th  February,  1906,  and  23rd  November  of  the  same 
year,  deal  largely  with  matters  of  purely  local  interest, 
but  inasmuch  as  this  young  Chapter  is  contesting  the 
territory  with  the  Chapters  holding  allegiance  to  the 
Grand  bodies  of  the  motherland,  its  doings  may  claim 
some   of   our   sympathetic    attention. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  in  February  a  letter 
was  received  from  a  Chapter  asking  if  a  Master  Mason, 
age  20,  who  had  been  initiated  as  a  Lewis,  was  eligible 
for  exaltation.  The  Committee,  after  careful  considera- 
tion, ruled  that  as  the  R.A.  Regulations  specified  the 
qualification  for  exaltation  to  be  that  of  a  M.M.,  the 
brother  in   question  was  eligible  for  exaltation. 

The  Committee  regretfully  recorded  the  death  of 
Comp.  Whiteley  King,  who  was  Grand  Treasurer  in 
in  1897,  and  President  of  this  Commitee  in  1898,  1899 
and  1990,. 

Also  of  Comp.  F.  W.  G.  Garden,  who  was  Third  Grand 
Principal  in  1899,  Second  Grand  Principal  in  1900,  and 
Grand  Treasurer  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

A  letter  conveying  expressions  of  loyalty  and  sym-' 
pathy  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Chapter  had  been  sent 
by  the  Grand  Z.  to  Sir  Harry  Rawson,  Governor  of  the 
State,  in  connection  with  the  recent  death  of  Lady 
Rawson,    and   he   read   the   fraternal   reply. 

At  the  August  Convocation  a  letter  was  read  from 
the  Grand  Registrar  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ireland, 
stating  that  recognition  had  been  accorded  by  that 
body. 

Appreciation  of  Ireland's  prompt  expression  of  good- 
will was  voiced  by  the  Grand  Z. 

In  October  applications  were  received  for  three  new 
Chapters,  two  of  them  to  be  located  in  Sydney  and  one 
at  Lithgow.  From  the  Grand  Z.'s  address  the  following 
month  it  is  gathered  that  the  Grand  Chapter  is  pro- 
gressing : 

"  Financially  and  numerically  we  are  in  advance  of  former 
years.      It  will  be  gratifying  to  learn  that  during  the  year  we  have 
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added  upwards  of  ioo  members  to  our  ranks  as  against  71  for 
the  previous  12  months.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  our  expendi- 
ture has  of  necessity  been  greater  than  formerly,  owing  to  in- 
creased amount  entailed  by  travelling  expenses  and  a  well 
merited  bonus  voted  to  our  Grand  Scribe  E.  Ex.  Comp.  A  J. 
Burbidge,  it  is  most  gratifying  to  be  able  to  congratulate  Grand 
Chapter  and  its  Grand  Treasurer  on  substantial  increases,  both 
in  cash  at  our  bankers  and  in  the  value  of  our  assets  in  other 
directions." 

He  expressed  the  hope  that  Scotland,  like  Ireland, 
would  admit  the  status  of  the  Grand  Chapter  which 
however  was  not  stooping  for  favors,  for  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Committee,  a  letter  was  received  from  the 
Provincial  Grand  Scribe  E.,  of  the  Supreme  Grand 
Chapter  of  Scotland  in  N.S.W.,  asking  for  certain  infor- 
mation regarding  the  Committee's  proceedings.  A 
rather  cheeky  request,  but  the  Committee  with  becom- 
ing dignity  directed  that  a  reply  be  sent  to  the  effect 
that  it  was  considered  "  that  all  official  communications 
from  other  Masonic  jurisdictions  to  this  Grand  Chapter 
should  come  through  the  Sovereign  Grand  Bodies 
thereof." 

A  resolution  was  approved  "  that  the  Grand  Com- 
mittee be  requested  to  consider  the  ritual  observances 
of  the  Chapters,  with  a  view  to  formulating  rules  of 
procedure  under  which  the  Excellent  Master's  degree, 
and  the  Ceremony  of  the  Veils,  shall  be  given  complete 
at  one  Convocation,  the  Exaltation  ceremony  at  a  sub- 
sequent Convocation,  and  the  Lectures  of  the  H.R.A.  at 
a  later  Convocation  ;  not  more  than  one  of  these  cere- 
monies to  be  given  at  any  one  Convocation  of  a  Chapter. ' ' 

S.  D.  Townsend,  Sydney,  Grand  Z. 

A.  J.   Burbidge,   Sydney,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

New  York 
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Grand  High  Priest  De  Lap,  of  Connecticut,  accom- 
panied by  M.  E.  Comp.  J.  H.  Barlow,  was  tendered  a 
fraternal  welcome  at  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  Annual 
Convocation  at  Albany  on  the  5th  February,  1907.     The 
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attendance  of  Companions  was  very  large  and  included 
thirty-two  representatives  of  other  Grand  Chapters,  who 
were  eloquently  greeted  by  Grand  High  Priest  Derrick 
Brown,  and  a  fitting  response  was  delivered  by  Com- 
panion   Loewinstein,    representing    North    Dakota. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  congratulated  the  Com- 
panions on  existing  conditions.  Little  or  no  difficulty 
arose  during  the  year  to  cloud  the  peaceful  horizon,  and 
no  questions  were  submitted  to  vex  the  ruler's  spirit. 

On  the  subject  of  dispensations  he  had  this  to  say  : 

"  The  power  to  grant  dispensations  is  one  not  to  be  exercised 
except  to  correct  errors,  relieve  embarrassment,  supply  unavoid- 
able omissions  or  to  provide  for  emergencies  that  may  have  arisen 
by  which  the  proper  work  of  a  Chapter  may  be  interrupted  or 
perhaps  suspended.  It  is  not  a  power  granted  for  the  purpose 
of  setting  aside  the  plain  requirements  of  the  Constitution,  and 
the  Grand  High  Priest  should  not  be  asked  to  interpose  to  enable 
a  Chapter  to  take  action  that  is  not  warranted  by  the  funda- 
mental law." 

Hence  his  refusal  to  grant  dispensations  asked  for. 
He  found  an  instance  in  which  a  Companion  "  enter- 
tained a  rare  and  peculiar  notion  concerning  the  value 
and  use  of  the  Mark.  Pie  gave  his  Mark  to  a  Companion 
who  received  it  for  the  purpose  of  binding  an  agreement 
by  which  the  Companion  receiving  it  was  to  prevent  an 
applicant  for  admission  from  being  elected  to  member- 
ship in  the  Chapter  to  which  both  of  the  Companions  in 
the  transaction  belonged." 

He  directed  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  present 
Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  completes  forty  years  of 
continuous  service  on  the  part  of  R.  E.  Christopher  G. 
Fox  as  Grand  Secretary,  and  this  remarkable  record, 
taken  in  connection  with  the  still  more  remarkable 
record  of  forty- two  years  by  his  immediate  predecessor, 
forms  a  bit  of  Grand  Chapter  history  that  stands  without 
a  parallel  in  the  records  of  fraternal  organizations  any- 
where in  the  world. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  also  extended  felicitations 
to  M.  E.  Seymour  H.  Stone,  the  dean  of  the  Past  Grand 
officers,  who  was  elected  Grand  High  Priest  just   forty 
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years  ago.  He  has  lived  to  see  the  Order  more  than 
trebled  in  numbers  and  its  influence  and  power  greatly 
increased  in  the  interval. 

The  following  remarkable  procedure  in  a  Chapter  is 
revealed  through  his  "  decisions."  This  Chapter  had  a 
number  of  candidates  to  ballot  for.  The  first  apparently 
was  objectionable,  and  at  the  end  of  the  "  tenth  " 
ballot,  the  presiding  officer  declared  him  rejected.  The 
others  all  went  through  safely,  and  before  passing  to 
other  business  "  an  officer  of  the  Chapter  '  asked  for 
another  ballot  on  the  rejected  one.  The  H.  P.  being  of 
an  obliging  disposition,  said  that  as  the  Chapter  was 
intact  as  regards  numbers,  he  had  no  objection  if  nobody 
else  was  that  way  inclined.  There  was  no  response, 
another  ballot  was  taken,  and  it  was  found  to  be  favor- 
able. The  legality  of  the  action  was  questioned,  and 
without  commenting  on  the  limitless  exercise  of  the 
balloting,  the  Grand  High  Priest  thus  decided    : 

"  Ten  ballots  having  been  taken  on  the  application  of  a  can- 
didate, and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  tenth  ballot  the  High  Priest 
having  declared  the  candidate  rejected,  it  was  irregular  to  take 
another  ballot  at  any  time  during  that  Convocation." 

"  The  Constitution. does  not  anticipate  the  calling  for  a  new 
ballot,  except  in  cases  where  the  candidate  is  elected.  No 
provision  is  made  calling  for  a  new  ballot  when  the  candidate 
is  rejected.  The  Chapter  exhausted  its  power  to  act  on  the 
application  when  the  High  Priest  declared  the  candidate  re- 
jected, and  the  calling  for  a  ballot  after  such  declaration  is  not 
a  constitutional  privilege,  and  is,   therefore,  without  force." 

In  another  case  a  discussion  was  started  in  a  Chapter, 
on  the  necessity  of  the  suspended  letter  G  in  the  Taber- 
nacle, and  the  High  Priest  incidentally  remarked  that 
it  was  not  necessary,  as  the  Chapter  was  not,  "  strictly 
speaking,  a  Masonic  body."  Whereupon  a  Companion 
wrote  asking  two  questions  :  One  was,  "  Is  a  Chapter, 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  a  Masonic  body  ?  "  and  the  other, 
"  Ina  Masonic  Lodge  must  not  the  letter  G  be  suspended 
in  the  East  ?  " 

"  As  the  three  preliminary  degrees  in  a  Chapter  are  Lodge 
degrees,  the  question  was  a  proper  one  to  ask,  and  it  is  proper 
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that  my  opinion  shall  be  recorded.      I  wrote  to  the  Companion 
who  asked  the  question,  as  follows  : 

"  Regarding  the  first  question,  '•  Is  a  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  a  Masonic  body,  '1  beg  to  reply,  Yes.  And  I  will  take 
the  liberty  of  adding  that,  in  my  judgment,  it  is  the  crowning 
Masonic  body  in   the  realm  of  Symbolic  Masonry." 

To  the  other  query  he  said  that  the  letter  G  is  part 
of  the  paraphernalia  of  the  Middle  Chamber  only,  and 
the  one  reference  to  it  is  in  the  ceremony  of  the  Fellow 
Craft  degree.  Its  presence  in  any  other  ceremony  could 
not  be  out  of  place  owing  to  its  sacred  significance,  but  it 
is  not  essential. 

The  reports  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand 
Secretary  indicated  a  continued  high  degree  of  solidity 
and   efficiency. 

An  invitation  from  the  Fraternal  Union  of  Anointed 
High  Priests  of  the  State  of  New  York,  to  the  members 
of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  other  Companions  present, 
to  attend  a  reception  and  banquet  in  the  evening,  was 
accepted,  even  though  the  indefatigable  Grand 
Lecturer  was  to  exemplify  the  Royal  Arch  with  musical 
accessories   about   the   same   time. 

Two  members  of  the  Mount  Zion  Chapter,  which 
was  wiped  off  the  list  for  accepting  material  unfit  for 
the  Temple,  petitioned  for  restoration  to  good  standing 
and  the  appeal  found  favor. 

A  feature  of  the  second  day  was  the  cordial  welcome 
extended  to  Companion  S.  Nelson  Sawyer  in  his  capacity 
as  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  In  the 
course  of  his  remarks  he  mentioned  an  incident  of  the 
previous  Monday  : 

"  Possibly  I  may  be  pardoned  if  I  tell  you  the  reason  why  I 
was  not  here  yesterday.  Some  weeks  ago  I  accepted  an  invitation 
to  be  present  Monday  evening  at  the  golden  anniversary  of  an 
old  man  who,  for  fifty  long  years  had  trod  the  paths  of  Masonry. 
He  gathered  his  friends,  brethren  and  neighbors  together  upon 
the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  initiation,  to  rejoice  with  him  that 
he  had  lived  to  see  this  Craft  grow  stronger  and  stronger  year  by 
year  until  its  future  is  so  assured  that  none  may  measure  its  pros- 
perity. I  felt  that  it  was  my  duty  to  join  my  brothers  in  extend- 
ing the  hand  of  congratulation  to  that  dear  old  friend  and  brother. 
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I  fancied  that  I  had  arranged  so  that  I  could  be  here  yesterday, 
but,  they  say,  man  proposes  but  the  New  York  Central  sometimes 
disposes.  They  failed  to  stop  a  train  as  agreed,  and  I  missed 
being  here  yesterday.  But  I  shall  never  regret  hearing  that  man 
stand  up  before  his  friends  and  neighbors,  men  and  women,  the 
tears  streaming  down  his  face,  saying,  that  while  life  had  brought 
him  many  blessings,  the  greatest  blessing  that  had  ever  come  to 
him  was  that  he  had  been  permitted  to  spend  all  these  years  a 
Mason." 

Rev.  Pierre  Cushing,  Grand  Chaplain,  then  delivered 
an  eloquent  and  entertaining  address  on  the  subject  of 
the  degree  of  Most  Excellent  Master. 

Companion  M.  J.  Greenwood's  report  on  Corres- 
pondence is  like  those  of  previous  years,  a  very  complete 
and  conscientious  review,  no  point  of  interest  being 
omitted  and   comments  with   acumen  and   courtesy. 

Dana  B.  Pratt,  New  York,  Grand  High  Priest.. 

Christopher    G.    Fox,    Buffalo,    Grand    Secretary. 

New  Zealand 
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Congratulations  are  in  order  for  Canada's  worthy 
Representative  who  at  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Con- 
vocation was  elected  to  the  Grand  First  Principal's 
chair,  and  now  wields  the  sceptre  in  that  fair  but  distant 
"Dominion,"  while  to  maintain  the  fitness  of  things 
New  Zealand's  Representative  near  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Canada  holds  the  same  exalted  position  in  this  juris- 
diction of  magnificent   distances. 

The  Companions  assembled  on  the  30th  January, 
1907,  in  Freemason's  Hall,  Wellington,  including  re- 
presentatives of  eighteen  of  the  Chapters. 

One  of  them  was  under  the  impression  that  it  was 
exempt  from  dues  if  it  withheld  its  representative 
from  attending  the  Grand  body.  It  was,  however, 
amenable  to  reason  and  settled  the  bill.  .  A  desire  on 
the  part  of  Grand  Z.  Macgregor  to  let  the  Companions 
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down  easy  so  far  as  the  report  was  concerned  precipi- 
tated a  lengthy  discussion  on  procedure  and  points 
of   order. 

On  the  subject  of  Grand  Representatives  it  was 
pointed  out  that  a  custom  prevails  in  some  American 
jurisdictions  of  making  the  appointments  triennially, 
which,  while  it  may  have  something  to  recommend  it, 
also  has  its  disadvantages.  As  an  example,  North 
Carolina  nominated  a  new  Representative,  but  did  not 
return  the  commission  issued  to  the  previous  Companion 
for  cancellation.  It  was  pointed  out  by  G.  S.  E.  that 
a  cancellation  of  the  first  commission  was  necessary 
before  a  second  could  be  issued,  and  this  action  was 
approved  by  the  Committee.  The  natural  desire  to 
retain  the  document  as  a  souvenir,  which  prevails  to 
some  extent,  was  overlooked. 

The  Supreme  Committee  reported  an  increased 
activity.  One  Chapter  was  constituted  and  three 
petitions  for  charters  acceded  to. 

The  Grand  Z.  and  other  officers  did  some  beneficial 
visiting. 

New  Zealand  is  still  without  recognition  from  Scot- 
land. Past  Grand  Z.  Fowlds,  who  was  visiting  the 
old  land,  undertook  to  make  enquiry.  On  his  return 
he  wrote  the  Grand  Scribe  E. 

"  The  position  is  simply  this  :  they  are  willing  and  anxious 
to  recognize  us  immediately,  but  they  have  a  working  arrange- 
ment with  the  Grand  Lodge  to  act  in  concert  with  them.  As 
soon,  therefore,  as  the  present  difficulty  between  the  two  Grand 
Lodges  is  settled,  recognition  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scot- 
land will  follow  as  a  matter  of  course." 

A  short  table  compiled  by  G.  S.  E.,  the  Committee 
considered  had  a  very  serious  aspect.  It  showed  that  the 
admissions  since  the  institution  of  Grand  Chapter 
amount  to  148 1.  Of  that  number  there  have  been  594 
secessions,  369  by  resignation,  158  struck  off,  and  67 
deaths.  In  other  words,  one- fourth  of  the  total  member- 
ship have  resigned,  and  a  ninth  have  been  struck  off. 
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A  motion  to  make  Wellington  the  permanent  meeting 
place  of  Grand  Chapter  occasioned  an  interesting  dis- 
cussion bringing  out  much  argument  for  and  against. 
It  was  finally  decided  to  let  well  enough  alone. 

M.E.  Comp.  Robert  Fletcher  was  duly  installed 
Grand  Z.  with  becoming  ceremony,  and  in  a  very  happy 
address  at  the  close  he  ventured  his  personal  views 
as  to  causes  which  accounted  for  the  falling  away  set 
forth  in  the  Grand  Scribe  E's.  statistical  table. 

"  Numerically  we  have  progressed.  As  the  Past  Grand  Z. 
has  told  you,  there  have  been  four  new  Chapters  consecrated 
during  the  year.  But  there  is  one  thing  that  struck  me,  and  that 
is  the  very  large  number  of  Companions  who  leave  our  ranks,  at 
all  events  the  very  large  number  who  become  passive  and  non- 
active  in  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  There  is  something  wrong  in 
this  .  I  do  not  know  what  the  remedy  may  be,  but  I  shall  be 
very  proud  if  a  remedy  can  be  suggested — means  whereby  this 
may  be  prevented.  You  have  only  to  look  at  the  table  presented 
by  Grand  Scribe  E.  to  see  the  large  number  that  have  left  our 
ranks.  You  know  that  when  a  keen  brother  in  Craft  Masonry 
reaches  the  Chair  of  his  Lodge — he  may  be  a  zealous  officer  in 
the  Royal  Arch  Degree — of  course  when  he  reaches  the  position 
of  Principal  Soj.  until  he  arrives  at  the  Chair  of  his  Lodge  he  is 
unable  to  proceed  into  the  Principal  Chair.  There  may  be  delay 
in  this,  but  the  result  is  that  he  loses  all  interest  in  Capitular 
Freemasonry.  I  do  not  know  if  that  is  the  reason,  but  it  struck 
me  as  being  probably  the  reason." 

He  is  not  far  astray.  A  similar  condition  clogged 
the  wheels  of  Canada's  progress  for  many  years.  Its 
removal  brought  relief,  activity  and  unwonted  en- 
thusiasm. 

Robert  Fletcher,  Wellington,  Grand  Z. 

H.  J.  Williams,  Wellington,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

North  Carolina 

Chapters    .  .    29.  Members    .  .    1,833. 

In  the  apartments  of  the  Elks'  Club  of  the  city  of 
Greensboro,  the  Fifty-ninth  Annual  Convocation  was 
opened  in  ample  form  by  Lat  Williams,  M.E.  Grand 
High  Priest,  on  the  14th  May,  1907. 

Twenty-five  Grand  Chapters,  including  Canada, 
were  represented  by  their  accredited  envoys. 
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The  Grand  High  Priest's  duties  as  set  forth  in  his 
address,  were  light,  mainly  issuing  commissions  and 
dispensations. 

He  decided  that  suspension  for  N.  P.  D.  in  the  lodge 
did  not  affect  membership  in  the  Chapter,  but  this  was 
subsequently  overturned  by  the  Jurisprudence  Com- 
mittee. 

The  same  Committee,  while  passing  the  dispensations 
for  speedy  balloting,  deprecated  the  practice  and  gave 
it  as  the  united  opinion  of  its  members  that  the  privi- 
lege should  not  be  granted  except  for  the  most  urgent 
reasons.  The  early  assumption  of  the  "sword"  and 
"fez"  is  an  all  powerful  and  extremely  "urgent"  argu- 
ment in  the  majority  of  cases. 

Past  Grand  High  Priest  W.  J.  Hubard,  of  Virginia, 
deputed  by  his  Grand  Chapter  to  visit  and  convey  an 
invitation  to  attend  "Ole  Virginny's"  centennial  cele- 
bration in  the  following  October  was  cordially  welcomed. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  did  some  good  work,  staying 
periods  of  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  in  some  instances, 
imparting  instruction.  A  glance  at  the  financial  state- 
ment disclosed  the  fact  that  he  received  $11.65  f°r  ex~ 
penses,  but  as  he  does  similar  duty  for  the  Grand  Lodge 
and  Commandery  it  is  probable  he  throws  in  his  de- 
votion to  the  Chapter  as  a  labor  of  love. 

Hitherto  it  required  fifteen  Royal  Arch  Masons  to 
sign  the  application  for  a  new  Chapter.  An  amend- 
ment to  make  that  number  "nine,"  and  to  withhold 
the  charter  until  they  had  increased  the  membership 
to  twenty-five,  was  submitted.  The  amendment  was 
improved  by  making  the  minimum  number  of  appli- 
cants twelve,  as  it  required  that  number  to  fill  the 
official  chairs.     This  was  carried. 

The  Committee  in  charge  of  the  "Educational 
Fund"  recommended  the  appropriation  of  $250  annually 
for  education  purposes  and  that  arrangements  be  made 
for  the  care  of  a  boy  and  girl  each  year,  if  practicable. 
The    Committee   reported    that    during   the    past    year 
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there  was  expended  on  account  of  the  education  of  Miss 
Zorah  Hannah,  at  the  State  Normal  College,  the  sum  of 

$40.00. 

"  In  this  connection,  your  Committee  would  state  that  the 
expenses,  including  free  tuition,  which  was  given  Miss  Hannah, 
was  $125.00,  this  was  reduced  to  the  above  sum  ($40.00)  by 
reason  of  her  work  assisting  in  the  College  dining  room." 

Nothing  the  matter  with  Miss  Hannah.  On  the 
contrary,  she  seems  to  be  built  the  right  way — "train 
up  a  child,"  etc. 

One  of  "the  old  brigade,"  and  about  its  oldest,  is 
M.  E.  Companion  Southgate.  Thirty  years  or  more 
in  harness  and  his  grip  on  the  quill  is  as  vigorous  as 
ever.  His  report  on  Correspondence  he  states  is  his 
twenty-fourth,  but  he  was  ready  for  duty  for  a  number 
of  years  in  which  his  Grand  Chapter  hesitated  at  an 
outlay  for  superfluous  printing,  and  his  well  meant 
labors  were  thus  lost  to  his  Companions.  As  usual  his 
inspection  is  thorough  and  his  criticisms  kindly.  Canada 
for  1906  came  under  review  and,  as  before,  he  comments 
favorably  on  the  work  of  the  Superintendents,  and  can 
disagree  with  the  writer  in  the  most  fraternal  spirit. 

In  a  pleasant  chat  with  Companion  Harris  of  Maine 
he  remarks  : 

"  He  discusses  the  opening  on  the  different  degrees  and 
begins  with  the  Mark  Lodge  when  that  degree  is  to  be  conferred. 
Our  law  requires  that  the  Chapter  be  convened  and  opened  first. 
If  the  Mark  Degree  is  wanted  we  dispense  with  labor  in  the 
Chapter  and  open  a  Mark  Lodge. 

Evidently  we  are  not  alone  in  our  view  of  the  Chap- 
ters' authoritative  individuality  as  opposed  to  its  being 
an  irresponsible  unit  in  an  "organization." 

Under  Pennsylvania  he  has  this  to  say  of  that 
jurisdiction's  views  with  regard  to  registering  the  mark  : 

"  There  is  getting,  in  these  days,  more  sentiment  than  utility 
in  this  Mark  business.  It  is  well  enough  and  each  one  should 
record  his  Mark,  but  to  make  it  compulsory  or  a  requisite  for 
the  Royal  Arch,   is  another  matter." 

From  which  we  conclude  that  to  the  modern  Mark 
Master,  King  Solomon's  mandate  does  not  apply,   and 
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that  because  it  is  an  incident  in  a  traditional  story  of 
ancient  times  it  should  not  be  an  example  for  practical 
imitation  in  the  present  era.  Well,  all  we  can  say  is, 
that  Companion  Southgate  has  a  mighty  host  of  sym- 
pathizers. 

A.  B.  Andrews,  jr.,  Raleigh,  Grand  High  Priest. 

James  C.   Munds,   Wilmington,   Grand  Secretary. 

North  Dakota 

Chapters   .  .    16.  Members   .  .    1,688. 

With  two  exceptions  the  Grand  officers  were  all 
present  when  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Convocation 
was  opened  at  Grand  Forks  on  27th  June,  1907.  In 
addition  there  were  nine  Past  Grand  High  Priests, 
the  representatives  of  fifteen  Chapters,  and  twenty- 
seven  Grand  Representatives,  including  M.E.  Comp. 
Keyes,    holding    Canada's    commission. 

It  cannot  with  accuracy  be  said  that  Grand  High 
Priest  Chas.  W.  Greene's  duties  were  distinctly  fatiguing. 
He  issued  five  dispensations  in  the  year,  answered 
three  questions  and  appointed  Companions  as  Grand 
Representatives  "near  ours."  There  are  no  visits 
recorded  yet  a  grateful  Grand  Chapter  voted  him  a 
$75  jewel.  But  if  he  couldn't  do  much  himself,  he  ad- 
mitted that  elsewhere,  activity  was  being  displayed. 

"  Notable  Masonic  ceremonies  during  the  past  year,  will 
mark  the  continuance  of  the  great  distinction  of  our  Craft  before 
the  world,  and  emphasize  the  fact,  that  no  honor  within  the 
gift  of  prince  or  potentate  is  greater  than  the  order,  the  emblem 
£>f  which  it  is  our  privilege  to  wear." 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  of  $5,627, 
and  Grand  Secretary  Thompson's  report  was  optimistic 
even  though  he  had  to  confess  a  falling  off  in  the  net 
gain.  Prosperity  so  far  as  he  could  learn  was  an  airy 
creation,  which  he  had  yet  to  see  materialize.  Never- 
theless he  was  content. 

The  Grand  Secretary  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  badges  used  by  the  delegates  to  the  Grand 
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Chapter  had  been  furnished  at  its  annual  Convocations 
respectively  at  Fargo  and  Grand  Forks  by  the  local 
Chapters;  that  the  badges  had  become  a  part  of  he 
regalia  of  the  Grand  Chapter  delegates;  and  that  the 
Chapter  entertaining  the  Grand  Chapter  was  put  to 
considerable  expense.  He  therefore  moved  that  badges 
for  the  representatives  and  members  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  be  procured  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  paid 
for  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  that 
the  Grand  Chapter  pay  for  the  1907  decorations.  Grand 
Chapter   approved. 

The  various  Committees  had  little  or  nothing  to  do. 

John  Riessbeck,  Dickinson,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Frank  J.   Thompson,   Fargo,   Grand  Secretary. 

Nova  Scotia 

Chapters   .  .    15.  Members   .  .    1,012. 

The  array  of  names  submitted  by  the  Committee 
on  Credentials  of  those  entitled  to.  seats  and  votes  at 
the  Thirty-eighth  Annual  Convocation  at  Halifax  on 
the  nth  June,  1907,  was  imposing,  and  if  their  owners 
were  all  seated  and  ready  to  cast  their  votes  the  spec- 
tacle was  no  doubt  gratifying  when  at  10  o'clock  a.m., 
the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Nova  Scotia  was  opened  in  ample  form  by 
the  Most  Excellent  Grand  High  Priest,  William  Mar- 
shall   Black. 

It  would  perhaps  be  indiscreet  were  we  to  admit  that 
he  was  not  wide  of  the  mark  in  the  following  blunt 
passage  : 

"  The  time  has  passed  when  Grand  Chapter  expects  the 
Grand  High  Priest  to  deliver  to  them  an  address  couched  in  high 
flown  and  eloquent  language,  taking  up  much  valuable  time  and 
which  in  the  end  amounts  to  nothing;  this  is  a  practical  age,  and 
it  is  only  necessary  to  treat  of  such  matters  as  are  of  vital  interest 
and  which  may  prove  of  benefit  to  Capitular  Masonry  in  our 
own  jurisdiction  as  well  as  to  the  Craft  at  large." 

"  In  my  Annual  Report  last  year  I  stated  that  "  Peace  and 
Harmony  prevail  throughout  the  jurisdiction,  and  our  relations 
with  foreign  juridsictions  remain  friendly  and  unbroken." 
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"  I  see  no  reason  to  change  my  views  for  this  year,  and  it 
is  a  matter  for  congratulation  that  such  is  the  case." 

The  passing  of  a  veteran  worker  in  Craft  circles 
in  former  days  is  thus  referred  to  : 

"  Stephen  Roland  Sircom,  P.G.H.P.,  died  at  Melrose,  Mass. 
24th  January,  1906. 

"  Although  for  many  years  Companion  Sircom  had  been 
living  in  Massachusetts  his  interest  in  his  own  Grand  Chapter  had 
never  died  and  his  thoughts  were  always  of  his  old  friends  and 
companions  in  this  jurisdiction. 

"  In  the  early  days  of  this  Grand  Chapter  Comp.  Sircom 
took  a  most  active'part,  not  only  in  its  formation  but  in  getting 
recognition  from  many  foreign  jurisdictions  which  at  first 
would  not  recognize  us.  For  this  reason,  if  for  no  other,  we 
cherish  his  memory  and  feel  that  we  have  indeed  lost  a  friend 
and  brother. 

He  permitted  the  Chapter  at  Summerside,  P.E.I., 
to  remove  to  Kensington  for  a  period  of  twelve  months, 
and  issued  dispensations  for  the  wearing  of  regalia  in 
public  and^other  purposes  legitimate. 

A  Chapter7asked  him  to  approve  a  by-law  providing 
for  shutting  out  non-affiliates  from  the  privilege  of 
visitation,  a  request  which  was  very  discreetly  declined 
in  the  absence  of  a  constitutional  enactment  on  the 
subject. 

A  tangle  in  connection  with  an  amendment  to  a 
by-law  amendment  which  altered  the  intent  of  the 
latter  and  which  a  Chapter  ruler  pronounced  in  order, 
was  submitted  for  the  higher  authority's  consideration. 
He  of  course  ruled  that  a  proposal  which  changed  the 
meaning  and  intent  of  the  original  proposed  amendment 
was  in  the  nature  of  a  new  motion,  of  which  notice 
should  have  been  given.  In  this  he  was  sustained  by 
Grand  Chapter. 

Like  others,  he  found  the  Mark's  book  as  a  rule 
neglected.  Where  the  Mark  was  selected  it  was  of  a 
complicated  design,  and  the  importance  of  the  duty 
was  not  realized. 
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•  He  was  an  earnest  and  indefatigable  visitor,  having 
looked  in  upon  them  all  and  instituted  a  new  Chapter 
at  Middleton  which  he  visited  a  second  time  by  way  of 
encouragement. 

To  be  qualified  to  confer  the  R.  A.  degree  the  High 
Priest  of  a  Chapter  should  be  a  member  of  the  Order 
of  High  Priesthood,  but  the  Order  in  Nova  Scotia  is 
not,  apparenly,  on  a  systematic  basis.  In  some  Chap- 
ters visited  he  heard  complaints  from  non-appointed 
rulers,  who  stated  that  they  had  to  seek  outside  assist- 
ance to  do  work  which  they  could  do  themselves  but 
for  their  lack  of  qualification.  He  urged  that  a  Com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  ascertain  "upon  what  terms, 
if  any,  the  members  of  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood" 
would  be  willing  to  transfer  their  powers  and  rights 
to  Grand  Chapter,  or  if  those  members  would  agree  to 
be  on  hand  at  each  Annual  Convocation,  without  fail, 
to  confer  the  degree.  A  rather  conflicting  and  altogether 
remarkable  condition  of  affairs,  but  his  recommend- 
ation was  adopted  and  the  Committee  appointed. 

A  good  practical  address  from  a  practical  Companion 
closed   with   these   words  : 

"  While  our  members  are  small  as  compared  with  some  of 
our  sister  jurisdictoins  we  yield  first  place  to  none  so  far  as  our 
works  for  the  benefit  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  are  concerned. 
We  are  making  steady  growth,  and  this  year  I  am  pleased  to 
inform  you  we  have  passed  the  one  thousand  mark.  Our  funds 
are  in  a  healthy  condition  and  sufficient  for  all  demands  we  need 
to  make  upon  them. 

Happy  is  the  household  where  content  dwelleth. 
The  Committee  on  the  address  paid  deserved  tribute 
to  the  work  and  worth  of  the  Grand  High  Priest. 

The  report  from  R.  E.  Comp.  Pinsent  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  Chapter  in  Newfoundland  was  healthy 
and   hopeful. 

On  motion  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  procure 
and  present  to  M.E.  Companion  Rev.  Henry  D.  deBlois 
a  Past  Grand  High  Priest's  jewel  as  a  fitting  memento 
to  mark  the  attainment  of  his  fiftieth  year  in  Masonry, 
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"years  of  consecration  to  duty  and  of  eminent  services 
to  the  Craft,"  and  that  Companion  deBlois  be  requested 
to  sit  for  his  portrait  with  a  view  to  having  it  inserted 
in  the   proceedings. 

The  five  members  of  the  Committee  on  Correspond- 
ence produced  a  very  satisfactory  report,  Canada  for 
1906  falling  to  the  worthy  Grand  Secretary,  who  does 
it  full  justice. 

"  Companion  Bennett's  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
is,  like  those  that  he  has  hitherto  given  us,  one  of  great  interest. 
He  is  an  ardent  opponent  of  the  doctrine  of  dependent  mem- 
bership, and  loses  no  opportunity  to  have  his  say  on  the  subject. 
This  is  an  innovation  that,  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  is  confined  to 
the  United  States,  where  it  has  made  great  headway,  owing 
apparently  to  the  fact  that  many  are  seeking  admission  to  Lodge 
and  Chapter  simply  with  a  view  to  being  able  to  sport  the  uniform 
of  the  Templar  or  the  fez  of  the  Shrine.  We  are  inclined  to  the 
view  that  if  due  care  was  exercised  by  the  Chapters  in  the  selec- 
tion of  their  material,  the  number  of  this  class  would  be  so  small 
as  to  occasion  no  worry.  Fortunately  this  trouble  is  not  with 
us  to  any  extent  in  Nova  Scotia,  as  when  you  find  a  brother 
interested  in  the  so-called  higher  orders,  you  are  almost  certain 
to  find  him  deeply  interested  in  his  Lodge  and  Chapter." 

Companion  Waddell  is  still  of  the  opinion  that  the 
name  we  received  at  our  baptism  doesn't  fit  us,  and 
that  we  should  look  about  for  a  substitute.  "Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada,"  he  says,  is  a  misnomer,  but  he 
doesn't  suggest  anything  else.  He  also  objects  to  our 
claim  to  motherhood  and  considering  that  there  are 
but  a  dozen  years  or  so  difference  in  age,  perhaps  there 
may  be  a  suspicion  of  claiming  a  relationship  that  age 
would  not  justify,  so  we  will  be  a  sister  to  him.  Well, 
we  lost  three  of  our  sisters  who  started  housekeeping 
for  themselves,  but  five  of  the  family  who  have  reached 
maturity  are  still  under  the  roof  of  the  old  homestead. 
Now  how  are  we  going  to  change  the  family  cognomen 
under  those  circumstances  ?  Will  Companion  Waddell 
please  start  guessing  ?  We  have  given  it  up.  This 
is  simply  a  puzzle  of  the  Chinese  variety,  not  a  question 
of  erudition  or  law. 

Wm.  W.  Dillon,  Sydney,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Samuel  J.  Waddell,  Truro,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Ohio 

Chapters   .  .    162  Members   .  .    23,829 

The  ranks  of  the  Past  Grand  High  Priests  were 
reduced  by  the  passing  away  of  three  veterans  of  the 
Royal  Craft  during  the  year,  viz.,  J.  Kelly  O'Neall, 
who  presided  in  1872;  Jas  W.  Under  hill,  1877,  and 
Brenton  D  Babcock,  1899.  All  were  devoted  Masons 
and  in  their  time  able  workers.  The  latter,  through 
his  great  love  for  the  A.  and  A.  S.  Rite,  was  a  frequent 
visitor  to  Canada,  where  he  possessed  a  host  of  friends 
and  who  fraternally  sympathize  with  Ohio  in  the  great 
loss  the  jurisdiction  has  sustained. 

"  During  all  of  Companion  Babcock's  long  and  honorable 
Masonic  career,  extending  over  a  period  of  fifty  years,  his  know- 
ledge of  Masonic  law,  his  ability  to  successfully  perform  the 
work,  and  his  ever  genial,  whole-souled  brotherly  feeling,  drew 
to  him  the  love  of  Masons  and  Masonic  bodies  in  this  and  other 
countries." 

"As  a  deep  student  in  Masonic  philosophy,  Companion 
Babcock  held  high  place  ;  he  possessed  a  Masonic  library  of  over 
five  hundred  bound  volumes,  including  many  rare  and  costly 
works.  This  beautiful  library  he  presented  to  the  Scottish  Rite 
bodies  of  Cleveland  a  few  years  ago,  and  it  is  now  known  as 
"  The  B.D.   Babcock  Masonic  Library." 

Grand  High  Priest  W.  A.  Reiter,  at  the  Ninetieth 
Annual  Convocation  at  Columbus,  on  the  3rd  October, 
1906,  paid  touching  tribute  to  the  memories  of  the 
illustrious    three. 

"  Peace  and  plenty  dwell  throughout  our  borders,  and  I 
am  glad  to  report  that  Capitular  Masonry  has  kept  pace  with  the 
general  prosperity  and  progress  of  the  commonwealth,  and  is 
stronger   in   Ohio   to-day  than  ever  before." 

He  exercised  a  nice  discrimination  in  the  granting 
of  dispensations,  ten  applications  being  declined  by 
him.  For  a  new  Chapter  at  West  Milton  he  gave  con- 
sent, but  hesitated  at  an  application  from  sixty- two 
Companions   of  Cleveland. 

Commenting  on  the  action  of  the  young  Grand 
Chapter  of  New  Mexico  in  abandoning  the  Grand  Re- 
presentative system  he  said,  and  truly  : 

"  The  mere  fact  of  the  continued  non-attendance  of  Grand 
Representatives  upon  the  sessions  of  Grand  Chapters  should  not 
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condemn  the  system  of  Grand  Representation,  which  in  itself 
is  an  expression  of  fraternal  love,  gcod  will  and  reciprocal 
courtesies   between   Grand    Bodies." 

He  displayed  much  interest  in  the  matter  of  Chapter 
inspection  and  his  praiseworthy  efforts  resulted  in  de- 
ductions which  he  announced  for  future  amendment 
or  guidance. 

He  devoted  some  space  to  his  impressions  of  the 
General  Grand's  Triennial  and  incidental  festivities. 

The  address  closed  with  "a  word  to  the  Craft," 
which  was  both  choice  and  opportune. 

The  Grand  Secretary's  report  revealed  a  net  gain 
for  the  year  of  1492  being  the  greatest  in  the  history 
of  Grand  Chapter.  The  receipts  for  the  year  were 
$15,450,   the   expenditures   $14,517. 

The  Committee  on  Charters  approved  of  the  pro- 
posed new  Chapter  for  Cleveland,  and  it  will  be  named 
"McKinley". 

There  was  little  further  business  of  interest  before 
Grand  Chapter. 

Canada's  proceedings  for  1906  are  courteously  re- 
viewed in  M.E.  Companion  W.  M.  Cunningham's  valu- 
able report  on  Correspondence. 

In  a  "historical"  introduction  be  quotes  Dr.  W.  J. 
Chetwode  Crawley,  of  Dublin,  who,  addressing  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland,  claimed  for  the  Royal  Arch 
a  more  remote  antiquity  than  was  hitherto  accorded 
to  it  in  that  country. 

"  The  reminder  will  not  come  amiss  that  we  Irish  Free- 
masons have  an  historical  right  to  be  heard  on  the  authority  of 
the  Warrant,  and  the  institution  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree. 
The  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland  was  the  first  Grand  Lodge  in  the 
world  to  furnish  its  Ledges  with  Charters  as  evidence  of  their 
legal  constitution.  This  momentous  step  was  taken  just  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  years  ago.  Twelve  years  later,  the 
earliest  mention  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry — nay,  the  very  first 
collocation  of  the  wcrds  '  Royal  Arch  ' — cccur  in  the  chronicle 
of  an  Irish  Lodge." 

Is  it  not  also  on  record  that  the  words  "Royal  Arch" 
were  not  recognized  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland, 
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which  followed  the  lead  of  the  original  Grand  Lodge  of 
England,  and  that  a  certain  nobleman  holding  the 
position  of  Grand  Master  was  nearly  being  deposed  for 
suggesting  that  it  should  receive  official  countenance  ? 

Another  interesting  feature. of  the  paper  are  some 
quotations  from  the  late  Bro.  Bromwell's  "Restor- 
ations of  Masonic  Geometry  and  Symbolry,"  in  which 
it  is  claimed  that  the  title  Royal  Arch  had  its  origin 
with  the  "chest  or  coffer  of  the  Tabernacle"  and  its 
proper  pronunciation  is  "ark"  "But  when  we  use 
the  word  we  think  of  some  arched  structure  or  vault, 
instead  of  the  real  object,  the  sacred  coffer." 

"The  word  arch  is  only  a  different  form  of  spelling  ark  ;  and 
we  show  this  clearly  in  our  pronunciation  of  compound  and 
derivative  words  in  which  arch  appears,  for  in  almost  every 
instance  when  arch  is  followed  by  a  consonant,  as  in  archbishop , 
we  sound  the  ch  as  in  the  word  church,  but  when  a  vowel  follows 
we  pronounce  the  ch  as  k,  as  in  architect,  archangel,  etc." 

He  also  copies  from  an  address  to  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Rose  Croix  or  Prince  Masons  of  Ireland,  by  Rt.  Hon. 
Gerald  Fitzgibbon,  a  name  familiar  in  Canada,  to  show 
the  interdependent  relation  of  the  degrees  : 

"  Rose  Croix  Masonry  in  Ireland  existed  as  an  independent 
and  self-governing  institution  124  years  ago,  45  years  before  the 
Supreme  Council,  330,  was  created.  It  has  been  continuously 
working  and  prospering  ever  since.  Whence  it  came  is  uncer- 
tain. Some  thought  that  it  came  to  us  from  Bristol,  which  is 
said  to  hold  the  earliest  English  record  of  the  Rose  Croix." 

He  goes  on  to  say  that  one  of  the  Chapters  was 
proved  to  possess  an  antiquity  several  years  earlier 
than  any  extant  English  record.  The  object  of  the 
excerpt,    however,   lies   in   the   following  : 

"As  no  one  Chapter  can  have  more  than  33  members,  and 
no  member  can  be  admitted  (unless  by  special  dispensation) 
under  the  age  of  thirty-three  years,  or  until  he  has  been  a  Master 
Mason  for  seven  years,  and  as  we  admit  no  one  who  has  not 
received  all  the  degrees  of  the  Mark,  the  Royal  Arch,  and  the 
Temple,  we  may  justly  claim  to  regard  the  Rose  Croix  degree 
as  a  real  distinction,  to  be  conferred  with  scrupulous  care." 

This  sample  of  conservatism  in  Masonry,  as  prac- 
tised by  our  brethren  of  the  Green  Isle,  will  no  doubt 
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be  an  eye-opener  for  some  who.  affect  to  despise  their 
leisurely  methods. 

Their  care  and  exclusiveness  goes  even  further, 
for  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  may  not  solicit  the  degrees 
of  the  Temple,  nor  one  of  the  latter  those  of  the  Rose 
Croix.  The  mere  asking  for  them  shuts  the  applicant 
out  for  good.  From  another  source  we  copy  Dr  Craw- 
ley's explanation  of  the  method  which  he  directs  to  the 
enquirer,  Companion  Cunningham.  The  Order  of  the 
Temple  follows  the  Royal  Arch  in  the  sequence  of  the 
Irish  degrees,  the  candidates  being  at  least  two  years 
registered  R.  A.  Masons.     Dr    Crawley  says  : 

"  A  striking  peculiarity  in  our  method  is  that  the  candi- 
date himself  does  not  make  any  application  to  a  preceptory 
(Commandery).  Such  an  application  on  his  part  would  be 
taken  as  insolent,  and  would  bar  the  way  to  his  election 

"  The  candidate  is  proposed  without  his  knowledge,  one 
black-ball  excludes,  and  if  rejected  it  is  held  a  point  of  honour 
to  conceal  the  fact  that  the  candidate  has  been  proposed.  He 
goes  to  his  grave  without  knowing  that  his  name  has  ever  been 
before  a  preceptory. 

"  When  the  ballot  is  favorable  the  name  is  sent  forward 
for  consideration  by  Great  Priory  (Grand  Commandery),  and 
is  balloted  for  in  due  course.  If  again  favourable,  then,  and  not 
till  then,  is  any  intimation  given  to  the  candidate. 

"  The  Rose  Croix  (18  degrees,  A.A.Rite)  is  recruited  exclu- 
sively from  Knights  Templars,  or  as  it  is  briefly  styled,  the 
H.K.T.  That  is,  High  Knights  Templars,  the  original  style  of 
the  Order  when  it  is  first  met  with  in  Ireland,  more  than  a 
hundred  and  thirty  years  ago. 

"  The  Rose  Croix  (18  degrees)  came  to  Ireland  a  few  years 
later,  and  admitted  none  but  H.K.T.  to  the  Rose  Croix  degree. 
The  condition  has  been  exacted  from  all  candidates  from  that 
day  to  this,  so  that  the  Order  of  the  Temple  is  a  condition  pre- 
cedent of  the  candidate  for  our  Rose  Croix  Prince  Masons. 

"  Here  again  a  single  black-ball  excludes  ;  here  again  the 
candidate  elected  is  chosen  from  above,  without  his  knowledge  ; 
here  again  his  (personal)  application  would  be  considered  a  bar  ; 
here  again  the  candidate  elected  by  the  subordinate  Chapter  is 
submitted  to  ballot  in  the  parliament  or  congress  of  the  body, 
viz.:  "The  Grand  Chapter  of  Prince  Masons  (Rose  Croix)  of 
Ireland.' 

"  Nor  is  it  to  be  omitted  that  the  candidate  must  be  at  least 
seven  years  a  registered  subscribing  Master  Mason.     Now,  if  you 
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have  persevered  so  far  in  this  dull  summary,  you  will  understand 
how  it  comes  about  that_ there  are  barely  four  hundred  Rose 
Croix  Prince  Masons  in  Ireland,  and  how  it  is  that  the  eighteenth 
degree  of  the  A.  and  A.  Rite,  worked  after  the  Irish  manner,  is 
one  of  the  dearest  and  most  highly  prized  distinctions  it  is  pos- 
sible that  an  Irish  Freemason  can  possess." 

It  is  an  admirable  report  throughout  and  well  re- 
pays perusal,  and  here  we  will  close  with  his  parting 
words  to  the  West  Virginia  reviewer  : 

"  It  is  safe  to  say  that  those  who  find  fault  with  reports  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  under  the  pretext  of  their  expense,  are 
those  who  never  read  them." 

William  T    McLean,  Sidney,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Edwin   Hagenbuch,    Urbana,   Grand   Secretary. 

Oregon 

Chapters   .  .    28  Members   .  .    2,441 

The  address  of  Grand  High  Priest  Lot  L.  Pearce, 
at  the  Forty-seventh  Annual  Convocation  in  Portland, 
on  10th  June,  1907,  clearly  demonstrated  that  all  was 
happy  serenity  down  by  the  setting  sun. 

He  made  some  appointments,  issued  dispensations 
of  the  customary  order,  delivered  one  decision  of  little 
importance,  expressed  discomfort  at  the  lack  of  an 
official  seal,  and  told  of  one  official  visit. 

M.  E.  Companion  W.  Irving  Latimer,  Past  Grand 
High  Priest  of  Michigan,  and  M.  E.  Companion  Edward 
B.  Bracy,  Grand  High  Priest  of  South  Dakota,  made 
a  friendly  call  and  were  hospitably  received. 

The  Grand  Secretary  reported  that  all  the  Chapters 
made  reports  and  paid  their  dues,  and  all  except  five 
show  a  gain  in  membership  and  material  prosperity. 

There  was  little  else  to  call  for  outside  comment. 
Peace  and  progress  are  apparent,  or,  to  use  the  genial 
Correspondent's  view  of  things  :  "In  a  general  way 
times  are  good,  the  Rite  is  prosperous  and  the  most 
perfect  harmony  prevails  in  nearly  all  parts  of  the 
Capitular  world.  ' 
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And  what  a  barren  volume  'twould  be  withuot 
Companion  Hodson's  breezy  and  entertaining  contribu- 
tion. His  approval  of  many  features  of  our  doings  in 
1907  is  marked,  and  he  has  a  pleasant  word  for  Canada. 

"  Companion  Geo.  J.  Bennett,  Grand  Scribe  E.,  again  wields 
the  pen  of  instruction  to  the  extent  of  118  pages,  well  filled. 
Oregon  for  1906  comes  in  for  most  courteous  review.  He  very 
properly  rejoiced  that  our  Grand  High  Priest  was  of  Canadian 
parentage,  remarking  '  blood  will  tell.'  All  right,  we  have  lots 
of  good  men  in  Oregon,  who  sprung  from  Canadian  parents,  who 
knew  enough  to  come  to  the  best  country  on  earth." 

There's  something  in  that,  although  he  neglects  to 
advance  a  reason  why  so  many  are  in  a  hurry  to  get 
back    again. 

"  He  endorses  our  idea  that  the  presence  of  the  P.M.  degree 
in  the  American  system  was  purely  the  work  of  Webb  and  his 
co-workers.  As  to  its  being  properly  termed  a  '  landmark  ' 
would  depend  upon  the  definition  of  the  term.  The  degree 
itself  might  be  termed  a  landmark  with  relation  to  the  passing 
the  chairs  of  a  Blue  Lodge,  but  its  adoption  into  the  American 
system  would  hardly  come  under  that  head,  as  the  time  and 
authority  of  its  adoption  are  pretty  well  known. 

"  He  is  not  an  advocate  of  dependent  membership,  and 
does  not  hanker  after  stage  effects  in  Masonry,  and  thinks  that 
the  Masons  of  the  "United  States  are  inclined  to  appropriate  all 
the  glory,  all  the  honors  and  to  claim  all  the  credit  for  the  great 
system  of  Masonic  teachings,  and  when  he  quotes  some  of  the 
oratorical  efforts  in  evidence  we  don't  blame  him." 

He  defends  the  dispensating  power  under  Indiana 
as  follows  : 

"  We  beg  to  ask  what  a  Grand  High  Priest  or  chief  executive 
officer  is  for,  if  it  is  not  to  take  cognizance  of  emergent  conditions 
which  are  liable  to  arise  when  the  Grand  Chapter  is  not  in  session? 
Our  Grand  High  Priest  is  authorized  to  suspend  any  by-law  when 
it  conflicts,  for  the  time  being,  with  the  best  interests  of  the  Craft 
and  the  fact  that  his  action  was  approved  is,  or  ought  to  be,  con- 
sidered ample  evidence  that  he  was  right," 

He  comments  freely  and  spicily  but  with  excellent 
judgment  withal.  Moreover  he  can  be  serious  and 
severe  where  criticism  is  necessary,  and  he  gives  of  his 
store  of  knowledge  unselfishly.     In  this  connection  he 
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contributes  a  historical  sketch  of£the  Royal  Arch  of 
no  little  interest  because  of  its  accurate  conciseness. 
Perusing  it  we  notice  the  following  : 

"  The  actual  origin  of  the  Most  Excellent  degree  is  to  some 
extent  obscure,  but  the  best  evidence  we  have  been  able  to 
secure  indicates  that  Webb  and  his  immediate  assistants  made 
up  the  degree  prior  to  the  organization  of  any  Grand  Chapters." 

This  view  of  it  was  ancient  and  accepted  until  the 
issue  recently  of  Mackey's  uncompleted  history  which 
gives  a  date  of  conferring  that  degree  prior  to  the  year 
that  Webb  received  the  Royal  Arch.  Here  is  furnished 
the  remarkable  fact  of  a  writer  directly  contradicting 
his  own  previous  statement  without  adding  a  satisfying 
explanation.  As  the  work  is  to  a  large  extent  post- 
humous, the  aroma  of  doubt  is  apt  to  rise  and  linger. 
We  know  that  there  were  "Excellent  Master"  degrees 
of  various  hues  and  design  for  years  before  Webb  was 
to  the  fore  and  their  identity  even  now  cannot  be  de- 
termined. The  Mackay  statement  that  Webb  was 
the  author  of  the  present  day  Most  Excellent  Master 
was  accepted  for  too  long  a  period  to  be  jolted  now 
by  a  recent  assertion  said  to  emanate  from  the  same 
source. 

His  opinion  of  Scotland's  attitude  with  regard  to 
the  budding  Grand  Chapters  in  the  colonies  is  not 
what  one  would  characterize  as  fulsome  flattery. 

"  If  the  failure  of  American  Grand  bodies  to  recognize  these 
newly  formed  Grand  Lodges  and  Chapters  were  fatal  to  their 
success  or  permanence,  we  should  regard  such  failure  as  very 
little  short  of  Masonic  criminality,  but  it  is  not.  A  few  have 
already  recognized  each  and  all  of  them,  and  every  year  a  few 
others  will  fall  into  line  until  soon  a  majority  of  us  will  be  ranged 
on  the  right  side.  Our  action  can  have  but  little  effect  any  way, 
perhaps  none  whatever,  on  the  Scotchman,  and  he  is  the  fellow 
who  is  the  cause  of  all  the  trouble.  England  has  in  nearly  all 
cases  we  ever  knew  of  played  fair.  Ireland  has  even  gone 
to  the  extent  of  manifesting  real  fraternal  consideration  for  her 
children  in  the  colonies,  but  Scotland  has  not  a  single  case  in 
which  she  ever  did  right.  She  is  stingy,  greedy  and  stubborn, 
and  never  spent  a  cent  for  the  benefit  of  her  colonial  lodges  nor 
surrendered  a  penny  of  taxes  levied  upon  them  until  forced  to  do 
so  by  actual  rebellion  ;  and  she  was  just  sly  enough  to  get  Eng- 
land and  Ireland  to  go  into  combination  with  her  a  few  years  ago, 
by  which  they  agreed  not  to  recognize  until  all  three  should  act 
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together,  since  when  not  a  single  recognition  has  been  effected. 
"  The  mills  of  the  gods  grind  slow,  but  exceeding  fine  "  ;  and  in 
the  future,  and  it  may  not  be  as  distant  as  it  now  seems,  right 
and  justice  will  prevail,  and  in  the  day  of  separation  and  the 
erection  of  a  great  English-speaking  nation  in  Australia,  who  shall 
measure  the  influence  this  rank  Masonic  injustice  may  have  in 
alienating   the   colonists   from   the   British   government. 

F.  W.  Davis,  Union,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Jas.  F.  Robinson,  Eugene,  Grand  Secretary. 

Pennsylvania 

Chapters     .  .     127  Members   .  .    26  691. 

At  the  quarterly  Convocations  which  preceded  the 
"Annual  Grand"  on  27th  December  1906  much  routine 
business  was  effected  and  thus  eases  the  work  before 
the  St.  John's  Day  gathering  besides  keeping  alive 
the  interest.  At  each,  one  of  the  degrees  is  exemplified 
and  in  this  regard  a  benefit  is  effected  on  behalf  of  those 
who    desire   instruction. 

At  the  June  Quarterly  announcement  was  made 
that  ninety- two  Chapters  had  contributed  four  thousand 
and  fifty  dollars  and  fifty  cents  to  the  relief  fund  for  the 
San  Francisco  sufferers  by  earthquake  and  fire,  a  noble 
instance  of  practical  fraternity. 

A  petition  was  received  from  twenty-six  Royal 
Arch  Masons  for  a  warrant  for  a  new  Chapter  to  be 
held  at  Hanover,  York  county  and  M.  E.  Companion 
Isaac  F.  Stidham  P.G.H.P.  of  Connecticut  addressed 
Grand  Chapter  in  his  usual  forcible  and  very  happy 
manner  for  the  good  of  Freemasonry  in  general  and 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  particular." 

At  the  next  Quarterly  the  petition  from  Hanover 
was  knocked  out  and  in  December  the  death  of  Past 
Grand  High  Priest  William  C.  Hamilton  M.D.  was 
announced.     He  presided  in  1879. 

There  was  a  fine  gathering  on  St.  John's  Day.  Grand 
Treasurer  Thos.  R.  Patton  Representative  of  the 
Grand  Chapters  of  Scotland  and  Canada  was  among 
those  who  enjoyed  the  reunion.     Never  again  will  he 
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foregather  with  his  Companions  at  that  festival.  He 
has  obeyed  the  inevitable  call  and  gone  to  his  long 
rest.  But  Thomas  Rankin  Patton's  name  will  live  for 
all  time  and  the  Masons  of  Pennsylvania  will  cherish 
the   memory   of   a   good   man. 

By  the  deceased  Companion's  will,  his  wealth  which 
was  great,  goes  to  the  founding  of  a  school  for  the 
orphan  boys  of  Masons.  It  directs  that  the  Home  to 
be  established  be  known  as  the  "Thomas  Rankin  Patton 
Masonic  Institution  for  Boys,"  and  be  erected  as  a 
memorial  to  his  son,  Thomas  Graham  Patton,  who 
died  Nov.  2,  1877. 

"  And  insasmuch  as  my  design  and  wish  is  that  such  insti- 
tution shall  be  thoroughly  Masonic  in  all  its  parts  and  relations, 
I  especially  recommend,  desire  and  request  that,  so  far  as  prac- 
ticable in  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  herein  and  hereby 
reposed  in  the  said  Grand  Ledge,  all  the  instructors,  officers  and 
employes  of,  in  and  about  the  said  institution  shall,  if  male,  be 
Master  Masons  in  good  standing,  and  that  the  females,  if  any, 
shall  be  the  mothers,  widows,  daughters,  sisters  or  wives  of  such 
Masons." 

Words  are  not  required  to  testify  to  the  worth  of 
such  a  man.     There  is  his  monument. 

Grand  Chaplain  Richard  H.  Wharton  was  another 
who  "laid  down  to  pleasant  dreams,"  seeking  rest  on 
May  9,  1906. 

Grand  High  Priest  J.  Henry  Williams  presented  an 
address  detailing  his  official  acts  among  which  a  num- 
ber of  decisions  appear.  One  of  them  ruled  against 
an  applicant  who  was  deaf  and  another  who  had  lost 
"a  part  of  the  index  finger  of  the  left  hand." 

To  support  his  views  of  physical  perfection  he  first 
pronounces  it  a  landmark,  and  quotes  from  Moses 
down  to  Pennsylvania's  "Ahiman  Rezon"  in  support 
of  the  perfect  youth.     A  landmark  cannot  be   touched. 

"  There  is  no  inherent  right  in  any  Master  Mason  to  receive 
the  degree  of  membership  in  a  Chapter .  The  Chapter  is  an 
entirely  separate  organization  from  the  lodge.  It  has  its  own 
laws  and  its  own  rules  to  govern  it.  The  mere  fact  that  a  man 
is  a  Master  Mason  does  not  require  that  he  must  be  admitted  to 
a    Chapter. 
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He  must  petition  as  when  seeking  to  be  made  a  Mason. 
Inquiry  must  be  had,  a  report  made,  and  he  must  pass  the  test 
of  the  ballot. 

There  are  no  degrees  in  physical  perfection.  The  candi- 
date is  either  physically  perfect  or  he  is  not.  The  slightest 
maim,  blemish  or  defect  destroys  the  perfection  and  renders  him 
imperfect . 

The  history  and  symbolism  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree  demand 
physical  perfection  to  the  fullest  extent.  I  therefore  decide 
that  the  same  physical  perfection  required  of  the  candidate  to  be 
a  Mason  is  required  for  the  Capitular  degrees. 

This  calls  to  mind  the  recital  of  Dr.  Oliver's  "Ideal 
Mason,"  by  an  enthusiastic  clergyman  on  a  Masonic 
occasion  when  there  were  a  number  of  recently  initiated 
young  Craftsmen  present.  The  orator's  delivery  was 
of  the  ornate  kind  and  his  auditory  was  profoundly 
impressed.  Anxious  to  know  how  it  affected  a  friend 
among  the  tyros,  the  writer  subsequently  asked  him 
his  opinion.  "Yes,"  he  replied,  "I  was  affected  by  it, 
diction  and  delivery  were  grand,  but  it  strikes  me  that 
the  man  so  beautifully  described  there  has  yet  to  be 
born." 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  in  our  opinion,  is  too  exact- 
ing, for  if  his  views  were  carried  out  to  the  letter,  Pennsyl- 
vania's net  gain  annually  would  fall  off  to  an  alarming 
extent.  The  blemish  that  requires  the  aid  of  the  den- 
tist and  optician  is  as  much  an  imperfection  as  that 
which  requires  artificial  attachments  elsewhere.  In 
this  jurisdiction  we  are  satisfied  if  the  candidate  in 
mind  and  limb  is  apparently  sound  and  can  meet  all 
the  requirements  of  the  degrees  intellectually  and 
physically. 

The  imperative  selection  of  a  mark  engaged  not 
a  little  of  his  attention.  Hundreds  of  letters  had  been 
written  by  him  during  the  year,  and  the  reports  of  the 
secretaries  showed  that  there  had  been  1,428  marks 
recorded    leaving  1,709  unrecorded. 

His  successor    M.   E.   Companion  W.   B.   Meredith 
was  equally  emphatic  on  this  point  and  urged  suspen- 
sion  as   the   only   and   just   remedy   for   neglecting   an 
obligated  duty. 
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The  lack  of  proper  ambition  in  the  average  Master 
Mason  to  urge  him  to  the  completion  of  his  Masonic 
knowledge  gives  him  some  concern  and  he  deplores 
the  absence  of  due  instruction  in  the  lodge  which  checks 
progress  and  puts  a  damper  on  enthusiasm.  His 
predecessor's  remarks  under  physical  perfection  might 
be  construed  by  some  as  chilly  encouragement. 

"  The  work  of  this  Jurisdiction  belongs  solely  to  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  we  are  proud  of  its  antiquity  and  proud  to  have  it 
distinguished  from  all  others  by  being  termed  "  Pennsylvania 
Work.  "  Our  aim  and  object  should  be  to  preserve  it  in  its 
purity  as  it  has  come  down  to  us,  from  its  first  introduction  in 
this    Jurisdiction." 

But  has  it  ?  This  is  a  point  on  which  a  little  en- 
lightenment would  satisfy  much  curiosity.  A  hundred 
and  fifty  years  is  a  long  way  to  look  back  and  if  the  work 
in  Pennsylvania  was  then  as  it  is  now,  we  are  willing 
to  concede  every  claim  to  the  pride  of  which  he  boasts. 

Five  Companions  of  rare  experience  and  undoubted 
talent  comprise  the  Committee  on  Correspondence — 
they  omit  the  word  "Foreign  "  and  their  united  labors 
result  in  a  very  delightful  report.  M.  E.  Companion 
Henderson  as  usual  takes  the  lead  in  the  alphabet  and 
his  share  of  the  work  embraces  Canada.  Under  Ala- 
bama he  objects  to  a  proposed  legislation  giving  extra- 
ordinary power  to  the  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest 
menacing  the  dignity  of  the  premier  position. 

"  The  Grand  High  Priest  of  Pennsylvania  is  supreme  in 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  his  jurisdiction.  He  is  governed  only 
by  the  Royal  Arch  landmarks  and  the  Constitution  of  his  Grand 
Chapter.  No  one  dictates  to  him  what  to  do.  He  does  as  he 
pleases." 

Four  of  his  pages  he  gives  to  Canada  for  1906.  It  is 
a  very  complete  review.  He  will  not  agree  with  us  in 
our  view  of  dependent  membership.  We  didn't  expect 
that  he  would  but  he  contributes  an  argument  in  our 
favor  just  the  same  and  repeats  one  of  our  supporting 
pleas  against  the  innovation. 

"  No  man  can  be  certain  what  the  landmarks,  beyond  a 
few  that  are  well  established,  are,  while  the  Ancient  Charges 
are  written  and  anyone  can  read  them.  They  state  that  every 
Mason  ought  to  belong  to  some  Lodge  and  the  Grand  Lodge 
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of  Pennsylvania,  as  long  ago  as  1804,  emphasied  the  statement. 
It  used  no  compulsion,  but  stated  what  it  believed.  Some 
over-zealous  brethren  have  substituted  the  word  "  must  "  for 
"  ought,"  which  they  had  no  right  to  do." 

The  writer  cannot  agree  with  Companion  Bennett  as  to  the 
meaning  of  the  prefix  "  free  "  as  applied  to  Masonry.  He  seems 
to  think  that  Masonry  is  free  to  every  man  to  come  when  he 
pleases  and  leave  when  he  pleases.  That  he  is  free  to  enter  when 
he  pleases,  with  the  consent  of  the  Lodge  to  which  he  applies,  we 
will  agree.  That  he  is  free  to  go  when  he  pleases  with  or  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Lodge,  we  will  also  agree.  It  is  impossible 
to  keep  him  if  he  wants  to  get  out.  But  if  he  chooses  to  go  out 
he  forfeits  certain  privileges  which  as  a  member  of  a  Lodge  he 
possesses,  such  for  instance  as  appearing  in  public  in  Masonic 
processions,  the  right  to  Masonic  relief,  and  Masonic  burial. 

And  this  writer  entertains  the  suspicion  that  Comp. 
.Henderson  and  ourselves  will  yet  be  in  line,  for  to  all  of 
the  above  we   cheerfully  subscribe.     Then  he  resumes  : 

But  in  the  mind  of  the  writer,  the  prefix  "  Free  "  as  applied 
to  Masonry,  has  a  different  meaning  from  that  applied  to  it 
by  Comp.  Bennett,  that  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  candidate's 
freedom  of  action.  One  of  the  first  things  we  learned  in  Masonry 
was  that  the  applicant  must  be  freeborn,  that  is  not  born  a  slave. 
Thus  Freemasonry  is  composed  of  freemen,  and  that  idea  has 
never  been  erased  from  our  mind.  In  the  ritual  of  initiation  it 
is  stated  as  one  of  the  qualifications  of  the  applicant  that  he  is 
"  freeborn."     That  is  our  idea  of  what  Fmmasonry  is." 

That  was  the  idea  of  Masonry  in  its  operative  phase 
whence  we  sprung.  The  framers  of  the  first  code  of 
regulations  in  the  early  years  of  the  eighteenth  century 
modelled  it,  we  are  told,  on  that  of  the  Steinmetzen. 
Their  rules,  as  well  as  those  of  the  guilds  of  operatives 
in  England,  provided  for  freedom  of  birth  for  although 
the  day  of  the  thrall,  or  serf,  had  about  passed  away 
the  old  time  provision  was  adhered  to  in  all  cases  of 
apprenticeship.  With  the  new  order  of  things  how- 
ever, the  old  terms  took  on  a  different  meaning  and, 
like  the  working  tools,  were  symbolized  for  the  nobler 
purposes  of  shaping  our  minds  and  actions.  Hence 
any  kind  of  compulsion  is  repugnant  to  the  principles 
of  the  Craft  and  that  is  our  idea  of  what  Free- Masonry  is. 

The  "conclusion"  to  this  entertaining  review  is 
written  by  Companion  Stockton  Bates.  He  has  some- 
thing to  say  of  the  attitude  of  Pennsylvania  towards 
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the  visiting  Companion  of  a  foreign  jurisdiction  who 
lacks  the  M.  E.  M.  degree,  an  exclusiveness  which,  to 
our  mind,  is  not  flattering  to  Pennsylvania,  and  to  use 
his  own  words  "plays  hob  with  the  pleasing  fable, 
'Masonry  round  the  globe'  "  Referring  to  English 
methods,    he   says  : 

"It  is  the  custom  in  England  for  each  member  present  to 
bear  his  share  of  the  expense  of  any  entertainment  given ;  in 
other  words  "  to  pay  his  footing,"  as  they  say  there.  Hence,  a 
visitor  should  be  sure  of  his  invitation  and  his  welcome  before- 
hand, otherwise  his  visit  will  involve  some  involuntary  Com- 
panion in  the  expense  necessary  to  pay  his  charge,  for  there  is 
no   general   fund   from  which  to   draw.". 

Because  that  general  fund  is  devoted  to  better 
purposes  than  the  banquet  table.  Our  English  brethren 
set  an  example  in  this  respect  that  might  well  be  copied 
by  "Masonry  round  the  globe  "  Their  devotion  to  the 
cause  of  benevolence  is  so  keen  that  lodge  funds,  after 
paying  the  current  expenses,  are  invariably  devoted 
to  aid  in  the  maintenance  of  those  noble  charitable 
institutions  which  one  must  see  and  inspect  to  realize 
their  greatness.  This  writer  has  been  a  frequent  visitor 
to  lodges  in  England  and  learned  to  appreciate  the 
methods  he  witnessed  at  their  true  value.  The  welcome 
accorded  him  never  failed  in  its  warmth  and  cordiality, 
and  this  many  years  before  he  attained  to  any  official 
distinction.  They  regard  their  lodge  in  its  utilitarian 
sense,  not  as  a  degree  factory  or  an  adjunct  to  the 
junketting  hall.  There  is  an  ever-present  rivalry  as 
to  lodge  supremacy  in  the  praiseworthy  art  of  "giving," 
towards  the  benefit  either  of  the  orphan  or  the  indigent. 

Coincidently  with  the  perusal  of  Companion  Bates' 
remarks  a  recent  copy  of  the  London  Freemason  came 
under  our  optic  where  we  observed  an  editorial  reply 
to  another  American  "opinion"  on  this  identical  subject. 
Here  is  the  extract,  and  we  close  with  it,  hoping  that 
Companion  Bates  will  experience  a  change  of  heart. 

"  The  writer  is  also  incorrect  in  stating  that  visitations  are 
not  encouraged  in  English  lodges,  and  that  it  is  '  bad  form  for 
a  brother  to  attend  a  lodge  without  an  invitation.'  Every 
brother  from  whatever  province,  district  or  foreign  jurisdiction, 
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is  gladly  welcomed,  but  it  is  naturally  the  custom  for  any  brother 
inviting  a  guest  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  refreshments  which  follows 
labor.  This  rule  obtains  rather  more  freely  in  London  than  in 
the  provinces,  for  in  the  latter  case,  the  lodges  probably  meet 
every  month,  and  the  refreshment,  except  on  installation  night, 
is   of  a  light  and   inexpensive   character." 

Wm.  B.  Meredith,  Kittanning,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Charles  Carey,   Philadelphia,  Grand  Secretary. 
Quebec 

Chapters   .  .    n.  Members    .  .    1,039. 

A  worthy  Companion  was  lost  to  Quebec  when  death 
sommoned  Companion  Edson  Fitch  who  was  Grand 
First  Principal  in  1887.  He  was  of  New  England  birth 
and  of  a  family  who  came  out  to  the  colonies  in  1634. 
Deceased  who  was  also  Past  Grand  Master  served  with 
distinction  in  the  American  civil  war  and  was  mustered 
out  in  1864  having  been  in  twenty-seven  engagements, 
badly  wounded  in  the  Battle  of  the  Wilderness,  and 
retiring  while  acting  Assistant  Inspector  General  and 
Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Second  Division  of  the  Second  Army 
Corps. 

In  business  and  social  circles  Companion  Fitch,  who 
was  a  manufacturer,  occupied  one  of  the  most  prominent 
positions  in  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  He  was 
a  director  of  both  the  Quebec  Bank  and  the  Quebec  and 
Levis  Ferry  Company. 

In  referring  to  their  loss  M.E.  Companion  John 
McLean  Grand  Z.  to  the  Thirtieth  Annual  Convocation 
at  Montreal  on  the  26th  March    1907    said  : 

"  Edson  Fitch  was  a  man  among  men.  His  heart  was  as 
large  as  his  stature  and  as  open  as  his  pocket  to  the  cry  of  di  s- 
tress.  He  was  a  broad  man,  and  as  big  mentally  as  he  was 
physically.  His  word  was  his  bond.  Deceit  and  dishonor  were 
loathsome  to  him.  He  was  true  to  himself,  true  to  his  friends 
and  true  to  Masonry.     May  he  rest  in  peace." 

The  Grand  Z.  was  a  good  visitor  and  saw  something 
of  nearly  all  the  Chapters  which  he  considered  as  giving 
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evidences  of  steady  advancement,  the  officers  in  each 
endeavoring  conscientiously  to  perforin  their  duty. 
His   official   acts   otherwise   were   light. 

The  Grand  Superintendent's  reports  were  full  and 
interesting.  They  indicate  that  the  zeal  of  the  veteran 
R.E.  Companion  Col.  A.  A.  Stevenson  as  a  visitor 
continues  unabated — a  grand  example  for  the  younger 
Companions. 

Grand  Scribe  E.  Whyte's  report  showed  an  increase 
in  membership  and  funds  and  Grand  Lecturer  Phillips 
did  excellent  work  as  an  instructor  his  report  being  a 
very  gratifying  narrative  : 

"  It  appears  to  me  that  Capitular  Masonry  is  receiving 
much  consideration  from  the  Companions  of  this  jurisdiction, 
and  as  a  result,  they  have  higher  and  clearer  conceptions  of  the 
worth  and  true  meaning  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch,  the  last  and 
most  important  degree,  and  regard  it  more  as  the  climax  of 
Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  than  as  a  qualifying  degree  for  entrance 
into  the  more  ornate  Concordant  Orders  of  Freemasonry, 
erroneously  termed  the  higher  degrees  of  Masonry." 

"  The  great  interest  taken  by  the  officers  and  companions 
in  the  conferring  of  degrees  was  made  especially  evident  to  me 
on  two  recent  occasions.  I  was  present  in  a  city  Chapter  one 
evening  when  the  three  Overseers  and  Junior  Deacon  were 
absent.  The  W.M.  called  upon  four  Companions  (who  were  not 
past  officers)  to  fill  these  chairs,  and  during  the  conferring  of 
the  degree,  and  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  lodge,  I  could  not 
see  that  the  work  suffered  in  the  slightest  on  account  of  the  intro- 
duction of  the  new  men." 

Other  similar  cases  he  mentioned  all  of  which  goes 
to  establish  his  belief  in  added  interest.  It  is  not  sur- 
prising to  learn  that  Companion  Phillips  was  continued 
in  an  office  which  he  was  made  to  adorn. 

The  special   Committee  on  Regalia  reported 

"  That  after  due  consideration  of  the  subject,  we  respect- 
fully ask  your  Grand  Body  to  permit  and  authorize  subordinate 
Chapters  to  supplement  their  clothing  by  wearing  head-dresses 
as  herein  described,  the  adoption  and  wearing  of  such  to  be 
optional  with  each  individual  Chapter. 

There  has  always  prevailed  a  feeling  that  the  leading 
officers  were  insufficiently  costumed  and  that  the  robes 
without  the  headpiece  were  not  representative  enough. 
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This  view  was  taken  by  Grand  Chapter  which  at  once 
agreed  to  the  recommendation.  The  "  crowning " 
feature  of  the  regal  and  other  costumes  which  in  future 
will  cover  the  transgressions  and  bald  spots  of  the 
"  princes   and  rulers  "   are  thus   described  : 

"  First  Principal  Z.— Gold  Plated  or  Gilt  Crown,  Eastern 
pattern  with  7  points  or  spikes  rising  from  the  central  band  which 
may  have  jewel  stone  setting  in  same.  Crown  to  be  filled  with 
scarlet  velvet,  or  same  material  as  robe  worn  by  the  Z. 

Second  Principal  H. — Turban  of  purple  same  material  as 
robe.     Turban  to  be  high  with  roll  same  material  as  robe. 

Third  Principal  J. — Mitre  of  Jewish  pattern  of  blue  velvet 
or  silk,  same  material  as  robe,  and  to  have  band  of  white  silk  or 
velvet  around  the  bottom,  trimmed  with  open  work  gold  lace. 
Mitre  to  have  a  curtain  of  white  silk  falling  over  shoulders. 
Curtain  may  be  trimmed  with  gold  fringe  one  £  inch  wide." 

Scribes. — Coronet  of  scarlet  velvet,  3  pointed  pattern  with 
band  of  half  inch  gold  lace  around  bottom.  The  upper  edges  of 
Coronets  to  be  trimmed  in  gold  cord  one  eighth  of  an  inch  thick. 

Sojourners. — Coronets  3  pointed  pattern  of  white  velvet, 
or  same  material  as  robe,  to  be  trimmed  with  gold  band  around 
bottom,  one  half  inch  wide,  and  top  to  have  one  eighth  inch  gold 
cord  around  edges. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  sum  of  $2,500.00  of  the 
Benevolent  Fund  account  be  invested  in  approved  trust 
fund  securities  and  that  three  trustees  for  the  execution 
of  same  be  appointed. 

The  Grand  Lecturer  extended  a  hearty  request  on 
behalf  of  the  Montreal  Companions  for  all  the  Com- 
panions to  adjourn  to  the  banquet  hall  which  doubtless 
they  did. 

Under  Alabama  that  genial  and  kindly  reporter 
M.  E.  Comp.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers  replying  to  a  comment 
on  the  portrait  of  Quebec's  own  "  Shon  McLean  "  the 
active  Grand  Z.,    says — 

"  We  can  assure  him  that  it  is  also  that  of  a  good  man  and  a 
good  craftsman,  as  becomes  one  who  is  an  extremely  well-known 
master  builder  from  one  end  of  our  broad  Dominion  to  the  other, 
both  in  operative  and   in  speculative  Masonry." 
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Canada  for  1907  receives  as  usual  a  more  than 
generous  share  of  notice  our  "  acts  and  transactions  " 
being  favorably  commended. 

"  Companion  Bennett  is  also  the  Grand  Chapter  reveiwer, 
and  the  report  now  before  us  is  one  of  the  best  we  have  seen  from 
his  pen.  We  have  appropriated  from  him  some  facts  concerning 
a  few  jurisdictions  whose  reports  have  not  reached  us,  and  have 
reason  to  thank  him  also  for  very  courteous  notice  of  Quebec's 
proceedings  and  of  our  own  report." 

After  that  what  can  we  do  but  assure  the  good  Com- 
panion that  if  there  is  anything  else  lying  around  loose 
and  that  we  do  not  urgently  require,  he  is  welcome  to 
continue   the   pleasant   exercise   of   "  appropriating." 

Many  interesting  passages  are  to  be  found  in  his 
report  among  others  the  lengthy  comment  of  the 
Louisiana  reviewer  on  the  decision  of  M.E.  Comp. 
Channell  P.G.Z.  with  regard  to  opening  a  regular 
meeting  of  the  Chapter  in  the  R.A.  degree  when  there 
was  only  work  in  the  preliminary  degrees  to  do.  We 
had  expressed  agreement  with  the  decision  else  our 
inclination  to  pass  by  might  not  have  been  arrested. 
We  just  pause  to  excuse  interference  by  stating  why  we 
agreed.  The  Louisiana  man's  contention  is  that  the 
charter  being  the  great  authority  and  sanction  under 
which  all  the  work  is  done,  that  any  unit  of  it  may  be 
exercised  independent  of  the  remainder. 

With  us  each  Chapter  is  governed  by  by-laws  as 
well  as  by  the  regulations  of  Grand  Chapter.  One  of 
these  is  that  the  Chapter  shall  meet  periodically  to  con- 
duct business.  These  stated  occasions  are  called 
"  regular  "  convocations  and  at  them  the  ordinary 
business  of  the  Chapter  is  conducted  and  in  them  the 
minutes  are  confirmed  and  recorded  under  the  presiding 
genius  of  the  First  Principal  and  his  colleagues.  Such 
business  could  not  be  relegated  to  a  lodge  of  Mark 
Masters  or  Most  Excellent  Masters  as  their  meetings  are 
opened  for  degree  purposes  only. 

Moreover  if  the  Companions  are  summoned  to 
attend  a  special  "  Convocation  "  where  the  work  is  only 
in  the  preliminary  degrees   the  letter  of  the  summons  is 
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obeyed  and  the  Chapter  opened  first.  The  regulations 
however  provide  that  a  lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons 
or  otherwise  may  be  opened  for  work  in  that  degree 
without  a  prior  opening  of  the  Chapter,  but  the  sum- 
mons calling  the  meeting  defines  its  character  as  a 
special  lodge  meeting    not  a  special  "  Convocation.'  ' 

John   McLean,    Montreal,    Grand   Z. 

Will   H.   Whyte,   Montreal,   Grand  Scribe  E. 

Rhode  island 

Chapters    .  .    10.  Members   .  .   3,220. 

Sixty-five  Companions  gathered  at  Providence  on 
13th  March,  1906,  to  engage  in  the  business  of  the  One 
hundred  and  eighth  Annual  Convocation,  and  in  doing 
that  business  the  value  of  time  was  ever  before  them. 

The  address  of  Grand  High  Priest  Wilson  was  com- 
prised in  three  pages  and  the  reports  of  the  Grand  King, 
Grand  Lecturer  and  Grand  Secretary  about  three  more. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  visited  most  of  the  Chapters 
and  reported  well  of  them.  His  dispensations  and  other 
official  doings  were  few. 

He  called  attention  to  the  fact,  of  which  he  was 
apprised  by  the  Grand  Lecturer,  that  somebody  was 
attempting  to  "improve  the  work"  and  that  "pencil 
notations"  had  spoiled  its  pristine  beauty.  Referring 
to   this  the   Grand   Lecturer  said  : 

"  With  possibly  one  or  two  exceptions,  all  of  the  Chapters 
are  fortunate  in  possessing  officers  who  have  a  high  sense  of  their 
responsibility  and  a  determination  to  do  creditable  work. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  there  should  be  any  excep- 
tion to  this  rule,  and  I  sincerely  trust  that  this  may  be  remedied 
in  the  coming  year." 

The  Committee  on  the  Address  thereafter  expressed 
opinion  that  the  work  of  Grand  Chapter  as  written  and 
adopted  some  years  ago  had  never  been  changed  by 
vote  of  Grand  Chapter,  and  any  changes  made  have  been 
unauthorized.  A  committee  of  one  was  appointed  to 
restore  the  work  to  its  former  state. 
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The  following  resolution  was  adopted,  and  Can- 
adian Companions  who  may  journey  southward  and 
sojourn  in  "Little  Rhody"  will  take  notice  that  their 
"pawchment"  will  be  necessary  should  they  desire  to 
visit  a  Chapter. 

"That  Subordinate  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction  shall  not 
examine  any  person  presenting  himself  as  a  visitor,  unless  he 
shall  first  give  satisfactory  proof  by  documentary  evidence  that 
he  is  a  regular  Mason. 

Such  documentary  evidence  shall  be  either  a  diploma  or 
certificate  from  a  Grand  Lodge  recognized  as  such  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  ;  or  a  diploma  or  certificate  from  a 
Grand  Chapter,  recognized  as  such  by  the  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Rhode  Island  ;  but  if  such  visitor  hails  from  a  Chapter 
in  this  jurisdiction,  then  a  receipt  for  his  dues  with  the  seal  of  said 
Chapter  thereon,  or  a  certificate  from  the  Secretary  of  said 
Chapter,   may  be  accepted  as  sufficient." 

It  was  voted  that  a  Past  Grand  High  Priest's 
jewel  and  apron  be  procured  and  presented  to  the  out- 
going Grand  High  Priest,  also  that  Past  Grand  High 
Priests'  aprons  be  procured  for  such  Past  Grand  High 
Priests  as  have  not  already  received  them,  and  a  com- 
mittee for  that  purpose  was  appointed. 

With  a  rapidity  that  only  Rhode  Island  can  boast, 
the  decoration  was  procured  and  before  a  cat  could 
well  get  through  the  feat  of  licking  her  ear,  the  Grand 
High  Priest  had  presented  the  jewel  and  apron  to 
M.  E.  Frank  B.  Wilson,  who  expressed  his  appreciation 
of  the  same  in  a  few  well-chosen  words  of  thanks. 

M.  E.  Comp.  Rev.  Henry  Rugg,  D.D.,  is  again  the 
pleasing  and  instructive  reviewer.  Like  others  of  the 
guild  he  is  of  the  opinion  that  misconstruction  might 
be  placed  upon  the  title  "Foreign  Correspondence." 
Yet  it  has  been  there  for  many  years  and  we  have  not 
heard  of  any  serious  entanglement  from  its  use.  We 
believe  with  him  that  it  will  serve  a  while  longer.  In 
his  own  jurisdiction  it  has  done  duty  for  over  eighty 
years. 

Canada  for  1906  receives  careful  attention  and  our 
methods  in  several  instances  command  his  approval. 
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"  Companion  George  J.  Bennett  presents  a  valuable  report 
on  Correspondence.  In  his  kindly  notice  of  Rhode  Island  and  of 
some  things  we  said  last  year,  he  expresses  his  differing  judg- 
ment on  the  question  of  physical  requisites. 

"  And  yet  we  are  not  convinced.  Perhaps  each  case  ought 
to  be  judged  by  itself.  For  ourself,  we  had  rather  be  over  liberal 
in  applying  the  law  of  physical  prerequisites  to  a  Master  Mason 
rather  than  to  insist  upon  its  technical  and  precise  rendering. 
There  does  seem  to  be  a  distinction  with  a  difference  between 
what  may  be  required  at  initiation  and  what  may  be  called 
for  in  advancement  after  the  candidate  has  become  a  Master 
Mason. 

"  We  have  the  sympathy  of  the  Canadian  reviewer  in  our 
expressed  desire  to  abridge  the  ceremony  of  the  Past  Master 
degree  and  take  away  its  objectionable  features. 

"  Most  felicitious  and  appropriate  are  the  closing  portions 
of  Companion  Bennett's  report.  We  gladly  copy  his  word  of 
preachment  that  puts  the  emphasis  on  life,  with  the  lines  that 
follow  charged  with  such  true  sentiment  :" 

Nelson  R.  Hall,  Warren,  Grand  High  Priest. 

William  R.  Greene,  Providence,  Grand  Secretary. 

Scot/and 

The  proceedings  of  this  rare  old  Grand  Chapter 
are  presented  in  quarterly  instalments  interesting  no 
doubt  to  the  home  Companions,  but  revealing  little 
to  catch  the  eye  or  attention  of  the  transatlantic  re- 
viewer. The  methods  are  peculiarly  their  own  and  a 
description  would  fail  to  appeal  to  the  ordinary  reader. 
Little  is  given  to  indicate  the  actual  strength  in 
Chapters  or  membership  but  where  generalities  are  in- 
dulged in,  the  optimistic  view  is  observable. 

The  Supreme  Committee  undertakes  the  major  part 
of  the  work.  Its  members  meet  periodically  and  on 
those  occasions  the  number  of  registrations  for  the 
quarter  are  reported  with  the  amount  received  in  fees 
and  the  increase  or  otherwise  noted. 

At  one  of  these  Committee  meetings  it  is  recorded 
that  a  Chapter  was  opened,  two  candidates  exalted 
and  office  bearers  elected  and  installed.     The  Chapter 
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being  closed  a  By-Laws  Committee  recommended 
that  when  a  Chapter  sends  only  one  copy  of  by-laws 
for  revision  six  copies  thereof  be  typewritten  and  the 
cost  of  same  charged  up  to  the  Chapter. 

At  the  Quarterly  Convocation  on  ist  March    1907 
the  presiding  officer  proposed  that  Companion  R.  King 
Stewart     "be    elected    Grand    First     Principal."     The 
Grand   H.    seconded   Companion   Stewart's    "election  " 
which   was    "agreed   to   with   acclamation." 

Acknowledgement  of  fees  from  203  Chapters  from  all 
quarters   of  the  globe   was   made    the   single   Scottish 
Chapter  in  Canada   viz.,  "Columbia  "  at  Victoria,  B.C. 
being  credited  with  ^11  16s.  yd. 

Western  Australia's  Provincial  Grand  Chapter  for- 
warded £2  4s.  6d.  and  it  is  also  observed  that  a  new 
charter  was  granted  for  that  Province  under  the  name 
of  "Southern  Cross."  These  are  the  only  mentions  of 
Western  Australia  in  the  four  pamphlets  under  review, 
notwithstanding  that  an  expectant  "Capitular  world" 
has  been  anxiously  awaiting  some  kind  of  pronounce- 
ment touching  the  recognition  or  otherwise  of  the  lately- 
formed  independent  Grand  Chapter  in  that  colony. 

The  Vernal  Equinox  celebration,  which  marked  the 
Annual  Convocation,  was  a  success,  although  disappoint- 
ment and  regret  were  expressed  at  the  absence  through 
illness  of  the  Grand  Z.  elect  for  installation.  "Messrs. 
Forguster  and  Ferreston  purveyed  the  dinner  in  their 
usual  excellent  style."     No  extra  charge  for  the  ad. 

The  Grand  Ruler  showed  up  at  the  next  quarterly 
on  21st  June,  1907,  and  was  duly  installed,  the  cus- 
tomary congratulatory  speeches  and  thankful  re- 
sponses being  fully  reported. 

The  Grand  Z.  testified  to  the  ability  and  worth  of 
the   late   Grand   Treasurer,    Companion   James    Smith, 
whose  loss  was  widely  deplored.     A  message  of  sym- 
pathy was  received  and  read  from  the  veteran  historian 
Companion  W.  J.  Hughan,  of  Torquay    England,  who 
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regarded   Companion   Smith's   death   as    "a   great   loss 
to  R.  A.  Masonry  and  to  the  Craft  generally." 

Comp.  T.  M.  Cunningham,  Grand  Recorder,  was 
elected  to  the  vacancy  after  a  close  contest  with  Comp 
Orr  Deas,  the  vote  standing  40  to  35. 

A  communication  from  Bombay  announced  that 
Comp.  Jamsetji  Nowroji  Unwala,  a  member  of  "Rising 
Star  of  Western  India"  Chapter  was  for  unmasonic 
conduct  excluded  from  Royal  Arch  Masonry. 

Two  Chapters  one  in  New  Zealand  and  one  in  New 
South  Wales,  surrendered  their  charters.  The  inci- 
dent might  have  borne  a  depressing  significance,  but 
at  the  Supreme  Committee  in  September  Grand  Scribe 
E.  reported  that  he  had  received  a  communication 
from  the  Prov.  Grand  Chapter  of  New  South  Wales 
intimating  that  at  a  very  successful  meeting  held  on 
the  10th  July  information  had  been  received  that 
"after  all  the  intriguing  that  has  been  going  on  so  long 
with  the  "Duke  of  Edinburgh"  Chapter  No.  208  Goul- 
burn  a  majority  of  the  Companions  at  a  special  meeting, 
had  decided  not  to  transfer  their  allegiance  to  another 
Constitution." 

At  the  same  meeting  Grand  Scribe  E.  submitted 
"a  Petition  and  Complaint"  by  Comp.  Thomas  Moore, 
of  Chapter  "Strathbrock  "  No.  237,  against  Comp. 
John  Andrews  S.G.I.  General  S3°  f°r  the  District  of 
Cape  Colony  and  R.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Scottish  Free- 
masonry in  the  Western  Province  of  Cape  Colony,  and 
the  Committee  having  fully  considered  the  same,  re- 
solved as  follows  : — That,  without  admitting  the  rele- 
vancy of  Comp.  Moore's  Petition  and  Complaint,  in- 
structed that  a  copy  thereof  be  sent  to  Comp.  Andrews, 
and  that  he  be  asked  to  lodge  answers  thereto  within 
three  months  from  this  date. 

Comp.  Moore  is  apparently  flying  at  high  game, 
but  what  a  "weary  warld"  it  must  be  for  the  home 
authorities  when  disputes  occurring  at  places  so  remote 
must  find  their  final  adjustment  in  "Auld  Reekie." 
Little  wonder  than   an  antipodean  visitor  reported  the 
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gentle  Grand  Scribe  E.  to  be  ageing  rapidly  and  good 
Companion  Brown  is  amply  entitled  to  a  peaceful 
decline. 

R.  King  Stewart    of  Murdostown,  Grand  Z. 

Robert  S.  Brown,  Edinburgh,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

South  Carolina 

Chapters   .  .    2$.  Members    .  .    1,348. 

A  quiet,  uneventful  year,  with  fair  progress,  is  re- 
ported in  this  old  jurisdiction.  A  net  gain  of  123  from 
23  Chapters  is  not,  apparently,  significant  of  the  fates, 

The  Ninety-fifth  Annual  Convocation  was  held  in 
Charleston  on  the  13th  February,  1906,  and  Grand  High 
Priest  Frank  E.  Harrison  announced  'all  well'  for  the 
year  1905,  his  year  of  office. 

"In  this  connection  permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
movement  among  South  Carolina  Masons  looking  to  the  erection 
of  a  Masonic  Home.  Let  us,  as  Royal  Arch  Masons,  be  ready 
at  the  proper  time  to  do  our  part  in  this  noble  work. 

May  success  attend  the  effort.  The  aspiration  is 
noble  and  speaks  volumes  for  our  brethren  of  the  south 
but  lessons  from  elsewhere  should  teach  them  to  make 
haste  slowly. 

A  new  Chapter  instituted  in  the  previous  January 
gives  promise  of  doing  well.  They  asked  to  be  continued 
under   dispensation. 

He  is  an  advocate  of  the  Correspondence  reports 
and  urged  his  Companions  to  peruse  them. 

He  suggested  the  usual  appropriation  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  the  Grand  High  Priest  and  his  associates 
in  visiting  and  building  up  weak  or  dormant  Chapters. 

The  "Grand  Secretary  reported  having  procured 
"a  set  of  nice  jewels  and  aprons"  for  the  use  of  Grand 
Chapter  and  suggested  a  collection  of  portraits  of  Past 
Grand  High  Priests  for  publication.     He  made  a  good 
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start  with  the  enterprise,  seven  of  the  veterans  ap- 
pearing with  this  volume,  and  we  are  pleased  to  note 
that  Past  Grand  High  Priest  J.  T.  Barron  "is  one  of 
which". 

The  labors  of  the  several  Committees  were  of  the 
lightest  and,  correspondingly,  those  of  Grand  Chapter 
were  ditto. 

Belated  recognition  was  accorded  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  New  Mexico. 

Grand  Secretary  Barron  is  also  the  Correspondent. 
Like  some  others  of  the  guild  "he  keeps  tab"  on  the 
Grand  Representatives.  Under  Canada  for  1905  he 
remarks  on  the  absence  of  South  Carolina's  commis- 
sioner. He  will  not  have  to  complain  again,  the  present 
holder  of  the  credentials  is  a  stayer.  By  the  way,  we 
did  not  observe  Canada  in  the  line  up  at  Charleston. 

He  furnishes  a  kindly  review  of  our  doings.  He 
hopes  to  see  the  P.  M.  restored,  and  hope  deferred 
maketh  the  heart  sick.  We  trust  that  important  organ 
is   shock  proof. 

Under  Missouri  he  has  the  following  in  commenting 
on  a  Grand  High  Priest's  ruling  : 

"  But  it  must  be  understood  that,  at  a  special  Convocation 
where  no  business  or  work  is  to  be  done  in  the  Royal  Arch  Degree 
it  is  not  necessary  to  open  or  close  in  that  degree  ;  but  a  Lodge 
can  be  opened  in  the  degree  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  work." 

"Convocation,"  capitularly  speaking,  is  accepted 
generally  to  mean  an  assemblage  of  Companions  of  the 
Royal  Arch.  Why  call  it  such  when  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  invite  a  number  who  have  not  reached  that 
exalted  degree  ?  If  there  is  to  be  no  work  or  business  in 
the  Royal  Arch,  would  it  not  be  better  to  summon  a 
"Lodge"  of  M.  M.  M.? 

Later  he  quotes  the  Texas  reviewer  whose  law  in 
that  regard  we  conceive  to  be  right. 

"  To  do  work  in  any  of  the  subordinate  degrees,  the  Chapter 
must  first  be  opened  on  the  Royal  Arch,  labor  dispensed  with,, 
and  a  Lodge  called  to  labor  in  whatever  degree  the  work  is  to 
be  done." 
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Companion  Barron  closes  his  report  with  an  ex- 
pression of  dissatisfaction  at  its  lack  of  interest  and 
promises  his  Companions  to  do  better  next  time.  He 
need  not  worry.  His  readers  in  South  Carolina  and  we 
trust  they  are  not  a  few,  will  endorse  the  general  view 
that  it  was  both  interesting  and  instructive. 

Frank  E.  Harrison,  Abbeville,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Jacob  T.   Barron,   Columbia,   Grand  Secretary. 

South  Dakota 

Chapters    .  .   30.  Members    .  .    2,143. 

The  City  of  Lead  gained  notoriety  by  its  selection 
for  the  holding  of  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Convocation 
on  13th  June,  1907.  While  the  name  is  unfamiliar, 
yet,  like  other  of  these  occidental  "cities  '  of  rapid 
growth,  it  will  be  heard  of  again.  It  boasts  a  Masonic 
Temple  and  housed  in  it  is  a  Chapter  called  "Golden 
Belt",  which,  combined  with  the  silvery  eloquence  of 
the  Correspondence  Chairman,  contributed  to  remove 
the  heavy  dullness  suggested  by  the  name  of  the  budding 
metropolis. 

The  erstwhile  Grand  Secretary,  Companion  Geo.  A. 
Pettigrew,  elevated  to  the  dignity  of  the  mitre,  presided 
with  wisdom  and  grace. 

"  I  greet  you  most  cordially  upon  again  assembling  in 
Annual  Convocation,  and  as  in  happy  re-union  we  are  assembled 
on  this  rugged  and  rock-ribbed  mountain,  world  renowned  for 
its  concealed  treasures,  and  which  is  upon  the  extreme  western 
border  of  our  jurisdiction." 

Gold,  silver,  lead,  all  there,  but  out  of  sight  and  reach. 

Two  notable  members  of  Grand  Chapter  were  called 
away  and  in  each  case  deserved  tribute  was  paid  to 
their  memories.  Past  Grand  High  Priest,  Edwin  S. 
Ames  was  run  over  by  a  locomotive  at  Hot  Springs, 
dying  within  two  hours.  This  was  on  August  4th,  1906. 
Frank  Kunnerth,  Grand  Sentinel,  a  native  of  Austrian 
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Bohemia,  but  a  resident  of  the  State  for  half  a  century, 
obeyed  the  summons  on  February  19,  1907.  Both 
were  ardent  Masons. 

In  addition  to  the  Grand  Lecturer's  good  work  as  a 
visitor  and  instructor,  the  Grand  High  Priest  did  some 
calling  himself  and  had  a  great  time,  enjoying  "all 
night"  sessions  and  "many  course"  banquets,  rendered 
brighter  by  presentations  of  jewels  and  other  glittering 
things. 

"  In  summing  up,  I  can  say  that  I  was  given  a  right  royal 
reception,  and  that  nothing  was  too  good  for  your  triplicate 
officer,  viz.,  Grand  Secretary,  Grand  High  Priest  and  Grand 
Inspector   of   the   Second    District." 

A  plain  confession  that  he  still  had  a  string  attach- 
ment to  the  official  quill. 

There's  something  in  being  a  Capitular  Pooh  Bah 
after  all.  He  started  a  new  Chapter  at  Howard  and 
announced  that  Companions  at  Belle  Fourche,  Platte, 
and  Armour  are  anxious  to  organize,  and  will  in  the 
near  future  ask  for  dispensations.  Hot  Springs  Com- 
panions asked  for  a  restoration  of  their  charter  and  the 
request  was  complied  with. 

Grand  Secretary  Levoy's  report  revealed  a  healthy 
and  growing  body. 

A  resolution  to  the  effect  that  "visitors  from  jurisdic- 
tions that  do  not  confer  the  Past  Master  degree,  may 
be  admitted  to  any  or  all  Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction 
upon  being  healed,  by  taking  the  obligation  of  a  Past 
Master  was  carried."     Washington  please  copy. 

Companion  A.  C.  Biernatzki,  M.  E.  Grand  High 
Priest  elect,  and  Companion  Rev.  John  H.  Babcock 
appointed  E.  Grand  Chaplain,  were  unavoidably  de- 
tained by  the  storm  from  attending  the  Grand  Con- 
vocation, but,  "by  changing  about  and  riding  on  a 
work  train,  horseback  riding  and  walking  several  miles, 
Companion  Biernatzki  was  enabled  to  overcome  the 
fifty  miles  of  washouts  down  and  outside  of  the  moun- 
tians,  reaching  Lead  about  two  hours  after  the  close  of 
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the  Grand  Chapter.  M.  E.  Companion  Geo.  A.  Petti- 
grew  immediately  repaired  with  him  to  the  rooms  of 
Golden  Belt  Chapter  No.  35,  and  installed  him  as  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter." 

No  nonsense  about  formalities  there.  The  oppor- 
tunity came  and  it  was  promptly  grappled. 

M.  E.  Companion  Louis  G.  Levoy,  who  kindly  under- 
took the  office  of  Grand  Secretary  to  allow  Companion 
Pettigrew  to  attain  the  highest  office,  furnishes  the  report 
on  Correspondence.  The  dual  labor  affected  him  some- 
what. Canada  for  1907  was  kindly  treated  but  he  lapsed 
a  bit.  Noticing  the  Grand  Z's.  recommendation  for 
an  increase  of  the  fee  for  degrees  he  says  : 

"  Grand  Chapter  ignored  this  portion  of  the  address,  at 
least  we  find  no  mention  of  any  action  for  or  against  " 

This  must  be  put  down  to  the  influence  of  the 
fog  that  settled  down  after  that  storm. 

He  also  said  the  Committee  reported  unfavorably 
on  Western  Australia's  application  for  recognition.  No 
such  interpretation  of  the  report  could  be  made  with 
strict  justice. 

The  Scottish  Chapter  he  refers  to,  was  in  the  terri- 
tory prior  to  the  formation  of  Grand  Chapter,  and  with 
others,  was  permitted  to  remain  under  agreement. 
The  others  have  "come  in."  What  the  future  may 
hold  cannot  now  be  revealed. 

A.  C.  Biernatzki,  Salem,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Geo.  A.  Pettigrew,  Sioux  Falls,  Grand  Secretary. 

Tennessee 

Chapters    .  .   80.  Members    .  .   3,689. 

Grand  High  Priest  Geo.  L.  Cowan  had  nothing 
but  the  best  to  hand  out  to  the  Seventy-eighth  Annual 
Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  in  the  Masonic  Temple, 
city  of  Nashville,  on  Monday,  January  28,  1907.  All 
was  peace,  love  and  harmony,  and  but  for  a  spell  of 
sickness  in  the  summer,  his  term  was  one  of  unalloyed 
delight. 

10 
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He  visited  half  a  dozen  of  the  Chapters  and  survived 
their  hospitality,  which  he  acknowledges  with  such 
fervor  that  he  advises  his  successor  to  try  it  for  himself. 

Three  new  Chapters  he  approved  and  he  issued 
dispensations  for  various  purposes,  but  mainly  to  elect 
and  instal. 

A  tiny  fly  in  the  ointment  is  observed  in  %he  fol- 
lowing : 

"  I  would  recommend  to  the  Grand  Chapter  that  some  mode 
of  inspection  should  be  inaugurated  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
our  Ritual  is  imparted  .  I  have  been  credibly  informed  that 
many  of  the  Chapters  make  a  frolic  of  the  degrees  ;  make  them 
so  rough  and  humiliating  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  candidate 
to  stand  it,  and  all  the  beauty  and  solemnity  of  these  beautiful 
degrees  are  lost." 

Apparently  none  of  these  frolics  were  indulged  in 
at  any  of  his  visits,  but  just  the  same  a  little  discipline 
is  in  order. 

Grand  Chapter  having  been  notified  of  the  severe 
illness  of  M.  E.  Companion  William  D.  Good,  P.G.H.P., 
of  Johnson  City,  Tenn.,  the  Grand  Secretary  was,  on 
motion,  directed  to  wire  a  sympathetic  message. 

The  Jurisprudence  Committee  brought  in  the  fol- 
lowing which  was  adopted  : 

"  And  in  order  to  further  assist  in  purifying  the  work  and 
effectiveness  of  the  Chapters,  we  recommend  the  adoption  of 
this  resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  hereby  considered  a  Masonic  offence 
to  use,  or,  for  any  High  Priest  to  allow  to  be  used,  in  the  Chapter 
room  during  work  any  cipher  or  key,  so  called,  to  the  ritual  which 
has  been  adopted  by  this  Grand  Chapter,  and  it  is  hereby  made 
the  duty  of  each  Inspector  to  report  to  the  Grand  High  Priest 
at  once,  any  violation  of  this  resolution." 

"  No  subordinate  Chapter  shall  proceed  to  examine  any 
visitor  until  he  has  produced  satisfactory  evidence  of  his  mem- 
bership and  good  standing  in  his  own  Chapter." 

Charters  were  granted  to  three  new  Chapters  and  a 
fourth  application  was  favorably  received. 
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M.  E.  Companion  J.  H.  McClister  again  furnishes 
the  report  on  Correspondence,  and  it  is  an  excellent  one. 
He  is  not  meagre  in  his  review  of  Canada  for  1906. 

He  quotes  the  Oregonian  reporter  as  follows  : 

"  Almost  all  there  is  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  of  any  variety 
is  confined  to  the  English  speaking  people,  while  the  Scottish 
Rite  is  found  in  some  form  in  all,  even  half  civilized  nations, 
except  Russia,  in  which  no  Masonry  of  any  rite  has  ever  gained 
a    foothold." 

Oh  yes  it  did,  and  we  are  induced  to  pause  at  this 
statement,  as  only  recently  we  heard  one  of  our  own 
Companions  make  a  similar  assertion  in  addressing  a 
gathering.  History  on  that  point  is  in  no  degree  of 
doubt  whatever.  According  to  Gould,  Freemasonry 
did  gain  a  foothold  in  Russia  and  with  an  antiquity  and 
legitimacy  of  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago. 
In  1740,  General  Keith  was  appointed  a  Prov.  G.  M. 
by  his  brother,  Lord  Kintore,  Grand  Master,  and  had 
his  head  quarters  in  St.  Petersburg.  About  1800  and 
earlier  the  Swedish  rite  and  the  so-styled  Ancient  Eng- 
lish were  practised  in  Russia,  but  under  difficulty. 
The  Empress  Catherine  II.  disapproved  of  Freemasonry, 
but  even  under  her  administration  the  Lodges  "Apollo" 
and  "Crowned  Pelican"  met  at  intervals  in  St.  Petersv 
burg  principally  on  the  St.  John's  festivals.  The 
advent  of  Paul  I.  -gave  birth  to  a  hope  that  the  fraternity 
would  receive  recognition  and  indeed  he  furnished  evidence 
of  his  good  will  in  person,  but  his  courtly  advisers  pre- 
vailed and  the  lodges  continued  dormant.  After  Alex- 
ander's accession  in  1801  there  was  a  distinct  though 
quiet  revival  and  two  or  three  new  Lodges  sprung 
up  in  the  subsequent  six  years.  Prince  Muskin  Pusch- 
kin  was  then  initiated  and  in  18 15  became  Grand  Master. 
Dissension  occasioned  by  the  existence  of  rival  rites 
followed,  one  possessing  23  lodges  and  the  other  11, 
yet  the  membership  continued  to  grow  until  1822, 
when  an  imperial  decree  of  Alexander's  ordered  that  all 
Freemason's  Lodges  should  be  closed  and  no  others 
permitted  to  be  founded.  Findel  says  :  "This  was  like 
a  flash  of  lightning  in  a  clear  sky,  which  struck  the 
Russian    brethren    painfully    and    severely.     The    then 
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state  of  Poland  is  alleged  as  a  reason  for  this.  The 
innocent  Freemasons  of  Russia  calmly  obeyed  the 
command  of  their  monarch." 

Commenting  on  Tennessee's  reduction  of  the  mini- 
mum fee  from  $25.00  to  $20.00  Companion  Shaver 
of  Kansas  had  ejaculated  "Pretty  cheap  !"  and  Com- 
panion  McClister  adds  : 

"  We  vote  aye  on  that  conclusion  We  think  our  Grand 
Chapter  made  a  great  mistake.  We  are  all  so  constituted  that 
we  appreciate  anything  in  proportion  to  what  is  ccsts.  We  do 
not  believe  in  cheap  Masonry." 

Samuel  Slager    Memphis   Grand  High  Priest. 

Wm.  A.  Clendening    Nashville    Grand  Secretary. 

Texas 

Chapters   .  .    203.  Members    .  .    11,785. 

"Unparalleled  development  has  taken  place  in  our 
State,  which  has  enjoyed  abundant  crops,  freedom  from 
plagues,  and  marked  growth  in  wealth  and  population. 
The  reports  of  our  Grand  Visitors  show  that  peace  and 
harmony  prevail  among  the  Royal  Craft,  and  that  our 
Order  has  made  substantial  progress  during  the  year 
now  closing." 

These  wrords  of  Grand  High  Priest  Sam.  P.  Cochran 
are  borne  out  in  the  fact,  that  no  less  than  fourteen 
new  Chapters  were  constituted,  three  restored  and  three 
started  under  dispensation,  while  the  Grand  Secretary 
reported  a  net  gain  of  935. 

The  Fifty-seventh  Annual  Convocation  was  held  at 
Waco  on  the  4th  December,  1906,  with  a  gratifying 
attendance.  A  ponderous  address  of  twenty-eight 
pages  was  presented  by  the  Grand  High  Priest. 

In  two  cases  Chapters  asked  permission  to  dispose 
of  property  in  which  their  funds  were  invested  and  in 
complying  the  Grand  High  Priest  stipulated  that  the 
Grand  Chapter  should  incur  no  pecuniary  liability. 
Whatever  treasure  a  Chapter  may  lay  up  for  itself  in 
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Texas,  the  Grand  body,  it  appears,  exercises  a  paternal 
claim  over  it,  protection  while  the  Chapter  exists  and 
proprietorship  if  it  becomes  defunct. 

Chapters  under  dispensation  which  held  meetings 
and  conferred  degrees  between  the  date  of  the  granting 
of  their  charter  and  the  ceremony  of  constitution  were 
deemed  to  have  acted  irregularly  and  each  candidate 
had  to  be  "formally  healed." 

A  Chapter  which  remitted  the  fees  in  the  case  of 
five  candidates,  three  of  them  "ministers  of  the  gospel," 
was  promptly  "called  down." 

He  recorded  several  pages  of  decisions,  most  of 
which  were  governed  by  Texan  law. 

He  recommended  the  qualification  of  affiliation  in 
a  candidate  for  the  Capitular  degrees. 

Noticing  that  petitions  for  degrees  are  balloted  upon 
in  Chapters,  with  only  a  few  members  of  the  Chapter 
present,  and  the  quorum  made  up  of  visitors,  he  recom- 
mended that  nine  members  of  the  Chapter  should  be 
present  in  the  case  of  balloting. 

The  planting  of  a  Chapter  by  Texas  in  the  Mexican 
Republic  and  its  request  to  move  about  to  other  cities 
within  that  territory  to  confer  the  degrees,  was  the 
occasion  of  some  thoughtful  doubt.  He  thought  the 
question  of  sole  jurisdiction  should  be  considered  and 
that  having  planted  the  Texan  standard,  all  other 
Grand  Chapters  should  be  warned  against  trespassing 
This  was  not  encouraged  by  the  Committee. 

He  urged  substantial  support  to  the  Masonic  Home 
for  Widows  and  Orphans,  and  felt  that  a  similar  haven 
for  the  aged  and  destitute  of  the  Craft  was  equally  worthy, 

In  the  obituaries  report  the  name  of  the  late  Georgia 
Evangelist,  Rev.  Sam.  P.  Jones,  is  included. 

"  We  have  no  record  that  Bro.  Jones  ever  held  any  Masonic 
office,  or  even  that  he  was  a  regular  attendant  at  the  meetings , 
but  upon  all  occasions  he  was  loyal  in  proclaiming  his  faith  in 
Masonic  principles,  and  a  keen  sense  of  the  great  loss  to  humanity 
must  come  to  every  Mason  in  the  death  of  this  great  man." 
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A  resolution  affecting  the  tenure  of  Grand  Repre- 
sentatives whose  absence  from  Grand  Convocations 
becomes  chronic,  on  lines  similar  to  that  of  Canada's 
resolution,  was  adopted. 

The  Grand  Orator  was  on  hand  and  delivered  an 
interesting  address  on  Masonic  duty,  which  he  modestly 
introduced  as  follows  : 

"  I  lately  read  of  a  man  who*  being  placed  in  a  predicament 
that  calls  forth  my  deepest  sympathy — tha  is,  being  assigned 
to  make  an  address  of  some  thirty  minutes — met  the  situation 
by  using  the  first  five  minutes  in  stating  he  was  no  speaker,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  time  in  proving  it  beyond  the  shadow  of  a 
doubt.  In  the  latter  respect  I  shall  most  certainly  emulate  him. 
The  expectations  naturally  inspired  by  this  occasion  must  be 
disappointed  by  my  personal  limitations  " 

Grand  Chapter  had  a  lot  of  business  before  it  which 
was  covered  without  any  attempt  at  hurry  or  neglect 
and  before  closing  presented  the  retiring  Grand  High 
Priest  with  the  Past  Grand  High  Priest's  Jewel,  as 
a  token  of  esteem,  a  recognition  well  deserved. 

His  seat  at  the  round  table,  vacated  by  him  for  a 
couple  of  years,  has  been  resumed  byComp.  J.  L.  Terrell 
and  his  report  is  styled  a  "Review  of  the  Proceedings 
of  Sister  Grand  Chapters."  The  change  from  "Foreign 
Correspondence"  in  no  way  affects  his  method  nor, 
to  use  an  Hibernianism,  is  it  in  any  way  "an  improve- 
ment for  the  worse,"  so  far  as  the  report  generally  goes, 
and  altogether  it  is  what  may  ever  be  expected 
from  Comp.  Terrell,  a  well  arranged  careful  review 
spiced  with  his  own  admirable  comment.  He  gives 
four  of  his  pages  to  Canada  for  1906  and  covers  the 
territory  with  rare  fidelity.  He  is  a  dependent  mem- 
bership advocate  and  can  see  neither  logic  nor  rele- 
vancy in   arguments   against   it. 

Texan  methods  are  peculiar  when  observed  from  a 
distance.  That  they  work  well,  Comp.  Terrell  is  on 
hand  to  testify.  To  us  the  balloting  on  the  application 
for  a  demit  would  be  thought  strange. 

"  When  application  is  made,  the  ballot  is  passed.  If  one  or 
more  negative  ballots  appear,   the  dimit  is  withheld  until  the 
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succeeding  Convocation,  and  if  no  charges  are  then  preferred 
against  the  applicant,  the  dimit  issues  without  further  action." 

Elsewhere  he  informs  us  that  "any  member  of  a 
Chapter  in  Texas  may  vote  on  a  petition  for  the  degrees 
in  any  other  Chapter  in  the  State  that  he  happens  to 
be  visiting  when  the  vote  is  taken." 

Observing  that  a  biographer  included  the  "Shrine" 
in  a  Companion's  history,   he  pertinently  remarks  : 

"We  are  not  advised  why  this  announcement  is  mixed  up 
with  his  Masonic  record  As  well  tell  us  when  and  where  he 
joined  the  Odd  Fellows,  K    of  P.,  or  the  Montezumas." 

And  yet  that  same  barnacle  is  one  of  the  "logical" 
reasons   for   dependent   membership. 

Under  Florida  he  expresses  surprise  that  the  Grand 
Chaplain  should  be  elected.  To  this  dull  intellect  a 
Grand  Chaplain  has,  under  any  circumstances,  appeared 
superfluous  in  a  Chapter  boasting  a  High  Priest. 

P.  M.  Riley,  Cleburne,  Grand  High  Priest. 

John  A.   Bryan,   Cleburne,   Grand  Secretary. 

Victoria 

At  a  Convocation  held  in  Freemason's  Hall,  Mel- 
bourne, on  1 8th  October,  1905,  Grand  Z.  Lambert 
presiding,  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  General  Pur- 
poses was  presented.  It  had  accepted  a  tender  for 
the  supply  of  a  banner  for  Grand  Chapter,  at  an  es- 
timated cost  of  £8  5s.  od.,  and  recommended  that 
two  Grand  Heralds  be  appointed  by  Grand  Chapter. 

The  Grand  Terasurer,  Comp.  Chas.  Oakley,  stated 
that  the  balance  to  credit  of  Grand  Chapter  was  £173 
2s.  od. 

Regret  was  expressed  at  the  absence,  through  ill- 
ness, of  V.E.  Comp.  John  Braim,  G.  Scribe  E.  A  reso- 
lution conveying  the  sympathy  of  the  members  of  Grand 
Chapter  was   passed. 
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A  Companion  mentioned  the  question  of  providing 
an  inexpensive  supper  after  the  meetings  of  Grand 
Chapter   at   the   expense   of  individual   Companions. 

At  the  January,  1906,  Convocation,  M.W.  Bro.  W. 
Balls-Headley,  Grand  Master  of  the  United  Grand 
Lodge  of  Victoria  was  accommodated  with  a  seat  on 
the  dais. 

The  Committee  supported  the  suggestion  for  "an 
inexpensive  supper,"  and  modestly  recommended  "that 
a  supper  should  follow  the  Quarterly  Convocations  of 
Grand  Chapter  in  the  months  of  January,  April,  and 
October,  the  price  of  tickets  to  be  is.   6d.  each." 

Nobody  can  accuse  our  good  Victorian  Companions 
of  a  desire  to  waste  their  substance  in  riotous  living. 

The  Committee  also  recommended  that  a  Floor 
Cloth  similar  to  that  used  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
England  be  procured  for  the  Grand  Chapter,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  ^5  5s.  od. 

Sir  A.  J.  Peacock,  P.G.Z.,  offered  a  resolution  which 
was  carried  that  the  Committee  of  General  Purposes 
be  authorized  to  expend  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  on 
furniture,  &c,  to  be  procured  in  time  for  the  meeting 
of  Grand  Chapter  in  July. 

In  April,  Canada's  proceedings  were,  with  others, 
acknowledged. 

The  charter  of  the  "St.  Andrews  in  the  South"  Chapter 
having  been  lost,  the  Committee  recommended  that  a 
charter  of  confirmation  be  granted,  and  also  that  the 
petition  to  open  a  new  Chapter  at  Coleraine,  to  be 
called  the  "Wannon"  Chapter,  be  granted. 

It  was  ordered  that  a  letter  be  sent  to  M.E.  Comp. 
J.  D.  Drew,  P.G.Z.,  sympathizing  with  him  in  the  loss 
he  had  sustained  by  the  death  of  his  wife. 

The  sympathy  of  his  Companions  in  Canada  is  none 
the   less    sincere   because  it   is    tardy,    and    they   pray 
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devoutly  that  strength  may  be  accorded  their  worthy 
Grand  Representative  to  bear  with  fortitude  his  sore 
bereavement. 

At  the  July  Convocation  we  were  glad  to  note  he 
was  present  and  answered  for  Canada  at  roll  call.  There 
was  a  large  attendance. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  recommended  that  a 
donation  of  £5  5s.  od.  be  made  in  aid  of  the  funds  of 
the  Freemasons'   Charitable  Institution. 

The  Committee  decided  that  a  banquet  should  follow 
the  Grand  Annual  Festival,  the  price  of  tickets  to  be 
2S.  6d.  each;  also  that  all  Companions  will  be  admitted 
to  the  Installation  ceremony  and  the  banquet. 

That  the  dignity  of  the  throne  is  not  undervalued 
by  those  fortunate  enough  to  be  chosen  to  the  ermine, 
is  borne  out  by  the  Grand  Z.,  whose  address  on  retiring 
was  as  modest  as  it  was  brief. 

"  Some  two  years  ago  you  were  pleased  to  entrust  to  my 
colleagues  and  myself  these  sceptres,  which  we  accepted  with  a 
considerable  amount  of  diffidence,  feeling  that  the  weal  or  the 
woe  of  Royal  Arch  Freemasonry  in  this  territory  was  to  a  very 
material  extent  in  our  hands,  and  that  it  was  ours  to  make  or 
to  mar.  " 

"  We  then  set  before  ourselves  the  high  ideal  of,  not  so  much 
uniformity  of  work  occording  to  any  one  prescribed  ritual,  as 
conformity  of  life  and  conduct  to  the  tenets  and  principles  set 
forth  in  the  several  rituals  with  which  we  are  conversant .  How 
far  that  ideal  has  been  realised  the  future  alone  will  reveal,  for 
the  time  at  our  disposal  has  only  been  sufficiently  long  to  enable 
us  to  hurriedly,  yet  we  trust  not  imperfectly,  lay  foundations, 
leaving  to  our  successors  the  task  of  erecting  the  superstructure 
'perfect  in  all   its   parts.'  " 

"  Soon  after  our  enthronement  '  we  met  and  agreed  '  that 
at  official  functions  we  should  appear  in  all  the  pomp  and 
pageantry  of  state,  but  on  other  occasions  in  a  private  capacity 
only." 

"  In  view  of  the  fact  that  '  we  three,  or  three  such  as  we' 
are  virtually  one,  we  directed  that  when  visiting  officially,  we 
should  be  announced,  introduced  and  saluted  collectively,  as 
the  three  Grand  Principals  of  Victoria,  not  each,  cr  either 
individually." 
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"  In  our  appeals  on  behalf  of  our  less  fortunate  brethren, 
we  have  oft  been  twitted  with  the  remark  "  that  Freemasonry- 
is  not  a  Charitable  Institution,"  but  it  has  ever  been  our  constant 
aim  to  prove  both  by  precept  and  example,  that  our  Order  is 
something  higher  and  nobler  than  a  mere  convivial  club." 

"  And  now,  Companions,  we  lay  down  our  sceptres  in  the 
fond  hope  and  with  the  earnest  prayer,  that  the  Great  I  AM 
may  hasten  the  time,  when  He,  and  He  alone  shall  be  acknow- 
ledged as  the  one  common  Father  of  all,  and  when  man  shall 
exercise  towards  his  fellow  the  true  spirit  of  brotherhood." 

"  Then,  and  not  till  then  will  Masonry  cease,  for  she  will 
then  have  fulfilled  her  divine  mission,  which  has  ever  been  to 
teach  these  glorious  tenets  and  principles,  not  only  to  her  own 
brethren  and  companions,  but  to  the  profane  or  outer  world. 
Then,  Companions,  will  dawn  that  bright  millennial  morn,  when 
the  implements  of  warfare  shall  be  turned  into  those  of  agricul- 
ture, and  peace,  perfect  peace,  shall  reign  from  pole  to  pole,  and 
even  to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth,  not  only  between 
nation  and  nation,  but  between  class  and  class,  caste  and  caste 
creed  and  creed,   and  colour  and   colour." 

The  pamphlets  reveal  nothing  statistically  to  indi- 
cate the  strength  of  Grand  Chapter  in  Chapters  or  mem- 
bership, though  it  may  reasonably  be  inferred  that  the 
jurisdiction  is  healthy. 

There  is  no  mention  of  the  Western  Australia  Grand 
Chapter  and  nothing  to  show  that  Victoria,  which  in 
early  days  had  troubles  of  her  own,  had  as  yet  smiled 
on  the  new  enterprise  of  a  sister  province. 

Phillip  Cohen,  Melbourne,  Grand  Z. 

John  Braim,  Melbourne,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

Virginia 

Chapters    .  .  Members    .  .   4,782. 

Five  new  Chapters  and  an  increase  of  433  in  mem- 
bership, 

"  Which  is  a  net  gain  of  10  per  cent,  and  60  over  the  largest 
increase  of  any  year  in  the  history  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  making 
1906  pre-eminently  the  "  banner  year  "  of  the  Craft  in  this 
Grand  Old  Commonwealth." 

That  is  how  Grand  Secretary  Blanks  proudly  re- 
ported to  the  Ninety-ninth  Annual  Convocation  at 
Richmond,  on  Oct.   23rd,   1906. 
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Comp.  Samuel  W.  Thompson,  M.E.  Grand  High 
Priest,   shared  in  his  co-worker's  pride. 

"  Since  last  we  met  I  have  had  one  Chapter  installed,  which 
was  chartered  at  your  last  Grand  Convocation  ;  have  issued 
dispensations  to  open  five  (5)  new  ones  ;  have  granted  ten  dis- 
pensations to  receive  and  ballot  on  application  without  making 
the  statutory  time,  and  refused  numbers  of  others." 

"  It  has  also  been  my  pleasure  to  visit  in  my  official  capacity 
seven  Chapters  and  assist  at  the  opening  of  the  new  Chapter  at 
Orange.  In  addition  to  this  my  correspondence  has  been  very 
large." 

"  I  had  intended  to  visit  more  of  the  Chapters,  but  owing 
to  serious  sickness  in  my  family  and  business  engagements,  I 
was   prevented." 

Next  year  Virginia  will  celebrate  its  hundredth 
anniversary  and  to  do  it  well  the  forty-seven  hundred 
Companions  will  pay  an  extra  twenty- five  cents,  col- 
lected through  the  Chapters.  Norfolk  will  be  honored 
with  the  centenary  celebration. 

Grand  Lecturer  Hubard  did  great  work  in  visiting 
and  instructing  the  Chapters.  He  exalted  one  hundred 
and  twenty  and  worked  the  subordinate  degrees  on 
twenty-four  more,  making  a  total  of  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  candidates.  The  record  year  may  well  be 
attributed  to  his  zeal.  In  addition  he  submitted  a 
revised  Text-Book  which  he  had  prepared,  as  directed 
by  the  M.  Ex.  Grand  High  Priest. 

A  Virginian  method,  apparently  all  its  own,  is  re- 
vealed  in    the    following   resolution  : 

"  That  this  Grand  Chapter  do  meet  in  Grand  Committee  of 
the  "Whole  in  this  Tabernacle  to-morrow,  Wednesday  morning, 
October  25th,  at  10  o'clock,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
several  resolutions  referred  to  it,  and  such  matters  and  things 
as  may  tend  to  the  good  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  general  and 
this   Grand  Chapter  in  particular." 

In  addition  to  the  good  work  of  the  Grand  Lecturer, 
the  inspecting  officers  of  the  fourteen  districts  visited 
the  Chapters  they  were  assigned  to.  Here  is  a  specimen 
report  that  would  hardly  satisfy  the  aspirations  of  a 
Canadian  Superintendent. 
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"  I  submit  this  my  report  for  District  No.  6. 

"  Have  visited  all  the  Chapters  in  the  district  during  the 
year  and  find  them  in  good  condition.     The  books  are  well  kept 
and  the  Chapters  financially  are  all  right. 
Fraternally   submitted,"    etc 

Companion  Chas.  E.  Nesbitt,  the  reviewer,  is  again 
to  the  fore  with  a  well  arranged  compilation  which  is 
mainly  confined  to  the  utterances  of  the  Grand  High 
Priests  of  the  various  jurisdictions  coming  under  his 
notice.  The  subsequent  proceedings  interested  him  to 
a  trifling  extent.  It  is  hardly  our  idea  of  a  review, 
but  then  a  lot  of  time  is  saved,  worry  avoided,  and  the 
risk  of  writer's  cramp  rendered  happily  remote.  Massa- 
chusetts came  in  late  and  the  scissors  was  out  of  reach 
so  he  was  compelled  to  say  something,  and  curiously 
enough  he  asked  "pardon  for  the  brevity  of  our  review." 
His  "conclusion"  is  equally  witty  : 

"  And  now  our  work  is  done,  and  although  not  as  well  done 
as  it  should  be,  it  is  the  best  we  could  do  with  our  limited  time. 
With  best  wishes  for  all." 

Robert  M.  Ferguson,  Bristol,  Grand  High  Priest. 

James  B.  Blanks,  Petersburg,  Grand  Secretary. 

Washington 

Chapters    .  .    26.  Members    .  .    2,357. 

What  was  done  by  our  "neighbourly"  neighbour  at 
the  Twenty-third  Annual  Convocation  at  Tacoma,  on 
the  14th  June,  1907,  is  embraced  in  a  volume  of  250 
pages,  which  includes  a  portrait  of  the  presiding  officer 
Grand  High  Priest  R.  S.  Nicholls. 

There  is  little  to  review  for  little  was  done.  Wash- 
ington is  at  peace  with  herself  and  the  world  at  large. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  issued  some  dispensations 
made  four  "official"  visits  and  one  decision,  declined 
to  grant  the  petition  of  Shelton  Companions  for  a  Chapter 
because  they  had  only  one  lodge  to  draw  from,  made 
five  recommendations  of  local  interest,  and  concluded 
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with  an  expression  or  regret  that  the  "demands  of  his 
daily  duty"  made  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
Chapters  impossible. 

"  Believing  that  the  measure  of  prosperity  and  success  that 
the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  merits  will  come  to  it,  I  leave  to  you, 
its  legislative  head,  the  duty  of  wisely  promoting  its  welfare  " 

Such  abiding  faith  and  generosity  must  have  deeply 
touched  the  "legislative  head." 

Grand  Secretary  Blalock  reported  well  of  the  Chap- 
ters. All  had  paid  up,  and  the  returns  showed  a  net 
gain   of    222. 

A  sentimental  address  was  delivered  by  Grand 
Orator  Kimball,  a  copy  of  which  he  was  "requested" 
to  furnish  the  Grand  Secretary  with  a  view  to  pub- 
lication. 

There  were  no  grievances  to  consider  and  no  new 
Chapters  to  report  on. 

The  Grand  High  Priest,  whose  inability  to  visit 
the  Chapters  owing  to  his  devotion  to  daily  duty,  had 
recommended  an  appropriation  to  enable  his  successor 
to  occasionally  abandon  the  cares  of  business  in  favor 
of  the  Chapters.  The  Committee  agreed  with  him 
and  suggested  $200  to  cover  the  visitations,  which  was 
adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  found  fault  with 
the  G.  H.  P.  for  permitting  a  Chapter  to  hold  its  Annual 
Convocation  a  week  earlier  than  the  date  fixed  by 
by-law. 

"  If  the  date  of  the  annual  Convocation  had  passed  and 
for  any  reason  they  had  failed  of  a  quorum  then  it  would  have 
been  time  to  have  asked  for  this  dispensation.  We  do  not  think 
that  the  M  E  .  Grand  High  Priest  should  have  anticipated  that 
there  would    have   been   no    quorum   present." 

The  M.  E.  Grand  High  Priest  on  stepping  down 
from  office,  was  appointed  to  the  same  Committee. 
There  is  his  opportunity. 

Grand  Secretary  Blalock  furnishes  the  "Report  on 
Correspondence,"  which  in  its  way  is  a  study.     It  is 
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of  the  "all  scissors"  kind,  not  a  word  from  Companion 
Blalock  himself,  but  then,  like  the  Irishman's  parrot, 
"he  is  a  powerful  thinker." 

Francis  B.  West,  Billengham,  Grand  High  Priest. 

Yancey  C.  Blalock,  Walla  Walla,  Grand  Secretary. 

Western  Australia 

Chapters   .  .   8.  Members   .  .    288. 

Of  the  Chapters  two  meet  at  Perth  and  one  each 
at  Freemantle,  Menzies,  Albany,  Broad  Arrow,  Kooky- 
nie  and  Boulder.  The  largest  membership  is  59  that 
at  Menzies;  the  lowest  14    at  Broad  Arrow. 

At  the  Supreme  Committee  meeting,  held  8th 
March,  1906,  a  letter  was  read  from  Comp,  J.  M.  Lapsley, 
tendering  his  resignation  as  Second  Grand  Principal, 
and  at  the  Semi-annual  Grand  Convocation,  on  27th 
March,  it  was  decided  to  hold  it  over  pending  recon- 
sideration. The  Companion  apparently  held  to  his 
resolve,  for  at  the  Committee  meeting  in  September 
a  successor  was  nominated. 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.  stated  that  he  had  heard  that 
a  Chapter  had  been  opened  under  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Scotland  at  Southern  Cross.  It  was  resolved  that 
the  matter  should  stand  over  pending  inquiries. 

The  Grand  Convocation  of  the  year  was  held  on  the 
25th  September,  1906,  at  Perth,  with  M.E.  Companion 
Michael  Samson,  Grand  Z.,  presiding. 

Two  years  existence  as  an  independent  body  had 
witnessed  a  steady  growth  with  internal  concord.  He 
outlined  the  position  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  the 
attitude  of  the  Scottish  Grand  Body  as  follows  : 

"  Seeing  that  six  of  our  daughter  Chapters  originally  held 
their  Charter  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland,  I  should, 
perhaps,  give  a  special  notice  to  that  Grand  Body.  In  accord- 
ance with  a  suggestion  made  to  us  through  Companion  Rev.  D. 
I.  Freedman,  as  set  forth  in  the  last  Annual  Report,  the  Chap- 
ters passed  resolutions   confirming  their  action  in  constituting 
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the  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Western  Australia. 
Copies  of  these  resolutions,  under  the  seals  of  the  several  Chap- 
ters, were  forwarded  to  Scotland,  together  with  an  application 
that  the  question  of  recognition  might  be  reconsidered.  Though 
not  in  receipt  of  any  official  notification,  I  have  ascertained  from 
the  principal  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  that  Grand  Chapter, 
that  the  Supreme  Committee  recommended  that  recognition 
should  still  be  refused,  and  that  recommendation  was  adopted 
by   Grand   Chapter." 

"  At  the  same  Convocation,. the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland 
appointed  a  Grand  Superintendent  of  Western  Australia  to  take 
charge  of  the  two  Chapters,  situated,  respectively,  at  Kalgoorlie 
and  Coolgardie,  these  being  the  only  two  Chapters  that  refused 
to  join  in  with  us.  Although  I  find  no  constitutional  law  on  the 
subject,  at  any  rate,  in  regard  to  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  I  think  I 
am  right  in  stating  that  it  is  very  unusual  to  make  such  an 
appointment,  which  is  virtually  the  establishment  of  a  district 
Grand  Chapter  over  a  district  consisting  of,  at  any  rate,  less 
than  three  daughter  Chapters." 

"  I  have  been  informed  that  since  his  appointment,  the 
Grand  Superintendent  has  issued  a  Provisional  Charter,  and 
appointed  and  consecrated  a  new  Chapter,  under  Supreme 
Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland  at  Southern  Cross.  Supreme  Com- 
mittee is  now  making  full  inquiry  into  this  matter,  and,  if  the 
report  is  correct,  the  matter  is  one  that  will  have  to  be  dealt 
with     at     the     next     Convocation." 

"  The  Foundation  Chapters  are  now  being  firmly  estab- 
lished under  our  aegis,  and  the  advantages  of  local  government 
thoroughly  appreciated,  a  forward  policy  can  now  be  confi- 
dently entered  upon.  From  the  enquiries  received,  it  is  evident 
that  a  keener  interest  is  being  displayed  in  Royal  Arch  Masonry, 
and  it  will  be  our  duty  and  pleasure  during  the  coming  year  to 
further  this  desire,  where  in  our  opinions  Chapters  can  be 
efficiently  maintained." 

Dispensations  were  granted  by  him  to  open  Councils 
of  Red  Cross  Knights,  whatever  they  may  mean,  with 
less  than  seven. 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.  prepared  a  report  on  the  sub- 
ject of  recognition  by  other  Grand  Chapters,  in  which 
the  views  of  Canada's  reviewer  are  reproduced  from 
the  proceedings  of  1906.  The  Grand  Z.  remarked  in 
his  report  :  "Our  relations  with  the  other  Grand  Chap- 
ters of  the  world  are  not,  perhaps,  all  we  hoped  for,  but 
recognition  is  gradually  (^though  tardily)  being  accorded 
to  us." 
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The  Grand  Treasurer's  report  was  optimistic.  His 
report,  which  showed  a  cash  balance  of  over  £$g,  thus 
concludes  : 

"  Should  the  same  economy  be  maintained  during  the 
current  year,  and  the  returns  to  Grand  Chapter  be  anything 
like  as  good,  it  can  confidently  be  anticipated  that  the  next 
balance  sheet  will  not  only  show  an  excess  of  assets  over 
liabilities,  but  more  than  that — a  credit  balance  in  the  bank  and 
no  liabilities." 

The  nominated  officers  were  elected  without  oppo- 
sition. 

The  First  Grand  Principal  then  called  on  M.  Em. 
Comp.  Casper,  Depute  First  Grand  Principal,  to  act  as 
Installing  Officer  and  vacated  the  Throne.  Comp. 
Casper  then  obligated  and  installed  the  First  Grand 
Principal  elect  and  invested  the  officers,  "the  ceremony 
being  conducted  in  Comp.  Casper's  usual  efficient 
manner,  and  with  due  solemnity.  The  First  Grand 
Principal  was  then  saluted  with  the  customary  honors." 

The  First  Grand  Principal  was  then  congratulated, 
and  returned  his  thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  on  him. 

The  Second  and  Third  Grand  Principals  elect  being 
unable  to  be  present,  it  was  resolved  that  a  Grand 
Chapter  officer  should  visit  the  Goldfields  as  soon  as 
possible  and  that  he  be  authorized  at  such  time  and 
place  as  may  be  convenient  to  hold  an  emergent  meeting 
of  Grand  Chapter  for  the  purpose  of  obligating  and  in- 
stalling those  Companions. 

Michael  Samson,  Freemantle,  Grand  Z. 
Horace  B.  Joseph,  Perth,  Grand  Scribe  E. 

West   Virginia 

Chapters    . .   32.  Members    .  .   3,873. 

The  Thirty-sixth  Annual  Convocation  of  Grand 
Chapter  was  held  in  Masonic  Temple  in  the  City  of 
Huntington,  on  Tuesday,  the  13th  November,   1906. 
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R.  E.  J.  W.  C.  Bryant,  Jr.,  Grand  Master  of  the 
Second  Veil,  was  present  as  official  representative  of 
the  Grand  High  Priest  of  Virginia  to  extend  an  invi- 
tation to  the  sister  jurisdiction  to  be  present  at  the 
centennial   exercises   at    Norfolk    in  the   coming  year. 

Grand  High  Priest  Ford,  "as  the  official  head  of  the 
Royal  Craft  of  our  Mountain  State,"  had  nothing  to 
report  aside  from  the  ordinary  business  pertaining  to 
the  workings  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

He  recommended  that  some  action  be  taken  whereby 
a  certain  fund  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Grand 
High  Priest  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  his  expenses 
in  making  official  visits. 

On  the  subject  of  Grand  Representatives  he  said  : 

"  Unfortunately,  too  few  appreciate  this  honor  and  about 
the  only  duty  they  recognize  is  to  answer  the  roll  call  at  the 
meetings  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  But  there  are  some  few  excep- 
tions, and  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  have  acknowledged  several 
reports  from  our  Representatives  near  other  Grand  Chapters, 
and  hope  others  will  follow  their  example  and  communicate 
more  frequently  with  the  Grand  Chapter  which  they  represent." 

Two  applications  for  new  Chapters  were  received 
and  favorably  reported  on. 

Grand  Secretary  Reed  waxed  quite  sentimental  in 
introducing  his  statistical  report. 

"  I  love  my  home  and  home  life,  but  for  a  break  in  the 
routine  thereof,  I  know  of  no  coming  event  that  affords  me  that 
intensity  of  anticipation  and  satisfaction  in  realization  that  I 
experience  in  these  Annual  Convocations,  for  I  feel  that  it  is 
good  to  be  here,  1  realize  that  I  am  benefited  by  the  associations 
that  I  here  meet,  and  I  know  that  I  go  away  a  better  man  than 
when  I  came." 

The  Grand  Lecturer,  on  request,  visited  three  or 
four  Chapters.    The  others  were  not  keen  for  instruction. 

"  I  know  not  whether  they  have  the  skill  or  are  proficient 
in  the  work,  nor  do  I  know  how  such  information  can  ever  be 
had,  unless  this  Grand  Chapter  provides  ways  and  means  for  the 
inspection  of  the  several,  Chapters  in  our  State." 

Another    excellent    report    on    Correspondence    is 
furnished  by  Companion  J.  D.  Baines,  in  which  Canada 
11 
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for  1 9c 6  has  careful  analytical  notice.  The  system  of 
visitation  appeals  to  him.  We  can  assure  him  that 
it  is  thorough,  as  the  results  testify. 

"  Canada's  system  of  visitation  contemplates  a  visitation 
of  every  Chapter  at  least  once  a  year.  Several  Chapters  were 
visited  several  times. 

"  The  duties  of  these  Grand  Superintendents  include  the 
work  of  a  District  Deputy,  Lecturer  and  Committee  on  Returns. 
These  Canadians  realize  the  necessity  for  work,  and  they  are 
willing  to  tackle  it.  West  Virginia  practically  leaves  it  to 
Providence   to  keep   her  Chapters  straight." 

"  Notwithstanding  that  the  Canadian  system  of  visitation 
and  instruction  is  so  superior  to  that  of  many  Grand  Jurisdic- 
tions in  the  States,  yet  the  Executive  Committee  to  whose 
inspection  all  of  the  reports  of  the  Grand  Superintendents  are 
submitted,  very  plainly  declared  that  the  system  must  be  made 
more  effective." 

"  West  Virginia  ought  to  borrow  this  committee  Its  utter  " 
ances   savor  of  sense  and   candor." 

"  The  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  con- 
tain not  one  scrap  of  poetry  or  other  foolishness.  They  suggest 
that  when  these  Companions  come  together  in  Grand  Chapter 
they    come    for    business." 

"  The  Executive  Committee  practically  does  the  work  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  and  it  does  it  well." 

His  is  strictly  a  review  with  a  sprinkling  of  good 
common  sense  comment.  He  takes  little,  if  any,  notice 
of  the  reporters. 

Maryland's  statement  that  the  Chapters  there  were 
taking  particular  care  in  the  selection  of  candidates, 
drew  from  him  the  following  : 

"  This  is  well.  Without  doubt,  all  over  the  land,  Chapters 
are  taking  in  material  unfit  morally  ;  and  almost  everywhere 
Chapters  are  crowded  with  members  who  utterly  fail  to  grasp 
the  significance  of  the  ceremonies.  There  are  thousands  who 
could  not  tell  you  who  Zerubbabel  was,  or  his  relation  to  the 
tradition  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree.  The  chief  lesson  of  this 
degree,  by  the  way,  is  reverence  for  God's  name  ;  and  yet  we 
have  heard  parties  fresh  from  the  degree  taking  His  name  in 
vain.". 

"Delayed  returns"  in  Mississippi  drew  an  appeal 
for  assistance  from  Grand  Chapter.     The  latter's  special 
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Committee  fell  back  upon  the  Grand  Chapter,  sug- 
gesting that  he  "redouble  his  importunities,"  which 
induces  Comp.  Baines  to  pertinently  remark  : 

A  Grand  Secretary  is  generally  the  "  boss,"  and  always  the 
drudge  of  his  Grand  Chapter." 

On  the  question  of  selecting  a  Mark  he  says,  under 
Pennsylvania  : 

"  We  take  the  liberty  of  injecting  into  this  review  the 
opinion  that  the  whole  system  of  Marks  should  be  abolished. 
The  integrity  of  the  degree  would  not  be  affected  one  whit. 
True,  a  Mark  Master's  obligation  speaks  beautifully  about  "  his 
mark."  So  the  working  tools  of  the  several  degrees  are  said  to 
be  "  presented  "  to  the  candidate,  while,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
they  are  not .  The  Knight  of  Malta  is  enjoined  to  wear  the 
Jewel  of  the  Order  near  his  heart  "  and  never  lay  it  aside,"  but, 
except  in  a  figurative  sense,  he  is  not  expected  to  do  so.  The 
failure  to  comply  with  the  law  in  the  matter  of  his  Mark  is  not 
due  to  indifference  or  contumacy  upon  the  part  of  a  Companion. 
Rarely  has  he  the  ingenuity  to  conceive  a  Mark  worth  recording, 
and  no  law  of  Masonry  requires  a  secretary  to  be  an  artist." 

In  his  closing  "Remarks"  he  has  a  word  or  two  to 
say  about  Secretaries  and  their  duties. 

"  We  marvel  that  Grand  Secretaries  and  Committees  on 
Returns  do  not  more  frequently  lose  patience  over  the  careless- 
ness and  incompetency  of  Secretaries,  The  carelessness  is  in- 
excusable, especially  in  States  which  only  require  a  return  of 
the  year's  work  It  is  utterly  impossible  for  the  Grand  Secretary 
to  compile  a  correct  and  complete  statistical  statement  from 
incorrect  and  incomplete  returns." 

"  It  is  a  fallacy  to  imagine  that  correct  '  work  '  is  the  one 
thing  needful  in  a  Chapter.  Correct  secretarial  work  is  more 
important  It  is  a  mistake  to  send  a  mere  lecturer  to  inspect 
a  Chapter.  A  mere  lecturer  seldom  knows,  or  cares,  anything 
about  the  routine  business  of  a  Chapter.  Properly  kept  books 
and  correct  accounts  are  infinitely  more  important  than  a 
faultless  rendering  of  the  ritual." 

Joseph  C.  LeSage,  Huntington,  Grand  High  Priest. 

D.  K.  Reed,  Clarksburg,  Grand  Secretary. 

Wisconsin 

Chapters    .  .    77.  Members    .  .    8,009. 

Grand  High  Priest  John  Grimshaw  had  extended 
invitations  to  Companions  Joseph  E.  Dyas,  of  Illinois, 


clxiv  APPENDIX 

General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  General  Grand  Chap- 
ter; Nathan  Kingsley,  of  Minnesota,  General  Grand 
King;  and  Geo.  A.  Pettigrew,  Grand  High  Priest  of 
South  Dakota,  urging  them,  in  behalf  of  the  Com- 
panions of  Wisconsin,  to  honor  Grand  Chapter  with 
a  visit  this  session.  Companion  Dyas  responded  by  his 
presence,  and  the  Fifty-seventh  Annual  Convocation 
at  Milwaukee,  on  the  19th  February,  1907,  was  marked 
by  that  distinguished  Mason's  visit  and  reception. 
He  delivered  a  nice  speech,  installed  the  officers,  and 
was  made  an  honorary  member  of  Wisconsin's  Grand 
Chapter.     So  much  for  being  a  General  Grand. 

A  Scotch  Mason  who  received  the  Mark  Master  and 
Past  Master  degrees  in  Edinburgh,  which  are  not  con- 
ferred there  under  the  Chapter  jurisdiction,  and  fur- 
nished certificate  as  to  the  Mark  degree,  desired  to  go 
on  in  the  Chapter  and  take  the  Most  Excellent  Master 
and   Royal   Arch   degrees,    and   presented   his   petition. 

The  Grand  High  Priest  was  asked  as  to  the  Mark 
degree  and  replied  : 

"  Take  action  on  the  brother's  petition  in  regular  form,  if 
elected,  declare  him  elected  to  receive  the  several  degrees  of 
M.  M.,  P.M.,  M.E.M.,  and  Royal  Arch.  Collect  full  fee  for  each 
degree." 

No  bargain  day  in  Wisconsin  for  him.  When  that 
brother  is  marked  he  will  be  well  marked.  By  the  way 
if  he  has  already  chosen  a  mark  it  cannot  be  recognized, 
as  Wisconsin's  G.  H.  P.  ignores  the  Scottish  degree. 
He  cannot  consistently  choose  a  second,  that  is  if  the 
selection  is  compulsory      What  is  he  to  do  ? 

The  Committee  took  a  broader  view  of  it  and  advised 
"that  if  the  Chapter  has  legal  proof  that  the  candidate 
in  question  has  received  the  Mark  Master's  and  Past 
Master's  degrees  in  Scotland,  it  is  not  necessary  that 
those  degrees  be  again  conferred  upon  him  " 

The  death  of  Past  Grand  High  Priest  Fred.  Ring 
was  fittingly  alluded  to  in  the  address.  Deceased  was  a 
native  of  London,  England,  and  emigrated  fifty  years 
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ago.  He  was  "an  erudite  Mason,  was  thoroughly  posted 
in  the  ritual,  and  gave  to  the  Craft  an  enthusiasm  and 
a  devotion  not  often  witnessed." 

Grand  Secretary  Perry  reported  having  heard  from 
all  the  Chapters.  A  net  gain,  for  the  year,  of  337  was 
recorded. 

Forty-one  visits  were  made  by  Grand  Lecturer 
Stockwell,  who  made  some  observations?  He  thought 
that  some  of  the  Chapters  devoted  attention  to  the 
R.  A.  degree  to  the  neglect  of  the  preliminary  degrees, 
and  directed  his  work  to  their  improvement. 

"  In  some  of  our  Chapters  I  find  that  it  has  been  the  custom 
at  the  request  of  the  Master-elect  of  a  Symbolic  Lodge,  to  con- 
fer the  P.M.  degree  to  give  him  the  legal  qualifications  required 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  " 

Of  course  this  "custom"  is  an  outrage,  and  he  em- 
phasized its  enormity,  but  it  is  only  another  illustration 
of  the  prevailing  unfitness  of  things  which  does  not 
want  champions  ready  with  argument. 

Companion  Swain  presented  his  twenty-third  report 
on  Correspondence.  He  apparently  got  Canada  mixed 
up  with  some  other  jurisdiction  and  credited  the  Grand 
Z.  with  views  and  sentiments  uttered  elsewhere  and 
works  in  some  of  the  doings  and  sayings  of  Maine. 
He  quotes  the  writer  liberally  and  is  seemingly  in  agree- 
ment on  certain  matters. 

Homer  B.  Hubbell,  Beaver  Dam,  Grand  High  Priest. 
Wm.  W.  Perry,  Milawukee,  Grand  Secretary. 


Conclusion 


Again  the  toilsome,  but  not  unpleasant  journey  is 
undertaken  and  accomplished.  One  or  two  tardy  juris- 
dictions, for  which  we  waited  expectantly,  remain  "  un- 
honored  and  unsung."     Not  our  fault. 
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The  careful  reader,  and  we  believe  there  are  a  few  in 
this  abode  of  intellect,  will  observe  that  the  review 
betrays  a  general  and  ever-present  desire  in  the  Royal 
Craft  to  attain  as  near  the  goal  of  perfection  as  fallible 
man  can  hope  to  reach.  Human  frailty,  like  the  ele- 
ments that  bar  the  way  to  the  Pole,  is  invariably  in 
evidence  to  wreck  our  brightest  aspirations,  but  the 
Arctic  voyager  is  not  more  persistent  than  are  the  de- 
voted bearers  of  the  Masonic  standard. 

We  have  endeavored  in  plainest  terms  to  inform  our 
Canadian  readers  of  the  progress  of  the  Royal  Arch 
elsewhere.  No  claim  is  made  to  literary  merit  and 
for  reasons  which  are  clearly  obvious.  Alert  to  per- 
ceive the  mote  in  our  brother's  eye,  we  are  oblivious 
to  the  mountain  which  custom  or  vanity  creates  in 
our  own.  It  may  be  that  these  crude  attempts  to  lay 
bare  the  virtues  and  failings  of  others  will  in  time  assist 
to  strengthen  our  own  vision  towards  a  realization  of 
those  imperfections  "that  doth  so  easily  beset  us." 
What  we  are  blind  to,  however,  our  colleagues  are  quick 
to  observe,  and  with  the  charming  magnanimity  which 
close  companionship  sweetly  fosters,  will  not  hesitate  to 
"  give  us  away"  at  each  and  every  opportunity. 

That  to  which  frail  mortality  is  especially  prone  is 
the  eager  inclination  for  something  "  new,"  all  the  more 
if  there  exists  a  mandate  against  it.  The  little  weak- 
ness is  inherited,  of  course.  To  introduce  into  Masonry 
anything  tending  to  subvert  ancient  usage  or  interfere 
with  established  custom,  has  been  regarded  from  its 
earliest  days,  as  an  injury  beyond  pardon.  The  newly 
initiated  is  thus  taught,  it  is  impressed  upon  him  as  he 
advances  and  it  is  enjoined  upon  him  with  additional 
emphasis  when  he  has  acquired  knowledge  and  is  deem- 
ed fit  to  instruct  and  rule. 

As  we  received  the  sacred  trust  so  should  we  hand  it 
down.  It  is  not  ours  to  alter  or  change,  merely  to 
accommodate  modern  exigencies  or  satisfy  a  passing 
whim.  In  one  of  his  remarkable  letters  "  Junius"  used 
this  passage  and  the  words  might  well  be  taken  to 
heart  : 
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"  I  am  not  contending  for  a  vain  punctilio.  A  clear 
unblemished  character  comprehends  not  only  the 
integrity  that  will  not  offer,  but  the  spirit  that  will  not 
submit  to,  an  injury ;  and  whether  it  belongs  to  an  indivi- 
dual or  to  a  community,  it  is  the  foundation  of  peace, 
of  independence  and  of  safety." 

It  is  nearly  forty  years  since  the  solemn  injunction 
"  never  to  suffer  an  infringement  of  our  customs  or  a 
deviation  from  established  usage"  was  impressed  upon  the 
attention  of  a  young  Master  Mason  by  a  snowy-haired 
and  palsied  brother  then  nearing  his  hundredth  year. 
"  When  you  see  new  methods  and  customs  introduced 
into  the  body  of  the  Craft  with  little  or  no  protest,"  he 
said,  "  then  prepare  for  the  slow  but  sure  waning  of  the 
once  brilliant  light  of  Masonry." 

That  lesson  has  never  been  forgotten,  and  the  rea- 
sonings of  the  courteously  eloquent  or  the  convenient 
insinuations  of  the  gentle  sophist  are  all  too  weak  to  pre- 
vail now  that  years  have  furrowed  a  once  peach  bloom 
countenance  and  thinned  the  nut-brown  locks  that 
crowned  it. 

Aye,  time,  relentless  time,  passes  rapidly  and  like 
the  "ancient  mariner,"  we  are  occasionally  surprised 
into  acknowledging  the  fact.  He  had  been  showing  his 
well  worn  telescope  to  some  young  ladies  who  were 
enjoying  a  summer  holiday  at  the  sea  shore.  One  of 
them  remarked  that  the  glass  was  a  good  one. 

"Yes,  miss,"  said  the  old  tar;  "  that  'ere  telescope 
was  given  me  by  Lord  Nelson." 

"  Good  gracious!  Whv,  Nelson  has  been  dead 
nearly  a  hundred  years." 

"Well,  I'm  blowed,"  remarked  the  salty  one,  quite 
abashed;  "  'ow  the  time  do  fly!  " 

The  bells  peal  joyously  ushering  in  the  merry  season, 
and  the  chimes  seem  to  re-echo  the  angel  heralds'  glad 
message,  "  On  earth  peace,  good  will  toward  men."  To 
our  Companions  throughout  this  happy  land  we  extend 
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cordial  wishes  for  present  content  and  prosperity  in  the 
second  half-century  of  Grand  Chapter's  useful  existence. 

"  When  thou  wast  born  a  naked  helpless  child, 
Thou  then  didst  weep  while  all  around  thee  smiled  ; 
So  live  that  sinking  to  thy  last  long  sleep, 
Thou  then  may'st  smile  while  all  around  thee  weep." 

Fraternally  submitted, 


Chairman. 
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Proceedings  Reviewed 


Alabama 1906 

Arizona 1906 

Arkansas 1906 

California 1906-7 

Colorado T9°7 

Connecticut I9°7 

Delaware 1907 

Dist.   of  Columbia.  .  .  .  1907 

Florida 1907 

Georgia 1907 

Illinois 1906 

Indiana 1907 

Indian  Territory 1907 

Iowa 1906 

JKansas 1907 

Kentucky 1906 

Maine J9oy 

Maryland 1906 

Massachusetts 1906 

Michigan 1907 

Minnesota 1906 

Mississippi . J907 

Missouri !9°7 

Montana 1906 

Nebraska 1906 

Nevada J9c»7 


New  Brunswick 1906 

New  Hampshire 1906 

New  Jersey   !9°7 

New  Mexico 1906 

New  South  Wales.  .  .  .  1906 

New  York 1 907 

New  Zealand 1 907 

North  Carolina J907 

North  Dakota I9°7 

Nova  Scotia I9°7 

Ohio   1906 

Oregon. .  , 1907 

Pennsylvania 1906 

Quebec    1907 

Rhode  Island 1906 

Scotland 1907 

South  Carolina 1906 

South  Dakota 1907 

Tennessee 1907 

Texas 1906 

Victoria 1906 

Virginia 1906 

Washington 1907 

Western  Australia.  .  .  .  1906 

West  Virginia 1906 

Wisconsin 1907 
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Arizona,  1906 

Arkansas,  1906 

California,   1906 

Canada,  1907 

Colorado,  1906 

Connecticut,  1906 

Delaware,  1906 

Dist.  Columbia,  1907. . 
Florida,  1906.  ....... 
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Ohio,  1906 ... 
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Tennessee,  1907 

Texas,  1906 

Vermont,  1906 
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Washington,  1906  .... 
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